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200YEARS OFIWITNESS

SHRIPRANAB MUKHERJEE
THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

It gave me great pleasure to release the postal stamp com-
memorating the 200 years of the “Old Seminary” in
Kottayam. The seminary was set up by the Malankara Or-
thodox Church situated in Kerala, a state known for the peace-
ful co-existence of different religions and communal harmony.
The Seminary and the Orthodox Church too played their
part in achieving the laudable goal which led to the state re-
alizing the complete separation of spiritualism and commu-
nalism.

2. For nearly 14 Centuries, the three major religions of
Kerala, Hinduism, Christianity and Islam have existed in
peace and harmony, respecting each other’s belief and coop-
erating to promote social welfare. In fact, Kerala was the first
state in the country in which both Christianity and Islam

took roots with people voluntarily choosing different religious
beliefs.

3. There is another significant feature of communal rela-
tions in Kerala. The absence of animosity between religions
is considered tolerance. But this only means the absence of
negativity. But in Kerala it has a different dimension. It is that
the society has moved to a higher plane where religions have
cooperated to promote other religions. It is this extraordi-
nary feature of the society that led to the Hindu Kings of
Kerala giving land to both Christians and Muslims to set up
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their places of worship. In fact, the land for initially setting
up the Old Seminary and the first contributions for its devel-
opment came from the coffers of the Travancore Ruler, Gowry
Parvathi Bhai, Regent Queen.

4. India’s tallest leaders like Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru acknowledged the long and glori-
ous history of the Christian Church in Kerala, and lauded its
religious tolerance and respect for other religions. Dr.
Radhakrishnan noted that the Syrian Christians have only
welcomed those who wanted to join the faith out of their
own volition. Pandit Nehru recalled the fact that Christianity
in India came in the 1st century itself even before Europe
embraced it.

5. It is significant that the St. Thomas or Malankara Chris-
tians in their 2000 years of existence has assimilated and in
many cases retained some of the important social customs
and rituals of the Hindus. An Orthodox Christian marriage
ceremony incorporates many such Hindu customs for in-
stance.

6. The lighting of oil lamps in and around Churches, the
raising of the flagstaff and flags during festivals and the cus-
tom of entering the Churches barefoot are all Hindu tradi-
tions that have become a part of the Church practice. These
bear testimony to the sharing of traditions by both the reli-
gions.

7. I have been given to understand that the Orthodox
Church has made enduring contributions to the betterment
of the life of the people of Kerala. If Kerala is the shining
example of universal literacy, the role of the Church in spread-
ing education cannot be ignored. One of the earliest contri-
butions of the Christian Community is the setting up of a
large chain of elementary Schools throughout Kerala, under
the supervision of the Seminary and its leaders.

8. The chain of elementary schools set up under the su-
pervision of the Seminary was the first indigenous initiative
towards universal literacy and education, which has today
made Kerala the most literate state in the country. The char-
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ity and healthcare activities of the Syrian Church also origi-
nated in the Old Seminary under its leadership. It contrib-
uted to the improvement of the overall literacy in the state,
created greater access to healthcare and empowerment of
women leading to higher standards of living and quality of
life in the state. This has resulted in Kerala having the lowest
infant mortality, lowest birthrates, highest number of hospi-
tal beds per lakh population, best male to female population
ratio and one of the highest life expectancy in the country. It
is heartening to note that the example set by Christian
Churches have been emulated by all religions and Commu-
nities.

9. In the area of Human Development Index, Kerala has
done remarkably well. The role of the Church in healthcare,
Women’s empowerment and upliftment of the less privileged
section of society are simply unparalleled.

10. In many ways, the Old Seminary played a seminal
role in the unique form of development of Kerala. The Semi-
nary, on its part took upon itself the onerous task of overall
development, education and welfare of the whole State in-
stead of limiting its role to the narrow and limited task of
teaching religious practices and liturgy to the clergy.

11. It is inspiring to note that the benefits of all these hu-
manitarian and charity work of the Seminary and the en-
lightened and progressive leadership were not confined to
any particular religious group. It has benefitted all in the so-
ciety, irrespective of religion, caste and creed. This has in-
spired the other communities to set up similar institutions
all over Kerala.

12. It is not without reason that the Seminary has to its
credit several ‘firsts’ in the area of Human Development, apart
from its contributions to the training and development of
the clergy of the Church. I am informed that the ‘Cottayam
College’, which was co-located with the Seminary was the
first English teaching institution in the State. The College
taught, apart from Malayalam, Greek, Latin, Syriac, Hebrew
and Sanskrit.
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13. The first printing press was also established in the pre-
mises and scholars of the Seminary took active part in unify-
ing and standardizing the common Malayalam Script. Ben-
jamin Bailey along with Hermann Gundert, were among the
pioneers of the development of modern Malayalam language
and script. To imagine that the first Malayalam Dictionary
was developed and published by a Theological Seminary is a
tribute to the commitment of the leaders of the Seminary
and the Church itself to the overall development of Kerala.
The credit of translating Bible into the first Indian language,
Malayalam, also goes to the Seminary and College under the
leadership of Benjamin Bayley.

14. It is interesting to note that the Orthodox Theological
Seminary continues the traditions of its predecessor to take
active interest in developing nontraditional and liberal disci-
plines like Counseling, Devotional Music, Meditation and
Fine Arts. I hope, in keeping with the great tradition of uni-
versal brotherhood, the portals of the Seminary would also
accommodate centres for the study of comparative religions
and Philosophy.

15. I can say without hesitation that the Orthodox Church
and its leaders trained in the great portals of the Old Semi-
nary have not only made sterling contributions to the Hu-
man Development of the State but also worked hard to pro-
mote shining example of communal harmony and mutual
respect among the members of different religions. This is in
fact the true accomplishment of the old Hindu concept of
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” — “The World is One Family” as
envisaged in the ancient Hindu scripture, Mahopanishad.

16. With these few words, I conclude hoping that the
Church and the Seminary would continue with their good
work for the society.

Jai Hind.

(The speech delivered by the Hon. President of India, on the

occassion of the releasing of the Postal Stamp commerating the
Bicentenary of the Old Seminary. 21-4-2015)
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ABRIEFHISTORY OF
THETHEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN
THEMALANKARA ORTHODOK CHURCH

Fr. Dr. B. Varghese

Modern history of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church begins with the foundation of the Old Seminary in
1815. The theological education also entered a new phase
and became more systematic and serious. Until the
foundation of the Seminary, candidates for priesthood were
trained in a Malpan Veedu (a school under a Malpan or Syriac
teacher), always a priest respected for his scholarship and
piety. Historical evidences are scarce to trace the history of
the Malpan Schools before the beginning of the 19* century’.

In 1751, three Antiochene prelates named Baselius
Sakrallah, Gregorios and Ivanios and a Cor-episcopos
Geevarghese landed at Cochin. They stayed in Mar Thoman
Church Mulanthuruthy for some time and trained several
priests. These prelates and the Mulanthuruthy School
probably introduced the West Syrian script. In the last decades
of the 18" century, a Malpan school existed in the Pazhanji
church under Malpan Mathai Kathanar Pulikkottil. Mar
Joseph Dionysius, founder of the Seminary, was an alumnus
of this school. After the demise of Mathai Kathanar, the
school was shifted to the Old Church in Kunnamkulam
under the initiative of Pulikkottil Ittoop Kathanar (later Mar
Dionysius. Ramban Geevarghese Kuthoor served as its
Malpan.
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In 1812, Colonel John Munro, the British Resident in
Travancore and Cochin sent seventeen questions to Mar
Thoma VIII (+1816) regarding the history administration,
faith and practices of the Syrian Church, to which the Metran
replied on 2oth April 1812. Regarding the clergy and their
training, he replied that three Malpans had been authorized
for this purpose:

“ For the instruction of the clergy, in the North Malpan
Konat Varghese Kathanar, and in the South Pallipadu
Philipose Kathanar and Maramon Palakunnathu Varghese
Kathanar teach the four Gospel in general. There are (priests)
who learn more and also who learn less. Apart from this, we
have no other place for the purpose”.

Kandanadu Padiyola and the Preparations for the
Foundation of a Seminary:

In 1809 (M.E.984 Mithunam 22) Mar Thoma VII passed
away at Kandanadu. Two days before his death, a priest
named Thoma was made his successor. The ordination led
to a controversy, as Thoma was related to the Pakalomattom
family (to which all the bishops since 1653 belonged) through
maternal line and also because he was “ordained “ by an
unconscious bishop at his death bed, whose hand had been
placed on him”. Next day Pulikkottil Ittoop Kathanar and a
group of clergy met the British Resident Macaulay and
submitted a petition.

The late Metran’s fortieth day of the demise was observed
at Kandanadu on Chingom 1, 985 (= 1809 mid-August) and
all the churches of Malankara were invited to be present.?
An agreement known as Padiyola was signed and the
controversy was settled at least for some time.* One of the
resolutions of the Padiyola was to establish two Padithaveedu
(= Schools or Seminaries):

“ For the common benefits of the Syrians two Schools
(Padithaveedukal) shall be established — one in the North and
one in the South — and Malpans shall stay there to instruct
the children and the deacons the doctrines. Their expenses
shall be met by regular contributions from the churches. As
they master the liturgical ordos of the Church, the deacons
and the priests shall get letters from the Malpans and be
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authorized to celebrate the sacraments by the concerned
authorities” .’

Subsequent developments suggest that this resolution
might have been passed under the initiative of Pulikkottil
Ittoop Kathanar. As we will see, he was very keen to find it
executed. For the reconciliation between Mar Thoma VIII
and his rivals, the Kandanadu meeting resolved that
Pulikkottil Ittoop Kathanar shall be professed Ramban (i.e.
monk) and that the new Ramban and Kayamkulam Philipose
Ramban shall assist the Metran in the administration of the
Church. Accordingly, on Sunday 15% Chingom 985 (1809),
Ittoop Kathanar was professed Ramban by Mar Thoma VIII.
The two rambans assisted the Metran for about one and a
half years. Then they broke away with the Metran and a
division took place between the ‘Metran party’ and the
‘Ramban party’ (led by Ittoop Ramban).

Mar Thoma VIII and a few leaders met the British Resident
Col.Macaulay and discussed the possibility of inviting a
bishop from Antioch to regularize his consecration. Macaulay
replied that if the Metran and the churches make an official
request, he should follow up. The Resident also informed
the Metran he had decided to deposit an amount of 3,000
star pagodas (Poovarahan) with the East India Company as a
perpetual loan * for the education of the Syrian Christians
and for the charitable works’® Ittoop, p.158. See also the
Letters of Macaulay and the Chief Secretary to Government
in, P.Cherian, The Malabar Syrians and the Church Missionary
Society: 1816-1840, (Kottyam, 1935). [This is one of the few
books on Malankara Church History that uses reliable sources
and written systematically].

Appendix G, p.389. There is no unanimity among the
historians as to the origin of this fund. Some had. This
deposit was known as the Syrian Fund or Vattipanam, that is
deposit on interest.

Mar Thoma VIII took no initiative in starting the
Seminaries or sending invitation to Antioch.
Chakkarayakathu Ittoop Kathanar from Angamaly was the
trusted adviser of the Metran and rumors spread that they
were meditating on some “new initiatives”. Pulikkottil Ittoop
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Ramban and Philipose Ramban were unhappy about this
development and they complained to Col.Macaulay and later
to his successor Col.John Munro (1810-1819). Having been
disappointed, Ittoop Ramban withdrew to Kunnamkulam
and stayed at the Arthattu church.

Meanwhile, Col.Macaulay handed over the receipt of the
Syrian Fund to Mar Thoma VIII and was instructed to receive
the yearly interest at a rate of 8% per year from 1809 onwards.
Due to the disputes with Ittoop Ramban, the Metran was
able to collect the interest of only one year (1809).

Ittoop Ramban and his party leveled two accusations: the
Metran did not implement the decision to start the
Seminaries; and he did not write to Antioch to get a bishop
to regularize his consecration. A few lay leader met the Metran
on Kumbom 1, 985 (mid-February 1809) and apprised him
of the accusations and urged him to start the Seminaries, as
the priests were practically incapable of fulfilling their pastoral
responsibilities. They also discussed the ways to meet the
expenses of the construction of the buildings for the
Seminaries. Metran’s reply was encouraging. He said: “ If
you decide what I should do, I shall abide by it. We have
already decided to found two Seminaries: one in the North
and another in the South. For this purpose, the interest (of
the Vattipanam) of one year, which I have with me, could be
spent, according to the decision of all “. Accordingly, Ittoop
Ramban was informed that about 1,000 Rupees was at hand,
and he was requested to arrive as soon as possible to supervise
the construction. Ramban promptly reached at Kandanadu.”

Obviously this was a means of reconciliation between the
Metran and the Ramban. Ittoop Ramban met the Metran,
who asked him to wait till Munro arrives from the South.
They did not have any further discussions on the matter.
Ramban found it difficult to stay at Kandanadu till the arrival
of Munro and left for Kunnamkulam leaving a letter for the
Metran, of which the content is as follows:

“A circular shall be sent to all churches to convoke them
to decide on the letter to be sent to Antioch and all Malpans
and the representatives of the parishes shall sign it and the
absentees also shall be asked to do so. The letter shall be
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handed over to the Resident (Munro). Seminary shall be built
and Philipose Ramban shall be appointed (as Malpan). Each
church shall be asked to send at least one priest, one deacon
and one child, and their instruction should be started soon.
Andutakasa(= Festal Breviary) shall urgently be re-copied and
be distributed to the churches. If necessary funds are
available, the construction of the Seminary could be
completed within four months and the teaching could be
commenced “

Ittoop Ramban concluded his letter saying that if none of
the above suggestions are implemented, he shall serve the
Kunnamkulam church, instead of wandering here and there
and wasting time.®

The letter throws light into the personality of Ittoop
Ramban, who was not all ambitious to become the head of a
Seminary. We should remember that Malpan’s office was
always a prestigious one. Though he suggested Philipose
Ramban’s name for this post, he expressed his willingness to
supervise the construction of the building.

Meanwhile Munro arrived at Alwaye and Ittoop Ramban
and his party met him and submitted a new petition against
the Metran. Later Metran and his men came and complained
that the Ramban was insubordinate.” Munro asked both the
parties to keep restraint and ordered to hold a meeting of
reconciliation at Puthiacavu church, Mavelikara in July 1811
(ME 986 Mithunam). The Resident sent letters to Philipose
Ramban and Ittoop Ramban asking them to be present at
the meeting. But they replied that their presence might cause
further disputes. In the following years both parties
continued to submit petitions to Col.Munro.'® Gradually
Ittoop Ramban won the respect and friendship of Munro.
Finally, Munro heard the arguments of both parties.
Apparently he favored Joseph Ramban. He might have been
convinced that Ramban is the right person to execute his
plans concerning the Syrian Church in Malabar. Ramban
told the Resident that if necessary funds and permission are
granted, he should build the Seminary and stay there to train
the clergy. Soon he prepared a plan of the proposed building
and got Munro’s approval."!
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Meanwhile, Kindangan Geevarghese Kathanar of the
Arthattu Church, an ally of the Metran, broke away with
him, and went to Anjoor. In 1811, he was consecrated bishop
by Mar Philoxenos (Cheeran) of the Anjoor Church. The new
bishop also was called Philixenos.*

Col.Munro and the Syrian Church:

Col.Munro was appointed British Resident in Travancore
and Cochin in 1810 and he held the office till January 1819.
He had a special interest in the case of the Syrian Christians.
P.Cherian summarizes Munro’s plans:

“ Shortly after Col.Munro’s appointment in 1810 as the
British Resident in Travancore and Cochin, the Syrian
Christians began to attract his attention. His Protestant
instincts were aroused at once; and he began to wish ardently
for a religious reformation among the Syrians, in the hope
that in this manner missionaries could be obtained from
among them for the evangelization of the country. He
promptly came to the conclusion that the translation of the
Bible into Malayalam and the establishment of an efficient
system of education were the first requisites for bringing
about the desired reformation”"

According to C.M.Agur, the scheme of a Syrian Seminary
or College seems to have first originated with
Rev.Mr.W.T.Ringeltaube, the first missionary of the London
Missionary Society in Travancore, who worked in the South
India, especially in Nagercoil.'* If we believe Agur,
Ringeltaube proposed it to Col.Munro among various other
reforms. In fact Mar Thoma VIII, while staying at Omalloor,
sent a messenger all the way to Mylaudy (near Nagercoil)
with a long letter to Ringeltaube seeking his friendship and
influence with Munro. Agur says that Ringeltaube did not
believe that Mar Thoma’s management of the Syrian Church
would result in any good. He made proposals to Munro for
the better management and investment of the funds of the
Syrian Church to secure an annual grant to support the
Bishop and the priests and to establish the Seminary.
Ringeltaube also proposed to send a dozen Syrian priests to
Madpras to be trained under an English chaplain.”” Agur does
not provide the source of this information.
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Construction begins:

Colonel Munro was impressed with the enthusiasm and
the ability of Ittoop Ramban to execute the foundation of
the Seminary. The Resident handed over to the Ramban 960
Star Pagodas (Rs.3360), being the interest of the Syrian Fund
for four years (1809-1813). An amount of Rs.3360 was
borrowed from the churches of Kandanadu, Mulanthuruthy,
Nadamel, Karingachira and Kunnamkulam and from
Kochittan Itty Mathu Tharakan from Pala.'® If we believe
the Malankara Edavaka Patrika, Ittoop Ramban, who knew
the principles of architecture, himself made a plan and
traveled from one church to another seeking financial
assistance and few were willing to support him. At last,
continues the Edavaka Patrika, he approached the Resident,
who disbursed the interest of the Vattipanam, which was
due for four years.'” Following the recommendations of
Munro, Rani Parvathi Bhai of Travancore gave orders to the
Tahsildar to give a land of six dandu (about 15 acres) in
Kottayam, in a venue chosen by the Ramban.'® Thus the land
was received as a donation from the Rani. One hundred slaves
(Pulayas) were also given for manual labor.” The foundation
stone was laid on Kumbom 3, 989 (Mid-February 1813).
Some of the supporters of Ittoop Ramban desired to have
the Seminary built somewhere near Kandanadu.? But
following Munro’s wish, Ramban chose the present site of
the Old Seminary.

The building was partially completed by March 1814 (
M.E.Meenom 990).>! Though Ittoop Ramban wanted to invite
Mar Philoxenos of Anjoor to stay and to give leadership for
the instruction in the Seminary, Mar Thoma VIII objected.
Consequently, Ittoop Ramban himself assumed the
responsibility.

Meanwhile, the British East India Company asked Munro
explanation regarding the disbursement of the interest of
the Syrian Fund to Ittoop Ramban. We can assume that Mar
Thoma VIII or his men would have sent petitions in this
respect. In fact the receipt of the Syrian Fund prescribes that
the interest shall be paid to “the Metropolitan, Metran, or
any other regularly constituted Prelate”.” Munro had handed
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over the interest to Ittoop Ramban, after having received a
voucher signed by the Ramban and four or six laymen. The
Madras Government did not approve the business. Munro
was directed either to produce a receipt signed by the Metran
or to retrieve the amount to the treasury. Col.Munro was in
embarrassment.”? The only solution was to ask Ittoop
Ramban to get Episcopal consecration. Thus, following the
Resident’s advise, the unwilling Ittoop Ramban went to
Anjoor and he was consecrated bishop by his friend Mar
Philoxenos at the Pazhanji church on Meenom 9, 991 (25*
March 1815). The new bishop was named Mar Joseph
Dionysius and he soon returned to Kottayam to resume his
responsibility. Mar Thoma VII was deeply sad at this
development and protested. Though he submitted a petition
to Munro, the Resident ignored it. On 21 Makarom 992
(January 1816), thanks to Munro’s recommendation, a royal
decree was issued confirming Mar Dionysius’ consecration.

In 1813 (ME 989, Kumbom 24), a church built in Thiruvalla
had been torched by a few Hindus. The Resident brought
them to justice and they were fined 60,000 kaliyam, half of
which went to the church and the other half to the Seminary.

Mar Thoma VIII, broken hearted and ill, consecrated his
uncle Ipe Kathanar with the name Mar Thoma IX and died
in 1816(ME 991, Thulam 12) at Niranam. Mar Dionysius
forced the new prelate to abdicate.

Funds and the Donations

The available documents provide different information
(not always contradictory) regarding the source of the funds
of the Seminary. Ittoop, being contemporary witness to the
foundation of the Seminary needs special attention. He gives
a list of donations that the Seminary received from the East
India Company and the Government of Travancore.*

1. 3,000 Star Pagodas that Mar Thoma VIII had deposited
in 1808 with the East India Company, at the initiative
of Col.Macaulay.

2. Rs.8, 000 being the share of the compensation that
was paid to the Thiruvalla church.”

3. Rs.20,000 was paid by the Government of Travancore
which included 80,000 panam



< A9 HAVAOT] 2AGB|(@QUZo MVOSRLAo P 91

4. That the Government had to pay to Thachil Mathu
Tharakan, a rich Roman Catholic business man who
fell victim to popular rage and royal disgrace. As he
had no legal heir to claim the amount, it was donated
to the Seminary, of course at the intervention of
Munro.

5. The Ranee of Travancore donated the land where the
Seminary was built, as well as a large property
(“Munro Island”) in Kallada, in 1818.

6. An amount of over Rs.14, 000 was collected from
England at the initiative of Joseph Fenn for various
works including the training of the clergy and the
printing of the Bible.

In fact when the construction was begun the interest of
the Syrian Fund and a similar amount collected by Ittoop
Ramban were the only funds available. The other donations
were added from 1816 onwards. A word is needed to say
about items 2 and 3.

In his letters addressed to the Missionaries, Munro refers
to the funds granted to the Seminary. Regarding the source
of item 2 (= Rs.8, 000), it is qualified as ‘donation”. In none
of his letters, Munro says that it was part of the compensation
paid to the Thiruvalla church. In 1838, the British Resident
J.S.Fraser, in his letter addressed to the Acting Diwan, refers
to it as a donation made by the Ranee in 1816 at the
recommendation of the Resident (Munro).?

In a letter to Rev.Norton (Feb.13, 1817), Munro expressed
his desire regarding the expenditure of the funds:

“It was my desire that the donation of Rs.8, 000 should
have been entirely laid out in the purchase of lands for the
support of the College, and that the buildings should have
been gradually erected from the interest of the company’s
bond of 3,000 Pagodas “*

In another letter, Munro said that this investment was
made to support 40 or 50 students.®® Later a donation of
Rs.2, 000 was added to it. Thus Munro wrote to Norton:

“Ibelieve that a donation of (2,000) Two Thousand Rupees
may still be expected to be made to the Syrians from the
same source that supplied the last donation of Rs.8, 000.”
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Here Munro does not say that the amount was a donation
from the Ranee. Therefore, Ittoop’s version of the origin of
the fund seems to be credible.

Regarding the donation of Rs.20, 000 (or 21,200) we have
the original letter written by Ranee Parvathi Bhai to
Col.Munro. We shall quote it.

“ We have received your letter stating that, in the amount
remitted from State funds to the Company’s Treasury on
account of subsidy due to the Company and in the loan
account, it is seen that there is a difference of Rs.21, 200, that
it is not definitely known how the difference arose, that
nevertheless if it is found that the amount rightly belongs to
the State funds, it is the Colonel’s desire that it should be
returned to the State funds, and further that if we of our
own accord give the said amount for the maintenance
expenses of the Kottayam Seminary it would enhance our
reputation in the country and increase the friendship of the
Company towards us...... Now it is our wish that the said
amount of Rs.21, 200, due to the State funds out of the
amount remitted to the Company’s Treasury should be given
towards the expenses of the Kottayam Seminary, it is
requested that this amount should be given and
arrangements be made for the proper discharge of Seminary
expenses. 28" Kumbom 993 (March 1818) “¥

Seminary under Pulikkottil Mar Joseph Dionysius:

The building of the Seminary was partially completed by
March 1814, and according to Ittoop, the instruction had
begun soon (1814?).>' Apparently Mar Thoma VIII was not
present at the laying of the foundation (Feb.1813) or at the
beginning of the studies.

Ittoop and other 19" and early 20" century sources say
that the studies had begun before the Episcopal consecration
of Mar Dionysius. But according to the Missionary sources,
the Seminary did not begin to function until July 1816. On
19" June 1816, Rev.Thomas Norton paid his first visit to
Kottayam. C.M.Agur writes: “ The Metropolitan Mar Joseph
(Dionysius) received him very kindly. The College building
was in a very advanced state — the white plastering of the
outside floor being nearly finished — as to be ready for use in
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another six months”*. Norton gave the Bishop one of the
Syriac copies of the Gospel of St. Mathew, sent to him by
Mr.Thompson, Secretary of the Corresponding Committee
of CMS. Norton was in fact a missionary to the Syrians until
the arrival of Benjamin Bailey in November 1816, and was
the channel of communication between the Syrians and
Col.Munro. If we believe, the Malankara Edavaka Patrika,
in their first meeting, Mar Dionysius asked Norton whether
they intend to ‘steal his people as the Portuguese did’. Norton
replied that he had come to redress the harms caused by the
Romans.*

Following his first visit in Travancore as a Missionary,
Norton sent a report to the Resident. Munro was chaffed at
the slowness with which the Metran carried out his plans,
namely the instruction of the clergy and the translation of
the Scripture. On 22" July 1816, Munro wrote to Norton:

“Iam very well pleased at your having visited Kottayam,
and at the advanced state in which you found the buildings
of the College. A course of instruction ought to be
commenced at the earliest practicable moment at the College
and I beg you will have the kindness to call upon the
Metropolitan for information regarding his intentions on that
subject. I shall have the pleasure of addressing to you without
delay a statement of my opinions respecting the plan of
education, and instruction proper to be established at the
College: but the bishop should in the meanwhile take
measures to collect teachers and students. I beg that you will
have a communication with him on this point and urge him
to carry into effect the injunctions which I have repeatedly
conveyed to him concerning it. I will also thank you to have
the progress that has been made in translating the Scriptures
into Malayalam and examining a manuscript translation of
the part of the New Testament which I put into the Bishop’s
hands nearly two years ago. The Bishop is naturally slow and
will lose much valuable time unless he is stimulated by our

advice and representations “.3

Munro’s letter gives the impression that the studies had
begun sometime after July 1816. Mar Dionysius passed away
on 24" November 1816. However, none the letters of the
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Missionaries or of Munro suggest that the instruction had
begun only after the demise of the Bishop.

We can assume that traditional instruction in Syriac
language and liturgy must have begun even before the
consecration of Mar Dionysius. In the beginning the response
must have been cold, and therefore Munro was annoyed. As
the subsequent history shows, he wanted to have a more
systematic education system at the Seminary.

Under Mar Dionysius, the main activity begun in the
Seminary seems to be the translation of the Scriptures. On
19* July 1816, Munro wrote to Mr. Thompson, Secretary of
the Corresponding Committee of the CMS:

“I have repeatedly urged the Bishop Joseph to hasten the
translation of the Scriptures; but I fear, from his age and
infirmities, that we cannot expect the completion of that
work until Mr.Norton shall be enabled by his knowledge of
Malayalam to take some part in the superintendence of it.

Mr.Norton has visited the College at Kottayam, and will
have informed you of its state. I trust that a system of
instruction on an extended scale will be commenced there
in the course of this year.”®

According to the Missionary sources, the building was
not completed during the lifetime of Mar Dionysius. Similarly
the construction of the chapel was begun by Mar Dionysius
and was completed after his death. On 13" March 1817,
Munro wrote to Norton : “ The late Metran (= Mar Dionysius)
informed me that he had begun to build a church at the
College. I don’t know what progress has been made in its
erection”.** As the works were not complete, Munro
promised financial assistance. Thus in May 1817, he wrote
to Norton:

“ 1 should also wish to receive an estimate of the sum
necessary for the completion of the College and the erection
of a church contiguous to it. I shall be able to procure a
donation, I hope, those purposes...”.

Benjamin Bailey who arrived at Kottayam in November
1816, a few days after the demise of Mar Dionysius, must
have played a part in the completion of the building and the
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chapel. In a letter addressed to Bailey Munro gave the
following direction:

“ You have stated that 400 Rupees will be sufficient to
finish the building of the College, and 500 Rupees to erect a
church, and I am happy to inform you that I have procured
a donation of 1,000 Rupees to the College which sum will be
sent to you from my Treasury at Quilon. I request that it
may be applied under your personal direction in completing
these works with the least possible delay. I request you to
know if any assistance is necessary to enable you to build
the church with expedition, Lieut.Gordon will be disposed
to furnish you with every facility in his power towards the
execution of that work. I shall be happy to learn from you at
what time you expect the College and the church to be ready
and completed. You will exercise your discretion in building
the church of such a size and form as you may judge to be
expedient “.%®

Obviously the donation of Rs.1, 000 was made by the
Ranee. The chapel built by Mar Dionysius and completed
by the Missionaries was much smaller than the present one
and detached from the main building. The present chapel,
as we will see, was built in the last decades of the 19™ century.

Colonel Munro and the Seminary:

Colonel Munro was genuinely interested to introduce
English Education for the Syrians and to translate the
Scriptures from Syriac to Malayalam, using educated
Kathanars. But he was not a missionary; however, he was a
committed Christian. He was a shrewd British official whose
plan was to use the native Christians for his Government.
He had political motivations behind the idea of the “ Mission
to the Syrians” of which he is considered as the patron.* In
a letter written in 1815 (to the CMS?) Munro revealed his
plans: “. the diffusion of genuine Christianity in India... (is)
a measure equally important to the interests of humanity
and to the stability of our power”.* For Munro “ genuine
Christianity “ meant Protestantism, especially the
Anglicanism. He was convinced that English education was
necessary for its advancement: “ An efficient and extended
system of education, particularly in the English language,



96 <4 219 e>aVI|MOE] 2AD|(MQIZo MVOSRIZo P

will contribute more effectually than any other plan to the
early and substantial advancement of the Protestant religion
in India”*!

In the same letter, Munro explained his plans regarding
the Seminary:

“The College proceeds under the present superintendence
of the new Bishop, Joseph: and it is my intention to adopt
the best measures in my power for placing it in a state of
efficiency, and combining its operations with a system of
parish schools among the Syrians, which already exists in a
certain degree and is susceptible of much improvement. The
principal object of the establishment of the College in
Travancore was to instruct the Kathanars and officiating
priests among the Syrians in a competent knowledge of the
Syriac language in which they are at present too generally
deficient (....). Another object was to procure copies of the
scriptures in the Syriac language, and it was intended that
the students in the course of their education should transcribe
the Bible to the greatest possible extent (.....). The laity were
also to be taught the Syriac. The plan of the College was also
intended to comprehend a system of instruction in
Malayalam to priests and the laity, and of translating the
scriptures and the religious books into that language for
general circulation and use.”*

As we will see later, Munro wanted to have a Missionary
at the head of the Seminary, who could eventually control
the Metran and the Church. But during the lifetime of Mar
Joseph Dionysius, Munro did not interfere very much in the
administration of the Seminary and the Church. There might
be two reasons behind it. Firstly, “The Kottayam Mission” had
just started and he wanted time to win the confidence of the
Syrians. Secondly, T.Norton was the only Missionary available
at that time and he was stationed in Alleppey.

In his letters to Norton and to the CMS, Munro revealed
his plans concerning the Seminary and the Syrian Church.
But he did not seem to have regarded Norton as the suitable
person for executing his plans, though he wanted him to
supervise the translation of the Scriptures from Syriac to
Malayalam.* Munro patiently waited for the arrival of new
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missionaries who were suitable for the task. Thus on 22"
January 1817, he wrote to Mr.Thompson:

“ Our object is to establish on sure foundations, what I
may term the head-quarters of the Travancore Mission; and
I think that Alleppey is in every view, the best place for the
purpose (....). At this place, and also perhaps at Kottayam, I
propose that all the new Missionaries that may arrive, shall
fix their residence; and prosecute their studies. It is also
necessary that an English Missionary should be fixed at
Kottayam, and put into efficient superintendence over the
Syrians and the College “*

As an interim arrangement, Munro had chosen Benjamin
Bailey to supervise the College. In March (13*) 1817, he wrote
to Norton:

“ Regulations for the interior government of the College
will be extremely necessary and I should be happy if
Mr.Bailey would prepare some at his earliest convenience.
Mr.Bailey should establish his personal residence at Kottayam
without any delay, and assume the general supervision of
the affairs of the College.”*

Within a few days, Bailey and his family moved over to
Kottayam (March 1817).* In August 1817, Munro instructed
Bailey to take control over the funds of the Seminary:

“I'must request that you will assume yourself the direction
and management of all the funds belonging to the College;

employing a Committee of principal authorities attached to
it.”4

Beginning of English Education:

As soon as Bailey settled down in Kottayam, the teaching
of the English language was started at the Seminary. We can
assume that the instruction had begun in March or April
1817. Thus in a letter on 29" May 1817, Munro expressed
his approval: “ I approve very much indeed of your
commencing a course of instruction in the English language,
and I request earnestly that you will continue it with vigour
“ % However, systematic teaching of English would not have
begun before the middle of 1818.%
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Munro’s interest in the health of the inmates:

Munro paid attention to every aspect of the community
life at the Seminary. Once he had to order compulsory
vaccination for the inmates against smallpox. His letter to
Bailey in this regard shows the attitude of the people of
Travancore in the 19" century towards the new form of
medical treatment:

I am exceedingly concerned at the Metropolitan’s illness:*
but I encourage a confident hope that it has had a favourable
termination. I am surprised at the prejudices manifested by
the Syrians against vaccination: and I am of opinion that it
will be very desirable that you should endeavour to remove
their fears and doubts upon that subject. Doctor Proven has
ordered some Native Vaccinators to be stationed at Kottayam
and every person attached to the College, who has not had
the smallpox, should be vaccinated immediately. I beg you
will inform them that I have given orders to this effect; and
that if they are not promptly executed, I shall be obliged to
enforce them through Police. These people are so ignorant
and weak that we must sometimes threaten them into their
own good. I think, however, that if the Metropolitan exerted
himself, the whole body of the Syrians would very soon be
vaccinated “.°!

Munro wants to centralize the clergy training:

Munro was very careful to execute his plans regarding
the Syrian Church. His ultimate intention was to reform the
Syrian Church according to the Protestant principles and he
found that education of the clergy was the best means to
achieve his goal. Translation of the Scriptures and the
foundation of parish schools were part of this project. We
have already noted that the traditional formation of the Syrian
clergy was done at the Malpan Schools. Munro’s first step of
‘reformation’ was to suppress such Schools and to centralize
the training of the clergy. Thus he directed that all the deacons
should study at the Seminary, and no body shall be ordained
without Seminary training.

In 1817, he wrote to Bailey:

“I request that all the pupils in the other churches may be
called directly to the College: and that no person shall be
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ordained as a priest unless he shall have passed some time at
the College, and undergone a regular examination. You must
see this and every other arrangement carried into effect; for
be assured that whatever you leave to the discretion of the
Syrians will be neglected “.>

Seminary Library:

Munro’s dream was to make the “Syrian College” (as the
Seminary was called in the Missionary sources), one of the
best educational institutions of the region. He planned to
have a good library in the Seminary. In February 1817, he
shared his ides with Norton: “ I trust that a select library of
English books will in short period of time be attached to the
College at Kottayam “.* Munro and the Missionaries wrote
to the Committee of the CMS in this regard. The Missionary
Register of 1821 appealed to its readers to contribute books
for the Seminary Library.>

Col.Welsh, who visited the Seminary between 1820 and
1830, describes the library:

“ On the second storey is a library containing two
thousand two hundred and fifty elegantly-bound volumes
of theology, astronomy, mathematics, history — and, in short,
every science — in the English, French, Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
Malayalam, Persian, Arabic and German languages as well
as repository of scientific instruments containing globes,
orreries, telescopes, an electrifying machine, air-pump, magic
lantern, microscopes, etc., all of the best quality. The
professors, or gentlemen of the Mission, have rooms upon
this floor in which they examine the students, etc., and the
present establishment consists of three English gentlemen
(Messrs. Fenn, Bailey and Baker)..... with a very clever young
man, named Ryan, as a Greek and Latin tutor, and various
native assistants. In the same compound the English
gentlemen have lately built a small scale for their own use of
the simplest and most modest construction, but perfectly
adapted to the purpose of so small a congregation...”.”

As we will see later, the entire library had been shifted to
the New College (the present CMS College) after 1838.



100 < 219 BAVAMOG)] 2AS|(MQAZo MOS0 P

A Printing press at the Seminary:

“ I hope to have a press at the College, but we must not
attempt too much at once”, wrote Munro to Norton in 1817.%
Munro thought that a press is necessary to print the
Scriptures translated by the Kathanars at the Seminary and
to publish tracts and books to propagate the Protestant
doctrines and to provide textbooks for the Schools and the
College.

In 1817, when the translation of a few books was ready; it
was sent to Serampore to get printed at the famous Mission
Press.” Munro planned to send a few Kathanars to Culcutta
to be trained in printing:

“ The present plan is to send the translation when
completed to Culcutta and to send with it some learned
Kathanars who would superintend and correct the
impression and correct the impression and might also learn
the art of printing. After the impression is made, the types
may perhaps be presented to the College at Kottayam: and
with this view it will be desirable that some of the Kathanars
should be instructed in the business of printing. It would be
also useful if they learned to make paper and bind books “.**

The missionaries, for their part, wrote to the Church
Missionary Society, and the press arrived in October 1822
(three years after Munro had retired and left Travancore). It
came by way of Bombay to Alleppey and finally reached
Kottayam. The next step was to get Malayalam type. The
Madras Government had obtained from Serampore the
apparatus for making moulds. Unfortunately, the Malayalam
fount casted by the Government was defective. But Bailey
was determined and patient. He had never seen a type
foundry. With the help of a few books on printing, chiefly
the Encyclopaedia Britannica, a common carpenter and two
silversmiths, Bailey casted the founts. The same team made
a press also, which, though primitive in look was used for
many years and is still preserved as a monument in the CMS
Press, Kottayam. The Press was initially installed at the
Seminary and was shifted to the site of the present CMS
Press after the Cochin Award of 1840.
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A Hospital attached to the Seminary?

V. Nagam Aiya makes a sweeping reference to the
existence of a hospital:

“ In 1815, Rani Lakshmi Bai made a donation of Rs.20,
000 to the funds of the College and a monthly grant of Rs.70
for the hospital attached to it”.” Nagam Aiya does not
provide the reference to the source of this information.
W.S.Hunt also speaks of a grant of “Rs.70 p.m. for a hospital
to be attached to the College.®”” However, we do not know,
whether this hospital ever functioned.

Finance of the Seminary:

We have already noted that the Ranee of Travancore had
donated about 29,000 Rupees in three installments, under
the influence of Col.Munro. In that amount Rs.1, 000 was
spent for the building of the Seminary and the Chapel. The
remaining amount was invested in land, so that the Seminary
gets regular income. The land of the Seminary and the Munro
Island in Kallada were also received as grants from the
Government of Travancore. As we have already mentioned,
by 1816, Munro ensured that the Seminary gets a regular
income for the support of 40 or 50 students.

Munro acted as if the Seminary is an institution under
his supervision. Apparently Mar Philoxenos of Anjoor was
staying in the Seminary since the demise of Joseph Mar
Dionysius. Munro completely ignored him and Norton was
asked to have ‘strict control over all the disbursements at
the College’. With the arrival of Bailey and the consecration
of Punnathara Mar Dionysius, the control became almost
absolute.

Norton and Bailey apprised the Resident of the
disbursements. Thus in a letter addressed to Bailey (6" August
1817), Munro made the following remarks:

“ The account of the College contained in your letter of
the 14™ July is not quite so promising as I had expected: and
great exertions are necessary on the part of us all, in order to
give proper effect to that institution “®!

Then the Resident discussed the means to increase the
income to meet the expenses of the Students and the teachers:
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“ With respect to (....) the maintenance of at least 50
students at the College, I am unable to express a decided
opinion until the state of the accounts is submitted to me.
According to your calculation about 1,000 chukrums per
annum will be requisite for the maintenance of each student,
making 50,000 chukrums, or about 2,000 Rupees, necessary
for the annual maintenance of 50 students, besides the pay
of schoolmasters. I am very desirous to purchase lands in
the name and on the part of the College sufficient to produce
that annual income and I shall be obliged to you to make
enquiries regarding the terms on which lands could be
procured for that purpose. The lands should, if possible, be
situated in the vicinity of the College (....). I am in hopes of
being able to procure a considerable donation of money to
the College; and if I should succeed I shall be desirous of
vesting the money in the purchase of lands as an endowment
for the support of the College, and the masters and students
attached to it. I conclude that land may be procured near
Kottayam at the rate of about ten or twelve years” purchase:
and that for 20,000 Rupees a sufficient extent of ground may
be purchased to yield an annual income of 1,500 or 2,000
Rupees. But the present funds and resources of the College
must be carefully examined: and rendered as productive as
may be practicable. The sum of 240 Pagodas is paid annually
to the Syrians from my treasury on account of the Bond of
3,000 Pagodas vested in the Company’s funds: and that sum
of 240 Pagodas should be entirely appropriated to the College.
(....) I must again request that you will assume yourself the
direction and management of all the funds belonging to the
College; employing with you a Committee of the principal
authorities attached to it.”®

The Missionary Register of December 1821 gives a
summary of the annual expenses of the Seminary:

“ The principal expenses of the College are, the Salaries of
the Metropolitan at 70 Rupees per month, of the Senior
Malpan at 20 Rupees per month, and of the servants required
at the College, amounting altogether to 170 Rupees and
upward. Then expenses of each student per day is one
chukram and three-quarters, besides their clothes and other
incidental expenses”.®*Following a request from the
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Missionaries, on 17" October 1821, the Corresponding
Committee of the CMS granted “ a quarterly allowance of
125 Rupees, to supply the deficit in the resources of the
College at Cotym “®*.

Seminary under Benjamin Bailey
(March 1817- October 1818):

Bailey was the first English head of the ‘Syrian College’.
He and his wife resided in the Seminary, where Mar
Philoxenos of Anjoor was already living. The Baileys might
have lived there until the arrival of Joseph Fenn and family
in October 1818, when both of the families moved over to
the houses specially built for them. The baileys shifted to a
bungalow, where the CNI is situated and Fenns to another
one, which later became the Residence of the Principals of
the CMS College.*

As we have already noted, Munro gave instructions to
Bailey to take control of the affairs of the Seminary and the
Church. Though Bailey started a course in English at the
Seminary, immediately after his arrival, instructions became
regular and systematic only in 1818. As Agur said: “ Though
Mr.Bailey devoted himself to the instruction of the Kathanars,
he was chiefly engaged in literary work, the translation of
the Scriptures, the Book of Common Prayer &c. into

Malayalam and the compilation of dictionaries “.%

During his tenure as ‘Principal” of the Seminary, Bailey
could not contribute much, as he did not have sufficient
knowledge of Syriac and Malayalam. However, he mastered
both in a couple of years. His important contribution to the
‘Mission” was that he could win the confidence of the Syrian
clergy and prepare the ground for ‘reformation” under Fenn.
In the words of Hunt: “ Mr.Fenn found on his arrival, that
he (Bailey) had secured a degree beyond what could have
been reasonably expected, the confidence of the Syrian clergy,
no easy matter.”®’

Seminary under Joseph Fenn (October 1818 — 1826):

Joseph Fenn was a successful barrister before becoming a
missionary. It was Claudius Buchanan’s Christian Researches
that impelled him offer himself to the Church Missionary
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Society.®® In 1816, he was ordained, and in 1817 he sailed for
Madras with his wife. Fenns reached Kottayam in October
1818. They took abode in the Seminary for sometime before
moving into the present Bungalow of the CMS College.”

It was under Fenn that the branches of instruction as
desired by Munro were introduced. English education, which
was already started under Bailey, became systematic. Thus
the instruction of English language had begun for the first
time in Kerala in 1818. The prospect of the Serampore College
was issued in 1818, and it was opened in 1821. The Nagercoil
Seminary, forerunner of the Scott Christian College was
started in 1819.7

In fact the English education was introduced not merely
for the sake of the clergy. The Government of Travancore,
especially the Resident, looked to the Seminary as a place to
train English-speaking officials. This was mentioned by the
CMS Corresponding Committee for the year 1818, which
insisted that ‘several branches of instruction foreign to a
missionary’s office and objects” must be provided™.

Mr.Fenn seems to have assumed charge as Principal,
immediately on arrival. Mr.Bailey spent most of his time to
translation and to printing, which was begun a little later in
the Seminary itself. Fenn’s first report mentions that three
or four of the best students were learning English and that
he himself taught three hours daily. Two young men from
Madras, named Jones and Hamilton were appointed as
English masters”.

The Missionary Register of December 1821, contains a
report of the Missionaries, which gives us a cleat picture of
the Seminary:

“ The number of students is 42; of whom, 21 have passed
through the five initiatory Ordinations. Their improvement
has been tolerably good. Some can read English as well as
the generality of our own youths, and are making advances
in the real knowledge of it. All have acquired some
knowledge of Figures: and some can go through the first
four Rules of Arithmetic, according to our mode and in our
language, with the same readiness as Youth at home. In
Sanskrit and Malayalam, the progress is fair. With regard to
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the Syriac, we have hitherto refrained from any interference
in the mode of teaching; but an alteration is absolutely
necessary: no grammar is taught: the progress is
uncommonly slow; and the knowledge acquired of no use
beyond the simple translation of the parts of Scripture which
have been learnt”: as the best foundation of a change, we
have directed the attention of the most proficient Student to
study Latin language. Dr.Watt’s First and Second Catechism
for children are among the books which the students are
learning; and, though simple in themselves, they contain what
the Students have hitherto been very ignorant of. The
Committee will be pleased to hear that the application of
many of the students has been great. Many of them, not
more than 12, 13 or 14 years old, were up till past twelve
o’clock of a night, learning the tasks assigned to them””.

The Anglicans themselves criticized the use of Watt’s
Catechism as a text for the Eastern Clergy”. Fenn found that
a basic text is necessary and no equally simple manual was
available. The little book long continued to be employed by
Mission teachers.

In 1822, Bailey, Fenn and Baker jointly sent the following
report on the Seminary to the British Resident Col.Newall:

“ The College was begun by the late Metropolitan Mar
Dionysius; and continued by the present Metropolitan under
the patronage of the late British Resident Colonel Munro. It
was endowed with extensive grants of land and money by
Her Highness the Rani; and is now in operation under the
eye of the Metropolitan, who resides in it as its head. The
establishment consists of two Malpans or Syrian Doctors,
who, besides their lectures in Syriac officiate daily in the
College Chapel; a learned Jew of Cochin, Teacher of Hebrew,
toward which language the attention of the Malpans and
others is excited; two native teachers of Sanskrit; an English
teacher and his assistant. It is in contemplation to introduce
the study of the Latin and Greek languages and a general
acquaintance with European Literature. The number of
students is 51. 18 of whom have received the initiatory
Ordinations; and from the experience which we have already
had, we feel fully justified in expressing our conviction, that
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the students will prosecute their studies with credit to
themselves and the Institution. The annual revenue of the
College, consisting of the interest arising from the investment
of the Royal Grants above alluded to and from other sources,
amounts to somewhat more than 2500 Rupees; and its
expenditure, including the expenses of the Metropolitan and
his attendants, exceeds 4500 Rupees. The excess of the
expenditure is borne by the Church Missionary Society. Even
with this assistance, the funds of the College are by no means
sufficient. The building itself requires great alterations and
improvements. The commencement of a very valuable
library has been made; the completion of which, will, of
course be a matter of considerable expenses. No income has
yet accrued from the Royal Grant of the property near Quilon;
on the contrary, it has been a very heavy burden upon the
funds of the College, and will require the laying out of a
much larger sum before it can be made productive.””

Bailey and others conclude their report with the hope that
the Seminary will soon become an Institution of high
academic standard :

“ We beg leave to observe that (....) considerable hope is
entertained, that it will eventually be under the immediate
guidance of men of regular academical habits, and of
acknowledged reputation for learning in our English
universities”” .

Col.Newal was not favorably disposed to the Mission.
Therefore, the Missionaries had kept silence regarding their
works in the Syrian Church and their control over the
Seminary and the Metropolitan.

The missionaries always wanted to maintain high standard
of education. In 1824, Mr.Fenn wrote: * The great
desideratum, which has been ever kept in view, has been
the promoting of habits of study and reflection and
investigation, as well as the inspiring of a certain confidence
in their natural powers’. For this reason, he thought that Latin
should be taught. It was expected to promote thinking as
opposed to memorizing”.

Col.Welsh, who visited the Seminary several times in
1820s, write that he was present at the examination of seven
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native students, apparently between the ages of fourteen and
seventeen. ‘ The first book was Virgil, which they were
learning; a passage from Caesar’s Commentaries, which they
had never read before was given to them, which they
immediately rendered into good English. They showed a
‘surprising proficiency in the grammars of two languages
equally foreign to them’”.

Richard Collins wrote on the subjects taught in 1826:

“The subjects read by the first class in 1826 were Virgil,
Horace, Xenophon, St.John’s Gospel, Syriac (including
instruction in the mode of performing mass, with the various
crossings, waving of the hands, bowing, incensing, & c.),
English, Elucid and history. A great attempt was made to
cultivate the mind, but little regard to theology”®.

This shows that the missionaries did not interfere with
the traditional training in liturgical ceremonies given to the
candidates for priesthood. Collins adds that the missionaries
were careful not to irritate the Syrians®. But they wanted to
introduce more courses in Theology. In 1825, Fenn wrote:

“Catechisms, portions of the Scriptures and homilies, they
read and learn, but he study of theology as a science, seems
to me the last which should be taught, and till the mind is
little enlarged, and emancipated from prejudice and
passion”®,

Unlike the Latin Portuguese Missionaries, hasty actions
and take over by force were not part of the policy of the
Anglican Missionaries. Their method was gradual
reformation through education and persuasion.

Though virtual take over was planned and directed by
Munro, later the Missionaries seem to have been cautious.
They made diplomatic statements regarding their
relationship with the Syrians. Thus Fenn said: “ It is the
College of the Syrian Church, not of the mission. The
missionaries have identified themselves with Syrian
community, and have lived on that close and intimate footing
with the prelates of the Church that all the affairs of it came
under their notice.*”
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Fenn and the Mavelikara Assembly of 1818:

On December 3, 1818, more than 700 laymen and 40
Kathanars assembled at Mavelikara, following a circular
issued by Punnathara Mar Dionysius. The Assembly was
convened a few days after his consecration, which took place
in Mid-November 1818 (ME 993 Thulam 26). The purpose
of the assembly (obviously convened following the advice of
the Missionaries) was to present the project of reformation
and to get the approval. Fenn and Bailey assumed the
direction of the Assembly. Richard Collins writes:

“The Metropolitan took his seat in front of them, with
Mr. Fenn and Mr.Bailey on either side of him. After the Litany
had been read by Mr.Bailey and the First Epistle to Timothy
by two Kathanars, Mr.Fenn delivered through an interpreter
an address, in which he suggested many important measures
for the benefit and restoration of the Church. Amongst other
things it was now proposed that six of the elder Kathanars
should be appointed to define, in conjunction with the
Metran and Malpan, the existing rites and ceremonies, and
worship of the Syrian Church, in order that every part of
them might be canvassed by them and the missionaries, and
brought to the test of Scripture”®.

Metran was ignored and Fenn addressed the Assembly
and exhorted the participants for reformation. But the
response was very cold. Collins writes: “ It does not appear,
however, that very much was accomplished by this
conference”™.

In spite of the dissatisfaction of the Kathanars, Punnathara
Mar Dionysius continued to extent his support to the
Missionaries. James Hough, who visited Travancore in 1820,
called on the Metran and asked : “ Have you any
improvements to suggest in the College regulations, the mode
of instruction, or in any other part of the measures now
pursued?”. His reply was : “No, none whatever”®.

Seminary under Dr.John William Doran (1826-1830):

Dr. John William Doran, the first graduate Missionary of
the CMS, was Fenn’s successor. He was an MA of Trinity
College, Dublin and received a DD after his return home.
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Dr.Doran’s report gives us the clearest view we posses of the
Seminary at its working at that time. We shall quote the
summary given by Hunt:

“In Class I, the highest, were five students whose ages
ranged from seventeen to twenty and who had been in the
institution from 1819 or 1820. Two of them were deacons.
Their Latin subjects were Virgil and Horace; their Greek ones
St.John’s Gospel and Xenophon; they learnt also Syriac,
English, Euclid and History.

In Class II e were seven students, studying Virgil, Greek
Grammar, Sanskrit, English, Arithmetic and Geography.

In Class III there were four students, all deacons, studying
Caesar, Syriac and English.

In Class IV the leading boy out of four was a Nayar of
great talents and good disposition.

In Class V and VI were six and twenty-two students
respectively who learnt Latin, Sanskrit, English, Arithmetic
and Geography, except the deacons who learnt Syriac and
English only. Their ages ranged from twenty down to eight,
a heterogeneous lot suddenly promoted to the College from
the grammar school and parish schools to take the places of
students who had struck against a new rule as to their
dress”¥.

Doran, like his predecessor and successors, was amazed
at the ease with which most of the students memorized: “
thinking was not their strong point: whereof, they did not
shine at Mathematics”®.

There were 103 youths under Doran. Col.Welsh and
Archdeacon Robinson who visited the Seminary during
Doran’s time, were very much impressed with the Library
and the quality of the education®.

Doran’s successors:

Doran retired invalid in 1830. As Bailey left for England
on furlough (1830-1833), Baker was the sole Missionary left
in Kottayam. James Baker Morewood, a Missionary who had
recently joined the Kottayam Mission was put in charge of
the Seminary. One day a young deacon had committed some
offence and he was beaten by Morewood . This provoked
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the students, who quitted the Seminary almost en masse.
Soon Baker assumed charge, confidence was restored and
the students returned to the institution. In that time out of
the 100 students, 50 were deacons®.

From the beginning of 1833 till November 1835, Baker
also left on furlough. When Joseph Peet arrived in May 1833,
no Missionary was in Kottayam until the arrival of
W.J.Woodcock on July 30, 1834

Seminary under Joseph Peet (1833-1836):

Joseph Peet was the last European Principal of the
Seminary. He served for nearly three years (May 1833 to
January 1836), which was, in the words of P.Cherian “ the
most unfortunate period in the history of the Mission of
help”®* Peet was only thirty five years old, when he arrived
at Kottayam in May 1833. For about a year, he was the only
English Missionary at Kottayam, until when he was joined
in July 1834, by W.J.Woodcock, a man of about twenty five
years old. Bailey returned from furlough in October 1834
and Baker in November 1835.

In 1833, due to the threat of Cholera, the Seminary was
closed for sometime. When Peet arrived in May 1833, the
Seminary was almost deserted, and his earliest efforts were
to collect students and to supervise the instruction.”

In 1835, following the insistence of Mr.Peet, Cheppattu
Mar Dionysius gave him a written undertaking regarding
the future ordinations:

“Iam bound for the future not to ordain Kathanars before
I get a written satisfactory testimony from Rev.Mr.Peet and
the Malpan who is in the College, that they have a good
knowledge of the Scripture both in Syriac and Malayalam.”**

Such an agreement, though unwritten, existed between
Punnathara Mar Dionysius and the Missionaries. The
implication of a written agreement was much more important
than it would appear. For the Syrian Church, it meant that
the Missionaries controlled the selection and ordination of
the candidates for the priesthood. Metropolitan felt offended
and the leading Kathanars were quite unhappy about it. Mar
Dionysius avoided confrontation and conceded to some of
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the demands of the Missionaries. Thus on 18" March 1835,
he had signed a document stating that the property of the
Seminary shall be vested in the names of the Metropolitan
and the Missionaries jointly.”

Bishop Daniel Wilson’s Visit (1835):

In November 1835, Bishop Daniel Wilson of Culcutta
arrived on the scene to persuade the Metran to follow the
lines of reformation as proposed by the Missionaries. On 19"
November he reached Kottayam and on Saturday 21
November 1835, he invited the Metran to Bailey’s residence
and talked on the reforms to be introduced in the Syrian
Church. The Assistant Resident Captain White was also
present. Bishop Wilson suggested six points for the
consideration of the Syrian Church.”

1. The Metran should ordain those who had passed
through the Seminary and obtained certificate of good
conduct and learning.

2. Accounts of the churches should be submitted
annually to the British Resident.

3. An Endowment shall be instituted so that the
Kathanars may receive regular income, instead of
uncertain fees from offering of Eucharist for the dead.

4. Schools should be established in every parish church.

5. The Kathanars should preach on the Gospel every
Sunday during the Liturgy.

6. Liturgy shall be revised and as Syriac is not understood
by common people, it shall be celebrated in
Malayalam.”

Cheppattu Mar Dionysius patiently listened to the
suggestions and promised to consult his Church and make
known the decision to the Bishop. We do not know whether
Bishop Wilson suggested to convene a Synod to discuss the
proposals.

The first three suggestions were absolutely unacceptable
to the Syrians. The first suggestion could eventually lead to a
situation in which the missionaries control the ordinations.
‘Certificate of learning and good conduct” from the
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Missionaries obviously meant that the candidate is willing
to serve their goals.

Submitting the accounts to the Resident’s office meant
that the Syrian Church becomes part of the British Rule and
total control by the Missionaries. Regular income for the
Kathanars from an endowment controlled by the
Missionaries was also aimed at putting pressure on them to
accept the reforms. Bishop Wilson thought that when the
Kathanars are deprived of income from the Service for the
departed, gradually the practice would die out. The real
intention behind the “friendly” suggestions was obvious for
the Metran and the leaders of the Church.

Mavelikara Padiyola (1836):

Within less than six weeks after his meeting with Bishop
Wilson, Cheppattu Mar Dionysius convened an assembly at
Mavelikara. More than fifty Kathanars and between 700 and
800 laymen assembled there on 16™ January 1836 (5"
Makarom 1011). Mar Coorilos of Anjoor (who succeeded Mar
Philoxenos in 1829) was also present. The assembly discussed
the suggestions of Bishop Wilson and unanimously rejected
them. A resolution was adopted at the Assembly, which was
known as Mavelikara Padiyola (= resolution)®.

Last days of the Missionaries at the Seminary

After the Mavelikara Assembly, most of the students left
the Seminary. Probably the Metran had instructed them in
this regard. However, Konat Abraham Malpan (who had
been dismissed by Peet), had told the churches in the North
not to let any deacons come to the Seminary. The
Missionaries, therefore, wrote to the Metran that a number
of deacons had not returned, and ‘desiring him to account
for their absence, and to give orders for their immediate
return, or the vacancies would be filled up “.*

In April 1836, Sarah Baker, daughter of Henry Baker,
wrote to her brother: “The Mission is in a very unsettled
state at present. There are very few deacons in the College.”'®
Thus we can assume that immediately after the Mavelikara
Assembly, the students must have left."”® Those who
remained might be the deacons who were under the
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obedience of Palakkunnathu Abraham Malpan and Eruthical
Markose Kathanar.

With the remaining students and Malpans, the
Missionaries continued their work for two more years. Joseph
Peet, who became Principal in 1833, continued in charge till
1838, when he moved to Mavelikara. Mr.Peet had moved
the students from the Old Seminary on October 2, 1838 to
a shed, made of plaited palm leaves, near the proposed site
of the new College (present CMS College, Kottayam).!® Just
before leaving the Seminary, Peet dismissed two of the few
remaining deacons, obviously who were opposed to the
reforms. Palakkunnathu Abraham Malpan taught at the new
College for two years, until he resigned in 1840, ‘to dedicate
himself for the reforms’.'®

Between 1838 and 1852, the Seminary seems to have
remained closed. The major event that took place during this
period was the Cochin Arbitration Award, which granted the

possession of the Seminary to the Syrians'™.

However, Cheppattu Mar Dionysius was unable to see
that the studies shall be resumed in the Seminary. E.M.Philip
says that the Seminary discontinued to function, as funds
were not available. Though the Resident promised to disburse
the amount awarded by the Punchayat, as a sign of protest,
Mar Dionysius, refused to draw it.'® Apparently, he did not
take the initiative to elect or to nominate the co-trustees.
Consequently, he could not draw the interest of the Syrian
Fund. Similarly, the amount (Rs.6088) awarded by the
arbitration Commission was also not drawn. He continued
to send petitions to the Madras Government and they were
ignored. Another factor that prevented him from drawing
the amount was a memorandum submitted by some Syrians
of the reformed group to the Resident, requesting him not
to pay the amount to Mar Dionysius.'®

Seminary under Mathews Mar Athanasius

In 1842, Mathews Mar Athanasius, the first bishop of the
Mar Thoma Syrian Church was consecrated by the Patriarch
Mar Elias II of Antioch in Mardin. The new Metran arrived
in Travancore in May 1843 (ME 1018 Edavam). In July 1852
(ME 1027 Karkidakam 15), the Travancore Government issued



114 < 219 BAVAMOG)] 2AS|(MQAZo MOS0 P

a Royal Proclamation acknowledging Mar Athanasius as the
Metropolitan of the Syrians. Soon he took possession of the
Old Seminary.

If we believe Mr.Ittoop, Mar Athanasius soon took the
initiative to resume the studies at the Seminary. He negotiated
with the Government authorities to draw the arrears of the
interest of the Syrian Fund, and the amount awarded by the
Cochin Punchayat, so that the amount could be used for the
Seminary. Ittoop says that, though the studies were resumed
under Mar Athanasius, it was soon discontinued.!?”

Meanwhile, on 22" February 1858 (ME 1033 Kumbom12)
a few Syrians from Kottayam, who were employed in Cochin
met at the residence of Mr.Ittoop Writer and resolved to
resume the studies at the Seminary. They formed a Society
and decided to raise funds towards the Salary of competent
masters to teach Syriac, English and Malayalam. They could
collect about Rs.300 and Mar Athanasius was promptly
informed. He was pleased and donated Rs.1000, and Mar
Coorilos of Anjoor made a donation of Rs.300. They were
able to collect more that Rs.2000 in a short period.

A few weeks later (on 24™ Meenom = April 1858), Mar
Athanasius sent a circular to all the churches informing them
of the decisions of the meeting at Mr.Ittoop’s residence. One
of the decisions was that “ the correspondence and the
accounts shall be managed by a Committee consisting of four
members, nominated each year by the Metran’.!®®

Ittoop writes that the Society of the employed Syrians
planned to collect Rs.80,000 to be invested as fixed deposits,
so that it may bring a monthly interest of Rs.200 (at the rate
of 3%) for the expenses of salary and books.'” The Society
was able to run the Seminary for fourteen months. An
Englishman and a native assistant were appointed to teach
English and Kaithayil Geevarghese Malpan (Puthupally) and
Ayroor Philipose Kathanar for Syriac.

However, after fourteen months, (in 1859 = ME 1034),
Mar Athanasius sent a letter to the Society instructing to
discontinue the studies. Ittoop dos not give the reason for
this intervention by the Metran. A few years later, the
Seminary was revived by the reformed party. According to
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the information provided by C.M.Agur, in the 1870s Malpan
P.Joshua Kathanar from Kandanadu was the Rector of the
Seminary. K.Paulos Kathanar and G.Philipose Kathanar of
Kozhencherry and Ayroor parishes served as Professors of
Theology and of the Syriac Language, and Mar Thomas
Athanasius was the President of the ‘College Council’.!*?
According to Agur, in 1859, there were 82 students at the
Seminary; but in 1874, their number was only 50.'"

Mathews Mar Athanasius died on July 16, 1877 and was
succeeded by Mar Thomas Athanasius who occupied the
Seminary till 1887.

The Seminary Case (1879-1889)

In 1879, Pulikkottil Mar Joseph Dionysius II (nephew of
the late Joseph Dionysius I), the canonical Metropolitan of
the Orthodox Syrian Church, sued Mar Thomas Athanasius
for the recovery of the immovable properties of the Church,
including the Seminary. In 1884, the case was decided in
favor of Mar Dionysius. Mar Thomas Athanasius appealed
to the Travancore High Court, which in 1886 confirmed the
decision of the lower court. Following the verdict of the High
Court, Mar Dionysius arrived at the Seminary to take
possession of it. Since the Seminary was found locked, he
sought the assistance of the judicial court and a special order
was issued to open the locks. Finally in July 1887, (= ME
1061, Karkidakam 3) Mar Dionysius entered the Seminary
along with Mar Simeon Athanasius a visiting Antiochene
prelate.''?

Mar Athanasius appealed to the Royal Court, which also
confirmed the decision in Mar Dionysius” favor in October
1889.

Seminary in 1889

The verdict of the Royal Court in 1889 gives a picture of
the Seminary when it was ordered to be given to Pulikkottil
Joseph Mar Dionysius. The verdict mentions a few buildings
in the attached to the Seminary, which were subsequently
demolished or to some properties, that were later disposed.

The following were granted to Mar Dionysius by the Royal
Court:'?
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A SCHEDULE:

1-6 . Land in which the Seminary (Padithapally) is situated
and the paddy fields attached to it (Estimated price 2500
panam).

1. The three storied Seminary building with tile roofing
(E.P. 21,000 p.)

2. On the eastern side of the Seminary and near it, single
storied church with palm-leaf roofing (ola) and
Verandah on three sides (E.P.5,000 p.)

3. On the northern side and near it a dining hall, with
palm leaf roofing (E.P.1,000 p.)

4. Near it and on the northern side a Kitchen with palm
leaf roofing (E.P.200 p).

5. On the western side of the Seminary, a granary
(Nelpura) with palm leaf roofing (E.P.1500 p).

6. On the southern side, a boat-house with palm leaf
roofing (E.P.500 p).

7. Veluthedathu Purayidom near the Seminary (E.P.500
p)-

8. In Chennithala Village, Chengannur, Nenthraveli
paddy field (700 para)- (E.P.35,000 p.) 15-17.
Land and a building in Kayamkulam.

Among these properties, the Nentraveli paddy field ( #

14) was procured by Mathews Mar Athanasius, with the

Arrears of the Syrian Fund and the amount of the Cochin
award.'

In 1893, The Malankara Edavaka Patrika gives interesting
information regarding the disposal of some of the properties
of the Church and the Seminary by Mathews Mar
Athanasius.'” This article by an anonymous writer is in fact
a reply to an allegation made by the Malankara Sabha
Tharaka (official publication of the Mar Thoma Church) that
Mar Joseph Dionysius had mismanaged the Church
properties. We shall summarize the contents of the article:

“ Following immovable properties came to the possession
of Mathews Mar Athanasius after the auction of a few items
in 1838.
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1. 3000 star pagodas being the Vattipanam.

Rs.36,000 being the interest of the Vattipanam and
the dues of the Cochin Award.

3. The paddy field in Kadamattom, which was the
property of the Mar Thoma Metrans (140 para).

4. More than 300 para paddy field in Kiliroor, Kottayam
on which the Seminary had rights as mortgage and
five other pieces of land.

5. The land in which the Seminary is situated and some
paddy fields attached to it.

The Edavaka Patrika alleges that Mar Athanasius and his
trustees had disposed some of the properties and that proper
accounts had never been produced. According to the Patrika,
the Kadamattom property (# 3) was sold by Mar Athanasius.
The Kiliroor property was restored to its former owner who
had paid off the debts. The Kulakkadu Nilom, attached to the
Seminary (# 5) was also sold by Mar Athanasius. Then the
writer accuses that Rs.36,000 drawn from the treasury had
not been properly invested and accounted. Thus, according
to the Edavaka Patrika, the Seminary lost some of its
properties between 1869 and 1887.

Construction of the Present Chapel

The first chapel was a small edifice at the site of the present
one, and was detached from the main building. In 1887, when
Mar Joseph Dionysius II took possession of the Seminary,
the chapel was still with palm leaf roofing. He immediately
took the initiative to build the present chapel. According to
the Malankara Edavaka Patrika of 1896, in the 1830s (?) the
foundation for a new sanctuary (Madbaha) was built and
left unfinished. For more than fifty years, it remained in that
unfinished condition.'® Following the direction of Mar
Dionysius, the Seminary Manager Paulos Ramban (Paulos
Mar Coorilos) supervised the construction of the chapel which
began in 1896. In April 1897 (29 Meenom 1072), Mar
Dionysius sent a circular to all the churches asking them to
donate liberally for the construction of the chapel.'”” In
November 1897, the chapel was finished, and on Sunday 7*
November, it was temporally consecrated by late
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Geevarghese Mar Gregorios of Parumala (ME.23 Thulam
1073). Mar Gregorios offered the first Holy Qurbana and
blessed the oil for the anointing of the sick. The solemn
consecration of the chapel was done by Pulikkottil Jospeh
Mar Dionysius V on 24" November 1897 (Vrichikaom 12),
being the founder’s day.'*®

Studies resumed

In November 1892 (13" Vrichikom), the Managing
Committee met at the Seminary for three days. Among other
things, the Committee resolved to resume the instruction at
the Seminary in January 1893. Thus the studies began under
Vattasseril V.J.Geevarghese Malpan and Konat Mathen
Malpan. In April 1893 (ME 1068, Medom 14-17) another
meeting of the Managing Committee resolved to transfer the
studies to the newly founded Mar Dionysius Seminary, so
that the deacons could learn English, in addition to Syriac. It
was also resolved to pay a monthly grant of Rs.50 from the
Old Seminary funds to the new Seminary, and that the
deacons who learn Syriac should stay in the Old Seminary
and their fees and food expenses shall be paid from the Old
Seminary.'"

Mar Dionysius Seminary.

Mar Joseph Dionysius II founded the M.D.Seminary in
1892 to give English education of the Syrian Christians.
Before the studies had begun there, the Committee which
worked for its foundation, resolved that the new Seminary
shall be named ‘Mar Dionysius Seminary’.' It was after its
foundation that the name ‘Old Seminary’” was used for the
Orthodox Theological Seminary. On 30" January 1893, the
traditional instructions began at the M.D.Seminary. In 1896,
V.J.Geevarghese Malpan became its principal, and he
continued in office till 1904. However, Geevarghese Malpan
and Konat Mathen Malpan continued to teach Syriac at the
Old Seminary.

Following the division and the confused situation in the
Malankara Church, the studies at the Seminary were
discontinued between 1912 and 1931.

In 1931, the Malankara Association authorized the
Managing Committee to take necessary actions to resume
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the studies at the Seminary. Thus between 1933 and 1937,
the Seminary functioned in a building attached to Mar Elia
Chapel. The four-year study course was offered under
Cheriamadathil Skariah Malpan, Fr.K.David and
Mr.T.O.Koshy Vaidyan (Thevalakkara). Thus, for the first
time, teachers having Bachelor’s Degree in Theology taught
at the Seminary. In 1937, students moved to the Old
Seminary and Skariah Malpan and Fr.E.P.Jacob, Elanjickal
served as teachers. However, after two years, in 1939, the
studies were once again discontinued.

In 1942, the studies were re-started at the M.D.Seminary,
with a competent team of professors trained in England and
Serampore. Fr.K.David served as Principal for one year until
he left the Seminary to teach in the M.D.School. Deacon
K.Philiopse (Late Dr.Philipose Mar Theophilos),
Me.V.K.Mathew Vattakunnel (Late Catholicos H.H.Baselios
Mar Thoma Mathews I), Fr.E.Mathews (H.H.Baselios Mar
Thomas Mathews II), Fr.N.A.Yohannan Malpan (Late
Yuhanon Mar Severios) were among the professors. Between
1943 and 1947, Skariah Malpan was the principal, and was
followed by Fr.V.K.Mathews as Acting Principal (1947-1949).
Then Augen Mar Thimothios (Late Catholicos H.H.Baselios
Augen I) took over the charge for two years (1949-51). In
1951, Fr.V.K.Mathews became principal , and though he
was consecrated bishop in 1953, he held the office till 1966.

In 1959, the whole institution was once again transferred
to the Old Seminary. Late Dr.Philipose Mar Theophilos served
as Principal for one year (1966-67) and was succeeded by
Fr.Paul Varghese (Late Dr.Paulose Mar Gregorios: 1967-
1996).

Under Mar Gregorios the Seminary entered its modern
period. In 1966, the Seminary was affiliated to the Serampore
University and began to offer a four-year Degree Course,
"Bachelor of Divinity’. In 1980, the three non-Catholic
Seminaries of Kerala, namely, the Orthodox Theological
Seminary, the Mar Thoma Theological Seminary and the
Kerala United Theological Seminary (CSI), formed an
ecumenical theological faculty known as ‘Federated Faculty
for Research in Religion and Culture in Kerala” (FFRRC) to
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offer Master of Theology Course. In 1988, the FFRRC was
recognized as a doctoral centre. However, due to the changes
in the policy of the Serampore University, it was soon
discontinued. In 1999, the doctoral program was resumed.

St Thomas Orthodox Theological Seminary Nagpur

In 1995, a Second Seminary was founded in Bhilai, in the
North Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, for the training of
the priests as well as lay ministers to serve in the dioceses
outside of Kerala and India. In 1999, the Seminary was
transferred to Nagpur and in 2002, affiliated to the Senate of
Serampore College. Since 2005, with the permission of the
Episcopal Synod, the Nagpur Seminary admits women for
theological training.

Theological Training of the Lay people

In the Malankara Orthodox Church, theological training
of the laity begins at the Sunday School, that follows a
curriculum which lasts for 12 years corresponding to the
secular school system. Ever since the beginning of the
Sunday School in the Malankara Church in the last decade
of the 19™ century, the teachers and alumni of the Seminary
were the main architects of the Sunday School curriculum
and the authors of the texts books. In 1983 an advanced
theological training programme (known as Divya Bodhanam)
was launched for the lay people who have completed the
Sunday School, to equip them for giving active leadership
in various types of non-priestly ministries in the Church.
The Divya Bodhanam courses at three academic levels:
Certificate, Diploma and Degree courses. The faculty
members have authored 45 books which serve as the text
books of this training programme.

Important Malpan Schools that are defunct

We shall give a brief description of the Malpan schools
that functioned in the Malankara Orthodox Church in the
19* and 20" centuries where several priests were trained'*.

1. Pampakuda Malpan Veedu;

The Malpans from the Konat family trained clergy at least
since the last quarter of the 18" century. The first malpans of
the Konat family were probably trained in Mulanthuruthy
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by the Antiochene prelates who visited India in 1751 and
they founded a Malpan Veedu in Mamalassery, near
Pampakuda. The present Church in Pampakuda was built
in 1825 and served as the most important clergy training
centre in Malankara after the Old Seminary for a century. In
1879, a printing press was established by the Metropolitan
Geevarghese Mar Yulios (formerly Malpan Geevarghese
Konat). In the beginning of the 20" century all most all the
priests from north of Kottyam were trained at Pampakuda.
The most significant contribution of the Pampakuda School
is the publication of the liturgical books, including the
Pengitho (Festal Breviary in three Volumes). Most of the
liturgical books still used in the Malankara Orthodox Church
are edited, translated and printed in Pampakuda. The life
time of Konat Mathen Malpan (1860-1927) was the most
active period of this school. After his demise, the Pampakuda
school continued to function for a few years under his son
Konat Abraham Malpan (+ 1987) and Kozhumattathil
Markose Malpan.

2. Parumala Seminary:

When the Old Seminary was occupied by the Reformers,
in 1872, Pulikkottil Joseph Mar Dionysius (d.1908) founded
a Malpan School (‘Seminary’) in Parumala. Chathuruthil
Geevarghese Ramban (Saint Geevarghese Mar Gregorios of
Parumala) was appointed Malpan. Geevarghese Malpan was
trained under his uncle Geevarghese Malpan as well as at
Pampakuda. He was running a similar School at Vetticka
Dayaral, Mulanthuruthy. After his consecration as
Metropolitan in 1875, he continued his teaching in Parumala.
In 1886, when the Malankara Church got back the Old
Seminary, the regular teaching at Parumala was discontinued.
However, occasionally deacons from the southern dioceses
had their training in liturgical celebrations at Parumala for
several decades.

3. Thrikkunnnathu Seminary, Alwaye:

Following the division in the Malankara Church into two
groups Metran and Patriarchal parties in 1909, both parties
claimed the possession of the Old Seminary'?. Consequently
seminary was closed down by the civil authorities for a few
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decades. Both parties made alternate arrangements for the
training of the clergy. This led to the opening of a Seminary
in Alwaye by the Patriarchal party. In fact in 1892, “The
Malabar Thrisai Shubho (=Orthodox) Society” a spiritual
organization formed under the leadership of Konat Mathen
Malpan, decided to start a Seminary in Alwaye. However,
the Seminary was founded only in 1935 thanks to the
initiative of the late Metropolitan Paulose Mar Athanasius of
Ankamaly. Maracheril Ittira Malpan and Kurishunkal Mani
Malpan taught there. The Seminary functioned only for three
years. Later unsuccessful attempts were made to revive it.

4.Mar Pachomius dayara, Manganam:

When Old Seminary was closed following the division (of
1909), Cheriamadathil Skariah Malpan, formerly the head
of the Seminary for some time, moved on to Ebenezer
Church in Manganam, near Kottayam. Mar Pachomius
Dayara, as Skariah Malpan named it, trained several
distinguished clergy, including the late Catholicos Baselius
Mar Thoma Mathews I (+1996) and Metropolitan Yuhanon
of the Mar Thoma Church.

5.Mar Dionysius Seminary, Kottayam:

Following the closing down of the Old Seminary in the
early decades of the 20" century, clergy were once gain trained
in Malpan Schools. In 1931, the Malankara Association
passed a resolution to start a Theological Seminary, which
began to function in 1941 at the Mar Dionysius (MD)
Seminary. N.K.Yuhanon Malpan (late Yuhanon Mar Severios)
and Fr. VK. Mathews Vattakkunnel (late Baselius Mar Thoma
Mathews I) were the Syriac Malpans. Later when the Old
Seminary was reopened, the faculty and the students moved
on to the Orthodox Theological Seminary.

6.Manjinikara Dayara:

When the Seminary in Alwaye ceased to function, the
patriarchal party founded a Malpan School in Manjinikara,
near Pathanamthitta. Soon Abdul Ahad Ramban (Late
Patriarch Yakub III) took over the responsibility of the school.
Revd.Dr.V.C.Samuel was an alumnus and former teacher of
this School. Njarthankal N.K.Koruthu Malpan and
T.J.Abraham Malpan had their training at Manjinikara.,
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which functioned until 1960. Later following the
reconciliation of 1958, both of them joined the faculty of the
Orthodox Seminary. However, following the division in 1972,
this school serves a training centre for the clergy of the
patriarchal side.

6. St Mary’s Church, Vadavukodu:

Between 1941 and 1956, Njarthankal N.K.Koruthu
Malpan (+ 2001) had taught Syriac language, liturgy and
Music in a Malpan Veedu in his parish in Vadavucode
(Ernakulam District).

7. Malekurishu Dayara, Kolenchery:

In 1956, the patriarchal party started a Malpan School in
Malekurishu and N.K.Koruthu Malpan was appointed to
teach there. This explains why the Malpan school in
Vadavucode ceased to function. Ramban Musai Salam, who
later became the Syrian Orthodox bishop for Brazil was sent
by the patriarch to teach along with Koruthu Malpan.
Following the reconciliation between the two parties in 1958,
Malekurishu Dayara ceased to function.
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zealous clergymen would be received, as there is ground for
hope, with open arms’ by ‘the ancient and venerable Church
of the Syrian Christians of Malayala “. Hunt,II, p.84-85. It
was, of course, Buchanan’s visit that created such an interest
in the CMS.

Letter No.1A, in App.A, P.Cherian, p.340.

ibid.

Letter No.1A, App.A, P.Cherian, p.341.

Letter on 19* July 1816, to Thompson (CMS, Madras), Letter
No.2, App.A, P.Cherian, p.342.

Letter N0.4, App.A, P.Cherian, p.343.

Letter No.18, App.A, P.Cherian, p.356.

His first visit to Kottayam was in November 1816, a few
days after the demise of Mar Dionysius.

Letter to Bailey, 6" August 1817, Lett.No.24, in App.A,
P.Cherian p.363. This letter gives a clear idea about the
Seminary in 1817. Cfr. P.Cherian, pp.361-364.

Letter No.23, App.A, P.Cherian, p.360. Obviously this was
addressed to Bailey.

Munro’s letter on 23 May 1818 to Bailey: I hope that you

continue your endeavours to introduce the English language
among the branches of study at the College. This is an object

“

of great importance, and claims your consideration “,
Lett.No.25, P.Cherian, p.365.

That is, Mar Philoxenos of Anjoor, who assumed the
responsibility of the Seminary and the Church following the
demise of Mar Dionysius.

Letter to Bailey o0 29" May 1817, Lett.No.23, P.Cherian, p.360.
Letter on 29" May 1817, (No.23), P.Cherian, p.360.

Letter on 13™ February 1817 (No.15 in App.A), P.Cherian,
p-351.

The Missionary Register 1821(Dec), p.519.

Hunt,I1,p.80. Welsh’s report refers to a “ small chapel” in the
Campus. Probably he refers to the original chapel, which
was much smaller. If it means a separate chapel built for the
missionaries, the Cochin Award of 1840 does not mention
such a building (see below).

Letter on 13* Feb.1817 (No.15), P.Cherian, p.351.
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Hunt, I,p.61.
Letter to Norton on 15* Feb.1817 (No.16), P.Cherian, p.353.

V.Nagam Aiya, The Travancore State Manuel (in 3 Volumes),
Vol .II (1906, AES Reprint, New Delhi, 1989), p.447.

Hunt.Lp.68.

Letter No.24, App.A, P.Cherian, p.362.
ibid. p.362-63.

P.518.

The Missionary Register 1821 (Dec), p.519.

Hunt, II, p.75-76. The present Principal’s Bungalow was
originally built for the Fenns, and in 1836, the CMS College
was started in a temporary hut near it.

Agur, p.974. On the contributions of Bailey, Hunt,I, pp.119-
124.

Hunt, II, p.7-77.
Hunt, I, p.125. On Fenn, pp.124-127.

Probably there were one or two temporary quarters in the
Seminary Campus specially built for the Missionary families,
for which no trace is existing.

Hunt, II, p.77, note.

Hunt, IL p.77.

Ibid.

This method of teaching Syriac was followed in Old Seminary
until recently.

The Missionary Register 1821 (December), p.512.

HuntII, p.78.

P.Cherian, p.381-82 [App. D]

Ibid p.383.

HuntII, p.78.

Ibid.

Richard Collins, Missionary Enterprise in the East, (London, 1873),
p-109-110.

Ibid. p.112.

Ibid. 110.

Ibid p.112.

Collins, p.103. The complete text of Fenn’s sermon is given
by P.Cherian. Appendix B, pp.370-74.
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Collins, p.103; cfr. Hunt I, 106.
Collins p.106.

HuntII, p.79.

Hunt II, p.79.

On the visit of Welsh: Hunt II, p.80; On Robinson: Hunt II,
p-81; AGUR, p.989.

AGUR, p.990.
Hunt I, p.107. See Woodcock’s account of his first days in
Kottayam p.107-108.
P.Cherian, p.209.
Ibid.
P.Cherian, Appendix S, p.403. It was signed on January 27,
1835, P.A.Ommen, p.44.
See Appendix N, P.Cherian, p.398.

Cfr.Ittoop, p.229; Agur, 992-93; P.Cherian, p.219. See also
Bishop Wilson's sermon to the Missionaries on 13™ February
1843, in P.Cherian, Appendix DD, pp.418-423.

Agur says that the suggestions included the revision of
liturgy.

English translation in P.Cherian, Appendix H, p.390-91.
Malayalam, in P.A.Oommen, p.54-58; see also AGUR, p.122-
24; Hunt II, p.18-19.

HuntII, p.14.

Ibid., p.21.

According to P.Cherian, the Metran ‘deserted the Seminary’,
but the “missionaries continued their educational work in
the Seminary as before’ (p.277). This does not seem to be true.
Metran continued to stay and probably, it was during this
time that Peet had broken into the strong room and taken
away the documents. Cfr. Hunt II, p.49, note.

Hunt II, p.49.
P.Cherian, p.289-90. On Abraham Malpan, pp.287-293.

For the details, see my article: B.Varghese, “The CMS
Missionaries and the Malankara Church (1815-1840), THE
HARP 20 (2006), 399-446; here pp. 443-45.

E.M.Philip, p.231-32.

J.Varghese, Mathews Mar Athanasius (Malayalam),
Kozhenchery, 1930, (Reprint, 1999), Vol.11,36.
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Ittoop, p.267.

Circular quoted by Ittoop, p.268-271.
Ittoop p.271-72.

Agur, p.161-162.

P.163.

E.M.Philip, Malankara Sabhayude Rahasya Petakam ,Kottayam,
1955, p.39.

E.M.Philip, Seminary Case, p.191-193.
MEP II-3 (1893), ME 1068, Meenom 30.
Ibid.

MEP V-12(1896), p.138.

Published in MEP VI-4 (1897 Meenom). Cfr. MEP VI-5 (1897)
reports the progress of the work.

MEP VI-9 (1897 Thulam), p.180. See the Kalpana of Mar
Dionysius, p.198-200.

MEP 11-4 (1893, ME 1068, Medom 30).
MEP 1-11(1892), p.180.

See. B.Varghese, “ A Brief History of the Syriac Study Centres
in Kerala”, THE HARP 10 (1997), 65-70.

On the back ground of this division: Fr.V.C.Samuel, Truth
Triumphs, Kottayam, 1986.
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THEOLD SEMINARY AND
ITS MODERN PHASE

Fr. Dr. Jose John

The Old Seminary or Cottayam College, now known as the
Orthodox Theological Seminary, celebrated its bicentenary
in 2015. It is the first Orthodox Christian School of theology
in Asia, which was founded in 1815, three years prior to the
Serampore College. The seminary otherwise known as
‘cottayam College” or ‘syrian college’ is the learning citadel of
the St. Thomas Christian community. Two hundred years of
existence of the seminary was not always smooth and
trouble-free. It had gone through many throbbing as well as
painful moments but there were many cheerful and blissful
situations too. The life and history of the seminary is an
example for theological institutions and has a unique place
among the educational institutions in India. It was the first
locale to start English education in Kerala, the first to have
Englishmen as teachers, the first in Kerala to have printing
press, the first venue to the translation of Bible into unified
and standardized Malayalam vernacular, the first venue of
the composition of Malayalam-English, English-Malayalam
dictionaries etc. The Seminary has been rendering various
services to the churches in India and to the Indian society in
various capacities. Here we delineate a short history of the
Old Seminary and its modern phase since 1965 to the
present.
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Establishment of the Seminary
and its Historical Background

Pullikottil Joseph (Ittoop) Ramban made an appeal to the
queen of Travancore, Rani Gowri Lakshmi Bhai, through
Colonel Munroe, British Resident, on behalf of the Malankara
Christian Community, to extend a helping hand for
constructing a seminary to train its members for future
ministry. The appeal was done to execute the decision of the
Kanadanadu assembly held in 1809 in which the Thomas
Christian community took a decision to build two seminaries,
one in the North and another in the South, for the priestly
training of its members. Gowri Lakshmi Bhai generously
granted sixteen acres of tax-free land, free of cost, Rupees
20,000 and the necessary timber for the construction of the
seminary. The site granted for the seminary was on the bank
of Meenachillar, (River Meenachill) and it was an ideal place
for the seminary with its serene beauty and calmness. We do
remember with gratitude the benevolence and goodwill of
the Royal family of Travancore, especially Rani Gowri
Lakshmi Bhai and Rani Parvathi Bhai to promote theological
education in Kerala.

The foundation stone of the seminary had been laid on
15" February, 1813 by Pullikottil Joseph (Ittoop) Ramban,
later Joseph Mar Dionysius II, and the construction of the
building was completed and dedicated on March 1815. The
seminary building appears in the form of quadrangle
(naalukettu), where the students stayed and studied together
under eminent scholars. The Seminary was following the
‘qurukula’ system of education, where the candidates stayed
and studied under a ‘guru’, the one who leads to the light.
Eminent Malpans (professors of theology and liturgy) and
Anglican/CMS missionaries conducted classes in the
seminary in its infancy stage.

CMS missionaries like, Benjamin Bailey, Joseph Fenn, John
William Doran, Henry Baker, Joseph Peet, and Thomas
Norton etc. were the former staffs and faculty members of
the seminary. The seminary with great gratitude and
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appreciation remembers the contributions and remarkable
efforts of the missionaries.

The relationship between the missionaries and the church
authorities was cordial and friendly in the initial periods. But
later their relationship got strained and that led them to
disputes and litigations. The missionaries started a new
college nearby in 1837 which was later developed as ‘CMS
College’, Kottayam. We do acknowledge the remarkable
contributions and missionary efforts done by the CMS
missionaries, but at the same time with great sorrow and
distress we remember the unfortunate divisions which
happened in the Malankara Church due to the intervention
of the CMS missionaries. The emergence of the Marthoma
Syrian Church in 1889 through the Royal Court Judgment
was also an after effect of the Anglican reform movement in
the Malankara Church.

The Seminary originally offered systematic and organized
ministerial training for priestly candidates and secular
education to young people in Kerala. The students were
taught arts, science, and classical languages like Hebrew,
Greek, Latin, Sanskrit and Syriac besides theology. One of
the uniqueness of this prestigious institution is that it was
the first seat of English education in the state of Travancore.
Due to the litigations and civil suits with the Marthoma
Church and the Jacobite Syrian Church the functioning of
the seminary was severely affected and it was closed down
for more than three times. Whenever the proper functioning
of the theological education was disrupted in the old seminary
due to litigation, the training programme was shifted to
Parumala Seminary and M.D. Seminary. As we know the
Seminary started as a theological institution for priestly
training but gradually it became the head-quarters of the
Malankara Church and the Malankara Metropolitan. Thus
the seminary had witnessed a number of synods, conferences
and assemblies which took decisive decisions regarding the
future of the Church.
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Modern Period of the Old Seminary: 1965-2015

The modern era of the seminary began in 1965 when it
assumed the status of a theological college affiliated to the
University system of the Senate of Serampore. The courses
of study were re-organized in tune with the University
requirements after its affiliation with the Serampore College.
Here we would like to have a glance on the contributions of
Old Seminary as theological institution to the churches and
the society in India from different perspectives.

1. Historical Perspective

The modern period of the Orthodox theological seminary
from a historical perspective is a great landmark both in the
history of the Church and the Seminary. In this period the
seminary has attained a fundamental growth in its structure
and history. Historically speaking, the Old Seminary has
been transformed as Orthodox Theological Seminary during
this period. Though the title seems to be exclusive, but it is
inclusive in its ministry and witness. It becomes a centre for
Orthodox Theological learning at the same time provides
forum for open discussion and dialogues.

The affiliation to the Serampore system of theological
education was considered as a growth and elevation of the
seminary. To cope with the elevated system new buildings
were constructed on both sides of the quadrangular edifice,
one on the north and other on the south. The north block
was designed for dining hall and hostel accommodation for
students and faculty. The Library, Principal’s room,
administrative office and class rooms were located in the
south block. Alongside the south block an extended block
towards the western side was constructed in three floors
which consisted of assembly hall and dormitory for students
in two stairs. Further seminary provided many buildings,
institutions and facilities like Sophia centre (for conducting
seminars, conferences, study classes etc.), Smriti (consisting
of Managing Committee Hall, Library building and
Ecumenical hall), Sreyas (provides hostel accommodation),
Srothus (Family quarters for PG students), Seminary
Museum, other facilities like digital library, archives, media
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centre, language Lab etc. to facilitate the theological education
more effectively.

When we look into the historical contributions of Old
Seminary we could find it in its physical appearance as well
in its liturgical life. Two hundred years of legacy,
quadrangular edifice, is physically at hand in the OTS
campus. Orthodox Seminary preserves and maintains the
Nallukettu as a historical monument which played a decisive
role in the life and history of the Church. At the same time
it preserves its history and life through its liturgical
celebrations. Seminary provides many historical facts and
materials to posterity for further researches and
investigations. History lives in the life of the Seminary. It
became a centre for theological education through which it
could mould the life and culture of the society. Kottayam is
known as the ‘city of letters’. Publication of more than 5 or 6
daily news papers is from Kottayam. The printing Press and
education culture at the Old Seminary was one of the reasons
for media revolution in Kottayam.

2. Theological and Educational Perspective

The seminary offers residential study programmes at
various levels, like GST (Graduate in Sacred Theology), BD,
M.Th. and D.Th. There are about 200 students engaged in
various course of studies from different parts of India and
20 Professors with Doctoral Degrees in various theological
disciplines serve this institution with their scholarship and
expertise. Old Testament, New Testament, Theology, Practical
Theology, Church History, Religions, Worship, Languages and
Field were included in the seminary curriculum in 1970’s.
Later in 80s and 90’s Ethics and Sociology, Liturgical studies,
Communication and Public Relations were introduced in the
curriculum in line with the Serampore Syllabi and widened
the horizon of theological education.

The seminary undertakes and promotes theological
education/academic pursuit as its primary goal and initiated
many academic programmes. FFRRC (Federated Faculty for
Research in Religion and Culture, started in 1980, was a joint
ecumenical-educational programme for the Post-Graduate
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and Doctoral Studies, initiated by Orthodox-Marthoma and
CSI Churches. Candidates from different and diverse
denominations like Baptist, Lutheran, Evangelical,
Presbyterian, Pentecostal and obviously from constituent
churches attend the M.Th and D.Th programmes at FFRRC.
It is as an ecumenical witness of the churches particularly of
the seminary to the society. It produced many scholars and
theologians in various parts of India.

During its modern period seminary started a Lay Training
programme in 1984, Divyabodhanam, to provide theological
education for laymen. Another important task of the
seminary in its theological education was the Sruti School of
Liturgical Music started in 1988 for musical studies. Sruti
also offers one year diploma course in Worship and Church
Music (DWM) affiliated to the Senate of Serampore College.
Prathyasa, another venture started in 1996, offers certificate
and diploma courses in Christian Counseling.

MGF (Mar Gregorios Foundation), OPEN (Orthodox
Pastoral Education Network), Sarropya School of Sacred Arts,
Sruti Recording Studio, and Santvana home care programme
are some of the other initiates of the seminary during this
period. Moreover, the seminary owns a Library, which is one
of the largest theological libraries in Asia. It has an extensive
reference section, Microfilm library, Archives, Syriac Library,
and around 75,000 volumes of books with a digital library.
The Seminary has a historical heritage museum at the
quadrangular edifice, which consists of paintings,
monuments, manuscripts both Malayalam and Syriac, coins,
handicrafts, etc.

The Seminary witnessed and provided space for
theological discussions and discourses. Dr. V.C. Samuel
conducted eight series of lectures on “Christology” and Fr.
Paul Varghese delivered lectures on the topic “Contemporary
Trends in Christian Theology” during 1966-67 academic year.
In the same year Rev. Xavier Koodapuzha (St. Thomas
Apostolic Seminary, Kottayam) and Rev. C.V. John (Principal,
Marthoma Theological Seminary, Kottayam) addressed the
seminary community on topics like “Church and Sacraments
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in the Roman Catholic Church” and “The Concept of
Ministry in the Marthoma Church” respectively. In later years
Dr. Chacko George conducted classes on “Church and
Society”. Fr. Bede Griffiths had delivered lectures on the
“Place of the Syrian Tradition in Oecumene”. Prof. K.C Peter,
spoke on “International Economic Justice” and the theological
association conducted a debate on “whether artificial birth-
control is right according to the Christian law” in the year
1968-69. Distinguished men like Prof. Seigal of the London
University and Dr. Johannes Hummell of the Hamburg
University addressed the seminary student community in
various other occasions.

Many national and international theologians and scholars
delivered lectures and classes on various topics in later years.
Personalities like Dr. Sebastian Brock, Dr. Philip Wickery,
Dr. Deepak Chopra, Dr. Cyriac Thomas, Padm. Dr. K.J.
Yesudas, Dr. Valson Thambu, Sr. Dr. Joan Chunkkappura,
Perumbadavam Sreedharan, Dr. Manoj Kurian, Dr. C.V.
Cherian, Dr. Mathew Koshy, Film Directors like Blessey and
Jayaraj,, Lathika Subhash, Dr. Jancy James, Sugathakumary,
Dr. Sukumar Azhikode, Dr. Raju Narayanna Swami, Dr.
Roger Gaikard, Prof. T.M Yesudasan, etc are some among
them. Dr. John Behr, Dr. M.G.S Narayannan, H.E. Tikhon
were the other names to be remembered in this list.

The Seminary conducted national seminars on HIV-AIDS,
Globalization: Resistance etc in various occasions. More over
it hosted international Ecclesiological Investigations
Conference from Jan. 8"-11 in 2008. “Church in a Pluralistic
Context” was the theme of the conference and many papers
were presented and discussed. NCCI and KCC jointly
conducted a seminar on Transgender Phobia on 8" August
2016 at OTS Ecumenical Hall. Seminars, lectures and paper
presentation on different theological and non-theological
topics enrich the power knowledge of the community as well
as the society. As we mentioned earlier seminary excludes
none from theological exploration and knowledge
enrichment. Seminary always tries to educate the society and
its members with spiritual power and experience.
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3. Ecumenical Perspective

Seminary has been ecumenical in its perspective. It keeps
an ecumenical relationship with all the Christian
denominations. International figures who participated in the
150" Jubilee celebration of the Seminary illustrate the
extensive international ecumenical relations of the seminary
as well of the Malankara Orthodox Church. The supreme
heads of the Greek, Russia, Armenia, Coptic and Ethiopian
Orthodox Churches had participated in the great event and
made it a landmark in the history of the seminary. Papal
Nuncio and other national dignitaries also had partaken in
the Jubilee celebration. Russian delegation consisting of
Archbishop Antony of Minsk, Fr. George Telpis of Leningrad
Theological Academy, Fr. Serapion of Moscow Theological
Academy and Mr. Kotelkin (interpreter) stayed at the
seminary during the academic year 1968-69. The Patriarch
of Rumania, Justinian, visited the Seminary in 1969 and
inaugurated the new building on 7* January 1969. Besides
Patriarch donated Rs. 20,000/ for the construction of the new
building.

Many ecumenist and theologians of various denominations
visited the Seminary and enhanced the ecumenical and
fraternal relationship between the Churches. The Seminary
has been graced and blessed by the Episcopal visits of
ecclesiastical heads of various churches like Armenian
Catholicoses HH Vasken I and HH Kariken, Romanian
Patriarch Justinian, Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and All
Russia, Metropolitan Nikitas of Hong Kong, Archbishop
Runcie of Canterbury and Ethiopian Patriarch Aboona
Paulose, Patriarch Ilia of Georgia and the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I. We earnestly expect the visit of H.H. Abuna
Mathias, Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church in the
coming days. Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, former
WCC General Secretries as well as other international
delegates had visited the Seminary on various occasions. Due
toits fraternal love and affection the Greek Orthodox Church
supported the seminary financially. Seminary received a
donation of Rs. 7000/ during the year 1970-71 and a sum of
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Rs. 7750/ in the year 1973-74 from the Greek Orthodox
Church. Besides we got a grant from WCC for library Rs.
13,000/ in 1979-80 and a matching amount around Six Lakhs
for the construction of new building in1970’s. All these show
the ecumenical relations of the Seminary.

4. Liturgical and Literary Perspective

The seminary chapel is attached with the seminary
building where prayers are held regularly according the
liturgical calendar of the Church. The seminary chapel is
blessed with the mortal remains of St. Geevarghese Mar
Dionysius, Joseph Mar Dionysius II, Joseph Mar Dionysius
V and Dr. Paulose Mar Gregorios. We do believe that the
spiritual presence and intercession of these prelates is a source
of perennial strength to the Church, particularly to the
seminary. The Chapel is a source of inner illumination to the
inmates and pilgrims. The American magazine “Christian
Century” delineated that our seminary is the one which spend
much time for prayer and worship. Canonical prayers, daily
devotions, Holy Qurbana and other liturgical ceremonies
enrich the spiritual life and experience of its members.

Seminary education is a synthesis of learning and living
experience together. It is a system which transforms the
candidates wholistically through its academic as well as
liturgical practices. Seminary education aims at an integral
development of the intellectual, imaginative, and spiritual
qualities in a person/candidate. We do consider the
theological education as means of transformation to transform
the world for Christ Jesus. Therefore, the Seminary is much
concerned about the inner life of the candidate than
equipping the candidate with mere intellectual knowledge.
Thus it gives more importance to the spiritual growth of the
individual through its liturgical celebrations and academic
pursuit.

Seminary is proud to say that it contributed much to the
Christian literature in Kerala. The seminary initiated the
translation of Bible into vernacular language Malayalam. It
made attempts to produce Malayalam-English, English-
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Malayalam dictionaries. Moreover, the seminary prepared
and published text books, scriptural tracts, devotional books
etc. The Seminary had a printing Press inside the campus in
1820’s and published many pamphlets and Christian tracts
for Christian mission and evangelization. During the modern
period seminary published many books and monographs
related to theology and history. Christian literatures like
Thiruvachanabhashyam, (biblical commentary for New
Testament Books), Sabhavinjanakosam, (Church
encyclopedia), study materials for Divyabodhanm
programme, etc. are some of the literary contributions of
the Seminary besides the individual contributions of its
faculty members. Besides these, Seminary publishes biannual
Journal of the Seminary, Deepti, student magazine,
Purohithan magazine, and Liturgical audio cassettes. More
over Saroopya School of Sacred Art for giving training to
those who are interested in iconography produced two short
films like “Thirst for Life” and “Mazhakkinav”.

5. Social Perspective

Theological education at the seminary encouraged the
students to engage in social activities. Thus the Seminary
undertakes social works and charity programmes in addition
to the academic activities. Social work includes visiting
hospitals, charity institutions, jails and orphanages and giving
financial aid for Medical treatment and education. During
1973 the seminary community extended their contributions
to those who faced volcanic eruption in the Idukki district.
The seminary community collected a contribution through
their fasting and collected cash, dress and food items from
the parishes of Kottayam and neighboring places. They
collected and given a sum of Rs. 1594/ to the authorities
during the year 1973-74. Social work provided education
for children and giving counseling for the elders at Santi
Bhavan, Navajeevan, district hospital, etc. Financial
assistance were also given to house construction, flood refuge
scheme and other national calamities. Blood donation,
distribution of note books and sewing machine, prison
ministry were also done as part of the social activity. Thus
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Seminary has been rendering social services to the society in
various levels and capacities and engaged itself with the day-
today affairs of the common people and the society.

Conclusion

“The history of the Seminary is part of the saga of the
heroic struggle of the ancient Orthodox Christian community
to preserve its identity to strengthen its spirituality and to
promote its ideals”. The Orthodox Theological seminary is
proud of having produced many famous church leaders and
dignitaries as well as thousands of ministers for the spiritual
well being of its members. The 200 years of its history is a
true witness to the entire Christian community in India
particularly to Kerala. The seminary always tried to preserve
its identity and spirituality. Indeed, it holds commendable
and admirable stand in the history of Indian Christianity.
The Orthodox Theological Seminary has been growing and
makes others to grow in its ministry and spiritual pursuit. It
played a major role in the cultural as well as educational
renaissance of Kerala society. The Old Seminary has been
contributing many things to the Kerala society right from its
inception in Kottayam. We are sure that the Kerala society
will appreciate the contributions of this institution in various
levels for the development of Indian Christianity particularly
for Kerala society.
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20Q10)aM) af)aM TVLIHHUIHE)AMYENE. BREZAOOOY 1816-0El
Ho0e8s ... In the meantime, the College proceeds under the
present superintendence of the new Bishop, Joseph; and it is
my intention to adopt the best measures in my power for plac-
ing it in a state of efficiency, and combining its operations with
a system of parish schools among the Syrians, which already
exists in a certain degree and is susceptible of much improve-
ment. The principal object of the establishment of a College in
Travancore was to instruct the Kattanars and officiating priests
among the Syrians in a competent knowledge of the Syriac
language in which they are at present too generally deficient.
... (P. Cherian, The Malabar Syrians and Church Missionary
Society, Kottayam, 1935, p 341) agyan a10023800mMo @ wodlal
DBO)aMYaM).

@Vl.ag)o.ag)V AlaHIMOIR00)OS CHISWHOM (AIQUBTHMO0E
OOMEN)Gla] M@R0WV] Hald0)EMea]SIAM Allaleemade) aul.aj)
M.0ag). MVE®o M@BM®. @ ... The C.M.S. Mission of
Help to the Jacobite Syrians of Kerala was started in the year
1816, of which the initiative came from Col. Munro, the then
British Resident of Travancore. There were two main purposes
behind the Mission of Help to the Syrians. First of all, through
the work of the C.M.S. Missionaries among the Syrians, to ef-
fect the renovation of their Church and to raise them from their
degradation. Secondly, the British Resident as well as the mis-
sionaries hoped that, "a strong and friendly Christian Com-
munity will be a support for the British power in Malabar".
Rev. Thomas Norton was the first missionary who came to
Travancore in this connection. He was soon followed by Ben-
jamin Bailey (1816), Joseph Fenn (1818) and Henry Baker (Sr)
(1819) who are popularly known as the "Kottayam Trio". These
three concentrated their work among the Syrians, where as the
pioneer missionary, Norton focused his work among the
outcastes in Alleppey. ... agyan(ald000 TVo(Ma0ldm0. (http://
www.csimichigan.org/CKD Chapterl.htm) e ailaioemoad
oal. emivell 1816-G3 EHISFWHOMOD] af)» WIMlaflosn)an)
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esnessleno ...Rev. Bailey was the second CMS missionary to
Tranvancore. He worked in the area of Kottayam. He arrived in
Kochi on November 16th, 1816. And on November 19th, he and
his family reached Alappuzha and stayed there for 7 months. On
1817 March, he reached Kottayam, where his works were im-
measurable. ... (http://cmsinkerala.blogspot.in/2012/12/cms-in-
india-and-prominent-cms.html) agyonmoen’ anamSmalo.

o® afllaieemamavdla) 0al. e®IaMS eModsmMosm aauvail
modluloaiomam @Ry (6nilglati alarlmadl. 20200 208600
220491n00! ag)am) AVl.ag)aV.6ag). MG allcUaHlalee)In @PE3a0
OWOB @RHOAMECANWVo (AIAUBAMMEANW)o alg] @RAIA ... ul-
timately he came to Kochi on May 8", 1816 by ship. He worked
in Alappuzha, a coastal town, in the Tranvancore region. His
works in Alappuzha and the region surrounding is immeasur-
able, it was due to his efforts the first Anglican church in Kerala
was built in Alappuzha. ... agyam) @0(@@06M) aV)aila{lenmMo).
(http://cmsinkerala.blogspot.in/2012/12/cms-in-india-and-promi-
nent-cms.html). @p@lm) agseayM®OM™ @RHEElL] oI5
@) ©aVAIMonl, MIVaflom TV EUSIVWIGIAM 2D Bai3Y
Q)06 2

BHORINEMMAIIEN0 al)@Q0ald MVoCLISMOBIIAN. ailel §ald0)
OO GHNS)OENBHLIEN0 DRIWIS BIHWINAI @RYBY 1Bl (MO
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21m20av0 9-M) 206G B1UANICAVIOAV AW alDLI TN 20
@) VNIMANo aBQ QIBB0 B GOO] HDILIDI) O210D AEENZ013
Mo 190§ @S)H5@3 aldBGo1) AVIDMO0] aleI0IDD:G8), MIL)
BOLIDOD aleflog[enofo 0106B]a), ChISWOEAIIT ENI0ia
al)@o af)aD (alG3ROI)) TVIAMO0I) alen]®)o @)s633] ... (GWO.
ag)o. &)03M eI, MIsMo (NPMOQIA], GHHOFWo, 2000, P 121)
af)aM) aflQIGlHe)IMIENE. alOTMOMIMO0 M)QINEITIOMSIN @6
Mo8N2OMID3 HH0oalg) Arlgled m0@ vo1EROad BlaIANOGIVIOMVIo
..3000 a)il00a0ad alely 203 3121aNIHAVLOAV HD(DIID
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13-M) GHOFVOM)MIM)0 (NMFTla% OTVIAWMGOW EBHEMT@ M)A
Sl @pWa] somleel ... The College was begun by the late
Metropolitan Mar Dionysius,; and continued by the present Met-
ropolitan ... and is now in operation under the eye of the Met-
ropolitan, who resides in it as its head. The establishment con-
sists of two Malpans or Syrian Doctors, who besides their lec-
tures in Syriac, officiate daily in the College Chapel; ...agyam
alooadumenssleno (P. Cheriyan, The Malabar Syrians And the
Church Missionary Society,; 1816-1840, Kottayam, 1935, p 381)
al@lwemlcasnenslilo)yan).
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lege stands, the College at Cottayam agyamlal m@oemle:a)
GS® Moo @RYSINAN QAULLMDIBSIVIG 6NE. aMVl.ag)o.ag)aV. alawl
MOIROGOIS al&HAIODMIMIo HI51O@AN MALOMIBU3 DAN)o
@Reooailee)m The Cochin Award agyam ©&0a]l ale@I0QO®)
alldileatoene &aallmodl AIN®)ailond GRAIMINEOMINSIalo
omualmodlewa|Ql ... This building having been erected princi-
pally from the intrest of the 3000 Star Pagodas ... wich is the
undoubted property of the Syrian community, we award that it
be made over to the Metran and held in Trust by him ... for the
exclusive benifit of the Syrian community. ... ag)am) QLS 20
soNlgyens. (Seminary Case Book Vol. I11. p 225)
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In him I put my trust. Christ is my all. Without him I am nothing at
all. The life I live is Christ’s. I share that life with all those in Christ’s
body. I have no life of my own. I live in Him and He lives in me.
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forgives, without stint or limits. Such love deserves nothing less than
my all. Him I adore, Him I worship as God and Man, the only begot-
ten Son of God, with the Father and the Holy Spirit one true God.
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