Education Commissioner Sarah Wescott-Williams (left) cuts the ribbon
marking the start of St. Maarten Institute of Technology and Hospitality
(SMITH) at Sundial School Monday, while Interim Head of the Educa-
tion Department Linda Richardson (second left), Wycliffe Smith, Director
of Social Welfare Affairs Stanley Hodge and SMITH Project Manger Paul

Riviere look on.

SMITH launched,
initiative lauded

PHILIPSBURG—St. Maarten
Institute of Technology and Hos-
pitality (SMITH) was launched
Monday with stakeholders under-
scoring its importance in equip-
ping young people with the neces-
saryskillsto function effectivelyin
the job market.

Classes for the institute officially
started Monday at the PSVE sec-

at Sundial School, after close to a
year of intensive planning.
Education Commissioner Sarah
Wescott-Williams said govern-
ment had taken steps to obtain a
plot of land located at Cay Hill to
erect a permanent facility for the
institute, while an application for
apropertyadjacentto St. Maarten
Vocational Training School in

South Reward had been made “for
expansion purposes.”
The efforts to put together

tion of St. Maarten Academy and

IN BRIEF

Marigot SMITH were lauded by stakehold-
INFANT ers attending the launching cer-
MORTALITY

v Continued on page 6
Figures released by the health de-

partment of the General Council
(DASD) indicate that the infant mor-
tality rate in French St. Martin has
been more than triple the national
average in the last three years. Page
Too

Philipsburg ———
COMMISSIONERS

DRAFT PLANS

If the College of Commissioners of
the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba
police forces has its way, past regu-
lations such as junior officers salut-
ing senior officers and senior gov-
ernment officials will be reinstated.
Page 3.

Philipsburg
CABINET

BUDGET

The Cabinet of the Lt. Governor will
have its own budget in the near
future. The current cost of the cabi-
net is NAF. 853,348, not NA(. 2 mil-
lion as was stated in questions per-
taining the draft 2004 budget of the
Island Government. Page 6.

—Gibson

PHILIPSBURG—National Alli-
ance signed a coalition agreement
on Monday, confirming its partici-
pation in the Louisa-Godett cabi-
net. Attorney-at-lawand business-
man Richard Gibson will become
Minister of Constitutional and In-
terior Affairs and Edgar Lynch
State Secretary of Justice. They
will be sworn in today, Tuesday.
National Alliance Leader Sena-
tor William Marlin confirmed
Monday afternoon that he had
signed anewaccordwith five other
parties - FOL, PLKP, PNP, DP-
Bonaire and DP-Statia - to
broaden the base of the FOL-led
coalition that can now enjoy a
majority of 13 seats in Parliament.
National Alliance was the first
party to sign at Fort Amsterdam,
the headquarters of the Central
Government. PNP and its new
leader Finance Minister Ersiliade
Lannooy was the second one to

Rodriguez
Completes
Move

To Detroit
Page 32

50 CENTS/NAf. 1

Lynch to be sworn in today—

sign, said Marlin. “It was my first
signature as part of the federal
coalition,” he told The Daily Her-
ald shortly after signing.

“Itis now a fact that the National
Alliance is part of the new Central
Government,” he said, announc-
ing that Gibson was the candidate
forthe minister postand Lynch for
the state secretary position.

Both Gibson and Lynch have al-
ready passed the usual screening
process and will be taking their
oaths at the palace of the Gover-
nor of the Netherlands Antilles
this afternoon at 4:00pm.

Also taking the oath will be the
DP-Bonaire candidates Oleanaas

Continued on page 3

“Skippy™ holding up the boa constrictor found on the Sucker Garden lot.
/A boa constrictor approximately 4.5 feet long was discovered when a lot
on Sucker Garden Road was being cleared by a front-end loader around
2:50pm yesterday. The reptile was found under a pile of dirt as it was
being moved by the loader. Unfortunately, the boa was slightly injured by
one of the teeth of the loader. The snake was taken by John Halley to the
/Animal Health Centre for treatment. Halley intends to keep the snake as
apet. Boas, native to the tropical forests of Central and South America,
are closely related to the python. The boa constrictor is pale sandy brown
with 15 to 20 chocolate brown marks on its back and normally grows to
a length of 10 feet. The largest boa constrictor ever caught was 18.5 feet

long.

+
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WEATHER
Today: Partly cloudy, occasionally mostly cloudy.

Winds: Easterly, 8 to 14 miles per hour, with possible gusts to 20 miles
per hour.

Sea conditions: Moderate to choppy.

Wind force: 2 to 4, occasionally 5.

Waves: 2 to 5 feet.

Swells: Southern coastal and open waters, Southwest, 2 to 4 feet.
Elsewhere, North to Northwest, 2 to 5 feet.

Occupants of small craft should continue exercise caution because of|
locally rough seas on our North and East facing shores.

Barometric pressure: Above normal.

Barometric tendency: Falling slightly.

Forecast high: 29°C 84°F

Forecast low: 23°C 73°F

SYNOPSIS: A weak Atlantic high pressure system continues to gener-
ate a gentle to moderate Easterly air flow over the Northeastern
Caribbean. A few areas of patchy cloudiness located to the East of our|
region on Monday were moving Westward. Some of these clouds will
generate a few isolated, possibly widely scattered showers. Otherwise,
swells will continue to move into our local waters from the North,
causing locally rough seas, especially along our North facing shores.
Boaters and swimmers should therefore continue exercise caution
because of locally rough seas.

HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK: None.

SPECIAL FEATURES: None.

Outlook until Wednesday midday: Generally partly cloudy.
Rainfall probability: 30 per cent or less.

Rainfall potential: 1 to 2 mm, locally more.

Sunrise: 6:44am; Sunset: 6:07pm.

SMART PLAY SXM DAILY NUMBERS CURAGCAO

Winning Numbers Robbie's Lottery

On the Inside

News that National Alliance had joined the FOL-led Central
Government after all arrived at about the same time as word that
a solution might be in the works for the debt of St. Maarten
Medical Center to the Federal Receiver, the last major hurdle in
preventing the bankruptcy of the hospital.

While the two are not directly related, a breakthrough in the
deadlock between Willemstad and Philipsburg on the medical
center could make the participation of the party led by William
Marlininthe Central Governmentalot more acceptable to many.
National Alliance had wanted, but did not get, a State Secretary
of Public Health, primarily to solve the hospital crisis. It now
appears such a position may not be necessary to attain that goal.
But, if agreement is indeed reached, credit for removing this
crucial obstacle to a better future for the hospital goes in the first
place to the institution’s management and board, who fought
hard to make a payment arrangement the hospital could carry
without again running into financial problems. It appears the
suggested two-year grace period previously rejected by the Cen-
tral Government is now acceptable, be it under a number of
conditions.

Lt. Governor Franklyn Richards reportedly played a crucial role
in brokering the final deal with Minister of Finance Ersilia “Zus”
de Lannooy. This newspaper already suggested on December 11,
in an editorial called “This can’t be the end,” that a compromise
on the grace period and payment term should be possible,
considering the crucial role of the hospital, not just for St.
Maarten, but for the Windward Islands as a whole.

Concerning the decision of National Alliance to support the
Louisa-Godett Cabinet after all, opinions will again vary. The
party now says it never fought over GEBE as reported and
believesitis better for St. Maarten to be on the inside than on the
outside looking in. Its proposed Minister of Internal and Consti-
tutional Affairs in any case has been very vocal about the island’s
constitutional quest. He will now have the chance to prove
himself.

CRUISE SHIPS IN PORT TODAY Agenda st Maarten / st Ma"'n

Vessel
Norwegian Sky Pier 8:00 17:30

Place Arrival Departure Agent
SEL. Maduro & Sons

ST. MAARTEN

POLICE STATION
Philipsburg tel. 542-2222

HOT LINE 108

EMERGENCY 111

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Tel. 54246001 or 120

HOSPITAL

Medical Center, Cay Hil

24-hour Emergency Service

tel. 5431111

AMBULANCE

Philipsburg tel. 542-2111

Red Cross Building: 545-5263
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES

For medical doctors

adver erald.com

editorial @thedailyherald.com

ANGUILLA/3138/fax 8707
SABA

4162381 (sales)
4162731 (edit)

STATIA
182401/182936/fax 182136
469-1093 /8079/fax 5485

STKITTS
466-8609

on call can be reached outside ciinic
hours. Patientsof Dr. Bouman, Dr. Bryson,
Dr. Bus, Dr. Hermanides, Dr. Knol, Dr
Mercuur, Dr. Scheffers and Dr. Spencer,
please call tel 577010. Patients of Dr.
Datema, Dr. Foeken, Dr. Herles, Dr. van
Osch and Dr. Tjaden, please cal tel.
577007. Patients of Dr. van der Waag,
pleasecall570444 PatientsofDr. Abadief,
Dr. Dennaoui and Dr. Gumbs should
contact their own doctor.

ANIMAL AMBULANCE TEAM
542-0600/5598887 CRIME
STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE:

543-TIPS(8477)

TELEPHONE INFO

Telem: 542:2211

E. Caribbean Cellular: 542-4100

Weather Info: 123

ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE
uncamper road, Vineyard

Building, tel 542-2337, fax. 542-2734

STMAARTEN 200

Madame Estate: el 543-2030

Open daiy 10am - 6 pm.

October-March 9 am -5 pm.

Admission residents: Adults: $5, kids

53, Non-residents: $10/$5.

Cole Bay Community Council: meet-

ing 1st. Thursday ofmonthatSunFiower

Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. Cole

Bay at 7:30pm

SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARY meeting at Divi Little Bay

Beach Recor, very Wednesday 1

month at 6:30 p.m.
KIWANIS meets at Wilol Buiding on
Thursday each month at 7.30pm
Kiwanis Key Club of the St Maarten
Academy meeting at the St. Maarten
Academy every Fiiday at 1.30 p.m.
KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Mon-
day 7:00pm Holland House
JAYCEES meeting at the WIFOL Buiid-
ing every last Thursday of the month 8

m
STMARTINMUSEUM

Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917
Opening hours from March 1t
Monday - Friday: 10am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday: 10 am. - 12 noon

Sundays: closed.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 6-7pm, Red Cross Buiing,

Aitport Road. Saturday and Sunday at ¢

Mullet Bay beach next to restaurant
8.30-9:30am. Tel. 5571271 (day) 544-
3203 (evening)

AIDSCOORDINATOR ShannavanEer
tel 5422079 Health Department, e-mail

day6-8pm, The Dahsuﬂ&TuﬂRestau
rant, Maho Plaza,2nd level

LIONS meeting at the Uppev Princess
Quarter Community Centre Lions Den
in Sucker Garden every 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m.
STMAARTEN LEO CLUB mesting a
Jubilee Library 1st, 3rd Friday every

NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN
Great Bay Marina, Ofice Uni #3 POB 863,
Phipsburg, Tel 5420267, Fax. 5420268 Ema
naturesKm@megatropic.com
PHLIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY
ChEWNogest. 12, Tel 5422970

Vort631,

Th49SaInL

WOMENS DESK, Frontteet 141 (opposte Tel-

Cel) Monday-FicaySam Spm.Tel5¢27940 Fax
7941,

£

Email womensdesk@sintmaarten et
SAFE HAVEN, providing shefer and support o
vicims of famiy voknce. POB 636; Tel: 33,
CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, EC. Reaon steet
114 Tel 5210005421006 Fax. 521001
FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL, POBOX
803, Phiipsburg. Tet (10560) 879989, Fax
(00590) 879625. Exmal

JanexLambert55776160r 00590590 294406
SKALCLUBST MAARTENIST MARTIN meets st
Tuesday ofthe month Forlocation cal: 5424432
(lemifr).

MARTIN

POLICE MUNICIPALE

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.04

GENDARMERIE

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.10
IRE DI

LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Cinic, open every
Saturday 9:00am - 12.00 noon. Free adiise on
personal legal issues. Admiristaton Buiding,
tel. 5422337

Coastguard NAGA (2¢hs) 113

THE ST. MAARTEN RED CROSS, (24hr),
#34 Aiport Road Simpson Bay, Tel 5455263
52304, Fax. 5452383

mail:

tel. (00590) 590 87.50.08
AMBULANCE

Offce tel. (00590) 590 87.74.14
Home tel. (00590) 590 87.72.00
HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 87.87.67
DISPENSAIRE Marigot

8am.-3pm. tel.(00590) 59087.50.93
DISPENSAIRE Orléans

SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay
POBOIS18A Telfax5445424 celS477363. Sun
9:00am, Tue 7:00pm, Wed 6:30pm, Thu
700pm, Sat 400pm

STMAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS AND
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN ol ther genere
morthly meetngs every thid Monday at the
Defa Hotel at 700 pi.

DIABETES INFORMATION CENTER, ATh.
Hidge Roat (befind DeskiopNapa building)
Free blood-glucose testing every Thursday
fom 530 - 700 prn

USOStMaarenSt

8am.-3pm.tl 3721
CR.O.S.S. (Center, Research, Organ-
zation, Rescue, Security) isonstand by
24 hours at 0596 709292.

SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARY meeting at Flamboyant Ho-
tel,Baie Nettle every Thursday at8 p.m.
LIONS First and third Tuesday at
Nadailac, Marigot at 7.30 p.m.
KIWANIS: See St Maarten.

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN

Facing the grand parking at Marina
Royale-Marigot. Openfromgam-1pm/
3pm- 7 pm, tel. (00590) 590 29.22.84.
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Post NV: Student’s
arrest separate issue

PHILIPSBURG—The re-
cent detention by police of a
student who was on job train-
ing at the Post Office branch
inPhilipsburgisnotconnected
to the company’s recent dis-
missal of two of its employ-
ees, spokesperson for Nieuwe
Post NV Sidney Poulinastated
yesterday.

Poulina told The Daily Her-
ald theissue involving the stu-
dent had been handled by the
Director for the Windward
Islands and was completely
separate from the investiga-
tions concerning the two dis-
missed employees.

Post Office management re-
mained tightlipped Monday
aboutthe latestdevelopments
inwhat they say is an internal
investigation into the disap-
pearance of some US $30,000
0 $40,000, for which a female
cashier was dismissed.

The Windward Islands Civil
Servants Union (WICSU),
representing the cashier, has
demanded that the company
reinstate her or keep her on
the payroll until the final out-
comeof the investigation. The
union contends that her dis-
missal was wrong, as there
was no proof of her guilt.

Poulina said the union had
sent a letter to the company,

to which it had responded,
but declined to give details of
either letter, saying that the
matter was being treated in-
ternallyand not as one for the
press.

He was unable to say in what
department the other person
reportedly sent home had
worked. He also could not
verify the period duringwhich
the money had been taken
from the company or whether
it had been removed from
packages.

He also did not mention the
department in which the stu-
denthad beentraining, or how
he had gained access to the
cash.

“We are not aware of any-
one being detained,” Poulina
explained. He said the Post
Office management had filed
acomplaint at the police sta-
tionabout two personsagainst
whom they wanted formal
charges brought in connec-
tion with the missing money.

The company's General
Managing Director in
Curagao Martin Querengsaid
aboutaweekago thatafteran
audit was performed, funds
had been found missing, for
which action was taken in the
form of dismissals, pending
legal actions.

Commissioners draft plans to
strengthen police discipline

PHILIPSBURG—If the
College of Commissioners
of the Netherlands Antilles
and Aruba police forces has
itsway, past regulationssuch
as junior officers saluting
senior officers and senior
government officials will be
reinstated.

A proposal to make this
possible is one of several
being drafted by the College
of Commissioners for sub-
mission to the Justice Minis-
ter of the Netherlands

Antilles.
Itwas one of several issues
affecting the police

organisations that were dis-
cussed when members of the
College of Commissioners
met with their Chairman
Police Chief Commissioner
Derrick Holiday on January
22and 23.

Holiday told The Daily
Herald Monday that while
the police force had become
very lenient on issues such
as the compulsory wearing
of hatswhen in uniform, the
saluting of senior govern-
ment officials, and places
officers shouldn’t frequent,
reinstating these rules and
semi-military procedures
would serve to strengthen
the discipline of the officers
and create more apprecia-

Derrick holiday
tion for their work.

He said specific punish-
ments that should be meted
out for offences committed
by police officers would be
included in the draft pro-
posals for submission to the
Justice Minister.

He explained that the Code
of Ethics was a guideline for
police behaviour on and off
the job, but did not specifi-
callyaddressthe punishment
for failing to comply with
the rules.

“The College of Commis-
sioners believes that there
are cases where officers
should have been punished
for certain actions. This as-
pectoftheruleswasputaside
and we feel that it should be
brought back,” Holiday told
The Daily Herald Monday.

director at City Hall.

lembers of the survey team pose for photo with the project

Survey evaluating level of
insecurity, victimization

MARIGOT—A survey to
try to evaluate the level of
insecurity and victimization
felt by residents of French
St. Martin starts today. It is
being coordinated by the
CLSPD, through the assis-
tance of eight field officers,
who will be interviewing a
sample of 700 personsin the
various villages around the
island.

The CLSPD is a special
department funded by the
State responsible for draft-
ingan action plan to combat
violence and delinquency.
From now until March 19,
the officers will carry out
their enquiry, the results of
which should help authori-
ties prepare a local security
action plan.

Questionnaires have al-
ready beensentto those con-
cerned, chosen to represent
a broad cross section of a
population made up of 48
percentmenand52 per cent
women. Only persons over
theage of 18yearshave been
selected for questioning for
the survey.

According to project coor-
dinator Alex Vignal, itisvery
important to first evaluate
the situation if the action
plan is to be effective and
successful in fighting inse-
curityandvictimization. The
same survey will be carried
out with business places, as
they too have been voicing

concerns about the level of
crime and theft on the
French side.

The action plan will be put
together by lawenforcement
officers here, with the col-
laboration of the project co-
ordinator and other stake-
holders in several sectors in
the ity. Vignal said

Islands

onal Alliance

Education Minister and
Oleana-Vos as State Secre-
tary for Educationand Youth
Affairs.

Marlin explained that the
meeting in Curacao Monday
afternoon had been to sign
and not to negotiate. How-
ever, the coalition partners
“pledged” support. “They
pledged to really get down to
work for the islands and for
the Netherlands Antilles as a
whole,” he said.

“There are important issues
to St. Maarten. But the most
important one is to be on the
inside to get things done. You
can’t be on the outside, criti-
cize, but still tell them to get
things done for St. Maarten,”
said Marlin.

Asked about the portfolio of
energy company GEBE, one
of the key issues during the
negotiations and one that
National Alliance didn’tman-
age to secure, Marlin said he
had “no problem” with DP-
Statia leader Senator Julian
‘Woodley about this portfolio,
which the St. Eustatius party
maintained. “Neither of us
had to fight or blink,” he said.

Marlin said he would be ad-
dressing the media tonight
when he returned to St.
Maarten. At that gathering
with the press, he will go “ex-

3

Continued from page 1.

Richard Gibson

Edgar Lynch

tensively” into the issues dis-
cussedduringthe negotiations
that started a few weeks ago,
soon after WIPM-Saba and
UPB-Bonaire stepped out.
One of these issues, apart
from GEBE, was the position
of Deputy Minister Plenipo-
tentiary.

they should be beginning
work on the plan as soon as
the survey is complete and
the results are in.

The questionnaires consist
of 18 questions on the issue
of safety in St. Martin. Some
aretobeansweredby Yesor
No, but others require more
in-depth details.

Persons are asked ques-
tions like whether they feel
safeworking the City streets
after sundown; have they
ever been victims of victim-
ization or robbery; are secu-
rity and safety priorities for
them; and whether they
wouldfileacomplaintifthey
become victims of robbery
or aggression.

The results of the survey
are expected to be made
publicbefore theaction plan
is drafted.

French band Les Explorateurs
wins main prizes at Festival

PHILIPSBURG—The big
red-uniformed brassband Les

Explorateurs of French Quar-
ter took away both first prizes
at the second annual Drum
Band Festival “Keep on
Drumming” Sunday.

The band won the Presenta-
tion competition at Raoul
Illidge Sports Complex, aswell
as the Street Parade.

Soualouiga Brass Band

Foundation Secretary
Dinaida Merencia said Mon-
day that the difference be-
tween the first and second
place bands at the presenta-
tion competitionwasonly one
point. “Les Explorateurs had
589 points and Curagao Brass
Expresswalked away with 588
points,” Merencia said.

La Flamme, also from the
Frenchside, finished third out
of 11 groups that participated
in the show, which started
around 4:00pm with a parade
from Celebration Palace and
finished at around 9:30pm at
the Sports Complex.

“Experience the beat,” the
first Drum Festival, pulled
four bands last year and the
organizers Soualouiga Brass
Band Foundation promised
the large and appreciative
crowd that next year’s festival
would be even bigger than the
2004 show.

“We are going to work very
hard on it,” said Merencia
while thanking all the spon-
sors of this year's event for
their contributions.
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Hopes to sign deal today

Minister agrees to let
hospital pay debt later

By Suzanne Koelega

PHILIPSBURG—Finance
Minister Ersilia de Lannooy
said Monday she hoped to
reach an agreement with St.
Maarten Medical Center
(SMMC) through Lt. Gover-
nor Franklyn Richards today,
Tuesday, about an arrange-
ment for the hospital to post-
pone payment of its debt to
the Federal Receiver for two
years.

The agreement is the result
of several letters and contact
by telephone between the
Minister, the Lt. Governor
and SMMC’s board since late
last week. The board of
SMMC sent a letter to the
Finance Minister on Monday
informing her thatitwould be
accepting one of her two pro-

posals.

The proposal the board is
willing to accept states that
the Federal Receiver will
make an “exception” to its
policy tocollect SMMC's out-
standing debt. The letter
doesn'tmentionamounts, but
it concerns some NAf. 3.8
million, builtup between 1997
and 2002.

SMMC will be given a grace
period of two years under four
conditions: payment of cur-
rent obligations to the Cen-
tral Governmer

Inthe letter, the board stated
that it was “prepared and in
the position” to accept this
proposal. The other proposal
was for POF to take over the
debt.

The grace period will make
it possible for SMMC to carry
out a restructuring, invest in
the institution and make a
payment arrangement with
other creditors for non-pref-
erential debts, after which its
moratorium on payments can
be eliminated.

“After the i and

on the medical treatment of
prisoners, an evaluation after
two years to determine
SMMC's “payment potential”
and the hospital’s property
owning foundation POF
standing guarantee for the
outstanding amounts.

Congratulations go out to Elvis Steward (right) receiving his
gift certificate for US $50 from Advertising representative at
The Daily Herald Sandra Martina, for winning The Daily
Herald’s Guess Where? Guess What? Challenge published
last Saturday. Elvis identified all the changes: The woman’s
left thumb, an emblem on her hat and a dot in the back-
ground were removed; her bracelet was duplicated on her
other hand; the word “SPEED” in the background was
changed to “SPEES.” Elvis may use his gift voucher at Just
In Boutique or Kwik Bargains/Kwik Ideas before March 7.

restructuring period of two
years, we see all possibilities
to be in a position to comply
with payment obligations of
the federal debts,” stated the
letter that was signed by
SMM(C's Director Dr.George
Scot.

Minister de Lannooy con-
firmed on Monday that she
was “close” to reaching an
agreement with the Lt. Gov-
ernor. “I expect to sign an
agreement tomorrow (Tues-
day, ed.),” she said, acknowl-
edgingthe rolethe Lt. Gover-
nor had played in this.

“Certain things” will be in-
cluded in that agreement to
“prevent bankruptcy,” she
told The Daily Herald. “There
are different options,” she
said, adding that public health
was “very important” and
played an “important role” in
the process.

“I just spoke to the Lt. Gov-
ernor and | am awaiting his
response,” she said, asshewas
coming out of the meeting
where she signed the political
agreement to broaden the
base of the federal coalition
together with National Alli-
ance and four other parties.

She said SMMC'’s debt to
the Federal Receiver would
not be forgiven. “The Central
Government can't afford
that,” she said. “But we came
to an agreement that the pay-
ment wouldn't be in the way
of their financing position.”

St. Maarten Democratic
Party (DP) Councilwoman
and former State Secretary
Maria Buncamper-Molanus
said she was “very pleased”
that a solution was being
reached between the parties.
Buncamper-Molanus had
sent a letter to the Finance
Minister recently, urging her
to “do something™ about the
situation.

“I hope that SMMC and the
Minister can finalize this so
thatthe hospital can startwith
the investments that it needs
5o much. | hope I have been
able to make some contribu-
tion and I am very pleased
that the Minister got directly
in contact with me on this
matter,” said Buncamper-
Molanus.

road tax stickers.

People standing at line at the Island Receiver’s Office Monday afternoon to collect their 2004

Some 9,800 road tax stickers sold

PHILIPSBURG—Close to
9,800 road tax stickers have
beensoldsofar, leaving close
0 7,000 vehicle owners still
having to pay this year’s ve-
hicle tax. Controlswon'tstart
yet, however, because the
police also don’t have the
stickers yet.

Upto Saturday, 9,760 stick-
ershad beensold, represent-
ing about NAf. 2.7 million
that will go into
government’s coffers. “I ex-
pect a lot of people to still
come this week,” Island Re-
ceiver Jean James told The

Daily Herald. One of the
problems for some people
has been the fact that they
were paid late.

The deadline for payment
was Saturday, January 31.
Lastyear the deadline was a
month later, February 28.
More than 17,500 stickers
weresoldin2003and 17,650
were sold in 2002, yielding
NAf. 4.7 million in revenues
for government.

Police haven't started con-
trols yet, because the Cen-
tral Governmenthasn’t paid
the road tax for the patrol

carsyet. “Itwouldn’tbe ethi-
cal for us to perform con-
trols, because we have to be
an example,” stated police
spokesman  Inspector
Geronimo Juliet.

The Island Receiver’s Of-
fice has extended its open-
inghoursand hasbeen open
on Saturdays since the be-
ginning of January toaccom-
modate its clients. The of-
fice, located on University
Boulevard under the same
roof as the Census Office, is
open from 8:30am straight
through lunch until 3:30pm.

Old age pension
hike to Parliament

WILLEMSTAD—The
Central Government has
sent the draft federal ordi-
nance for the increase of the
old age pension AOV to
Parliament.

But the advising entities,
the Advisory Council, the
Social Insurance Bank SVB
and the Socio-Economic
Council SER are far from
happy with it due to the cost
involved.

SER recommends not to
send the proposal to Parlia-
ment considering the eco-
nomic consequences. It will
soon presentitsown law pro-
posal.

In the government’s pro-
posal the AOV is increased
from 528 to 550 guilders per
month, or 6,600 guilders per
year. Furthermore, therewill
be asupplementary pension
forthosewhodon’thave one
and have a total income of
up to 1,000 guilders per
month (12,000 guilders per

year).

The aim s for every person
60 years an older to receive
at least 1,000 guilders per
month. This would all be
produced by means of a dif-
ferentpremiumsystem; with
no longer a maximum pre-
mium to be paid, but a per-
centage of the income, plus
an increase of the premium
from 10 to 11 per cent.

The SVB doesn’t mind the
increase of the benefits, but
demands that the govern-
ment guarantee the financ-
ing of same.

The Advisory Council

points out the consequences
of the proposal. It can agree
with the solidarity principle
and making sacrifices, “but
there are limits.”

Someone with a so-called
“free profession” earning
336,830 guilders per year
would have to pay 37,031
guilders per year (or 11 per
cent premium) to, in due
time, receive 6,600 guilders
per year, while someone
earning 120,000 guilders per
year must pay 13,200 guil-
ders per year to be able to
obtain the same 6,600 guil-
ders per year.
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From left: Ludwig Ouenniche, Veronica Wilson-Webster, Jorien Lucas-Wuite, Maria van
Heyningen and Cedrick Ortega at the press conference.

Small business foundation to help
fund food safety clinic attendance

PHILIPSBURG—The
Small Business Develop-
mentFoundation (SBDF) is
offering special funding for
managers/owners of small
businessesin the food sector
to attend the Food Safety

Clinic being offered by the
Sector Health Care Affairs.

The foundation will fund
70 per cent of cost of the
NAVF. 100 course for qualify-
ing applicants, SBDF Presi-
dent Veronica Wilson-

Orders for Caribbean style
money boxes still possible

PHILIPSBURG—Thelocal
chapter of Antillean Federa-
tion for Youth Care FAJ is
accepting orders for the
handmade and -painted
money boxes shaped like a
Caribbean house. The
money boxes, which play
music when coins are
dropped in, werespecial gifts
in the FAJ Christmas 2003
promotion.

The boxes cost NAf. 25 or
US $14 each and can be or-
dered from the FAJ office
locatedin Rupert . Maynard
Youth Community Centre
in St. Peters, or by calling
548-3500. The orders have
to be placed by Friday, Feb-
ruary 13.

Persons still awaiting their
money boxes will receive
them by the end of the
month. The money boxes
arrived in St. Maarten late
due to heavy rains in
Curagao that prevented the
proper drying of the clay
from which they are made.
This also caused several or-
ders not to be filled.

Also several postcard and
stamporderswere notfilled;
these will be rectified by
month end. The huge order
received from St. Maarten
was not expected by the or-

Angie Agol-Pantophlet
ganizers, who had to adjust
production to suit.

Local Coordinator Angie
Agol-Pantophlet said the
demand for the moneyboxes
was still very high and it had
been decided allow further
orders. The money raised
from the sales will go into
the FAJ coffers and then be
allocated as funding for vari-
ous youth-based projects on
all of the Antillean islands.

St. Maarten has been ac-
tive in submitting youth-
based projects for funding,
she added. The island has
become more aware of FAJ
and its operations over the
past year and more organi-
zations such as parent-
teacher associations have
submitted projects.

Four projects have already
been submitted for January.

Webster announced at a
jointpressconference of the
foundation and the Health
Care departmentyesterday.
The partial financing for
the course is possible
through the funds granted
to SBDF by the Small En-
terprise Stimulation
Programme of the Nether-
lands Antilles (SESNA).
To receive the financing
from SBDF, interested per-
sons have to collect the rel-
evantforms from the Health
Department and visit the
foundation office at E.C.
Richardson Street #3 for
funding approval, Founda-
tion Secretary Ludwig
Ouenniche said.
The first phase of the clinic
starts on February 17 and
continues until the end of
April. The first course is al-
ready filled. There is space
in the other scheduled
course. However, the dead-
line for registration is Feb-
ruary 15, said health care
official Cedrick Ortega, who
is in charge of registration.
Thecourseinvolvesinstruc-
tionon proper food handling
procedures, Course Leader
Maria van Heyningen said.
Theclasses are twice weekly
at University of St. Martin.
Morning and afternoon
classes are available. The
second phase will be geared
towardsother food handlers
and will be less in-depth.
Health Sector Director
Jorien Lucas-Wuite wel-
comed the initiative of the
foundation. She added that
approximately 20 per cent
of the managers/owners of
food-related businesses had
already registered for the
course.

Union, police deadlocked
on dismissal of officers <

PHILIPSBURG—A final
decision has notbeen reached
regarding the dismissal of sev-
eral police and immigration
officers, three of whom be-
long to St. Maarten’s Police
Force.
The issue of the officers’ dis-
missal was one of the main
subjects of discussion at a
meeting of the joint commit-
tee comprising Netherlands
Antilles Police Chiefs, the
Netherlands Antilles Police
Union and the Advisory com-
mittee for the Netherlands
Antilles Justice Minister, ac-
cording to Police Chief Com-
missioner Derrick Holiday.
The committee was estab-
lished to advise the Justice
Minister on matters relating
to police, as he felt that there
were too many conflicting
opinions, which made decid-
ing on issues difficult.
Holiday said the meetinghad
been held in Curagao on Fri-
day last week. Police officer
Giterson along with two im-
migration officers, one of
whom is still on active duty,

have been brought up on
chargesand arequest submit-
ted for their dismissal.

Holiday said a major prob-
lem was the union’s position
on the issue, which he ex-
plained was that the officers
should be reinstated, as the
allotted time for an investiga-
tion, along with a final deci-
sion on their future with the
force, had expired before the
decision was made.

Holiday said the request
from the union was in keep-
ingwith the guidelines on how
investigations should be
handled when officers are ac-
cused of committing offences,
but said based on the nature
of the offences it would ruin
the communities’ trust in the
Netherlands Antilles Police
Force if these officers were

reinstated.

He explained that the offic-
erswere accused of drug traf-
ficking and at least two in
Curagaowere believed to have
been in one way or another
involved in murders.

With regard to the delay in
the dismissal of the officers,
he said the factors delaying
the process included the fact
that there had been a change
in the person holding the of-
fice of Justice Minister, who
has the final say on whether
officers are dismissed.
Another aspect was the com-
plicated nature of the case,
Holiday said. He also men-
tioned departmental differ-
ences on the cases, which had
also played a role in the de-
layed decision.

+



AGENDA

ST. EUSTATIUS
Police Station 182333
Emergency 111

Hot Line 108

Fire Department 120
Hospital 182211/182371
Landsradio 182210

Post Office 182207

st. Eustatius Historical
Foundation Museum 182288
Winair Office 182362

Lions Club meets every Ist
and 3rd Wednesday at the
“Den” next to the Airport
Drug Prevention Foundation
meets every Tuesday 5:30pm
at the Golden Era Hotel.
Coastguard NA&A 113

St. Eustatius National parks:
Gallows Bay: 3182884

SABA
Police Station

The Bottom, tel. 4163237
Emergency 111/112

Hospital

TheBottom, tel.4163288/4163289
Fire Department Airport
Flat Point tel. 4162210
SATEL

The Bottom, tel. 4163211
WINAIR, Airport

Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713
Taxi Service Airport

Flat Point, tel. 160
Administration Building
The Bottom, tel. 4163311/
4163312/4163313

Tourist Office
Windwardside, tel. 4162231
Harbour Office

Fort Bay, tel. 4163204

Saba Marine Park

Fort Bay, tel. 4163295
Nature & Hike Guide

James Johnson

The Bottom, tel. 4163307
Service Club
SabaLionsClubgeneral meeting
every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 8:00
pm. at Eugenius A. Johnson
Center.

Coastguard NAA 113

Red Cross

General meeting every last Mon-
day, 6 p.m, Eugenius A. Johnson
Center.

ANGUILLA
EMERGENCY
Police911

Police Station 4972333

Hospital 497 2551

Dental clinic497 2343

Radio Anguilla497 2218

Tourism Department497 2759

Crimestoppers08007777777

AIRLINES

American Eagle 4973501

Winair 4972748

Liat 4975000

Tyden Air 4972719

Air Anguillad97 2643

Trans Anguilla497 8690

COURIERSERVICE

DHL 497 3400

Federal Express 4972719

UPS 4972239

SERVICECLUBS

Rotary Clubof Anguilla

Roy’sRestaurant6:00p.m.-8:00
m. Every Thursday.

Soroptimist International

DayCare Centre

4.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday

in each month Tel: 497 3509

LionsClub

The Valley Primary School

istand 3rd Tuesday at8.00 p.m

Tel: 4976250

National Council of Women

Artsand Craft Centre

4.30p.m. 1st Monday in month

Interact Club of Anguilla

Meets every Fridayat3.15p.m

at theAlbenaLake Hodge Com-

prehensive School

Alcoholic Anynomous meetings

every Sunday at 8:30 am and

Mondayat5:00pmon Shoal Bay

picnicarea

Subscribe to

HEFlh

PHONE 5425253
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Major Ronald Alexander and Brigadier Siegfried Mariaweigh-

report by Dave Levenstone.

ing the drugs at the police station in The Bottom. Photo and

Police in Saba arrest
St. Maarten drug mule

SABA—Policearrestedapas-
senger of the St. Maarten-
Saba ferry “The Edge” on
Friday. The young man J.W.
of St. Maarten had four
pounds of compressed mari-
juana on his body, together
with 30 grams of crack stones.

The police took J.W. to the
police station for questioning
and he was transported to the
police station in Philipsburg,
St. Maarten, on Saturday af-
ternoon.

This was the first major haul
for the year in Saba, butitwas
reportedly not the first time

police had confiscated drugs
entering the island via the
ferry service. Zero tolerance
in the fight against drugs is
beginning to bear fruit, it was
reported to this newspaper.
Major Ronald Alexander
said histeam of officerswould
continue to carry out strict
controlsontheimportofdrugs
to the island. “We cannot al-
low drugs to take over the
island and do nothing about
it. We are doing our job and
we expect the community to
appreciate that,” he said.

Lt. Governor’s Cabinet costs
NAf. 853,348, not NAf. 2 M

PHILIPSBURG—The
Cabinet of the Lt. Governor
will have its own budget in
the near future. The current
cost of the cabinet (for 2004)
is NAF. 853,348, not NAf. 2
millionaswasstated in ques-
tions pertaining the draft
2004 budget of the Island
Government.

The cabinet currently
doesn’t have its own budget
and the NAf. 853,348 in sal-
ary cost is now carried by the
Island Territory. “Itis advis-
able that for the year 2004, a
budget is drawn up for the
Cabinet of the Lt. Gover-
nor,” itwas stated in the an-
swers to questions by Chair-
woman of the Central Com-
mittee Maria Buncamper-
Molanus.

Chief of the Cabinet Ligia
Stella, in cooperation with
the Finance Department,
will be drawing up a pro-
posal for the Executive
Council. There is a “need”
for this, because the Cabinet
ischargedwith,among other
things, protocol.

The protocol division, ase:

tion of the Cabinet, deals
withthe visits of government
leaders, consuls, ambassa-
dorsand other officials from
abroad. According to the Is-
lands Regulation ERNA, the
Lt. Governor officially rep-
resents the Island Territory
in this area.

The Cabinet has been as-
sisting the island territory in
several areas that, according
to the ERNA, don’t directly
resort under the Lt. Gover-
nor, the document stated. In
thelightofthe Lt. Governor’s
“gatekeeper’s function,” his
Cabinet has been helping to
improve the general quality
of governance.

The Dutch Government,
conscious of the need to have
proper governance, has
made three technical assis-
tants available who are part
of the Cabinet. The Dutch
Government finances these
technical assistants.

The Cabinet gives assis-
tance to projects and advice
committees, qualitative sup-
port of the government ap-
paratus in case of projects

SMITH Continued from page 1.

emony. SMITH Project
Manager Paul Rivierecalled

it the first of several accom-

plishments to be attained.

The second accomplish-
ment, he said, would be suc-
cessfullyintegrating SMITH
graduates in the job market
and/or having them continue
theirstudiesatother tertiary
institutions. SMITH has ar-
rangementswith Mondriaan
College in the Netherlands
and Lively Technical Cen-
ter in Tallahassee, Florida,
forstudentstocontinuetheir
studies there.

“A momentous occasion”
was the term used by Direc-
torof Social Welfare Affairs
Stanley Hodge to describe
the start of the classes. He
alluded to failed efforts
madeinthe pasttostartsimi-
lar programmes and said
officialshad learntfrom their
mistakes. “This is a project
being prepared for St.
Maarten by St. Maarten,”
hesaid, adding that teachers
who are part of the
programme are “highly mo-
tivated.” Allthe major stake-
holders, he said, combined
their efforts to put SMITH
together without seeking
funding from other sources
andthisshows thatthe “Gov-
ernmenthas puttheir money
where their mouth is.”

Hodge advised SMITH of-
ficials to pursue other “cre-
ative” steps if they encoun-
tered difficulties in obtain-
ing accreditation for their

courses. “If, for whatever
reason, this is not forthcom-
ing with the necessary expe-
diency, it might be neces-
sary to review for all intent
and purposesthe Basic Com-
petence Certificate
Programmes (BCCP) cur-
rently being developed and
introduced in other coun-
tries,” said Hodge.

Tourism Commissioner
Theo Heyliger was repre-
sented by his Executive As-
sistant Maurice Lake, who
lauded the programme as
being pertinent in providing
the job market with skilled
and competent labour. Lake
congratulated those in-
volved in putting the insti-
tute together and expressed
hope that the intended ob-
jectives would be met.

Wescott-Williams said: “I
encourage you students to
stay the course. Thisisanew
opportunity foryou,anopen
door to your future. Enter
confidently, remain focused
throughoutand attheend of
your programme, you will
have mastered skills that not
onlywill serveyour personal
and professional growth, but
also make you better
equipped to serve St.
Maarten as we build this
nation block by block,” she
urged students.

Interim Head of the Edu-
cation Department Linda
Richardsonalsomadeapre-
sentation during the cer-
emony.

that are of “substantial im-
portance” economically, fi-
nancially or to governance.
The Cabinet also takes ini-
tiatives in the area of
government’s finances, as-
sists in improving the trans-
parency and integrity of gov-
ernment, and advises the
Executive Council on certain
matters.

Government needs the as-
sistance of the Cabinet, as
long as the government or-
ganization doesn’t comply
with conditions of a govern-
ment apparatus, the docu-
ment stated. Improving the
quality of governance is a
“high priority” of the Execu-
tive Council.

“Objectivity and proper de-
cision taking, that relate
closely to financial and orga-
nizational independence of
the rest of (government) or-
ganization, are served with
permanent support of the
Cabinetbythe Kingdom. The
goalisstrengthening the sys-
tem of checks and balances
of the insular, decentralized
administration,” it was
stated. The Lt. Governor has
already contacted the Dutch
Government on this matter.

The need to strengthen the
system of checks and bal-
ancesalsoappliestothe func-
tioning of the Island Coun-
cil. As such, the document
suggested support for the
Island Council and men-
tioned the fact that clerks
were nowsupporting munici-
pal councils in Holland.

In St. Maarten this would
make the Island Council
function more indepen-
dently of theadministration.
Membersofthe Island Coun-
cilare “encouraged” tocome
with proposals to strengthen
the functioning of this body.

The character of the tasks
of the Lt. Governor deserves
a “fundamental discussion”
within the framework of the
Kingdom. The position of the
Lt. Governor should also be
included in the process of
strengthening the adminis-
tration. Holland is working
on a system of an elected
Mayor, a system that is al-
ready in place in France and
the US.

Island Councilwoman
Buncamper-Molanus had
asked about the financing of
the Cabinet and mentioned
theamountof NAf. 2.03mil-
lion that appeared on the
draft 2004 budget. She
wanted to know what share
of the cost the Central Gov-
ernment would pay, as she
considered it unfair to St.
Maarten’stax payerstocarry
all the cost.



Street Vibes
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What’s on your mind?

PHILIPSBURG—Street
Vibes allowed members of
the publictoshare theircom-
ments on any issue of con-
cern to them. Their com-
ments follow.

Yolanda Kortenoever,
housewife

“The Emilio Wilson Park
should be turned into a real
cultural parkwithadditional
trees planted to enhance its
beauty. St. Maarten isa cul-
tural communitywith people
from every part of the Car-
ibbean residing here and
plants should be brought in
from all over the Caribbean
and planted at the park to
representthevariousislands.
Benches should also be
placed there for people to
go, relax and enjoy nature.
“Considerationshouldalso
be given to having a pond at
the park. Everyone is run-
ning after the dollar while
they should take time to en-
joy nature. The Emilio Wil-
son Park should be a place
where people cango tobond
without saying a word.
“lalsobelieve that thesince
the flamboyant tree is a na-
tional tree for the island,
more should be planted on
the island. It should be seen
more.”

Sopheia York,

private sector worker

“I believe that more should
be done by the authoritiesto
create jobs for unemployed
persons. Locals and people
with legal papers for the is-
land should be given prefer-
ence for employment and
employers should stop
favouritism when hiring.
People should be employed
on their own merits and
based ontheir qualifications
and experience and not be-
cause they are the friend of
someone.”

Ramong Blijden,

private sector worker
“Theminimumwage is cur-
rently too lowand should be
increased. This is a matter
that needs the urgent atten-
tionof the necessaryauthori-
ties. The minimum wage is
insufficientcomparedtothe
expenses of the ordinary
man. The cost of living is
also growing while people’s
salaries remain the same. If
this continues people will
continue to engage inillegal
activities to earn extra
money to make ends meet.”

Crystal Cohen,
“There is not enough secu-
rity on the streets. Security

Crystal Cohen

Geraldine Williams

shouldbeincreased, particu-
larly at nights in places that
people frequent a lot. I also
believe that the island has

too many vehicles and not
enoughroadsandsomething
should be done to (allevi-
ate) the traffic problem.”

Geraldine Williams,
retired

“The cost of living on St.
Maarten is too high, consid-
ering thattheislandisaduty
free port. Government
needs to put control mecha-
nismsin place to ensure that
the prices for certain items
are stable and things such as
rent remain affordable for
the ordinary man. People
canno longer afford the high
and increasing cost of living.
We are only surviving by the
grace of God.”

Teachers union
sends letter to
Govt, on late
payment of salaries

PHILIPSBURG—The
Windward Islands Teachers
Union (WITU) senta letter
to Education Commissioner
SarahWescott-Williamsand
the Executive Council on
Monday, conveying the sen-
timents of union members
who complained that they
hadbeen unable tocash their
cheques at the bank on Fri-
day. WITU alsoadvised gov-
ernment that its members
were upset that their sala-
ries had not been paid on
time.

WITU President Claire
Elshot said the union had
received numerous com-
plaints from public school
teachers on Friday that they
hadbeen unable tocash their
salary cheques at the bank
onFridayandwereinformed
that the bank had not yet
received January’s payroll.
Elshot said her members
were very upset about the
situationand were prepared
totake any action to prevent
arecurrence.

She said the letter to
Wescott-Williams was in-
tended to urge government
to put mechanisms in place
to prevent a recurrence and
implore her to ensure that
teachers were paid on time
andinaccordancetothelaw.
Shesaid publicschool teach-
erswere normally scheduled
to receive their salaries two
days before the month ends,
but this had not been the
case in recent months.

Elshot said civil servants
had also complained that
they toowere unable to cash
their cheques on Friday.
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St. Martin records high
infant mortality rates

MARIGOT—Figures re-
leased by the health depart-
ment of the General Coun-
cil (DASD) indicate that the
infant mortality rate in
French St. Martin has been
morethantriple the national
average in the last three
years.

DASD is very concerned
about this development and
says these alarming propor-
tions cannot be tolerated in
acountry like St. Martin.

The figures show that in
1999 the number was 8.94
per thousand, in 2000 it in-
creased to 18.84, in 2001 it
wasat20.52andin 2002 there
was a slight decrease to 18
per thousand. The French
national figure is presently
five per thousand.

According to representa-
tive of the General Council
Jean Luc Plumenceau, this
situation could beattributed
either to ashortage of medi-
cal staff at the hospital or to
anincrease inthe number of
undocumented mothers hav-
ing babies on the French
side. He said it was time for
authorities to take the situa-
tion seriously and do what s
needed to stamp out the
problem.

Plumenceau also gave fig-
ures on the percentage of

persons seeking medical at-
tention who were covered
by the Frenchsocial security
scheme. In 1999 only 21.98
per cent had coverage; in
2000itwas 30.13 per cent; in
2001aslightincreaset030.43
and in 2002 it was at 30.40
per cent.

This shows that only 20 per
cent of those treated at dis-
pensaries had medical cov-
erage. This, accordingto the
director, placed further fi-
nancial strains on the Gen-
eral Council, which must
pick up the cost as a substi-
tute for the state.

Plumenceau is of the view
that proper control at the
hospitals to deter undocu-
mented mothers from hav-
ing children on the French
sidewould help decrease the

highrate of infant mortality.
According to him, these un-
documented motherscannot
seek the proper attention
during and after pregnancy,
because they have no medi-
cal coverage.

He has also called for dis-
pensariesto be better staffed
and in acceptable condition
if they are to provide resi-
dents of rural areas quality
health care.

These figures and the cost
associated with health care
are some of the factors
elected representatives will
have to take into account
when negotiating transfer of
competencies with the Gen-
eral Council, ahead of the
change of administrative sta-
tus to form the new Collec-
tivity.



MARIGOT—With the offi-
cial opening of the 2004 Car-
nival season set for Thurs-
day, February 12, work is go-
ing on every day as booth
owners race to finish their
booths before the weekend
ahead of the official open-
i

ng.
According to president of
the Carnival Committee Jean
Philippe Richardson, all of
the 40 available booths are
already taken, but the vari-
ety will be different this year.
He said apart from the tradi-
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tional boothsselling food and
drinks, there would also be a
few offering games and en-
tertainment.

“When we say we promise
to make Carnival 2004 bet-
terthan beforewe meanwhat
we say and this is some of the
proof,” Richardson added.
He said 14 troupes would be
taking part in the junior pa-
radeonSunday, February 15,
the largest participation in
the five years he has been
president of the CTC. Seven
troopshave registered for the

grand parade so far, but sev-
eral others have expressed
interest, according to
Richardson.

Contestants for all three
queen pageants are rehears-
ing and the first show, Miss
Pitchounette and Junior
Queen, will take place at the
Omni Sports Complex in
Galisbay on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, from 3:30pm.

Participation in Sunday’s
walkathon under the theme,
“Get in shape for carnival”
was overwhelming and

Safe Haven receives
donations from TelCell

PHILIPSBURG—As part
of its efforts to give back to
the community, TelCell
management presented sev-
eral dolls and CD players to
Safe Haven for distribution
to children in the
foundation’scare, the phone
company said in a press re-
lease.

TelCell General Manager
Brian Mingo and Marketing
representative  Arden
Froston presented theitems

to Safe Haven spokesper-
son Angelique Romou-
Martis at the company’s
Sucker Garden location re-
cently.

“The initiative is part of
the company’s pledge made
atthe end of last year to give
back to the communitywher-
ever and whenever pos-
sible,” TelCell said in the
release.

“The foundation continues

in the St. Maarten commu-
nity and it'sa pleasure to be
abletobringasmile tosome
of the children in its care by
presenting these gifts,” said
Mingo.

Other TelCell personnel
involved in the community-
oriented project are Roam-
ing Coordinator Nina Diaz
and Secretary Shamaiah
Daflaar-Fleming.

todosome ol ingwork

Brian Mingo (left) and Arden Froston (right) present the items to Angelique Romou-Martis.

Richardson extended thanks
to those who came out to
walk from the Nifia Duverly
School in Marigot to Galion
beach.

The grand opening parade
will take place on February
12, with local groups and
troupes parading the streets
of the city to usher in the new
season. The first night at the
village, hosted by the
Dominica Friendship Asso-
ciation, will feature
calypsonians from Dominica.

There will be another Car-
ibbean night at the village on
Saturday, February 14, with
two concerts scheduled. The
promoters of the event have
notyetreleased the names of
the performing groups, but
have promised to confirm
their groups before the start
of the season.

The first lap children’s pa-
rade will take place on Feb-
ruary 15, with school chil-
dren from the entire French

| side taking part. February 16

will be youth night, featuring
up and coming local artists
showcasing their talentinrap,
danceand music. Thiswill be
followed by a concert with
the group Dance Starz the
next night, ahead of the
Compas Night featuring one
of Haiti’s leading bands.

Promoters of last year's

comedy extravaganza have
decided to bring back come-
dians Raymond Pozoy,
Miguel Cespedes and Felix
Pena from the Dominican
Republic, who will be enter-
taining spectators with their
Dominicano humour.
Mr. Cool’s Reggae nightwill
be Friday, February 20, to be
followed by the Miss Teen,
Seniorand Carnival pageants
featuring young ladies from
both Dutch and French St.
Martin on Saturday, Febru-
ary 21. The first lap of the
grand parade will take place
on Sunday, February 22, and
will feature new troupes with
new fashions.

Zouk Flam night will be
Monday, February 23, and
promoters have promised a
lineup of some of the hottest
names in Zouk music today,
also featuring Carimi from
Haiti. The Zouk Flam will
take revellers into the Mardi
Gras grand parade on Feb-
ruary 24, expected to feature
some of the most colourful
troupesto revel the streets of
Marigot in Carnival celebra-
tions.
Thecurtainswillcome down
with the prize giving cer-
emony on February 25, fol-
lowed by the burning of King
Vaval at Carnival City in
Agrément.

In a jam-packed Joe Laveist Ballpark, NBO band leader
Kevin James (left) was crowned Road March Monarch in
the final of Aruba’s Carnival Calypso and Road March
Festival, with his song “Jumbie.” Claudius “Mighty Talent”
Philips again took the Calypso title with his “Tell Me If 1
Lie”
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A crane places one of the diesel generators in the old Rif
plantof Aqualectraon aspecial trailer in Curagao. The 110-
ton 16-cylinder Mirrlees Blackstone generators will be taken
to the harbour to be shipped out. To remove them, part of the
structure had to be sawed off. Once all engines have been
removed the building will be demolished and the land
cleared, so thatit can be used for developments related to the
megapier for cruise ships nearby.

“Forsa Korsou” party
officially established

WILLEMSTAD—The
Curagao political party Forsa
Korsou, established as a po-
litical association on January
26, comprisesattorney Nelson
Navarro as chairman, lawyer
Glenn Camelia (director of
the Socio-Economic Council
SER and the consulting en-
tity for civil service matters
GOA) as secretary and direc-
tor of the Finance Adminis-
tration Gregory Damoen as
treasurer.

According to the statutes,
Navarro has also been ap-
pointed the political leader.
Other board membersinclude
communication expert
Mariela Nivillac, police in-
spector and ex-police union
president Udemar “Shon Ma™
Isidora, director of Air Hol-
land Caribbean Region Ed-
ward Heerenveen, Public
Works official Marlon
Balentin, University of the
Netherlands Antilles student
Valeska Richards (ex-youth
prime minister) and adminis-
trator Patricia Cijntje-Pinedo
(currentlyworkingatthe Eco-
nomic Affairs Administra-
tion).

When asked, Navarro ex-
plained that the party’s vision
and programme wouldn't be
announced until next week
because of the public’s main
focus on the tumba festival to
be held this week. There will
soon be an open house where

people can find out more
about the party and enlist as
members.

The political association’s
aim is to promote respect for
the rights and dignity of every
citizenin the community; that
the norms and values within
the community be restored
and maintained; that every
citizen is given the opportu-
nity to live adecent life, in the
sense that at least all basic
necessities are guaranteed;
and that decisive governing is
possible based on an election
system that allows the elected
administration to governwith
force of action.

Furthermore, the governing
of the community must be
conducted in an “appropri-
ate, correct and transparent”
manner and there should be
control on compliance with
“all applicable written as well
as unwritten rules.”

The tranquility and safety of
the community should also be
restored and guaranteed as
much as possible and a re-
sponsible financial-economic
policy should be maintained
“in the sense of promoting
long-term economic growth
and healthy public finances.”

Finally, the objectives of
Forsa Korsou also mention
that relations within the king-
dom must be optimized
“based on equality and mu-
tual respect.”

The culinary teams of the hospitality schools in Curacao
and Bonaire competed in the ABC Culinary Competition,
with Aruba absent this year because of exams. Ban Bria
public MBO, Feffik and Maria Stella VSBO represented
Curacao and the secondary school community SGB of

Bonaire.

MEP warns against Aruba
becoming milk cow of EU

ARUBA—The ruling MEP
party is of the opinion that
the integration of Arubainto
the European Union (EU)
willturntheislandintoamilk
cow.

The party hascalculated that
Aruba would have to con-
tribute much more to the EU
than the Netherlands does
now per head of population.
MEP thinks accurate studies
should be made, to prevent a
shortfall for Aruba.

“Fifty years ago the AVP
told the nation stories that
were not based on the truth.
We have to prevent that his-
tory repeats itself,” states the
party’s press release.

MEP is getting a better and
better image of the meaning
of EU membership. It wants
toinform the population, but
prefers to base itself on stud-
ies and reports instead of
populistic statements.

With this the party points
the finger at the opposition
party AVP, which advocates
Aruba becoming an Ultra-
Peripheral Territory (UPT)

“Pitosh” Heyden.

of the EU.

MEP doesn't like it that
AVP puts emphasis on the
possibility to get financial as-
sistance from European
funds. MEP doesn't believe
that. Besides, the party has
calculated that, just for being
amember, Arubawill have to
pay alot of money to the EU.

During a press conference
MEP member Edwin Jacobs
concentrated on an official
document from the Dutch
Foreign Affairs Ministry
about the EU. Every year,
Aruba will have to pay 19
million euros to the EU,
which means 87 euros per
head based on the popula-
tion of the Netherlands.
Aruba’s net contribution of
19 million florins divided by
the total populationwill come
to a sum of 200 euros per
head of the Aruban popula-
tion, or 460 florins per per-
son per year.

“Wewonder, based on these
calculations, whether Aruba
wantsto become the milk cow
of the EU,” he said.

Sea Scouts of the Monsignor Verriet group in Curacao, led
by Captain Jan Ackermans of the Chamba I1, turned out the
big winners in the ABN AMRO Regatta 2004 from January
26 to February 1. The youngsters competed in the yacht
racing/cruising class and demonstrated the skills they have
learned so far. In the photo: Ackermans, Russell Maduro,
Sergey Boer, Mitchell Amasia, Jessie Hernandez and Mariano
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I The general Antillean pension fund APNA headquartered in Curacao booked a return of
21.2 per centon its investments abroad in 2003, largely because of gains on the international
istock markets. Domestic investments produced a return of 5.8 per cent. This puts the average
total return at 11.8 per cent. Compared to December 31, 2002, the invested capital of the fund
has increased by 263 million guilders, thanks to a positive cash flow in the domestic portfolio
during the first three quarters and a strong comeback of the financial markets.

KCN holds awards ceremony

ANGUILLA—Kreative
Communications Network
(KCN) held itsannual awards
ceremony at House of Chan-
deliers on Saturday, January
31

Now in its eighth year, KCN
is the main producer of local
programming through Carib-
bean Cable Communications
and each year recognizes citi-
zens, staff, sponsors and or-
ganizations for their contri-
butionsand outstandingwork
given to KCN.

The event was chaired by
Andrew Bishop and the guest
speaker was National Bank of
Anguilla Manager of Market
Research and Business De-
velopment Pamela Riley. Ex-
ecutive Director/Producer
Carlton Pickering said his or-
ganization was ready to em-
bark on the next seven years
andwas hoping for more local
support.

He said Caribbean Cable
Communications had agreed
to grant KCN more time, in-
creasing programming from
six to 12 hours daily. He said
he would be recruiting cre-
ative young people to be
trained, and planned to
presenttwonew programmes:
“Island Life Styles,” which has
already begun, and “Island
Destination,” scheduled for
April.

He is hoping for support
from businesses in Anguilla
tohelpKCNreachanewlevel
and “make an effective dif-
ference in Anguilla and the
region.”

Riley spoke in her address of
the impact local and regional
television could have on the
community. Shespoke of tele-
vision as one of the most im-
portant media for shaping the
wayasociety thought, believed
andacted, andsaid adultsand

children could learn a great
deal.

She spoke of the influence
of American television and
the need to have more local
and regional events reported.
She said there is a lot of news
in Anguilla and KCN should
aimto get live footage of local
events.

She suggested comedy and
talent shows also being a part
of the programming, as
Anguilla has a large number
of talented persons, and a
programme giving biogra-
phies of local persons. She
urged businesses to support
KCN as National Bank does,
to enable it to produce more.
She closed by congratulating
Pickeringand hisstaffontheir
seventh anniversary.

The announcement of
awards was given by ljahnya
Christian and presentations
were made by Caribbean
Commercial Bank Talented
Teen for 2003 Kafi Gumbs.
Appreciation awards were
given to Rogers Photo Stu-
dio, New Testament Church
of God, Anne Edwards, Ursil
Webster, Jerome Southwell,
Ras B and Cardigan Connor.
Sponsors awards were given
to Cable and Wireless, Carib-
bean Commercial Bank and
Johnno's Beach Bar. Arecog-
nition award went to
Colwayne Pickering, the Cor-
porate Award to National
Bank of Anguilla and the
Community Award to Omari
Banks.

Opposition has no objections
to board members for airport «

BONAIRE—The DP-
Bonaire faction did not op-
pose the appointment of R.
Biemond, residing in the
Netherlands, and Telbo
manager Edsel Winklaar,
residingin Bonaire, ashoard
members of Bonaire Inter-
national Airport (BIA) NV
during the recent Island
Council meeting.

Faction member of the
opposition party Robbie
Beukenboom asked what
the expenses would be for
Biemond to function opti-
mally in the Board of Direc-
torsifheresidedinthe Neth-
erlands. “Will he be on the
BIA’sbudgetandisthe com-
panyabletoafford him?” he
asked.

Furthermore,
Beukenboom wanted to
knowifthe director of Telbo
would have enough time on
his hands to function opti-
mally in the board, consid-
ering the current develop-
ments within the telecom-
munication company.

The Commissioner an-
nounced shortly before
Christmas that BIA presi-
dent-director Kor
Folkeringa would be let go.
Beukenboom asked whether
thiswastrueand, ifso, as per

what date.

Finally, Beukenboom la-
mented thatneither the com-
missioner in charge of BIA
nor the Executive Council
had answered the questions
asked. “Up till now nobody
actually mentioned what ex-

actly is going on with the
company. It's been over a
year since an investigation
was requested into the
airport’s situation, but it's
never been clarified,” he
stated in the Island Council.

+

The basis for students failing to pass their classes later on is
laid in the primary schools, according to the Central Bureau
of Statistics (CBS) in its report “Education in Aruba,
context and output.” These so-called “overyeared” children
are a structural problem, says CBS. Half of the students in
sixth grade (the last year) of primary school are older than
they’re supposed to be. The number of “overyear” students
continues to increase after that and reaches a 68 per cent
average in MAVO schools. Immigrant children who have
trouble integrating into the school system are one aspect, but
they are only five per cent of the total primary school
population. A complex of socio-economic and cultural
factors, including the Dutch language of instruction while
many speak Papiamentu at home, is involved.
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National Bank makes
+ EC $17 million profit

ST. KITTS—The St. Kitts-
Nevis-Anguilla National
Bank is reporting an EC
$17.6 million profit after
taxation for the year ending
June 30, 2003.
“Itwasayear inwhichgood
corporate governance, ef-
fective riskmanagementand
sound strategic planning
played a vital part in con-
tinuing the long tradition of
success and growth of the
bank. The success that has
been achieved during the
year under review is even
more gratifying because it
has come despite an array of
challenges that the bank has
had to surmount,” National
Bank Chairperson Rublin
Audain told shareholders.
Managing Director

Edmund Lawrence said to-
tal assets had increased to
10.8 per cent over the previ-
ous year’s figures, bringing
theaggregate to EC $1.1bil-
lion, compared with EC $956
million in fiscal 2003.

“This is a record achieve-
ment, as it makes National
the firstcommercial bank in
the Organisation of Eastern
Caribbeanstates (OECS) to
amass more than one billion
dollars in total assets,” said
Lawrence.

Total deposits were EC
$828.4millionfor fiscal 2003,
up 14.1 per cent from EC
$726 million. Deposits ac-
counted for 89.5 per cent of
total liabilities in 2003, com-
pared with 87.6 per cent in
2002.

National Bank is also the
market leader in total as-
sets, total loans and net in-
come. Indepositsand loans,
National Bank commands
50.4 per cent and 48.5 per
cent, respectively, of the lo-
cal market.

Other banks and lending
institutions operating in St.
Kitts and Nevis are Bank of
Nova Scotia, Bank of Nevis,
FirstCaribbean, Royal Bank
of Canada, Royal Bank of
Trinidad and Tobago, St.
Kitts-Nevis Finance Co. Ltd
(FINCO), Development
Bank of St. Kitts and Nevis,
Nevis Cooperative Bankand
the St. Kitts Credit Union,
Nevis Credit Union and Po-
lice Credit Union.

L
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The students of the SDA School at the end of Environment Week. Grade One students of
the St. Kitts SDA Primary School embarked on a march through some parts of the school’s
vicinity late last week, to draw awareness to the need to keep the environment clean. The
students had studied things that make the environment clean and factors that help to
degrade itand make it unhealthy for them to live in. As part of the studly on the environment,
the students, with the help of guardians and parents, had to put together a message aimed
at protecting the environment. The end result was more than 40 posters depicting a variety
of pro-environment messages. The students enjoyed their brief walk from their school

through the SL Horsford Shopping Complex and Newtown, then back to the school.

Queen Mary

St. Kitts Tuesday

ST. KITTS—The streets of
Basseterre and the entire
country await with pride the
arrival of the Queen Mary
11, the largest cruise ship
currently in service, which
was launched late last
month.

Tourism Minister Dwyer
Astaphan, in a comment to
the media, expressed his
delight that St. Kitts was on
the maiden Caribbean itin-
erary of the Cunard Line
ship.

He said the visit of the ship
totheisland presented avery
good opportunity for a sig-
nificant boost to the local
economy, from the spend-
ing of the cruise visitors.

Meanwhile, the MV
Freewinds, initsfinal visitto
the island for this season,
held a concert on board the
ship on Monday night, with
the proceeds going towards
the St. Kitts beautification
project.

Health week launched

ST. KITTS—Resident
American dentist Don
Sandquist delivered a brief
address at the Basseterre
Seventh Day Adventist
Church on Saturday, Janu-
ary 31, launching its annual
Health Emphasis Week.

Speaking to a congregation
comprising persons from St.
Kitts, Montserrat, Canada
and England, he dentist
spoke on the issue of Social
Support as it related to hu-
man beings.

He showed the relationship
between a positive attitude
andgood health. He stressed
the value of a good night’s
rest, which he said appeared
to elude many, for varying
reasons. This was tied into
the value of good dental
health.

Sandquist also showed the
relationship between genu-
ine friendship and social
support and stressed that

Dr. Don Sandquist

love had to be the basis of all
that is done in life and that
the deeper meaning of so-
cial support means doing
something about that feel-
ing of love.

Using an analogy to drive
home his point, he said a lot
of research had been done
on social support over the
past two decades and one
thing that stood out was the
fact that children need it to
go through life’s journey.
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Some of the officials at the strategic talks. Seated (from left to right): Chief Minister Osbourne
Fleming, Governor Peter Johnstone and Deputy Governor Mark Capes. Standing: British
officials with Permanent Secretaries Marcel Fahie and Kenn Banks.

Stoney Grove man and Jesus win car

NEVIS—Nevis’ edition of
TDC’s “Turn Me On” pro-
motion programme came to
a dramatic end when
Reginald Bartlette (40) of
Stoney Grove, who had in-
voked Jesus Christ's name
toclaimthe grand prize, suc-
cessfully turned on the en-
gine of a brand new Toyota
Yaris car late Friday after-
noon.

With 100 keys distributed
to lucky winners, only one of
which could turnonthe fully
loaded beige 2004 Toyota
Yaris, the holder of key 46,
whose white Toyota Camry
PA2269 had recently been
rear-ended and required
mechanical attention, strode
with confidence when his
number was called.

The stocky man, an inspec-
tor at the Nevis branch of
the St. Christopher and
Nevis Social Security Board,
literally ordered his nine-
year-old son Raynaldon,
who was busy playing com-
puter gameswithafriend, to
climb onto the passenger
seat.

[ -
TDC Director Ernie France (second left) congratulates
Reginald Bartlette as his wife Donnella Bartlette and son

Raynaldon look on, with the car in the background. On left is
Master of Ceremonies Evered “Webbo” Herbert.

Bartlette comfortably sat
himselfinthe carand turned
on the engine, which sprang
tolifeamid deafening cheers
from an excited crowd.

Asked by master of cer-
emonies Evered “Webbo”
Herberthow he hadwon the
car, Bartlette, a staunch
Christian, proudly said he
had claimed itthrough Jesus
Christ. He said he had vis-
ited the TDC Home and

Building Depot, where the
car was, the day before and
walkingarounditheclaimed
it through Jesus Christ.
The two-month promotion
organised by TDC in Nevis
had 100 keys that were won
by persons who spent EC
$100 or more at TDC. A
similar programme was car-
ried out in St. Kitts.

Agreement reached on several projects

ANGUILLA—The special
session of the annual joint
Anguilla/UK  Strategic
Country Programme talks
held on Thursday and Fri-
day last week resulted in
agreement on support for
several projects.

The talks chaired by Gov-
ernor Peter Johnstone were
convened to discuss the de-
cision by UK Ministers in
November 2003 to bring the
Department for Interna-
tional Development (DFID)
direct development assis-
tance programme for
Anguilla to a close at the
end of March 2005.

The primary objectives
were to agree on a plan and
priorities for implementa-
tion of DFID-funded
projectsduring the final year
of assistance and to explore
options for future coopera-
tion between Anguilla and
the UK.

The meeting, which wasad-
dressed by Chief Minister
Osbourne Flemingand Min-
ister of Finance Victor
Banks, agreed that the top
priority for DFID assistance
during the period April 1,
2004, to March 31, 2005,
should be professional ser-
vices for the Wallblake Air-
port Expansion Project, be-

ing provided by the consult-
ants  Scott  Wilson
Fitzpatrick.

Also present at the talks
were five officials of the UK
Government, Deputy Gov-

ernor Mark Capes and Per-
manent Secretaries of
Anguilla.

Accordingtoarelease from
the Governmentof Anguilla,
arange of key project activi-

to support for the develop-
mentof the Inland Revenue
Department, as a major
component of
Government’s strategy to
achieve improved fiscal

tiesinother

agreed on by the Anguilla
and UK representativesand
confirmed by Ministers and
other members of the Ex-
ecutive Council within a
spending ceiling of EC $4
million.

Priority among these
projects will be support for
the recently established
Anguilla Health Authority,
including further develop-
ment of the Senior Citizens
Home and provision of im-
proved mental health facili-
ties.

The social sector will also
benefit from assistance to
the newly reorganized So-
cial Development Depart-
ment, based on the findings
of recentr

1t. The transfor-
mation of the Water Depart-
ment into an autonomous
water utility and the expan-
sion of the Water Labora-
tory will also benefit from
DFID assistance.

Fleming, in concluding the
talks, voiced his regret that
direct DFID support would
cease in March 2005, but ex-
pressed the Anguilla
Government's appreciation
for the assistance provided
to date and to be provided
over the coming year.

Leader of the UK delega-
tion Clive Warren reaf-
firmed the UK
Government’s continuing
firm commitment to the
people of Anguilla and to

and re aris-

their of sustain-

ing from the Country Pov-
erty Assessmentundertaken
in 2002

Funding will also be made
available for the provision
of juvenile facilities foryouth
atrisk and for the education
sector, in particular continu-
ation of the programmes
jointly delivered by the Isle
of Wight Education Depart-
mentand the Anguilla Edu-
cation Department.

Itwas also agreed that high
priority would be accorded

able

While recognizing the dis-
appointment of the
Anguillian Government
over the planned conclusion
of DFID direct support, he
said DFID would remain
closely engaged and sup-
portive of Anguilla’s devel-
opment agenda through its
network of specialist profes-
sional staff and its Carib-
bean regional programme
assistance to the UK Over-
seas Territories.
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Fishermen knock PM Manning’s
plan to send dispute to Caricom

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad—Fisherfolk in To-
bago and Barbados have de-
nounced as a waste of time
Prime Minister Patrick
Manning’s plan to refer the
fishing dispute between both
countries to the Caribbean
Community (Caricom).
President of the All Tobago
Fisherfolk Association, Emile
Louis, said he was “very sur-
prised” at Manning’s decision
toapproach the Caricom Sec-
retariat to outline Trinidad
and Tobago’s side of the dis-
pute,amove which hedid not
support.

“The problem is that the
decisionsthey make carry very
little weight with anyone.
There's no enforcement or
implementation. Caricomhas
failed miserably in that re-
gard. It's not too late to keep
talking,” Louis told the Sun-
day Express.

Manning on Thursday de-
scribed the matter as “con-
tentious” and announced his
plan to seek help from the
Caricom Secretariat, during
his weekly post-Cabinet me-

dia briefing at Whitehall.

Also condemning the move
yesterdaywas presidentofthe
Barbados Fisherfolk Associa-
tion, Angela Watson, who
told the Sunday Express in a
telephone interview that the
Caricom Secretariat would
not have been her first op-
tion.

“When would they meet?
When would the issue come
on their agenda? This might
just be another delaying tac-
tic. Sometimes | think gov-
ernments are just too fanci-
ful. They have poor people
suffering because they're too
busy to do the work we put
them there for,” she said.

Both Louis and Watson ad-
mitted that they were taken
aback by the terse media
statement released after last
November’s round of nego-
tiations in Barbados, which
noted that little progress had
beenmade between thessides.

Louis said he was “directly
involved in negotiations just
hours before, and we didn’t
leave the room with any type
ofantagonism. Whatwassaid

T&T Muslims worried
about colleagues’ fate

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad—Spiritual leader of
the Anjuman Sunnat-ul-
Jamaat Association (ASJA)
Moulana Saddiqg Ahmad
Moulana Nasir says Muslims
in Trinidad and Tobago were
“very worried” about the fate
of those Muslims from
Trinidad and Tobago who
went to Saudi Arabia to par-
ticipate in the annual hajj pil-
grimage.

Some 244 Muslim pilgrims
were crushed to death and
hundreds injured in a stam-
pede during a devil-stoning
ritual over the weekend.

The stampede occurred at
Minawhere the Trinidadians
had gone, along with millions
of other people from around
the world.

“We do have a few hundred
Trinidadians who have gone
for hajj but it is now much too
early to find that out (if any
died or was injured). Because
ofthishuge crowd, peoplewho
are actually there may not

know what has happened,”
Nasir said.

He said Muslims at home
were awaiting news from the
Trinidad and Tobago delega-
tion. “Yes, this is so, we are
waiting for news from groups
that have gone-about six
groups of about 30 or 40
people-so yes, we are worried
about their well being,”
Moulana Nasir added.

He said it was virtually im-
possible to contact the groups
Sunday after news of the di-
saster broke. He said the inci-
denttook place in Mina, Saudi
Avrabia and not Mecca.

There was relief however for
the wife of one of the group
leaders from Trinidad.

Rubena Mohammed said
her husband contacted her
saying thatall Trinidadiansin

was a political decision”.

Asked if he thought either
country was being unreason-
able during the two-year-long
negotiations, Louis replied:
“There’s a hidden agenda on
bothsides. I supportour side,
of course.”

Louis explained that
Manning’s decision to ap-
proach the Caricom Secre-
tariatwasworrisome because
talks between fisherfolk of
both countries had resulted
in a “workable relationship.
‘We were working together in
an amicable way to share in
the resources”.

And, Watson agreed with
Louis’ assessment: “If the is-
sue were left up to us to nego-
tiate, I'm sure we could soon
have some sort of working
agreement.”

Breaking his silence on the
negotiations, Louis wentinto
some detail about the issues.
He claimed that one of the
chief reasons for the pro-
tracted fishing dispute be-
tween this country and Bar-
bados was the latter’s desire
toextend its fishing boundary
into the oil-rich waters cur-
rently being explored by
Trinidad and Tobago.
According to Louis, the Bar-
bados team introduced “his-
torical factors” to settle the
issue of the fishing dividing
line (maritime boundary de-
limitation) between the two
countries.

Louis explained that, gener-
ally, the line was drawn down
the centre of the fishing wa-
ters in question.

“But Barbados took advan-
tage and said that for 30 years
it fished across from Tobago,
andwe never challenged that.
They say they have squatters
rights,” he said.

The dividing line requested
by Barbados would, Louis
noted, “stretch 12 miles off
Tobago and all the way down
to Venezuela, cutting right
through where Trinidad and
Tobago is exploring oil and
gas. Well, that particular line
won't be set because we will
never agree to that”.

his group were well. “They
areallsafe,andalsothe ASIA
group, Haji Omar’s group.”
Mohammed said however
that her husband “sounded
very tense”. (From Trinidad
Express)

Asthe dragout,
Louissaid there wasaserious
problem brewing in the wa-
ters off Tobago:

“While negotiations are go-
ingon, in Tobago enoughille-
gal fishing is taking place that
could threaten the
sustainability of resources.
Until an assessment of the re-
sources is done, no one really
knows how much fish should
be taken from the waters.

“We're hoping the Prime Min-
ister will consult with (All To-
bago Fisherfolk Association)so
that we can offer our expertise
on thissituation before he goes
forward with his plans.”
(Trinidad Sunday Express)
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GEORGETOWN,
Guyana—"Guyana has
one of the highest net
migration rates in the
world,” according to a
World Bank report.

According to the report
released late last year,
with the deterioration of
economicandsocial con-
ditions, people are in-

creasingly looking
abroad for improved op-
portunities.

It continued: “A con-
servative estimate is that

Regional

15‘

77 per cent of those with
auniversity education in
the mid-1990s have
moved to the United
States. (Carrington and
Detragaiche). In one de-
cade, it is estimated that
migration increased by
nearly 150 per cent with
50,000 people leaving
Guyana in 2000. At
present trends, nearly
one of every ten
Guyanese will be leaving
the country each year by
2010.”

BRIDGETOWN, Barba-
dos—A Catholic priest has
expressed shock about a new
kind of “sex education” he
has recently discovered.
That is, older women intro-
ducing little boys to sex, and
he has called on the Child
Care Board to address the
issue urgently.
Vicar-General of the Ro-
man Catholic Church Father
Clement Paul told the Sun-
day Sun Saturday he was
made “shockingly aware™ of
the practice, called “practice
pony”, where women were
initiating boys, sometimes
their relatives, into sexual in-

Retired judges petition President
over concerns about their pension

PORT-OF-SPAIN,
Trinidad—Retired Su-
preme Court judges have
petitioned the President for
anincrease in their monthly
pension. They also want an
increase in other benefits
because they are finding it
difficult to make ends meet.

In a letter to President
George Maxwell Richards
19 retired judges have
pointed out that they have
fallenonhardtimesand can-
notsurvive on their monthly
pensions, which range from
TT$4,000-TT$11,500 a
month. The amount they
receive depends on the date
of their retirement.

In addition to an increase
in pension the judges are
asking for medical assistance
and chauffeur’s allowance.
They also want some of the
privilegesthey enjoyed while
in office. These include for-
eign travel allowance, the
use of diplomatic passports,
as well as the use of the Pri-
ority Bus Route.

The judges have
emphasised that they should
enjoy financial indepen-
dence while on retirement.
Among the judges whose
names are on the petition
are Justice Ulric Cross,
World War 2 veteran and
recipientofanational award;
Justice Jean Permanand,
another recipient of a na-
tional award; George
Collymore, former Chair-
man of the Integrity Com-
mission; Lennox
Deyalsingh, Ralph Narine,
Clebert Brooks,
Bissoondath Ramlogan and
Maurice Corbin.

In their letter to Richards
the judges pointed out that

“When a judge attains the
age of retirement (65) he
demits office and thereupon
becomes entitled to a pen-
sion which is calculable by a
provision which is nothing
short of a convoluted colo-
nial actuarial hangover un-
fortunately inherited at in-
dependence.” They said the
pension remains fixed and
unchangeable for the rest of
the judge’s life.

The petition stated that “in
Barbados and the Eastern
Caribbeanthe retiringjudge
isin receipt of his full salary
with index-linked periodic
adjustments to ensure that
the retiree is assured of a
reasonable standard of liv-
ing in advancing age when
he may well be incapable of
physical and intellectual ex-
ertionstoimprove his finan-
cial condition.”

The petition noted that the
Legal Profession Actof 1986
statesthatapersonwho pre-
viously held a substantive
appointment as a judge of
the Supreme courts of
Trinidad shall not appear as
an attorney at law in any of
the courts of Trinidad and
Tobago for a period of ten
years commencing on the
date of his retirement.

It was pointed out that the
letter was sent to the Presi-
dent because judicial ap-
pointments are made by the
presidenton the recommen-
dation of the Legal Services
Commission and it was cus-
tomary that all matters re-
lating to the judiciary were
normally attended to by the
President. This, it was said,
wasin keepingwith the sepa-
ration of the judiciary and
the executive.

A retired judge, who re-
quested anonymity told the
Express: “It is ludicrous to
tellajudgetoretireatage 65
and be debarred from prac-
tising for 10 years.”

He added “Inall other pro-
fessions people are allowed
to practice their profession
on retirement, and this is
also the case with magis-
trates.”

Another retired judge said
laws will soon be passed in
Canada” to prevent any
employer from compelling
anemployeetoretiresolong
as he is capable of carrying
on his work.”

“No other class of people
insocietyissimilarly encum-
bered or has such restraint
of trade inflicted upon
them.” said the judge.

The Express learned that
there were several retired
judges who get a pension of
“a little over $3,000 and are
struggling to make ends
meet, let alone the hefty
medical bills they have to
footonaweeklybasis.” That
was the amount they were
due to get based on their
pensionable salary when
they retired some 15 years
ago.

They stated “some of our
esteemed retired colleagues
are unfortunately gravely
afflicted by ill health, and
are experiencing financial
trauma, largely the belated
outcome of unsatisfactory
retirement provisions and
plan for retired judges.”
The judges now joinanum-
ber of other pensionerswho
are having difficulty to live
on their pension while the
cost of living continues to
rise. (Trinidad Express)

Father Clement Paul

tercourse.

“There are, it seems, many
women who introduce little
boysintothisadultbehaviour.
Indiscussing this matter with
aneducatorand parent, | was
informed that this is not con-
sidered as immoral, or even
illegal.

“The experience is seen as
initiating the child into man-
hood. I am reliably informed
thatthisisnotseenasacrime,
especially since more often
than not the boy enjoys the
experience,” the priest said.

He said he understood the
practice also took place be-
tween female teachers and
male students.

“Whenwe getthere, we have
disaster on our hands,” he
said and also wrote in his
monthly report for January.

But reports have surfaced
about such relationships be-
tween teachers and students,
one involving a couple at an
older secondary school.

However, Minister of Edu-
cation Reginald Farley said
yesterday he was not aware
of the development.

“Clearly it would be a mat-
ter for concern and | would
hope that those involved, or
concerned, or aware of the
situation, would report the
matter to usat the ministry so
we can properly investigate
and take whatever action may
be necessary. Itisa matter of
tremendous concern for us.”

The minister noted, how-
ever, thatitwould be prejudi-
cial forhim to determine how
apublic officer accused of an
offence would bedisciplined.

Farley added that his minis-
try would make the necessary
representation to the Public
Service Commissiontoensure
thatdisciplinewas notbrought
to “anew low” in schools.

“The rumours have been
there for a long time but we
have no evidence,” was what
public relations officer of the
Barbados Union of Teachers
Cobin Hinds said yesterday.
“No report has been made to

L L R.C. priest shocked by
RO “practice pony’ education

=

us.”

But chairman of the Child
Care Board David “Joey”
Harper, whom the priest
calledontoaddressthe trend
urgently, said “practice pony”
was nothing new.

“Both boys and girls have
been exploited by females in
the family, those who are 25,
30 and 35 and it has a very
traumatic effect on both
(sexes)” he said.

He too said he had no evi-
dence of the teacher-student
relations.

“I'would prefer not to com-
menton it, not for any asper-
sions to be carried on female
teachers until there is evi-
dence. But | have no doubt
thatthereverse could betrue,
and it will gradually come to
light and we will investigate
it,” the chairman said.

Harper said, however, the
issue must be taken seriously
and not swept under the car-
pet, especially in a society
where women have always
been protected and excuses
made for their actions.

“Society says that men must
protect them, but it is time
forequal rulesand equal laws
for women,” he said. (Daily
Nation)



WASHINGTON—U.S.
President George W. Bush
proposed a $2.4 trillion elec-
tion-year budget on Monday
that would boost defense
spending, slash 128 programs
and seek to cut this year's
record deficit in half—a goal
even fellow Republicanswere
skeptical he could achieve.
The White House acknowl-
edged it would need up to $50
billioninextramoney for mili-
tary operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan next year. This
would be on top of the $400
billion military budget and

ther credible nor realistic.”
In line with his campaign
priorities, the budget's biggest
winners will be homeland se-
curitywithanearly 10 percent
rise and the military with
nearly7 percent. Defensecon-
tractors including Boeing Co.
and Northrop Grumman
Corp. stand to benefit as
Bush’s $401.7 billion military
budget increases spending on
missile defense and on mod-
ernizing the Army.

To placate conservatives
threatening a revolt, growth
of other discretionary spend-

US/World

ing would be capped at 0.5
percent. Because that is well
below the inflation rate, it
amounts to a cut in domestic
programs and the lowest
growth since 1993.

Among the hardest hit were
agriculture, transportation,
environmental and small busi-
ness programs. Housing ad-
vocacy groups warned that
Bush’s budget would reduce
by 250,000 the number of
families receiving aid.
Educationwould getan over-
all 3 percent boost—not
enough, Democrats say, to

fulfill Bush's election-year
pledge toimprove school per-
formance.

AIDS advocacy groups said
he would cut assistance by al-
most two-thirds to the U.N.-
backed Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, tuberculosis and ma-
laria.

Bush hassetthe goal of bring-
ing thisyear’s record $521 bil-
lion shortfall down to $364
billion in fiscal 2005, to $241
billion in 2007 and then to
$237 billion in 2009. There is
notalkofsurplusesinthe fore-
seeable future.

would shatter his
deficit reduction aims.

After inheriting a surplus,
Bush has overseen adramatic
worsening of the budget pic-
ture. He hopes to improve his
fiscal image before the No-
vember election by laying out
plans to reduce the record
$521 billion deficit by a third
next year and in half between
2007 and 2009.

To get there, he is asking
Congress to terminate 65
major programs and reduce
another 63, reserving the bulk
of new federal spending for
homeland security and de-
fense while making his tax cuts
permanent. Among those to
be scrapped—a $149 million
publichousing programanda
$171 million Commerce De-
partment advanced technol-
ogy program for businesses.

The White House still ex-
pects the budget shortfall to
total $1.35 trillion through
2009 and government debt to
rise from $8.1 trillion to $10.5
trillion, prompting warnings
from Democrats that chronic
deficits would crowd out pri-
vate investment, drive up in-
terestratesandsloweconomic
growth.

“We went through a reces-
sion, we were attacked and
we're fighting a war. These
are high hurdles for a budget
and foracountrytoovercome
and yet we've overcome
them,” Bush said of his bud-
get, which would cut funding
for about half of the 15 Cabi-
net-level agencies.

He said he was “confident”
his deficit targets would be
met, but Democrats and Re-
publicans alike expressed
doubts and said they were
bracing for a bitter fight be-
tween the White House and
Congress that could stretch
through the campaign season.

Florida Republican Rep. Bill

Young, the House of
Representative’s chief over-
seer of federal spending pro-
grams, said “austere” spend-
ing limits would not signifi-
cantly reduce the deficit. “The
numbers simply do not add
up.”

Rep. John Spratt of South
Carolina, the ranking Demo-
crat on the House Budget
Committee, said it was “nei-

Alan Bjerga (L) reacts after being one of the first members of the press to receive the
official copy of the “Fiscal Year 2005 Budget of the U.S. Government™ after its release
at the Government Printing Office in Washington, on Monday.

Democrats slam Bush budget,
Republicans eye more cuts

WASHINGTON—Demo-
crats on Monday criticized
President George W. Bush’s
plans to slash funding for
scores of U.S. government
programs and some Republi-
canssaid the cutsare toosmall
todentthe record budget defi-

cit.

In his $2.4-trillion fiscal 2005
budget, Bush asks Congress
to kill 65 major domestic
spending programs and re-
duce another 63, while also
calling for big boostsin home-
land security and defense
funding and the extension of
his 2001 and 2003 tax cutsata
cost of around $1 trillion over
the next decade.

That will likely set the stage
for a bitter fight over tax and
spending prioritiesin the run-
up to November's presiden-
tial electionand provide fresh
opportunities for Democratic
rivals to attack Bush’s fiscal
record. “The new Bush bud-
getismore of thesame: record
deficits, tax cuts for the
wealthy and special interests,

and cuts in areas that matter
to families—such as health
care and education,” Massa-
chusetts Democratic Sen.
John Kerry said.

Other Democratic presiden-
tial hopefuls took a similar
tack, with former Vermont
Gov. Howard Dean accusing
Bush of “fiscal insanity” and
retired Gen. Wesley Clark
characterizing hisprioritiesas
“taxcuts for the richand tough
luck for everyone else.”

But the massive fiscal rever-
sal that has taken place on
Bush’s watch—uwith a record
budget surplus of $236 billion
in 2000 giving way to a record
deficit of $521 billion this
year—has also goaded Re-
publican fiscal conservatives
into near revolt and spurred
calls for even tougher curbs
on spending.

“We want to move further,
we want to move faster with
regard to deficit control, with
regard to spending control,”
House of Representatives

Jim Nussle, an lowa Republi-
can, told reporters on Mon-
day.

Bush has proposed to hold
the growth of the spending
Congress controls, outside of
homeland security and de-
fense, to 0.5 percent next
year—well below the rate of
inflation—as part of an effort
to halve the deficit over five
years. Butmany conservatives
would like a complete freeze,
Nussle said.

Some other Republicans,
though, note the spending tar-
geted by Bush makes up less
than afifth of the budget, and
that even a freeze will cut the
deficit by a “minimal” $3 bil-
lion. “No one should expect
significant deficit reductionas
a result of austere non-de-
fense discretionary spending
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Democratic presidential candidate North Carolina Sena-
tor John Edwards supporters hold signs at a Columbia,

South Carolina campaign rally on Monday. Edwards is a
South Carolina native.

Edwards loses voice,
vows Carolina win

SENECA, South Carolina—
Sen. John Edwards widened
his lead over other Demo-
cratic presidential hopefuls
in South Carolina on Mon-
day but lost his voice as he
predicted victory in the state
where he was born.

Edwards was hoarse and
straining to speak, cutting his
stump speech shortas heral-
lied supporters at South
Carolinacolleges. “I'vebeen
giving too many speeches.
This voice is starting to fade
on me,” he said.

“I will be back here as your
president to have one heck
of a celebration,” Edwards
told students at Charleston
College.

Edwards, a senator from
North Carolina, increased his
lead over front-runner John
KerryinSouth Carolinafrom
onetofive pointsinthe latest
three-day tracking poll, ac-
cording to a Reuters/
MSNBC/Zogby pollreleased
on Monday. South Carolina,
which Edwards says he must
win to stay in the race, is one
of seven states voting today
in the Democratic contests
fortherighttochallenge U.S.
President George W. Bush
in November.

He sounded familiar
themeson his lastday of cam-
paigning, that America is di-
vided into two countries—
onefor theaffluentwhowield

limits. The plydo
notadd up,” said Florida Re-
publican Rep. Bill Young, the
House’s chief overseer of fed-
eral spending.

Budget C hairman

power in 1 and
one for those struggling to
pay their bills—and prom-
ised to bring jobs to a state
that has been bleeding them
for three years.

Art Alexakis, lead singer

from the band Everclear, en-
dorsed Edwardsand traveled
withhimon hisswing through
the colleges. Alexakis, de-
scribing himself as “just a
basic average American”
who grew up in a housing
projectanddidwellinatough
business, said he admired
Edwards’ ability to commu-
nicate and his rise from
humble beginnings.

“l believe in John
Edwards,” he said. “He con-
nects with me. When | see
him talking to people, he
connects with them.”

Edwards also traveled to
Seneca, the mill town where
his parents were living when
hewasborn. He later worked
his way through college un-
loading tractor trailer trucks
before becoming a wealthy
trial lawyer.

Edwards said his father had
to borrow money to pay the
hospital when he was born,
adding that he understands
peoplestruggling to pay bills.
“I' have lived it. Itis personal
for me. | saw the devastation
that was created in my home
town when the mill closed,”
he said. “I haven’t forgotten
where | came from.”

In 13 months of campaign-
ing, Edwards hasbeen stead-
fastly sunny and enthusias-
tic. Asked after the rally how
voterscould differentiate be-
tween him and Kerry,
Edwards said the chief dif-
ference was that he did not
acceptmoney from lobbyists.

“If we want real change in
Washington, we need some-
one who hasn't been there
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Sharon stuns party, says Gaza settlements will go

JERUSALEM—Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
stunned friends and foes on
Monday by saying he planned
toevacuate almostall the Jew-
ish settlements in the Gaza
Strip.

“I have given the order to
plan for the evacuation of 17
settlementsinthe GazaStrip,”
the right-wing prime minister
told the Haaretz newspaper.
“lamworking on the assump-
tion that in the future there
will be no Jews in Gaza.”

Sharon, once considered the
godfather of the settlement
movement, later told his pro-
settler Likud party the pro-
posal he will take to Washing-
ton later this month would
also call for the removal of a

smaller number of Jewish en-
claves in the West Bank.

He gave no time frame but
Deputy Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert said he expected the
plan, part of a strategy of dis-
engagement with the Pales-
tinians, would be imple-
mented by mid-year if peace
talks hit a dead end.

It was the first time Sharon
had revealed plans for such
anextensive pullout from land
Israel captured in the 1967
Middle East war. “I am in
shock,” Likud lawmaker
Yehiel Hazan said.

White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said it was
“encouraging that Israel is
considering bold steps to re-
duce tensions between Israe-

lis and Palestinians.”

But Palestinians and Israeli
opposition legislators were
sceptical. “Usually when the
Israeli government speaks
about evacuation of settle-
ments, it aims only at public
relations. If Israel wants to
leave Gazano Palestinian will
stand in its way,” Palestinian
cabinet member Saeb Erekat
told Reuters.
Inasign of difficulties ahead,
Sharon narrowly survived a
no-confidence vote in parlia-
ment when members of his
ruling Likud party and two
pro-settlementcoalition part-
nersstormed out in protest at
the Gaza plan, taking their
votes with them.

A surge in violence over the

French President Jacques Chirac delivers a speech in Marseille, on Monday.

Corruption saga revives
old ghosts for Chirac

PARIS—President Jacques
Chirachaseluded Frenchin-
vestigators for years but the
whiff of scandal has returned
since a court convicted his
close ally, Alain Juppe, of
political corruption.

Juppe was found guilty last
Friday of misappropriating
funds at Paris city hall to pay
the wages of allies from
Chirac’s RPR political party
who had fake jobs in the late
1980s and early 1990s, when
Chiracwas mayor and Juppe
worked directly for him.

Opposition leaders and
some newspapers say the
buck should not stop with
Juppe and that the verdict
was an indictment of an en-
tire system put in place by
Chirac. “Alain Juppe was
condemned  criminally
speaking but it’s Chirac who
wassanctioned morally,” said
Francois Hollande, chief of
the opposition Socialist

Party.

Healso questioned the con-
servative government’sadop-
tion of a law in 2002 which
protects the head of state
from legal pursuit while in
office.

The mayor of Paris, Social-
ist Bertrand Delanoe, said
not only Juppe was respon-
sible. “This is all about an
entireteamwhere Chiracwas
the leader. A whole team, a
whole system that was defi-
cient in terms of democratic
culture,” he said. “The re-
sponsibility is collective.”
Juppe, a former prime min-
ister, received an 18-month
suspended jail sentence and
was barred for 10 years from
holding elected office. His
lawyer has appealed against
averdictthatappearsto have
ruined his presidential ambi-
tions.

Media attention has fo-
cused since Friday on sup-

port Juppe has won from
party allies, on whether he
will quit politics and on alle-
gations by one of the judges
that her phones were tapped
and her office broken into
during the case.

A few newspapers have also
gone on to discuss the impli-
cations of the case for Chirac,
who has ordered an inquiry
into the judge’s charges and
could yetbe dragged into the
party financing scandal.
“Whatthecourtin Nanterre
condemned was the entire
covert funding system of the
RPR partyviaPariscity hall,”
the influential Le Monde
newspaper said in an edito-
rial. “The only person miss-
ing is the person who pre-
sided over the Gaullist
(RPR) party and who was
mayor of Paris: Jacques
Chirac. Jacques Chirac is
protected by his status as
president but he is in no way

past week has cast further
doubt on the prospects of a
U.S.-backed “road map” to
peace. Israeli troopskilled four
Palestinian militantsinabattle
in the Gaza Strip on Monday.
Security sources said a com-
mander of the Hamas faction,
behind asuicide bombing that
killed 11 in Jerusalem last

week, had died inanshootout
in Bethlehem.

Despite the bloodshed, Pal-
estinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie said prepara-
tions were under way for his
first meeting with Sharon
since he took office in No-
vember.

Shortly after Qurie spoke,

Sharon’s words appeared on
the Haaretz Website. Hisplan
entails removal of all but two
or three Jewish enclaves in
the 360-sq-km (139-sg-mile)
coastal strip, where over a
million Palestinians live in
poverty beside afew thousand
settlers who control 21 per
cent of the land.

European stomach cancer rates
dropping fast, report shows

LONDON—Deaths from
stomach cancer in Europe fell
by 50 percent from 1980 to
1999 due to better diets, food
preservation and control of
bacteria linked to the disease,
an international team of re-
searchers said on Tuesday.

They predicted the number
of cases will continue to fall
but that the illness will remain
amajor public health problem
in Eastern Europe and a pri-
ority in Russia.

“We are seeing a steady and
persistent fall in rates across
various major geographical
areas of the continent and
there is little systematic indi-
cation of it levelling off over
the most recent years, indicat-
ing that the decrease is likely
to continue in the near fu-
ture,” said Professor Fabio
Levi, of the University Insti-

tute of Social and Preventive
Medicine in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland.

“In fact, if anything, the
downward trend has been
even steeper over the most
recent calendar period,” he
added in a statement.

The research published in
the Annals of Oncology jour-
nal show death rates from
stomach cancer are falling
throughout the European
Union and six central and
eastern European countries
and Russiathatwereincluded
in the study.

In EU countries rates
dropped from 18.6 per
100,000 to 9.8. In Eastern
Europe it slumped from 27.9
per 100,000 to 16.1and in the
Russian Federationfrom51.6
1032.0in 1998.

Rates of the disease are five

time higher in Russia than in
Scandinavia or France, and
elevated in eastern Europe,
Portugaland Spain,compared
to other countries.

The reasons for the drop are
varied and not completely
understood. “Almost cer-
tainly these include a more
varied and affluent diet and
better food conservation, in-
cluding refrigeration. In ad-
dition, there is better control
of Helicobacter pylori infec-
tion—a bacterium linked to
stomach cancer—and re-
duced levels of smoking, at
least in men,” he said. “How-
ever, whether improved diag-
nosis and treatment has also
playedarole, particularly over
the most recent period, re-
mains open to question.”
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. Iraq, constitution rifts cloud Prodi’s succession

‘18 THE DAILY HERALD, Tuesday February 3, 2004 ‘

BRUSSELS—Unhealed
rifts over the Iraq war and a
stalled European Unioncon-
stitutionare complicating the
search for a successor to
Romano Prodi as president
of the European Commis-
sion, diplomats say.

That has prompted EU
president Ireland to look
outside the small circle of
heads of state and govern-
ment. As a result, an out-
siderisgaining credenceasa
possible compromise candi-
date—Antonio Vitorino, a
moderate Portuguese social-
ist in charge of justice and
home affairs in the EU ex-

ecutive.

Prodi, a centre-left Italian
prime minister, was chosen
swiftly in a show of unity in
March 1999 as the first
NATO bombs fell on
Kosovo. He replaced
Jacques Santer of Luxem-
bourg, forced to resign in a
scandal over mismanage-
ment and nepotism. The
former economics professor
had led Italy from financial
profligacy to qualify as a
founder member of the euro
and was on good terms with
Europe’s Socialists and
Christian Democrats.

No such consensual figure

Long-lost wallet

returned

STOCKHOLM—A wallet
lost in southern Sweden
more than 40 years ago has
beenreturned toitsowner—
with her cash still in it.

Gulli Wihlborg was 18
when she dropped it while
cycling in the town of
Trelleborg in the summer of
1963.

The wallet contained 45.54
crowns—asum she said was
half her monthly rent at the
time—receipts and photo-
graphs. Its equivalent in

to Swede

today’s money is about 412
crowns ($56).

Itarrived in the mail at her
home of 25 years in the
nearby city of Malmo with a
handwritten note, saying:
“Dear Gulli, never give up
hope. Here is the wallet you
dropped on Ostersjogatan
(a street) many years ago.
Greetings from Trelleborg.”

“1 find it quite fantastic,”
she told regional newspaper
Trelleborgs Allehanda. The
sender remained unknown.

is likely to stand out when
the 25 EU leaders decide at
a mid-June summit on a
president to head the Com-
missionfor the next five years
from November 1. “This will
have to marinate for a good
while. No candidate is
emerging clearly,” one cur-
rent commissioner said.

The Commission, with
some 20,000 civil servants,
proposes European lawsand
supervises their implemen-
tation. It has extensive pow-
ersintrade, competitionand
market regulation and a
leading say in economic,
transport and environment
policy.

Anti-War Federalists
After a centre-left figure
from a big country, EU tra-
dition would call for a cen-
tre-right president from a
small state.

But among serving centre-
right leaders, Belgian Prime
Minister Guy Verhofstadt
and Luxembourg Prime
Minister  Jean-Claude
Juncker seem tainted by
membership of the anti-war
camp led by Franceand Ger-
many, and are seen as too
integrationist by several
countries. Britain vetoed
then Belgian Prime Minister

Yona Metzger (R) Grand Rabbi of the Ashkenazis blesses
European Union Commission President Romano Prodi of
Italy during the opening of a Jewish school in Vienna,
Austria on Monday. Metzger awarded Prodi with the
“Humanitarian Achievement Award” of the Rabbinical

Center of Europe.

Jean-Luc Dehaene in 1994
astoo “federalist”. Dehaene
is still a contender.

Danish Prime Minster
Anders Fogh Rasmussen,
who ran a highly successful
EU presidency in 2002
finalising the bloc’s eastward
enlargement, has shown no
desire for the job. He is prob-
ably too pro-American for
the Franco-German camp,
diplomats say, and his coun-
try is not a member of the
single European currency.

Austrian Chancellor
Wolfgang Schuessel,aChris-
tian Democrat with solid
European credentials, has
some backers, but France
and Germany may not have
forgiven his 2000 political
alliance with far-right anti-
immigration leader Joerg
Haider. At a time when

French and Belgian leaders
are trying to hold the line
againstlocal or national coa-
litionswith the extreme right,
choosing Schuessel could
send the wrong signal.

Outgoing Spanish Prime
Minister Jose Maria Aznar
has set an example of suc-
cessful economic reform but
alienated many by his firm
backing for U.S. President
George W. Bush in the Iraq
war.

Healso helped block agree-
ment on anew EU constitu-
tion in December to defend
Spain’sdisproportionatevot-
ing power. He has said he
will notseek a European job.

Party politics are a compli-
cating factor. Several poten-
tial candidates are left-of-
centre, including former
Finnish Prime Minister

Paavo Lipponen and outgo-
ing Greek Prime Minister
Costas Simitis, while most
EU governments and the
majority in the European
Parliament are on the cen-
tre-right.

Technocrat

Under the Nice treaty, the
Commission president no
longer has to be chosen by
unanimity but by qualified
majority vote. But in prac-
tice, the choice will require
broad consensus.

Although the draft consti-
tution stipulates that the
head of the EU executive
must be a former or serving
national leader, Irish Prime
Minister Bertie Ahern said
on starting his six months in
the EU chair that he may
recommend a “technocrat”.
Ahern recalled that French-
man Jacques Delors, the
Commission’s strongest
president, was never a na-
tional leader. Several diplo-
matsand commissionerssaid
Vitorino, although little
known outside Brussels,
seemed the best placed out-
sider. A multilingual policy
expert and competent ad-
ministrator, he could be an
obviouschoiceif EU leaders
are looking for a low-key
manager rather than a high-
profile political leader.

Although a socialist, he
would be proposed by
Portugal’s centre-right gov-
ernment, giving his nomina-
tionabipartisan flavour that
could ease European Parlia-
ment confirmation.

Russia says could speed
up Georgia bases removal

MOSCOW—Russiagave the
first sign on Monday that it
was prepared to speed up the
closure of two military bases
inneighbouring Georgia, say-
ing it could envisage them
being removed in seven to
nine years.

The presence of the bases,
vestiges of the Soviet era, has
become a major irritant in
relations between Moscow
and the new Georgian lead-
ership which wants them re-
moved in three years. Until
now, Moscow hassaid itcould
not close them for at least a
decade.

But,incommentsto Interfax
news agency that showed a
softening of its position, Colo-
nel-General YuriBaluyevsky,
first deputy head of the Gen-
eral Staff, said: “We have to
look for a middle way here.
Maybe the process could be
realised over 7-9 years. This
dependsonwhenwe canstart

to create infrastructure for
the removed troops.”

But he insisted that
Georgia’s call for them to be
removed in three years was
“unrealistic.” Georgian offi-
cials were not immediately
available for comment.

The future of the bases,
which house around 8,000
soldiers, has become a hot
issue since former President
Eduard Shevardnadze was
overthrownina*“rose revolu-
tion” in November, and re-
placed by a more Western-
oriented government. New
President Mikhail Saakashvili
has called the bases a “colo-
nial”relicand haslinked their
removal to cracking down on
Chechen rebels who, Mos-
cow says, use Georgian terri-
tory as a base for attacking
Russia.

He has won backing from
‘Washington—which has mili-
tary advisers with the Geor-

gian army—for the bases’ re-
moval, but Russia has
stressed it cannot afford to
close them quickly. The

United States hasindicated it
would be prepared to con-
tribute financially to the early
closure of the bases at
Akhalkalaki in the south and
Batumi on the Black sea
coast.

Most analysts think Russia
is dragging its feet on the is-
sue to keep influence over its
neighbour and maintain a
strategic line of bases along
NATO-member Turkey’s
border.

“Russia could withdraw the
bases within three months,”
said independent defence
analyst Pavel Felgenhauer.
“There are not a lot of weap-
ons there, probably only 90
tanks, and only around 300
Russian officers. The rest of
the soldiers are locals.”
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Pakistan scientist admits
selling nuclear secrets

ISLAMABAD—The father
of Pakistan'satomicbomb has
confessed to selling nuclear
secrets to Iran, Libya and
North Korea, but authorities
have yet to decide if the na-
tional hero will go on trial,
officials said on Monday.

Top scientist Abdul Qadeer
Khan was sacked as adviser to
the prime minister on Satur-
day and is the main suspect in
a two-month investigation
into allegations that individu-
als passed on Pakistan's
nuclear weapons secrets to
third countries.

Seven suspects are still un-
der investigation, but senior
former military and intelli-
gence officials—who experts
say must have known about
Khan's activities—are not
being questioned. Putting
Khan on trial is a sensitive
issue in Pakistan, where he is
reveredasanational heroand
the father of not only the
country’s, but the Islamic
world’s atomic bomb.

“He (Khan) has admitted
these things,” said a military
official on condition of ano-
nymity, referring to allega-
tions Khan peddled nuclear
secrets to Iran, Libya and
North Korea during the late
1980s and early 1990s. “It has
yet to be decided whether he
goes on trial or not.”

Intelligence sources said the
evidence against Khan was
strong enough to formally
charge him, and included a
statement from a key middle-
manin Dubai thatcould prove
damning.

His lavish lifestyle, minutely
detailed in the English-lan-
guage local media, may also
beused against him. But West-
erndiplomatsandanalystssay
a trial would open a
“Pandora’s box” for Pakistan
and in particular its powerful
military, which was likely to
be implicated in any case.

The intelligence community
also believes Khan's daugh-
ter may have gone abroad with
material that could compro-
misethemilitary. The 69-year-
old Khan hasbeen keptunder
24-hour watch and has yet to
speak publicly since the probe
began.

Pakistan launched its inves-
tigation more than two
months ago after the U.N.
nuclear watchdog, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency, found evidence

pointing to Pakistani involve-
ment in Iran’s nuclear
programme. Designs used in
Libyan and North Korean
nuclear programmes are also
believed to have come from
Pakistan.

The international commu-
nity hopes the probe will help
expose a global network of
secret nuclear proliferators
amid fears sensitive technol-
ogy could fall into the hands
of terrorists.

The decision to single out
Khan marks a major turn-
around in Pakistani policy. In
January, 2003, the govern-
ment rushed to his defence,

dismissing as “concocted and
fabricated speculation” news-
paper reports linking him to
illegal proliferation.

The widely read Urdu-lan-
guage press has criticised the
handling of the case, and ac-
cuses President Pervez
Musharraf of blindly follow-
ing America'sagendaafter he
supported its war in Afghani-
stan and vowed to crack down
on Islamic militancy. “What-
ever reason the government
gives to justify its actions, the
nation will consider it a step
toward completion of the
American agenda in this re-
gion,” the Nawa-i-Waqt daily
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T2
Khan
Wrote.
But senior officials say that
public opinion may swing be-
hind the governmentifKhan's
quilt can be proved beyond
doubt. Musharraf is expected
to address the nation, prob-
ably early next week, once the
investigation is completed.

erman paramedics carry an unidentified patient on a stretcher at the entrance of the
erman tropical diseases institute in Hamburg, on Monday.

Germany checks women
for suspected bird flu

HAMBURG, Germany—
German health authorities
examined twowomen for pos-
sible bird flu infection on
Monday but said tests sug-
gested they were most prob-
ably not infected with the vi-
rus now sweeping Asia.

One of the women had re-
turned from a trip to Thai-
land on Saturday and been
taken to hospital complain-
ing of sickness, dizziness and
fever. Her companion, who
had no symptoms, has also
undergone tests.

“There is nothing to suggest
it is bird flu,” Professor
Bernhard Fleischer, director

of the Bernhard Nocht Insti-
tute for Tropical Medicine in
thenorthern city of Hamburg,
told reporters after receiving
thefirstresultsof clinical tests.
“Atthis point itseems bird flu
is unlikely.”

Fleischer later gave an up-
date on the woman’s condi-
tion, saying she no longer had
fever. “It's probably not such
asevere illness, the patient is
doing well,” he said, adding
further tests were being con-
ducted to rule out bird flu.

Shares in Deutsche
Lufthansa AG and tour op-
erator TUI had fallen on the
newsof possible bird flu cases,
which could affect bookings
from German tourists. The
infections would have been
the first in Europe in the lat-
est epidemic, which has so far
killed 12 people and affected
10 countries in Asia.

Officials from Hamburg's
health authority and from the
Robert Koch Institute in Ber-
lin, Germany'’s top health in-
stitute, said the women were
unlikely to be infected with

bird flu.

Gerd-Dieter Burchard, the
doctor treating the woman at
the Hamburg institute, said
she was ayoung German who
had had no contact with poul-
try in Thailand. He gave no
further details.

“It'savery low level of suspi-
cion but we cannot rule it out
and can take no risks,”
Burchard said.

Scientists fear the virus in
Asia may now be transmitted
from person to person. The
European Union’s health
chief said he was monitoring
the possible spread of bird flu
from human to humanin Asia
but no immediate additional
stepswere planned within the
bloc.

“The World Health
Organisation hasn't con-
firmed the human-to-human
transmission in Vietnam, but
it'sveryworrying,” EU Health
and Consumer Protection
Commissioner David Byrne
said.

KONYA, Turkey—A 10-
storey apartment block col-
lapsed in central Turkey on
Monday, killing a two-year-
oldgirlandatleasttwo other
people and trapping many
more under the rubble, offi-
cials said.

Rescue workers and resi-
dents covered in white dust
used their bare hands to dig
through the debris in a des-
perate attempt to find any
survivors of the 36-apart-
ment block in Konya, a city
250 km (155 miles) south of
the capital Ankara.

Asmany as 120 people may
have been in the building in
Konya’s Selcuklu township.
Shops on the ground floor
were closed for the Muslim
holiday of Eid al-Adhawhen
the building collapsed
around 8:30 p.m. (1830
GMT).

“Some of the families had
visitors over to celebrate the
holiday, others had gone
away, so it's hard to say how
many people were inside,”
Mustafa Torosoglu, who
lived in the building, told
NTV.

Doctorswere treatingmore

" Apartment block collapses
in central Turkey, 3 die <

than 25 people, an official at
one hospital told Reuters,
and state-run news agency
Anatolian said some suf-
fered injuries after jumping
out of their apartment win-
dows as the block crumbled
into a five-metre (16-foot)
pile.

Panicked relatives and oth-
ersrushed tothescene seek-
ing news of casualties, and
rescue workers complained
the huge crowds were mak-
ing it difficult to listen for
the sounds of any who re-
mained buried alive.

The teams were searching
foronewomanwho had used
her mobile telephone to call
for help. A young man was
pulled outofthe rubblealive
before workers reached his
mother who had died, wit-
nesses said.

Rescuers scrambled on top
ofthe pile of concrete blocks,
broken furnitureand twisted
metal, but large earth-mov-
ing equipment was not be-
ing used for fear of unset-
tling the mound of debris
and crushing any survivors
trapped beneath.
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$900. 1 small bedr

condiiion. Call0416-
only

1999 Ford Ranger pick-up. 5
speed, bediiner, w\gA/
in

Super Bikes & Car
N.V: 1999 Lexus RX 300.: V6,
3.0L, automatic, fully Ioaded

1993 Ford Econoline E250.
Automatic, radio. $2,500. Call"
5570820.

1999 Dodge Durango, V8, special
edition, red, automatic, leather
seats, cd player, power windows/
locks, magrims.ingoodconditon

Cal:5221502

regu\ar cab |DDkS and drNes like
6,5( 229456,

access from w.g. buncamper
road. Call now or never.
5225131 Thanks.

Bico/Vil

1992Le>
8500, cail
negotiable

5557335 Price

4 storey buudmg Zomsteeg 2
Philpsburg, Foors L and2,curent

For sale parts! Mazda 323, 2000
model. Call Randy: 5569810.

offices, modem spit
fevel, one 2 el condo and two2
bed

pm ilipsburg: C for uum
4918V | pool  maidser-
$614,750. not negotiable, next v\ce "AlC, long & short term. Call
to Vineyard building, direct | Karen: 5231094/5511170.

lamony@hotmai.com

Pointe Blanche: 15 Pigeon Road.
3bedr, 2bath, pool, fully fumished,
standby generator, great ocean
view.$2,500. p/m. Informationcall
5571271

apartment $300. Call: 5555319.

OOKING
FOR

Please!!! Do you have big dog

Witess recouns
(all rom arsh
Martha Stewar

NEW YORK—A “hurried
and harsh” Martha Stewart
called ImClone Systems Inc.

kennelsorknow

has big dog kennels? I need 3.

PointeBlanche: 3bedrooms, pool,

For Sale: Citroen ZX Break, 1095
standard, red. In perfect condition

2,800, Laser sailboat! Complete
$700.Ingood condition. Greatfun!
Call S452411.or 5444760 (Rob of

Suzukl Ignis:Silver, almost new,
23000 mies, puchersed! in 2002,

foor. Fully rented. At comer ’t
Cannegieter St. Selling at cost.
$875,000. Call: 141.

Guana Bay Estate: Ivory Shell
Drive, 4 bedr, 3 bath main house
d

 generator. Available
Feb 1st. Info call: 5571271.

Pointe Blanche: Nice 1 bedr

ond hand also good. Please cal\
Janneke 5425082 or Vanilda

Youngady looking for part-time/
full-time job. Call 5557151

Nopets. $700
p/m. Email Charlie at:

Looking for male or female with

acre valuable estate land. Short
walktoquietsecludedbeach rge

Pointe Blanche: 1 bedr fumished
apartment with swimrming pool &

an
computer. Call: 5564722.8:00a.m.
5

and clslems ExceHent rental
income. $ or best offer
Call: 54440(

Guana Bay. Real estate property
808Meunbuilt CallSharda: 5430108

Cay Hill: Land for sale. Behind
Poposapartment.Includes: water,
current, cable ty. and telephone
li i 2

views. $800 Call: 5558799

You
parttimejob, Telephone operator/

Pelican Key: Owner rent Town
house, 2 bedr, 2 baths, AC, fully
fumished, large terrace, full ocean
view, parking, swimming_pool
$1900.Cal:54-44734010690620829

or Sales Lady in jew-
elry store or boulque Preferable
from 8am - 1pm. Please call 54-
27137 from 7pm gpm

Females only! ooking for docert

Available in February: Newly
renovated 3 bedr, 2 bath house in

apartment. Immediately available.
You contribution $200. Call now
5561294

lady driven, slandardv$8,700 Cal\.
5569658.

lines.
$60,000.504M2$45,000. Formore
infocall: 5510363.

alarm, AIC. Enclosed porch grilled
andscreened.Privateyard. Serious

- Iz

Simpson Bay. Fantasic buy, 4 nauresoniy.cal:ssssses. | ITJRY

bedr free standing house, steps ~Pelican Key: Apartemnt 2 bedr, g
AIC, fumished

bath, terrace facing ocean,
iriveway, A/C, ful

$1,100. House 2 bed, 2ba(h large

33 Power Play speed boat. Twin
415 Hp Mercruisers. Mustsell this
week, with trailer and cover! Call:

(Senuus personsonly)

1999 Mazda Millenia: V6, special
edition, fully loaded, leather seats.
$11,500. Call: 5510178.

Sale, Sale, Sale. ZDOOTUymaCehlz
GT,;

40t container in good condition.
Call559-6231 0r 552-0150

DVD movies for sale, great re
leases, great prices. Free delivery.
CaliSE5761L0r(00560)600540991.

fumished. Ready to move in.
$489,000. Call: 5453435.

RENT
REAL ESTATE

1bedr apartmentsforrent, 8min
from Philipsburg, phone & Cable
T.V.lines. Greatviewand security.

Call: 5575118,

Must PIIIBOO

AlC.

Looking to buy a house around
$400,000,nPelican, SmpsonBay,

roof,

$1,750. Call: 5443361.

MarianneEstate. Cole Bay: Sbedr
ome. C:

payment of $200,000. posslb\e
private rest financing for 5
needed. Please call: 5225131

thedayofher

trade and demanded to know
what was happening at the
biotech company, a former
executive assistant testified in
court on Monday.

Emily Perret, ImClone
founder Sam Waksal's one-
time assistant, told jurors that
Stewart called the company’s
officesin late December 2001
and ordered her to“Get Sam”
in her normally abrupt tone
of voice.

Told Waksal was unavail-
able, Stewart left a message
that Perret recorded in her
phone log as, “Martha
Stewart. Something is going
on with ImClone and she
wants to know what,” accord-
ing to Monday's testimony.
Stewart is on trial for lying to
authorities who were investi-
gating her December 2001
sale of ImClone shares, which
prosecutors believe was based
on an inside tip. The lifestyle

2 Smaler bedr, wel fumiched
kitchen, tledyardsurounding

plus concrete roofing. For
appointment call: 5571358 or
5425103,

Young energetic, hard working
ladies are looking for a job as a
cleaner, baby sitting the old and
young, washing, roning, maid full-

call

Concordia.ClosetoMarigot.one
bedr apartment n a private vila, 2

$695. AlsoDesktop DellP4-2.6 Ghz
Contact5574772

Belair: 4 bedr, ?1/2 bath, kiddie

porches, largeyard,

Ava\lablefurmshed Drunfurmshed

or(00590) 690 760216.
Lapton DellLatitude Pilw.20g

pool
deck, great ocean view. Serious
; oy

Call:55:

mel com

timeorparttime
5593727.

Reliable young man is looking
for an evening job as a water,
barback, busser or kitchen staff.
Call: 5557611.

Call

02.4 ghz desk-
top w. 17" ﬁal screen ‘monitor,
cdrlwr, 128mb, videocard,40ghz
harddrive and more, price nego-
tiable. Call: 5576074 or 5444114,

54-24332 after 3pm

Beautiful room, across from big
resort. Perfect for bar, pub of res-

Midde Region: Ore lrge one
‘ apt, fumished, quiet aea,

taurant, or nice office.
Appmx 120 M2, $1,800 pim. Call:
5443524, steve@stmartin.com

only, dont Iel e dearg Calnor fo

i viewing and test drive, car is
Jocated acioss from Food Wori.
Call: 5579466.

4000Wgas generatorjowoilshut
off, outlet 110v-220V $400. Office:
desk. 3 drawiers $40. Used bod:

[ e PN

SuzukiForenzadD:Colorsiver,yr.
2004, Engine: 4cyl 2.0l, 126hp

Mileage:new, Trans.: Aut., Price
$14999

1995 Geo Tracker: Fuelinjection,
automatic, 4x4, AIC, power
steering,

together

nark
Region. Formure\rlfocall 5528954
Furnished 2 bedroom for rent.

Comp\ete

Beacon Hill: Apartmentfor rent, 1
bedr, fumished $600 p/m. Call:
5520061

TheVitaOneMultinutritionpack.
Newstandardfor better ving, one

equlator, 2 second stages $100 €Nt includes water & electricity. g Fil- 2 bedr aparment,  Packet

” Price $800 p/m. Avaiable untl G0t it downeie 9007 Minerals, antioxidants,
40.Call: 512845, August1,2004. Contact: 5229159.  nished, $1,100 unfumished. Call: - concentrated green nutrients,
- — Pelicankey: Fullyfumished3bedr, 5528288 0r5423126 enzymes and essential fatty acids

Flbergléss swnmmlnxg ?:;D.I th house. Sea  Beacon Hill:2 bed apt. for rent A/ your body needs. Call: 5528991.
jes, | view. Call: 5579493 Céparking lot. Fum'shed $1200.  Electric repairs of big screen tvs
readymlnstall Call: 5234582 i bedr,2  Unflmished: $650.Tel. 5221 % andallothersizes, stereaampiifiers
bath furnished apart- motors,

men
Close to beach, shops, movies.
Available february 1st. Call
5590684,

Oyster Pond: Lovely 1 bedr cot-
tage, fumished, private entrance/
parking, terrace, Atlanticview, own

garden, nice area, amenities

ColeBay: rent,
2bedr, office or den, ivingroom, 2
bath, kitchen with cabinets and

arby.
minimum. Cal Karen: 5231094 or
5511770.  Larmony @
sintmaarten.net  or tarmony

negotigble. Quick e Al
5536880.

For Sale: 1992 Nissan Flatbed
towtruck, blue. 1994Isuzutruck,
red & white. 2000 125CC
Scooters. Call: 5420606 or
5579905,

For sale: 2002 Rav 4, price
$16,000., 4 door, black, excellent

erty 2 bedr, 1 bath, garage
1325M2$275,000.Cay|
view, 3 bedr, 2 bath, parkmg
$280,000. Mary's Fancy: New
house, 3 bedr, 3 bath, pool,
generator $450,000. Mary's
fancy: 3 bedr, 2 bath -+ 1 bedr
apartment$300,000. SouthRe-
ward: 3 bedr, 2 bath, small
pool, garage $240,000. Cole
Bay: ClosetoRams, 3bedr, 22
bath, garage large property
$270,

ing. Rent $900. Contact: 5224966
0r5233718.

vers, etc., etc, Also electronical
installation. Call: 5563626, Wepick-
up and deliver also.

<Check This Out> Pre- G.ED.
testing, Wed & Friday mornings
GE.D.classbeginningFeb2, 2004
Call: 523461 for an appointment

Mary's Fancy: 1 bedr apartment,
beatifully furnished, water in-
cluded, great view $1,000. Call
Frankie: 5574165.

Mary's Fancy Hill: One bedroom
apartment, furnished, own porch
withgreatview. $600. Cal: 5421247.

2- Two bedroom apartments in
Cay Hill. Great view, secured, in a

Apartmentiorrent:zbedr Thath
bath unfumished $67D 2bedr 1
ath (fridge + stove) AIC, semi-
fumished $850. 4 bedr, 2 bath,
fumished $1,800. 3 bedr, 2 bath
fumished$1,500.Call: 5230717 after
2:00noon.

Furnished 1 bedr apartment in
unders, private entrance, great
view. $1,000. pim. Fumished stu-
dio apartmentin Cole Bay, terrace
e

nesfor saleand house forrent,
E.CL.N.V. Mr.L.J.Gumbs. tel/
fax: 5484916 or call 5226513.

rent $700. p/m. Contact: 5574474
or5577385.

plm. For more information please
call: 570683.

euro _carbbean

for rent in private villa. Ocean

Big 2 bedroom apartment, quiet

$600. Big 2 bed.
funished, walkin closet, baicony
with panoramicview, quieté clean

for your grade school child?
Days: Monday to Thursday.
Time: Fromafterschoolt06:00
p.m.Place: UnionFarm. Weekly
fee: $20. For moreinformation
call: 5470404,

trendsetter had placed the
trade before there was a pub-
licannouncement that caused
ImClone shares to tumble.
The case against Stewart,
who appeared in New York
courtwearingblack pantsand
an orange jacket, centers on
her Dec. 27,2001, sale of about
4,000 ImCloneshares. Shewas
joined in court by her daugh-
ter and supporters, including
comedian Rosie O’'Donnell.
Prosecutors believe Stewart
sold the shares after learning
that the company’s founder,
her friend Sam Waksal, was
dumping stock. Stewart and
herformer Merrill Lynchbro-
ker Peter Bacanovic are
charged with scheming to hide
the reason for her trade.
Brian Schimpfhauser, a gov-
ernment witness who works
inMerrill Lynch'smarketsur-
veillance department, testi-
fied that Bacanovic told secu-
rities regulators that he had
spoken to Stewart on Dec. 27
and advised her to sell her
shares in ImClone stock. The
government maintains that
conversation never took place.
Bacanovic's statement to the
Securities and Exchange
Commission came during a
conference call at the early
stages of their investigation.
Federal prosecutors charge
that Bacanoviclied tothe SEC
during thatcall, sayingin their
indictment that Bacanovic
and Stewart never spoke on
Dec. 27 and that he misled the
regulators as part of a cover
up.
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Higher corporate profits
aren’t leading to hiring

NEW YORK—When Philip
Gardner took a research
position at Michigan State

University in 1985, big cor-
porations were snapping up
graduates.

As the U.S. economy re-
bounded from a recession,
herecalled, Midland, Michi-
gan-based Dow Chemical
Co. was hiring more than
100 graduates a year, while
automakers hired even
more. Two recessions later,
the economy is rebounding
again, but the university's
once-vast job pipeline is
gone.

“Even though earnings are
up for a company like Dow
Chemical, they're just not
hiring that many people any
more,” said Gardner, who
directs the Collegiate Em-
ployment Research Insti-
tute.

Anecdotal evidence like
this doesn't just worry the
jobless, their families and
friends. The laggingjob mar-
ket could become a key
tripwire for President Bush
in this year’s election. An
economic recovery without
jobs may not sit well with
voters, who could side with
Democrats suggesting that
Bush has favored big busi-
ness at the expense of work-
ers.

And without a pickup in
employment, consumer con-
fidence and spending on
Main Street may take a hit.
Indeed, even companies
with quarterly profits soar-
ing are shy about adding
workers—if they're not lay-
ing people off.

“We listened to over a hun-
dred quarterly earningscon-
ference calls and we have

FRANKFURT  EXGENS

Euro 12427
Japanese Yen 10559
British Pound 18192
Australian Dollar 0758

Brazilian Real 29295
Canadian Dollar  1.337

Hong Kong Dollar ~ 7.7762
Mexican Peso 11,013
South African Rand ~ 6.9601

Gold (ounce) $395.55 (401.48)

Stock Market Report

Key Stock Movements February 2 2004

DAY'S CHANGE 2003 YEAR 2003 YEAR
CLOSE INPOINTS HIGH LOW
NEW YORK SRR
LONDON
TOKYO

CURRENT HIGH

(lan 23/04) (Mar 12/03)
London Currency Fixing Rates February 2 2004
Following are the middle exchange rates
for leading currencies against the dollar:

Low
12486 12393
1058 105.41
18269 18139
0.7651 0.7563
2.963 293
13426 13249
77779 77731
11.021 10.883
71 7.0075

notheard fromanybodywho
says they are picking up the
pace of hiring,” said Rich-
ard Yamarone, director of
economic research at Argus
Research. “Not one.”

Job Export Worries

U.S. companies continue to
look toward Indiaand China
for cheaper labor, adding to
theworries of some that new
jobs are headed to
Guangzhou and Bangalore
rather than Chicago or Bos-
ton.

Confirmingthese fears, fac-
tory closures and mass fir-
ings made headlines this
earnings season. Just last
week, Eastman Kodak Co.
said it would cut 15,000 jobs
as it redefines itself to keep
pacewith the market for digi-
tal products. Kraft Foods
Inc. said it would cut 6,000
jobsand close 20 plants as it
reported lower fourth-quar-
ter earnings.

Such cuts are inevitable as
products go out of fashion
or companies run into
trouble. Butevencompanies
with soaring profits are cut-
ting back their work force.

Both Dow Chemical and
rival DuPont Co. reported
higher-than-expected
fourth-quarter earningsand
gave optimistic forecasts for
this year—but still an-
nounced plans to cut more
jobs.

And in a trend consistent
across the banking industry,
Wells Fargo & Co. last
month reported strong
fourth-quarter profit, but
said it cut 7,500 of its 10,000
temporary mortgage posi-
tionssince September. More
layoffs are on the way, the

According to the most widely accepted measure of
employment, public-speaking coach and consultant
LeeAundra Temescu was not among the 130 million Ameri-
cans who had a job in 2003. But don’t try telling her that.
Because she is one of more than 15 million self-employed
workers in the United States, Temescu is on nobody’s
payroll—and thus does not show up on the Labor
Department’s employer survey used each month to assess
the strength of the job market.

company said.

Meanwhile, only 1,000 new
jobswere createdin Decem-
ber, the Labor Department

said. Lastweek, initial claims
for state jobless benefits fell
by 1,000, to 342,000, from
the previous week.

John Lonski, chief econo-
mist at Moody’s Investor

Service, predicted job
growth could start as early
as March, based in the rapid
increase nationwide in com-
pany productivity. Henry
Willmore, head of U.S. eco-
nomics at Barclays Capital,
agreed.

“We've already started to
see this happen,” Willmore

said, asthefinancial-services
industry has started adding
jobsforthefirsttimeinyears.

Expect more job postings
this quarter, he added, but
not the glut of hiring in the
post-recession mid-1980s.
Willmore attributed the hot
job market in that period to
the U.S. economy’s sudden
growth—unlike today’sslug-
gish pace.

But Gardner, of Michigan
State, remains skeptical of
an imminent job comeback.
“Economists keep saying
thatthese companiesshould
be hiring,” he said. “But
they’re not.”

0Id general of French class

PARIS—Marc Blondel, the
pugnacious French labour
boss behind the 1995 strikes
which brought down the last
conservative government,
was taking part in his final
trade union congress on
Monday before hanging up
his megaphone for good.
His retirement comes at a
critical momentfor France’s
trade unionmovement, with
membership dwindling and
President Jacques Chirac
seeking to limit its right to
call strikes on essential ser-
vices such as public trans-
port. But Blondel, known as
“The General”, pledged his
Force Ouvriere (FO) union
would take to the streets to
defeat healthcare reforms

this year which the left in-
sistswill make treatment less
affordable for the poor.
“The French didn’t get
worked up about state pen-
sion reforms (last year) but
onhealththerewillbeareal,
hard battle,” Blondel, 65,
told Le Parisien newspaper.

“At the congress, when |
say healthcare deserves a
strike, theywillapplaud me,”
he said before Force
Ouvriere (Worker Power),
France’sthird-largestunion,
started its meeting just out-
side Paris.

Draft legislation to repair
the widening deficit in
France’s generous health
system is due by end-June.
Optionsinclude hiking taxes,

cutting the amount the state
reimburses for treatment or
cutting back on available
healthcare.

Blondel will step down on
Saturday. Barring an upset,
his successor will be named
thisweekend as Jean-Claude
Mailly, the former right-
hand man he calls “son” and
who enjoys the backing of
aninfluential far-left faction
within the union.

But critics say Mailly, 50,
has none of the media skills
or force of character of
Blondel. They predict a
backlash by reformistsin the
union who believe it can
achieve more by fostering
negotiation with govern-
ment and industry.

warfare bows out

Named FO head in 1989,
Blondel became one of
France’s most easily identi-
fiable public figures, with his
no-holds-barred rhetoric,
Cubancigarsandblack polo-
neck sweaters. But while a
poll on Sunday ranked him
as France’s favourite trade
union leader—witha48per-
cent popularity rating most
politicians can only dream
of—his record has been
mixed. It was Blondel who
seized the initiative against
Chirac’s prime minister
Alain Juppe in 1995, spear-
heading a vast public ser-
vices strike against a first
attempt to trim France’s
welfare state and public
spending. As the protest

mushroomed into the worst
social unrest seen in France
since the 1968 student riots,
the government ditched its
plans and Juppe was finally
forced out of power in 1997.

But Force Ouvriere’s in-
fluence has declined during
Blondel’s reign. While ac-
tualmembership figuresare
secret, estimates suggest it
has nearly halved in a de-
cade to barely 250,000.

Blondel’s call last year for
ageneralstrike over Chirac’s
movetoraise the retirement
age was ignored by the pri-
vate sector. The protest
fizzled out when a group of
moderate unions signed a
compromise accordwith the
government.

US factories
surge to
20-year high

NEW YORK—Manufac-
turing in the United States
surged to a 20-year high at
the start of the year as facto-
ries scrambled to meet de-
mand, while consumer
spendingincreased modestly
during the holidays, reports
showed on Monday. Even
with improved factory pro-
duction, however, manufac-
turers remained cautious
about hiring, dampening
hopes for a turnaround in
production jobs.

The closely watched Insti-
tute for Supply
Management’smanufactur-
ingindexroseto63.6inJanu-
ary—the highest since late
1983—from a revised read-
ing of 63.4 the prior month.
That was shy of economists’
expectationsofariseto64.0.

“Manufacturing is in a cy-
clical upswing at the begin-
ning of 2004, and is poised
for further growth over the
coming months,” said Bear
Stearns Chief Economist
John Ryding.

Stocks initially fell and
Treasuries rose on the
slightly softer-than-expected
report. But they reversed
those moves in afternoon
trade. The broad S&P 500
indexended up 0.37 percent
at1,135.26.

The ISM survey’s new or-
ders measure, a key barom-
eter of future growth, was at
the best level since the early
1970s. But the surge in fac-
tory output has yet to trans-
late into jobs, and the em-
ployment index slipped to
52.9from53.5in December.

Even though the economy
has picked up in the past six
months, robust hiring has
been the missing link in the
recovery. The risk is that if
the job market does notim-
prove, consumer spending
could falter.

Economists have been sur-
prised that the national pay-
rolls report has not shown
an improvement in factory
hiring after three years of
declines. In December,
26,000 manufacturing jobs
were lost. Analysts will look
for signs of improvement in
the January payrolls report,
due Feb. 6.

Most of the 2.4 million jobs
lostover the past three years
have been in manufactur-
ing. “The economy is going
to accelerate in some areas
anddecelerateinothersand
the labor market is going to
be the one that keeps get-
tingsqueezed,” said Lehman
Brothers economist Drew
Matus.
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WASHINGTON — Be-
fore the great hunt for
scapegoats begins, let’s
look at what David Kay
has actually said about
Iragq’sweapons of mass de-
struction.

First, and most trum-
peted, he did not find
“large stockpiles of newly

onweaponizing the deadly
poison ricin (the stuff
found by London police
on terrorists last year). He
discovered “hundreds of
cases” of U.N.-prohibited

. The right choice

cies of every country that
mattered—had misjudged
what Iraq possessed.

It was a combination of
Iraqibluff, deceit, and cor-
ruption far more bizarre

and illegally ac-
tivities.

Significant findings, but
stillafar cry fromwhat the

produced ofmass
destruction.” He did find,
as he reported last Octo-
ber, WMD-related activi-
ties, fromaveryactiveille-
gal missile program to re-
search and development
(“right up until the end”)

ration had
claimed last March. Kay
has now offered the most
novel and convincing ex-
planation for why U.S. in-
telligence — and, for that
matter, U.N. inspectors
and the intelligence agen-

than heretofc

Kay discovered that an in-
creasingly erratic Saddam
had taken over personal
direction of WMD pro-
grams. But because there
was no real oversight, the
scientists would go to
Saddam for money, exag-
gerate or invent their ac-
tivities, then pocket the
funds.

Scientists were bluffing
Saddam. Saddam was
bluffingtheworld. The Ira-
qis were all bluffing each
other. Special Republican
Guard commanders had
no WMDs, but they told
investigators that they
were sure that other guard
units did. It was this inter-
naldisinformationthatthe
whole outside world
missed.

Congress needs to find
out why, with all our re-
sources, we had not a clue
that this was going on. But
Kay makesclear that Bush
was relying on what the
intelligence agencies were

By Charles Krauthammer
telling him. Kay contra-
dicts the reckless Demo-
cratic charges that Bush
cooked the books. “All the
analysts | have talked to
said they never felt pres-
suredonWMD,” says Kay.
“Everyone believed that
(Irag) had WMD.”

Including the Clinton ad-
ministration. Kaytold The
Washington Post that he
had found evidence that
Saddam had quietly de-
stroyed some biological
and chemical weapons in
the mid-1990s—but never
reported it to the U.N.
Which was why Clinton in
1998 declared with great
alarm and great confi-
dence that Iraq had huge
stockpiles of biological and
chemical arms — “and
some day, some way, |
guaranteeyou, he’llusethe
arsenal.”

The intelligence failure

isquite spectacular, butits
history is quite prosaic.
When the U.N. inspectors
left in 1998, they assumed
that the huge stockpiles of
unaccounted-for weapons
stillexisted. Whatother as-
sumption could they
make? That Saddam had
destroyed them and not
even reported that to the
veryagency thatcould have
then vindicated him and
gotten sanctions lifted?
Secretary of State Colin
Powell correctly makesthe
case that this very fact —
the concealment of both
theweaponsand their pos-
sible destruction—clearly
justifies the legality of the
Iraq War, since the terms
of the 1991 cease-fire
placed the positive obliga-
tion on Iraq to demon-
strate its own disarma-
ment. And that it clearly
and repeatedlyfailed todo.
But beyond the legal
question is the security
question. People forget
thatwhen the Bushadmin-
istration came into office,
Iraq was a very unstable
situation. Thousands of
Iraqis were dying as a re-
sult of sanctions. Contain-
ment necessitated the gar-
risoning of Saudi Arabia
with thousands of “infidel”
American troops — in the
eyes of many Muslims, a
desecration (cited by

Osama bin Laden as his
No. 1 reason for his 1996
Declaration of War on
America). The no-flyzones
wereslow-motionwar, and
theembargowascostlyand
dangerous — the sailors
who died on the USS Cole
were on embargo duty.

Until Bush got serious,
threatened war and
massed troops in Kuwait,
the U.N. was headed to-
ward loosening and ulti-
mately lifting sanctions,
which would have given
Saddam carte blanche to
regroup and rebuild his
WMDs.

Bush reversed that slide
with histhreattogotowar.
Butthatkind of aggressive
posture is impossible to
maintainindefinitely. Are-
gime of inspections, em-
bargo, sanctions, no-fly
zones and thousands of
combat troops in Kuwait
was an unstable equilib-
rium. The U.S. could have
either retreated and al-
lowed Saddam free rein—
or gone to war and re-
moved him. Those were
the only two ways to go.
Under the circumstances,
andgivenwhateveryintel-
ligence agency on the
planet agreed was going
on in Iraq, the president
made the right choice, in-
deed the only choice.
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To the parents and friends
of the girls on the Internet

| am a parent. | have two
teenage daughters. Like
the rest of St. Maarten |
was shocked and ap-
palled by the e-mail that
is now circulating the is-
land. An e-mail that
graphically depictsyoung
ladies in pornographic
poses.

When | say young la-
dies 1 mean below the
age of 16. This e-mail is
spread all over the island
and it has caused ripple
effectsin thiscommunity.
| have a simple message
tothe parentsand friends
of the girls in the e-mail,
presscharges againstthe
person who took the pic-
tures and released them
for the world to see.

Somebody has to be
made an example so sick

nonsense like this can
stop. The most disap-
pointing part is the fact
that the pictures were
taken by ason of the soil,
who nobody would ex-
pect. Someone the news-
papers lauded for hisaca-
demicachievements, the
first from St. Maarten to
do this and that, and
someonewho hasa lot of
musical talent. | realize
that is broad, but I will
not name names.
Young ladies should
have some sense of self
respect yes, but whoever
istaking these pictures, a
grown man, should be
punished, fined, exposed
publicly, something like
that. Many parents still
trust their children
around him with the one

activity he does.

Parents, this will teach
you a lesson to always
know where your chil-
dren are and with who
they keep company. Asa
parent myself | was so
upset when | saw those
pictures and it was my
teenager daughters who
showed me them on their
computer. So | urge all
of you or any of you who
know the facts, to report
this man and end his
reign of terror over our
children. Rumor has it
thiswas notthefirsttime.

Well, it should be the
last time. Do the right
thing.

A concerned parent

Mongoose Menace ,

Years ago | realized the
menace that the mongoose
posed to the natural habitat
of St. Maarten. This rodent
might be shy when it comes
to people, but it is the dead-
liest animal among the
island’s wildlife. 1 could not
agree more with my friend
Andy Caballero that mon-
gooses are pests and should
definitely be eradicated.
My first real close encoun-
ter with a mongoose was
around January 1994. My
stepdaughter and myself
were on a hill overlooking
Genevieve Bay when she
told me that she had seen a
cat crawl through the car
window. Upon closer inves-
tigation I wasstunned tofind
amongoose inthecar eating
my fried chicken. With 16
razor sharp teeth, their two
frontcaninescancutthrough
bone. Asaboy I alwayswon-
deredwhy the local folks had
such a deep hatred for the
mongoose.

They used some of the cru-
elest methods against this
animal. | can vaguely re-

member but, about 40 years
or more ago, a Sunday past-
time by some people was
putting a ram cat in a tank
with a mongoose. Covered
with chicken wire, those two
critters fought to the death -
like two pitbulls. But the cat
usually won.

Another despicable way of
dealing with this pest was to
pour gasoline over the mon-
goosewhileitwasinthetrap,
light a fire in front of the
little wooden box and re-
lease the door. The mon-
goose burstsinto flamesasit
rushed through the fire.

Many wooden homes were
burnt to the ground as the
blazing animal headed for
the closest cellar, so this
maniacal pyromaniawas dis-
continued. Ramminga piece
of steelintheanimal through
achickenwire cage seemsto
be the execution of choice
lately. Being such a sucker
for an egg the mongoose is
easily poisoned by making a
nail-sized hole in the egg
shell and lacing it with rat
poison. This is the easiest

Wake up William
hefore it is too late

It has been approximately
four weeks since you spoke
aboutyour intention to sup-
portthe Louisa-Godettgov-
ernment.

During your last radio in-
terview, you said that Mr.
Komproe would be the
spokesperson for the nego-
tiationtalks. Since thenyour
constituents have not heard
a word from you. Let me
remind you that your con-
stituents on St. Maarten did
not vote for Komproe, they
voted foryou. Thanks to the
Papiamentu newson GBBC
some of us were able to pick
up on what was happening.
One thing for sure Jopi
Abraham of Bonaire kept
his people informed.

Mr. Komproeinformed the

governor general thathe has
a government in place and
he is giving the NA until
Monday to sign up. It is
rumoured thatthe NAwants
GEBE from DP-St.
Eustatius and that is your
reason for not signing.

It is also rumoured that
your board has instructed
you to go ahead and sign up,
because you canstillappoint
three persons to serve on
GEBE board,

If this is really the case,

then you were not sincere
when you mentioned that
joiningthe governmentisnot
about positions, it's about
St. Maarten. Why the sud-
den change? The last two
elections | supported the

NA, because of what the
party stood for. Now | am
getting mixed feelings on
how the party is operating
by just ignoring the people
who voted for them.

Iam notafan of the Demo-
cratic Party, but I respect
the leader’s position when
shecalled Russell and Janchi
home in the interest of St.
Maarten. It was not in the
interest of their salaries.
That is what | called “coun-
try above self.”

My advice to you is: Get a
copy of attorney Richard
Gibson’sspeech, readit,and
get off the sinking ship be-
fore it goes down with you.
Now that Holland is listen-
ing, the two biggest parties
inthe Island Council, namely
the Democratic Party and
the National Alliance should
travel to Holland to fight for
St. Maarten’s interest.

We need you on St.

Maarten not in Willemstad.

Manuel Joe

way to do in this menace.
However, not only mon-
goose eatseggs. Anegg laced
with Souricide might notkill
your pet dog, but it will cer-
tainly make them very sick.

But one can hardly feel
sorry for the mongoose.
With young ones, the fe-
males can be just as ill-tem-
peredand foul-smellingasa
wolverine - to which species
they are related. This also
includes the weasel, another
flesh eating mammal that
will also hold its ground
against all comers.

But how did this strange
creature end up in St.
Maarten? This species is
most common to Africaand
India. Half way around the
world. There are none on
Anguilla, our closest
neighbouring island. The
answer to this question was
disclosed to me by the now
deceased old timer, Long
George. More than a hun-
dred years ago St. Maarten
wasinfested withsnakesand
rats of which the mongoose
isanatural predator. So the
animalwasintroduced by the
early settlers. The reptiles
were eradicated but the rats
are still here.

But by solving one prob-
lem, the settlers created an-
other: The mongoose is a
poultry meat fanatic, and
they can smell a freshly laid
eggfromamile. I havestood
by helpless and in dismay as
mongoose devoured dozens
ofbroiler hens, ducks, geese,
turkeyandguineabird. They
even kill young goats and
sheep. I have seenmongoose
in nests in trees eating the
eggs and the young of birds.
The mongoose usually gets
to your trapped mountain
doves before you do. You
will find nothing more than
the doves’ two little red legs
and a pile of feathers.

But | have learnt that hav-
ing a couple of good dogs
will usually keep the mon-
gooseatbay. Astowhy there
seems to be more mongoose
in the Pointe Blanche and
Genevieve Bay area, the
story goes that the colony of
mongoose that were intro-
duced to the island were re-
leased in the area of Signal
HillinPointe Blanche. I have
trapped or killed uptoseven
mongoose in one day in the
Genevieve Bay area. | still
have several skulls. If Mr.
Newton would like to have
them for his Biology studies,
Andy has my number and
can feel free to call me.

Joseph Rudy Brooks
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Channel 15 (local)
St. Maarten Cable TV

Local time  Programme
Tuesday, February 3
Replay AVS News

8: 30am Replay GIS Bulletin
6:00pm  GIS Productions

6:30pm Curagao Week in Review
7:00pm In Depth

7300m  AVS News

800pm  The Peacock Dance
8:30pm Oral Gibbes Live

9:30pm  Westwood Park

10:00pm St Maarten Lottery
10:05pm  Curagao Week in Review
10:35pm  AVS News

BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV
Channel 46 St. Maarten Cable TV

Local times Programme
Tuesday, February 3
:00am NOS Journaal
Tik tak
Sesamstraat
Proefdier
Bijbaantie
Het kiokhuis
Hans Kazan en magic unlimited
:35pm Lingo
1:00pm + 7:00pm  NOS Journaal
1:20pm + 7:200m  Twee vandaag
2:05pm + 8:05pm VRT Journaal
2:40pm + 8:40pm  Muziek clip
2:45pm + 8:450m  Man bijt hond
3:05pm + 9:05pm B&W
3:30pm + 9:30pm  NOS Journaal
350pm + 9:50pm  Weerbericht

3:55pm + 9:55pm
4:20pm + 10:20pm
4:45pm + 10:45pm

Met het mes op tafel

i
Het geluk van Nederland

5:25pm + 10:25pm  Film: Kort
5:35pm -+ 11:35pm  Nova/Den Haag vandaag
6:15pm -+ 12:15am  NOS Sportjournaal

Rappers the new athletes for sneaker companies

NEW YORK—Rapper
Nelly, one of the performers
onSunday’s Super Bowl half-
time show, isn't on Nike
Inc.’s payroll. But some
might say he should be after
“Air Force Ones,” his 2002
hit song named after Nike’s
top retro-style basketball
shoes, sparked a frenzy of
demand for them.

Athletic shoemakers have
long relied on cream-of-the-
crop sports figures like
Michael Jordan, Tiger
Woods and David Beckham
to pitch their products and
help differentiate them in
their$16billionindustry. But
as Nelly’s unsolicited en-
dorsement demonstrated,
topjocksaren’ttheonlyones
who can sell sneakers.

Reebok International Inc.,
the No. 2 U.S. sports shoe-
maker behind Nike, has
hired several rappers as its
pitchmen. In 2003, privately
held Lugz worked with hip-
hop DJ Funkmaster Flex to
launch his fashion-oriented
signature shoes. And rapper
Master P once endorsed
sneakers for Converse, now
asubsidiary of Nike.

It’s hardly a risk-free strat-
egy, given that the music is
often associated with drugs,
violence and exploitation of
women. Still, experts agree

Nelly

that rap, a music genre sec-
ond only to rock in the
United States, is the way to
reachyouth, especiallyinthe
inner cities.

“(Young people) are such
aunique and different mar-
ket that you have to speak
directly to them,” said Que
Gaskins, vice president of
global marketing for
Reebok’s Rbk brand. The
Canton, Massachusetts,
company is teaming with
well-known hip-hop music
producer Pharrell to launch
his signature footwear this
summer.

Last year, Reebok also
signed up rising rapper 50

Cent and Jay-Z, a hip-hop
mogul whose Rocawear
clothing line is popular
among inner-city youths, to
endorse their respective
sneaker lines. The company
saidbothJay-Z's“S. Carter”
and 50 Cent's “G6” shoes
have faredwellinstores. The
two entertainers often wear
and rap about the sneakers
in their music videos, con-
certs and television perfor-
mances.

“This gives exposure to a
manufacturer’s products,”
said David Synowka, asports
marketing professor at Rob-
ertMorris University incen-
tral Pennsylvania. “It's bet-
ter than commercials.”

Urban Youth Market
Synowkasaid consumers of-
ten buy sneakers for other
reasons besides their effec-
tivenesson the playing field.
“A lot of people buy these
producls as a fashion state-
ment,” he said.

Reebok saw the opportu-
nity of tapping into the ur-
ban youth market in 2001,
when it signed a lifetime
sponsorship contract with
Philadelphia 76ers guard

Actress Holly Hunter (L), Academy Award nominee for best
supporting actress for her work in “Thirteen”, poses with
Alicia Silverstone before they receive the Cosmopolitan
magazine’s Fun Fearless Female of the Year Award for
2004, in New York on Monday.

Allan lverson, whom many
also view as a hip-hop icon.

Relationships with rappers
connect Reebok with new
urban consumers, said
Michael Atmore, editorial
director of Footwear News,
aweekly trade magazine. “It
gives the brand an instant
hip status,” he said.

Nike, whose endorsement
contracts totaled $200 mil-
lion this year, has supplied
hip-hop stars like Eminem
and Nelly with its products,
butnever formallysponsored
them. The Air Force Ones
sneakershave soldmorethan
8 million pairs since they
were first designed in 1982.

“There is a definite cross-
overintermsof teenage con-
sumer interestand these hip-
hopartists,” said Wells Fargo
Securities analyst John
Shanley. “It’s an important
part of the whole fashion
wave.”

Shanley said the endorse-
ments would help drive up
Reebok’ssales, although the
lift may be small. The name
of the artistalone won’tsell,
he noted, since the shoes
price, look and color are
equally important.

Gangsta Rappers

Even though hip-hop has
helped shape American cul-
ture for more than two de-
cades, some contend thatthe
endorsements may under-
mine the shoemakers’
squeaky-clean athletic im-
age.

“The rappers have the
hoodlum, gangster image,”
said Jack Trout, president of
Trout and Partners, a mar-
keting strategy firm. “It's
quite different than the ath-
letes.”

Given the changeable na-
ture of young people’s musi-
cal tastes, Trout said using
rappersinthe fashion-driven
footwear market could have
volatile results. “You're in
today, and you're outtomor-
row,” he said.

Some rappers have a his-
tory of legal problems. In
2001, Jay-Z, whose real name
is Shawn Carter, was sen-
tenced to three years of pro-
bation for stabbing a record
producer at a Manhattan
nightclub.

Synowka, the sports mar-
keting professor, said the
shoemakers risk scaring
away more conservative cus-
tomers. “It probably won't
go side by side with the
athlete’s image,” he said.

At the same time, he said,
bad publicity about the en-
dorserscansometimestrans-
late into good sales for their
Sponsors.



Mel Brooks:

LONDON—Hollywood
legend Mel Brooks thanked
Adolf Hitler on Monday for
inspiring hisgreatesthitand
told Jews not to worry—
"The Producers” is a joke.

At the ripe old age of 77,
Brooks is enjoying a renais-
sancewithhisfirstfilmtrans-
formedintoatheatre hitand
nowbeingmade intoamovie
all over again. In the origi-
nal 1968 movie, Brooks
immortalised bad taste with
the tale of two producers
putting on the outrageous
musical “Springtime for
Hitler”, conceived as a de-
liberate flop to allow them
totake the backers’ cashand
flee.

Come the 21st century,
Brooks is as defiant as ever.
“Whomsoever wants to be
served by mywitand my bad
taste, please be my guest. If
you don't like being in the
Bible belt, then buckle it,”
he told Reuters Television.

Political correctness never
stopped Brooks before and
he is not going to start rein-
ing himself in now. In Brit-
ain to publicise the show’s
London launch, he had a
word of advice for his fellow
Jews.

“May | warn some old
Jews,” he said of the outra-
geous show. “It is make be-
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lieve. Hitler is not really on
the stage. We are making
fun of Hitler.”

And then he offered
tongue-in-cheek thanks to
hisinspiration. “Inthisshow
we have alot of laughs at the
expense of Mr Hitler and |
am very grateful to him and

Thanks for the hit Adolf

his family for allowing me to
knock the shit out of them
and makeacouple ofbucks,”
he said.

Success second time
around is that much sweeter
for Brooks who said: “it's
like Groundhog Day.”

“| feel like a punch drunk

Hollywood legend Mel Brooks poses for pictures with
showgirls at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, for the launch
of his musical “The Producers”, which will star U.S. actor
Richard Dreyfuss and British comedian Lee Evans.

Kobe Bryant too sick to
attend court hearing

EAGLE, Colorado—Los
Angeles Laker Kobe Bryant,
charged with raping a 19-
year-old hotel employee,
failed to appear for a pre-
trial hearing in a Colorado
courtroom on Monday be-
cause he wassick, court offi-
cials said.

“Mr. Bryant is ill,” district
court spokeswoman Karen
Salaz told reporters outside
the courthouse. There wasa
chance he would show up
later in the day, she said.
“He’s in the area,” she
added.

No details were available
on what ailed the 25-year-
old star athlete. Eagle
County District CourtJudge
Terry Ruckriegle excused
Bryant, Salaz said.

But his pre-trial hearing
went ahead anyway, taking
testimony behind closed
doors on whether Bryant's
accuser’s medical and psy-
chological recordsshould be
presented at Bryant’s trial.
No trial date has been set
and Bryant has not yet en-
tered a formal plea.

The defense, which wants
tocastdoubtonthewoman's
credibility, hassaid she tried
to commit suicide twice to
attractattention fromanex-
boyfriend and her accusa-
tions against Bryant are just
arepeat of that pattern.

At least four witnesses sub-
poenaed by the defense tes-
tified behind closed-doors
on Monday, including her
close friend Lindsey
McKinney. The defense has
argued that the accuser’s
right to keep her medical
records confidential no
longer applies because she
spoke to friends about her
medical problems.

Another person who testi-
fiedintheclosed sessionwas
a dormitory assistant at the
University of Northern
Colorado, where theaccuser
had gone to school. A year
ago and several months be-
fore the June 30 Bryantinci-
dent, campus police took the
young woman to a hospital
because they considered her
adanger to herself.

Bryant's attorneys, Hal

prizefighter. When | went
uptothering, my firstmovie
was The Producers and it
was a knockout. | was a
champ. | won an Academy
award,” he recalled. “I went
ontodo Blazing Saddlesand
Young Frankenstein. | did
very good movies but I was
last year’s news. Nobody
cared.”

Then came the stage ver-
sion of “The Producers”
whichwon arecord 12 Tony
Awards and is still running
on Broadway after three
years. Three companies are
also playing across North
Americaand Hollywood star
Richard Dreyfuss is to join
up with British comedian
Lee Evans for the London
production in November.
And Brooks is going to the
well a third time with an-
other film version of The
Producers. Shaking hishead
inwonderment, the diminu-
tive director said: “Here |
am practically 100 years old
and | have got this enor-
mous hit.”

So does retirement
beckon? No way. “Do 1 lift,
do I drive, am I bagging gro-
ceries at a very busy super-
market? No. I sitwithalittle
pencil and if I have an idea,
Iwriteitdown. It'slightwork.
I can do that forever.”

Lindsey McKinney (L), witness for the Kobe Bryant de-
fense, enters court alongside a Bryant defense team
member at the Eagle, Colorado Justice Center to testify
during the motion hearings on Monday. McKinney lived in
the alleged victim’s parent’s home in Eagle, Colorado.

Haddon and Pamela
Mackey, also want the judge
to throw out statements the
basketball star made to po-
lice a day after his accuser
said she was raped. The
judgeruled on Thursday that
testimony about the state-
ments will be heard in a
closed-door session because
any reportingontheminthe
high-profile case could jeop-

ardize Bryant'srighttoafair
trial.

However, the judge will
keep open a portion of the
hearing that examines
whether police acted legally
when obtaining statements
from Bryant because that
issue “is rightfully a matter
of public and media con-
cern,” the judge wrote.

Janet Jackson (L) reacts after fellow singer Justin
Timberlake ripped off one of her chest plates at the end of
their half time performance at the XXXVI1I Super Bowl in

Houston, on Sunday.

WASHINGTON—The U.S.
media watchdog on Monday
promised to investigate
whetherindecency ruleswere
broken during the broadcast
of the Super Bowl halftime
show when pop diva Janet
Jackson's bodice was ripped
to expose her right breast.

During the break in the Na-
tional Football League’s
championship game, singer
Justin Timberlake reached for
Jackson as they sang a duet
and tore off part of her black
leather bustier, prompting
widespread outrage.

U.S. Federal Communica-
tions Commission Chairman
Michael Powell promised a
“thorough and swift” investi-
gation of the stunt aired dur-
ing one of the most popular
American television broad-
casts, which also attracts a
major worldwide audience.

The game garnered the best
ratings in six years and the
incident provoked wall-to-
wall coverage on cable news
networks. President George
W. Bush was asked to com-
ment but said he fell asleep
before the halftime show.

“That celebration was
tainted by a classless, crass
and deplorablestunt,” Powell
said in a statement that was
echoedby othersonthe panel.
“Our nation’s children, par-
ents and citizens deserve bet-
ter.”

Television networks are al-
ready on the defensive, with
the FCC taking a more ag-
gressive stand against inde-
cencyand Congress threaten-
ing to sharply raise fines for
incidents. Viacom Inc.'s CBS,
whichaired the show, hasbeen
under fire for refusing to air
political advertisements dur-
ing the game and for shunting
a controversial movie about

US watchdog investigates
Jackson breast incident

former president Ronald
Reagan to cable from the net-
work.

CBS and Viacom’s other
unit, MTV, which produced
the American football half-
time bonanza, apologized for
what they described as an
unscripted moment. While
Timberlake said it was a
“wardrobe malfunction”,
Jackson capitalized on the at-
tention.

Virgin Records, said that her
new single, “Just a Little
While,” was being delivered
to U.S. radio outlets on Mon-
day, ahead of schedule. The
track from her upcoming al-
bum “Damita Jo,” was re-
leased early due to a
“firestorm of interest” fueled
by unauthorized Internet
downloads of the song, Virgin
said.

“We attended all rehearsals
throughout the week and
there was no indication that
anysuchthingwould happen,”
CBS said. “The moment did
not conform to CBS broad-
cast standards and we would
like to apologize to anyone
who was offended.”

A spokesman for CBS had
no immediate comment on
the probe and a Viacom
spokesman was not immedi-
ately available for comment.
The NFL said it would not
likely allow MTV to produce
another halftime show.

Some questioned whether it
was unplanned since MTV's
Web site promised ahead of
the show “shockingmoments™
and Timberlake sang the line
“I'll get you naked by the end
of this song,” moments be-
fore the incident.

“I don't really see what the
big deal is all about. It's justa
boob,” said Judy Reeves, 24,
who is in public relations.
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By Linda C. Black

Today’s Birthday (Feb. 3). You can learn from your
. experiencethisyear, butdon'tbestifled by it. Youmight
do quite well at something you've failed at before.
Separate your fears from your fantasies. Empower the
thoughtsthatensure your successwhile remaining prag-
matic.

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the
easiest day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 5 - You have
lightning-fastreflexes, and they'll be even faster ifyou've
been practicing. Hopefullyyou're prepared to deal with
last-minute changes. You'll find out soon enough.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today isan 8 - You'll have

a compulsion to study during the next few days, so

minimize distractions. You're liable to discover some-

d thing that seems to contradict an old belief. Don’t

SO T 1 s ! worry. The truth includes it all.

BELECS HE [RAS 3 i

CRIR WD P WTRMPE il — Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 6 - You may be
L anxious to get ahead, but don’t put pressure on others.

The lesson for you to learn now is how to be passively

effective. Master this skill and then profit from it.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Todayisa 7 - Evenifyou feel
lucky and savvy, don’t throw caution to the wind. You'll
need to justify yourself when you present plans for a
critic’s review.

oSl ] AT - f Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 6 - Don’'t knock
AR ] J-E yourself out doing something that doesn’t have to be
T * 1 done. Reconfirm every order, appointment and assign-

P | g ek SR ment. The request may have been modified.

N b LT TETAAR

2 Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 - You're great
at keeping track of what should be done next, and how.
The others may crumble under the stress unless you
help them stay on track. They need you.

Libra(Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today isa 7 - Conditions are
rather unstable now, as you may have noticed. Stay out
ofanargumentifyou can. Treat everyone with respect.

Scorpio(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is an 8 - Going out is
an option, buta quiet evening at home with the people,
or person, you care most about could be more fun, and
it could also save you some cash. You could put it
toward your next cruise.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today isa 5 - You're
right: There isn’t enough money for everything you'd
like to buy. This is not the end of the world, however.
You're due for a happy surprise.

.. Capricorn(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Todayisa7 - Go over the
instructions one more time in order to minimize misun-
derstandings. There may be a disagreement you can’t
do much about, but at least know everything you can.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today isa 7 - Discipline is
the key to your success, so don’t whine if a stickler
makes you follow the rules to the nth degree. Instead,
thank this person. He or she will help you become the
best you can possibly be.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 7 - You know
which side your bread is buttered on. You also know
who loves you. But don'tignore a critic who might help
you grow stronger.
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SEND LETTERS TO P.O. BOX 828

Dear Queenie,

I had a baby for my boyfriend a couple of months ago. He
seemed okay about the baby while | was pregnant, butsince
she was born he acts like he hates her.

He never talks to her except when she cries and he yells at
her to shut up. Even when she doesn’t cry, he doesn’t want
to hold her and he talks about her as if she was some kind
ofanimal. He never calls her by her name, just refers to her
as “that brat” and “the baby.”

Queenie, what's wrong with him?—New mother

Dear New mother,

You don’t say how old you and your boyfriend are, but |
gettheimpressionthatyouare bothveryyoungandthathe,
at least, is VERY immature.

Apparently your boyfriend is not ready for fatherhood.
He may verywell be jealous of the baby and feel threatened
by all the time and attention you spend on her.

Itis pointless to yell at a baby and to tell her to shut up, of
course, and for him to do so is abusive. It is quite possible
that this behaviour could escalate into physical abuse of
both you and the child, buteven if it doesn’t, your daughter
should not be subjected to verbal abuse either.

Try to talk this over with your boyfriend. If he is not
receptive, or if you are afraid to do so, it is time for you to
start thinking about ending your relationship with him, for
the child’s sake if not your own.

If necessary, go to the Women'’s Desk for help, or call the
Safe Haven hotline 333.

Only notices of fundraising events, non-profit or educational
organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices column. No-
tices must reach The Daily Herald by 4:00pm to be published in
the next edition.

Tuesday, February 3

CINECLUB ST. MAARTEN SHOWING

“Y TU MAMA TAMBIEN”

directed by Alfonso Cuarén

Place: Axum Café. Front Street

Time: 8:00pm.

As Cineclub is a foundation, one must become a member for US
$10. Each movie costs $7 (as a 5-time card for $35).

Tuesday, February 3 and

Thursday, February 5

BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS

organised by St. Maarten Basketball Association.

Place: L.B. Scott Sports Auditorium

Tuesday time: 7:00pm, Mid Rangers vs Pioneers; 9:00pm, Razor-
backs vs Trotters.

Thursday time: 7:00pm, Thunders vs Sunz.

Wednesday, February 4

WEALTH BUILDING SEMINAR
Place: Philipsburg Jubilee Library
Time: 7:30pm

Price: Free

Friday, February 6

PRE-VALENTINE DAY

DINNER AND SHOW

organised by Sundial School to raise funds for the Graduation
Fund. Many old favourite and new games.

Place: Sundial School

Time: 7:00-11:00pm sharp

Price: NAF. 25 or US $15

Saturday, February 7

FUND-RAISING CAR WASH AND BBQ

organised by Learning Unlimited Student Council. Part of pro-
ceedswill be donated to the St. Maarten Science Fair Foundation,
Place: Learning Unlimited parking lot

ime: T1:00am to 3:00pm
Price: Car wash or BBQ, US $6; both, $10.
Tickets available from students and on the day at the school.

Saturday, February 7

FUND-RAISING FLEA MARKET

organised by Carib Swim Team Association.

Place: Tropicana Casino parking lot

Time: 7:00am to 12:30pm

For more information or to donate items in good condition, call
522-9575, 522-4045 or 559-0900.

Saturday, February 7

VALENTINE DAY BINGO

organised by St. Dominic High School. Proceeds will go towards
the purchase of 25 new computers.

Place: Sundial School

Time: 8:00pm sharp

Price: NAF. 18 or US $10

Tickets available at St. Dominic High School and from the staff
and students.

Saturday, February 7

TEENS OF COMEDY

organised by Andrew Dick. Proceeds to Andrew Dick Show.
Special guest: Fernando Clark.

Place: Philipsburg Cultural and Community Center

Time: 8:00-10:00pm

Price: US $5 in advance, $10 at the door.

Tickets available at Photo Gumbs and Van Dorp.

Saturday, February 7

PRE-ARUBA 50TH CARNIVAL DANCE

organised by Chuchubi Foundation. DJ Ruby. Aruba 50th Carni-
val T-shirts will be on sale. Everyone travelling to Aruba must
have this St. Maarten-Aruba Carnival T-shirt.

Place: Senior Citizens Recreational Center

Time: 9:00pm to 3:00am

Price: NAf. 10 or US $5

Saturday, February 7

and Sunday, February 8

CLASSICAL BALLET:

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE

presented by the classical ballet students of Motiance Dance
School.

Place: Maho Casino Royale Theater

Time: Saturday, 8:00pm; Sunday, 6:00pm

Price: Adults US $15, children under 12 years $10.

Tickets available from the dancers and at VVan Dorp, The Giftbox
at Le Grand Marché Shopping Center, CD Mania, and Brasserie
in Marigot.

‘Wednesday, February 11
WEALTH BUILDING SEMINAR
Place: Philipsburg Jubilee Library
Time: 7:30pm

Price: Free

Saturday, February 14

VALENTINE DAY LAGOON CRUISE

organised by Junior Chamber St. Maarten “Jaycees.” Music by
DJ Ruby, exquisite menu.

Place: Opposite Sunset Theatres

Time: 7:00pm to 12:00 midnight

Price: US $25 per person, $45 per couple

Tickets available at St. Peters Pharmacy, Majestic, The Druggist
and from members of Jaycees.

Saturday, February 14

FUND-RAISING

VALENTINE DANCE

organised by Jolly Jumpers Foundation. Music by DJ Ruby.
Place: Boo Boo Jam

Time: 8:00pm to 2:00am

Price: NAF. 10, US $5 or 5 euros.

Tickets available from Jolly Jumpers members or at the gate.

Sunday, February 15
KANGAROO SWEETHEART SWIM MEET

organised by Carib Swim Team Association, sponsored by Kan-
garoo Court. Teams from St. Maarten and St. Barths.

Place: Carib Swim Pool, Cole Bay

Time: 9:00am
Admission: Free

SISTER BRITE
Spiritualist
God Gifted. She will succeed

Community

otices

Red Cross Meeting

The St. Maarten Red Cross in-
forms Junior Brigadersthat there
will be a very important meeting
atRed Cross Headquarters, #34
AirportBoulevard, Simpson Bay,

where others have failed. Body,
mind and soul cleansing. Will
remove darkness and evil
forces. Amazing results. Has
helped, guided many near and
far with all problems.
Free sample reading
001-610-924-0490

day; 5730p A esto 3
be discussed. Please make an extra effort to attend.

The St. Maarten Red Cross informs the general public that the
Basic First Aid Course will start on Monday, February 16, 7:00-
9:00pm. Interested persons are asked to call tel. 551-4357, fax
545-2333, or e-mail redcross@sintmaarten.net for more informa-
tion.

ACT Test

The ACT testis scheduled to be given at The International School
of St. Maarten on Oyster Pond Road, Saturday, February 7. To
register, call 543-7965.

SCDF Announcement

St. Maarten Carnival Development Foundation informsall booth
holders that registration will close on Monday, February 16. Old
booth holders are advised to register by this date or they will lose
their booths for Carnival 2004. Potential new booth holders
should also register by February 16 to be considered for a booth.
Register with Michael Granger or Fabiana Arnell at 522-5133 or
523-4131.

Safe Haven Needs Volunteers

Safe Haven Foundation is looking for volunteers. If you are
reliable and committed to helping your community, call the Safe
Haven office at 177 and join the next training session.

Sewing Classes

St. Maarten Crafters Cottage Industry Foundation started sewing
classes on Monday, February 2. Learn to make dresses, skirts,
tops, pants, underwear, etc. Freehand cutting. To register, call
556-9667.

SIMVA Meeting

St. Maarten Volleyball Association invites all members to a
general meeting and election of new board, at L.B. Scott Sports
Auditorium, Tuesday, February 3, 7:00pm. Members are asked to
make a special effort to attend and be on time, as this is a very
important meeting.

B-Class Basketball Meeting

All basketball teams that want to participate in the B-Class of the
St. Maarten Basketball Association are advised that they should
send a representative to a meeting at L.B. Scott Sports Audito-
rium, Wednesday, February 4, 6:00pm.

Cake Crafters Meeting

Cake Crafting Friends Foundation announces its monthly meet-
ing at Auror’s Shop, Cannegieter Street next to Plaza 21, Friday,
February 7, 8:00pm.
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The horn sounded and the boats took off in the second annual Electec Regatta this weekend. Fourteen teams competed
in a series of races in Simpson Bay Lagoon Saturday and Sunday. Team Lambada Carib Beer won the competition.

Lambada Carib team wins Electec Regatta

SIMPSON BAY—The
Lambada Carib Beer team
sailed away to win the sec-
ond annual Electec Lagoon
Regatta this weekend.

The team of Frits Bus,
Korteknie and Garth Steyn
bested 13 other teamsto take
top honours in the two-day-
longregatta. The teamscom-
peted with seven identical
Sunfast 20 keelboats. After
every race the teams
switched boats to ensure a
level playing field.

The teams sailed a qualify-

ing match Saturday. Based
ontheresults, thegroupwas
divided into two fleets. The
Lambada Carib team took
top honours in the Gold
fleet.

“There are two slow
boats,” said Bus. “The key
to winning the regatta is to
concentrate and do well in
the slow boats.”

The Lambada Carib Team
demonstrated the point in
the final race of the day.
They started out in sixth
placeandslowlyworked the

Little League registration
and practice underway

PHILIPSBURG—The St.
Maarten Little league is
gearing up for the new base-
ball season.

Applications are now be-
ing accepted for young
ballplayers ages five to 16 to
register to play. Parents can
bring their children to the
Little Leaguestadiumonthe
Pondfill toregister from 3:00
to 5:00pm Monday to Fri-
day or on Saturdays from
9:00 to 11:00am.

The Little League
programme is divided into
several divisions based on
age. The Pee Wees, who
learn basic ball handling,
throwing, hitting and base
running, meet Saturday
mornings from 9:00 to
11:00am. The Pee Wees are
ages five to eight.

Little League is for chil-
dren nine to 12. Last year

thedivision fieldedsix teams
with names like Scotiabank,
Simpson Bay Diesel.

The Junior division is for
ballplayers 13 to 14. Four
teams competed in the Jun-
ior class last season.

In the Senior division, ages
15 to 16, teams like Nagico,
International Airport and
Fast Shoe Repair partici-
pated in the annual compe-
tition. Once registered to
play, the athletes are wel-
come to attend practice ev-
eryweekday afternoon until
the season starts.

In other Little League
news, the RBTT Bank Sec-
ondary Schools Competition
continues Saturday at
5:00pm. Milton Peters War-
riors takes on the Mixed
School team for the champi-
onship. The best of three
series is tied at one all.

boat. Theysailed through the
fleet and crossed the line in
first place yet again.

The Scuba Shop team
placedsecond. Led by Simon
Manley, the Scuba Shop
teamhadtheleadattheclose
of racing Saturday. How-
ever, fresh winds and the
change of boats allowed Bus
and crew a few first places
and the win.

The team of Luc Knol and
Olivier Bernaz was third. An
early start in race three cost
them dearly. They ended the
heat in seventh. They had al-
ready scored afirstand a sec-
ond beforethey miscalculated
the start and crossed early.

In the Silver fleet the team
skippered by lan Martin fin-
ished first. Known as Team
Quantum, the captain and
crew had five first place
crossings, one second and a
third.

Second place went to the
Formula 1 sailing crew.

Although the Electec Re-
gattaisprimarily for local sail-
ors, four teams from visiting
yachts were allowed to enter.

Third place went to the
Necol team. Led by Andrew
Rapley, the team had one
first, one second and a third
place finish.

The keelboats are available
for rental at Uncle Harry’s
Bar. Weekly races are also
organized for sailors who
would like to try match rac-
ing. The use of identical
boats in short heats allows
sailors to compete on the
water and not from the wal-

let, where the sailor with the
biggest paycheck can often
buy victory.

lhf

Draws dominate boards in
Presidente Darts League

PHILIPSBURG—The top
three teamsinthePresidente
Darts League drew this
week.

The league leader Sugar-
cane faced the defending
champions Vermeer at
home. The two teams split
the 10-game series. Sugar-
cane retains its first place
advantage based on indi-
vidualgameswon. Both Sug-
arcane and Vermeer have
15 match points. However,
Sugarcane has won 62
games. Vermeer has won
only59inthe nine-week-old
season.

Each team consists of six
players. The teams play six
singles, three doubles and a
team game. Ten games are
played in total. The team
that wins the most games
wins the match. Amatchwin
is worth two points. A draw
nets both teams one point.

In the second draw of the
week, Ric’s Place took on
the Time Out team of Para-
dise Plaza Casino. Ric’s re-
tains its third place stand-
ing. However, Sandbar in
fourth place has gained
ground. Ric’s has 13 match
pointsand haswon 53games.

Sandbar has 10 points with
46 games won.

Sandbar was one of the few
winning teams this week.
They faced Bavariaand won
the match 6-4.

Chesterfields also won.
Last season the team from
Great Bay Marina became
the competition’ssub-cham-
pions. Thisyear the squad is
struggling to maintain fifth
place. This week, Chester-
fields defeated the Dinghy
Dockers 6-4.

The Pegleg team got hob-
bling this week too. They
started the night of darting
in eighth place. They faced
the sixth place Cool Heure
of St. Martin. Pegleg won
the match 7-3. The win el-
evates the Pegleg team to
seventh place.

Darts will continue Tues-
day. Pegleg will travel to
Sugarcane. Chesterfields
will go to Simpson Bay to
face Ric’s. Bavaria, with just
onewinandadraw, will take
on Vermeer, while Sandbar
faces Time Out. Cool Heure
will go to Oyster Pond to
shoot it out with the Dock-

Left to right: Gladis Robins, Nildo Wever, Amanda Schmidt and Wilfred James are among
the volunteers in St. Eustatius who are working to expand the Pony League baseball and
softball programme on the island. The group met with Eastern Caribbean Zone Pony
League director Gabriel Brown this past week to discuss how best to improve the local

organization

ST. EUSTATIUS—Baseball
and softball enthusiasts in
Statia are in the process of
expanding their Pony League
on the island.

Members met with Eastern
Caribbean Zone Pony League
director Gabriel Brown re-
cently, to help setup the orga-
nization and begin training
childrenforinternational play.

Kocky Tolontino and Nildo
Wever took the first steps in
joiningtheinternationally rec-
ognized youth baseball and
softball organization lastyear.

Statia has already sent a fe-
male team to participate in a

Statia expands Pony League board,
looks to compete internationally

it d

regional softball
in Saba.

Now more adults have vol-
unteeredto help trainthe chil-
dren and serve on the
organization’sboard. Among
the volunteers are Gladis
Robins, Amanda Schmidt,
Wilfred James and Aisha
Gibbs.

“Iwent over to Statia to help
answer questions about the
Pony League,” said Brown.
“I talked with the group and
emphasized the importance
of the programme in helping
keepchildren offthestreets.”

Brown said the group had

softball could be used as ve-
hicles to afford young players
the opportunity to work hard
and be rewarded with a trip
abroad to play.

The Statia organization has
agreed to host the Eastern
Caribbean Zone meeting
which will be held March 6 to
7. Already the Statia Pony
League has expressed inter-
est in sending a softball team
to the zone's softball tourna-
mentin Anguilla March 26 to
28and perhapsfieldingabase-
ball team in the Caribbean
championships this summer.
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Everyone is going for the ball as Nitro challenges Super Si
Association female division finals last night. Super Six

in the St. Maarten Volleyball
on. They lead the best of three

series 2-1.

Super Six defeats Nitro,
up 2-1 in volleyhall final

PHILIPSBURG—Super
Six female volleyball team
was down eight points. The
score was 14-6.

They faced Nitro in game
three of the best of five final
series for the championship.
The series was tied at one.

Nitro had won the first set
27-25 at L.B. Scott Sports
Auditorium last night. Su-
per Sixbounced back to take
set two 25-10. The third set
went to Nitro. They won 25-
19.

If Nitro took the fourth set
they would have the match.
It was Super Six’s serve. Su-
per Six scored nine unan-
swered points. The scorewas
now 15-14. The match had
turned around.

Partof Nitro's problemwas
anemptybenchcoupledwith

a twisted ankle. Number 12
Georgette Henderson was
in pain. Her ankle was swol-
len. She was nearly in tears.
She played on.

Nitro scored a point. The
game was tied at 15. Super
Six rallied for three more
points. They jumped out to
an 18-15 lead.

Nitro setters kept feeding
the ball to the right side of
the net. Henderson would
go up and make the smash.
As she landed she grimaced
in pain.

If she had to be sidelined,
the game would be forfeited.

Nitro battled back. The
score went 18-17. Super Six
still had the lead.

Now it was time for Super
Six to make their move. The
older more experienced

team went on to score seven
unanswered pointstowin 25-

-
]

The match was tied at two.
Super Sixwenton towin the
tiebreaker. Super Six is just
one win away from claiming
the female volleyball cham-
pionship. The two teamswill
continue their battle on the
court at the Sports Audito-
rium Wednesday. Firstserve
is scheduled for 7:30pm.

The men took to the court
in the late game. Go For It
had a 2-0 lead going into
game three of their best of
five series.

It took four sets last night,
butGoFor Itwonthe fourth
set25-23. Theyare the 2003-
04 Volleyball Champions of
St. Maarten. They defeated
United.

Carib promises more cricket
will be played in $t. Maarten

PHILIPSBURG—Round
five of the Carib Beer Cricket
Series begins February 6.

The Leewards will face the
Windwards at Caribe Lum-
ber Ballpark.

“Thisisafirst class match,”
said Rajesh “RK” Jurup of
the St. Maarten Cricket As-
sociation. “Topplayersfrom
around the region will be
here.”

While local cricket fans are
excited about the four-day
matchbeingplayed here, the
local cricket association is
more excited about the fu-
ture of the game in St.
Maarten.

“Carib has already prom-
ised St. Maarten would host
afirstclassmatch nextyear,”
said RK. In addition to be-
ing an avid cricketer, RK
works for Netco N.V., the
local distributor for Carib
Beer. “We've already been
told we will be able to keep
hosting tournaments like
this.”

Carib Beer is produced in
Trinidad. St. Maarten is the
company’s second largest
beer outlet, second only to
Trinidad, according to RK.

The local cricket associa-
tionhasbeen preparing Car-
ibe Lumber Ballpark for the
upcoming competition. Not
only has it redone the pitch,
enlarged the player pavilion
and constructed the com-
mentators booth, the asso-
ciation also had the practice
pitches improved.
Members of both teams are

Wildthing departure delayed,
still hopes to race Heineken

PHILIPSBURG—Lex
Ruijter on board Wildthing
is preparing to leave Portu-
gal for a solo crossing of the
Atlantic Ocean. Ruijter
hopestohave his 35-foot Kiwi
racingsailboatin St. Maarten
in time for the Heineken
Regattathatbegins March5.

He expects his racing yacht
capable of achieving speeds
in excess of 20 knots, with a
retractable keeland wing-like
outriggers for the crew to sit
on, to do well against the

more than 200 sailboats ex-
pected to enter 24th edition
of the St. Maarten Heineken
Regatta.
Thevesselislittlemore than
asuper-fastsurfboard. Itwas
notdesigned to cross the At-
lantic.

Ruijter hopes to make the
crossinginaslittleas 10 days.
He hopes to break the boat’s
speed record of 28 knots. He
hopes to hit 30.

Thus far Ruijter’s self-im-
posed timetable has been a

bitoff. He had hoped to start
sailing January 15 and be in
St. Maarten by January 25.
Getting the boat ready took
longer than expected. Ruijter
needed a new set of sails.
Wildthing normally carries a
crew of 10 to counterbalance
the wind's action on the sails.
As Ruijter will be alone, he
needed to design and build a
water ballast system. He will
pumpwater intocanson either
side of the boat to help keep
Wildthing on an even keel.
Builtin 1988 Wildthing was
a prototype boat designed
from the latest materials of
the time. Today it is still one
of the fastest boats on the
water in its class. Kiwi was
originally designed to fly a
traditional spinnaker. The
sailboat has been modified
to carry an even larger asym-

metrical chute on a carbon
pole that extends out from
the bow to give the boat even
more speed.

The boatwas in the Nether-
lands. Ruijter had planned to
have the vessel trucked to
Portugal. When the truck ar-
rived, Ruijter found
Wildthing did not fit. To
make matters worse, the
driver who was to help load
the sailboat spoke Portu-
guese. Ruijter did not.

Eventually the language
barrier was solved and
Wildthing was disassembled
a little more so it would fit.
Now boat and captain are en
route to Portugal.

After a brief shakedown
Ruijter hopes to point
Wildthing toward  St.
Maarten and begin his odys-
sey by week’s end.

scheduled to begin arriving
today. By this afternoon,
Caribe Lumber Ballpark is
expected to be buzzing with
action as the squads inspect
and then practice on the
grounds.

Eight teams are participat-
ing in the competition.
Games are being held
throughout the region. In
addition tothe Leewardsand
Windwards teams, Barba-
dos, Guyana, Jamaica,

Trinidad and Tobago, Kenya
andthe West Indies Bsquads
are all participating in the
Carib Series.

The competition will be
seven rounds long, followed
by the semifinals, which are
scheduled to be played Feb-
ruary 26 to 29.

The venue of the semifi-
nalshasyettobeannounced,
aswellasthe date and venue
of the finals.

an awards dinner held at Mark’s Place this week. Among
the top players honoured for their contributions to the

female windball cricket team w

Joseph and Onika Edwards.

e Gracelyn Mayers, Mary

Caribtrans Rising Stars
honour 2003 teammates

PHILIPSBURG—The
CaribtransRising Stars have
already begun the 2004
cricket season, but this past
week the team took time to
reflect on last year.

Gracelyn Mayers scored
the most runs for the team.
She was good for 680.

Mary Joseph, who also
pitchessoftball for the Coca-
Cola Steelers, collected the
most wickets while bowling.
She had 33.

Onika Edwards was named
the most disciplined player
of the year.

The team honoured its top
playersduringanawardsdin-
ner at Mark’s Place Satur-

day night. “Our goals for
2004,” said team treasurer
Dian Nisbett, “are to win
more games. We plan to
travel more this year and
represent our Island
abroad.”

The Rising Stars are spon-
soredby Caribtrans Shipping
Company. The female
windball cricket club sports
green jerseys with yellow
pants.

The team is relatively new.
Theyare abreakaway squad
from the Female Adult
Cricket Team.

The Stars team captain is
Linette McFarlane.

°
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. Tour badly needs lift for revamp season

PARIS—Cycling’s new sea-
sonsetsofftodayinthesouth
of France with the sport
badly in need of the right
sort of shot in the arm.

News last month of a police
raid and a later confession
of doping from a member of
the French-based Cofidis
team castcycling furtherinto
thedoldrumsjustasplansto
present itself as newly
cleaned-up were being an-
nounced. Sources at the In-
ternational Cycling Union
(UCI) which governs the
sport suggested last week
thatitfinally planned tosign
up to the World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency code of con-
duct—the last major sport
along with soccer to do so.

Cycling has long been
tainted with allegations—
and plenty of proof—of en-
demic doping and the
Cofidisepisode appeared to
confirm that the problem
was still very much in exist-
ence.

One of their riders,
Philippe Gaumont, was ar-
rested and told local French
radio France Bleu Picardie
last week that “it may be
that 90 percent of the cy-
clists are not clean. | can't
blame them because we are
the victims of a rotten sys-
tem.”

The 1992 Olympic bronze
medallistadmitted to police
that he had used the red
blood cell-boosting drug

erythropoietin (EP0). The
UClaredetermined thatthe
time is right to get tough on
the cheats and Tour de
France organisers insisted
the sport should follow to
the letter the strict guide-
lines of WADA which advo-
cates two-year bans for of-
fenders.

Ironically, some within the
sport fear the new Pro-Tour
circuit starting in 2005, with
its extra emphasis on team
competition could drive
more cyclists to seek extra
help fromdrugs. Atpresent,
the tour features 30 teamsin
its “first division™ of all the
leading classicracesbutfrom
nextseason thatnumber will
be cut to 20.

Carolina starting quarterback Jake Dehomme reacts at the end of Super Bowl XXVIIl as

his team loses to the New England Patriots in Houston, on Sunday.

Impressive Delhomme proves

mettle but comes up short

HOUSTON—Jake
Delhomme made it to the
NFL the hard way so he was
not about to give in after a
dismal start to Sunday’s Su-
per Bowl.

A refugee of NFL Eu-
rope—often considered the
league of last resort—the
soft-spoken Carolina Pan-
thers quarterback hit only
one of his first 10 passes for
justoneyard. “Wehadsome
trouble throwing it,”
Delhomme said in an un-
derstatement.

But he rebounded in a big
way, and although the Pan-
thers lost a 32-29 heart-
breaker to the New England
Patriots, Delhomme proved
his mettle. The 6ft 2in, 215-
pound Louisiana native fin-
ishedwith 16 completionsin
33 attempts for 323 yards,
three touchdowns and no
interceptions.

The first-year Panther ral-

lied his team for 19 pointsin
thefinal period onnine of 14
passing for 211 yards and
two touchdowns—only to
finish on the losing side.

“It’s one of the worst feel-
ings in the world,”
Delhomme said after the
game. “You can’t explain
what you feel right now. It's
beenagreatride, understand
that, but right now it's just
hard.”

Panthers coach John Fox
praised Delhomme for turn-
ingitaround. “He keptusin
the game and gave us an
opportunity to win it. He
played outstanding,” hesaid.

The fourth quarter was a
wild affair, with acombined
427 yards of offense. Patri-
ots kicker Adam Vinatieri
kicked the game-winning41-
yard field goal with just four
seconds left.

“It's frustrating that we
didn’t get another chance,”

said the 29-year-old
Delhomme. “That's the
thing that was tough for us.
We were hoping to go into
overtime and be the last one
with the ball.”

“We foundarhythm throw-
ing the football, the line was
blocking well and receivers

UCI president Hein
Verbruggen dismissed fears
thatriderscompeting forthe
bottom 10 teams would be
putunderincreased pressure
tocheat. “I even think it will
be a better way to control
doping,” he said in a recent
interview. “I cannot see big
team chiefs taking the risk
of hiring a rider with a dop-
ing record.”

The sport is undeniably,
though, in need of some
brighter newsand thatwould
comeinspadesinJulyshould
American Lance Armstrong
claim an unprecedented
sixth Tour de France title.
Armstrong has already en-
sured an enduring place in
thesport'sannalsafter over-
coming testicular cancer to
win the biggest race in cy-
cling—arguably in sport—
five times on the trot from
1999.

Another success would be
an almost super-human
achievement but even the
amazing Texan cannot con-
tinue for ever and at 32 time
mustsurely be runningshort
for him. In 2004, he is likely
to face the toughest chal-
lenge of the lot with 1997
winner Jan Ullrich now re-
stored to full health and
vigourand Alex Vikokourov,
Santiago Botero, Paolo
Salvodelliand Cadell Evans
all waiting in the wings to
steal Armstrong’s crown.

But before the Tour show-
down, the one-day classic
specialists will take front
stage, starting with the
Grand Prixd'Ouvertureand
Etoile de Besseges races this
week. The rivalry between
ageing Italian sprint ace
Mario Cipollini and his
young compatriot
Alessandro Petacchi should
be one of the highlights of
the season.

)
The season for cycling team presentations is taking place
amid a cloud of pessimism in France, but Australian rider
Bradley McGee, pictured here, insists the fight against

doping can be won.

Shaq suspended one game

for cursing on live TV

INDIANAPOLIS—
Shaquille O'Neal was sus-
pended without pay by the
NBA on Monday, one day af-
ter using obscene language
and publicly criticizing the
officials during a television
interview.

The suspension was an-
nounced just hours after
O’Neal issued a statement

or the its

we didn’tanticipate a suspen-
sion.”

O'Neal scored a season-high
36 points against the Raptors
in his third game back after
missing 12 because of a
strained right calf, but was
angered by the officiating. He
made that clear in his post-
game interview on KCAL-
TV—conducted almost im-

zing
he made following the Lak-
ers’ 84-83 victory over the
Toronto Raptors on Sunday.

O’Neal served the suspen-
sion Monday night, sitting out
a game against the Eastern

Col leading Indiana
Pacers. It will cost him nearly
RODRIGUEZ |[pStsassy

Continued from page 32.

deal with the Tigers, said
hisclient ited about

were making ur
catches,” headded. “It'sdis-
appointingthatwe didn’tget
another chance to go back
and get it and try to win it.”

Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady won the Super Bow!
MVP vote after completing
320f 48 passes for 354 yards.
But Delhomme’s numbers
were equally impressive.

When asked how he felt as
the game ended, he said: “I
justwanted towatch the cel-
ebration and letit hurteven
more. You justwant to keep
working to try to get back
here and be on the other
side of that rope.”

playinginthe AL Central.
“Pudgesaidtome, ~I know
thatdivision. Thatdivision
could be mine,”™ Boras
said.

Rodriguez also said the
personal involvement of
Detroitowner Mike llitch
played a part in his deci-
sion. “It kind of evolved
where | started to get into
the process a little bit
more,” llitch said. “Be-
fore, things weren't work-
ing well. We weren't get-
ting the right players in.
We weren’t performing
well.”

Lakers coach Phil Jackson
called the punishment “rather
severe and childish in some
ways.”

Jackson said he thought a
fine would have been appro-
priate and that the fanswould
be penalized by notbeingable
to see O'Neal in the Lakers’
lonetripto Indianapolis. “The
league is known for its vindic-
tiveness,” Jackson said. “But

after the game.

“My message to (commis-
sioner) David Stern is get
some people in there that un-
derstand the game and don’t
try to take over the ... game
because people pay good
money to see good athletes
play,” O’Neal said.

When reminded he was on
live TV, O'Neal responded
with another profanity before
the interview continued. “My
comments were made out of
frustration in the heat of the
moment,” O’Neal said in the
statement released Monday
by the Lakers. “But I realize
that my choice of words was
inappropriate and again, |
would like to apologize.”
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Door to French squad could
still be opened for Anelka

PARIS—Two French say-
ingssumup Nicolas Anelka’s
position as he tries to re-
store his image with the
Frenchpublicjustattheright
moment to claim back a
place in France’s squad for
Euro 2004. “Impossible is
not French,” Napoleon
Bonaparte is supposed to
have said.

The prospect of Anelka,
who will be 25 next month,
playing for France under
manager Jacques Santini
hadseemedimpossiblesince
the Manchester City striker
turned down a call-up in
October 2002 before quali-
fiers against Malta and
Slovenia. Anelka was angry
at being summoned only as
asecond choice and Santini
made it clear he was closing
thedooronanyfutureselec-
tion.

“Nicolas banned himself
from the team by turning
down aselection. As long as
he does not change his com-
ments and attitude on his
own initiative he remains
unpickable in my view,”
Santini said.

Another Gallicsaying goes:
“Only fools don’t change
their minds,” and Santini
might well be forced by cir-

cumstances to prove heisno
fool.

While Thierry Henry and
David Trezeguet are the
automatic first-choice strik-
ersforthefinalsin Portugal,
UEFA’s decision to uphold
Djibril Cisse’s five-match
ban for kicking an opponent
in an under-21 match has
given Santiniaserious head-
ache. UEFA said on Friday
it had rejected Cisse’s ap-
peal against the ban, which
will come into effect at the
start of Euro 2004.

Seduction Campaign

The  Liverpool-bound
Cisse’s absence leaves
France with few outside
choices. In recent months,
all Santini’s third-choice
strikers have been through
hard times—Olympique
Marseille’s Steve Marlethas
been injured for months
while RC Lens Daniel
Moreira and Olympique
Lyon’s Sidney Govou have
been inconsistent at best.
Thisiswhere Anelkamight
comein. Although Manches-
ter Cityare having anincon-
sistent season, Anelka has
scored 20 goals including
eight in his last eight
matches. He scored an ex-

cellent last-minute goal ina
2-1defeatagainsthisold club
Arsenal on Sunday, before
being sent off seconds be-
fore the final whistle for a
bust-up with his old club
mate Ashley Cole.

Santini himself has made
no comment on the idea of
Anelka'sinternational reha-
bilitation but his boss,
French Soccer Federation
chief Claude Simonet,
hinted that an Anelka re-
turn was possible.

Simonet has blamed
Anelka’'sdecision to turn his
back on France on his rela-
tive youth and said he would
not rule out a comeback
when the time comes and if
need be. “Maybe his youth
led Nicolas to outbursts we
should leave behind and for-
get,” he said.

Anelka, whose portfolio of
previousclubsincludes Paris
St Germain (twice), Arse-
nal, Real Madrid and
Liverpool, has also made it
clear he would be prepared
to reconsider.

Anelka had shunned
French media since leaving
Paris St Germain to move to
England two seasonsago but
he has been all over French
television in recent weeks,

Irish investors to keep
heat on United board

DUBLIN—Manchester
United’s major sharehold-
ers John Magnier and J.P.
McManuswill keep up pres-
sure on the board over cor-
porate governance even if a
legal dispute with manager
Alex Ferguson is settled,
sources said on Monday.
British and Irish newspa-
per reports at the weekend
said Ferguson, who is suing
billionaire bloodstock ty-
coon Magnier over owner-
ship rights to record-break-
ing racehorse Rock of
Gibraltar, was working with
his lawyers to hammer outa
compromisedeal. The battle
between the most powerful
figure in the world blood-
stock business and British
soccer’s most successful
coach has caused severe tur-
bulence at Old Trafford.
However, asource close to
Cubic Expression, the off-
shore investment vehicle
through which the Irishmen
hold just over a quarter of
the club’s shares, made it
clear the two issues were
completely separate.
“Cubic’s correspondence
and dealings with the
Manchester United board

will be unaffected by the
quite separate issue of Rock
of Gibraltar,” thesource told
Reuters.

He pointed out that
McManus, a hugely success-
ful gambler and currency
speculator, owned half of the
Cubic holding but was not
involved in the dispute with
Ferguson. Cubic had notyet
received a reply to a letter
sent to the United board
earlier this month which
raised “very significant cor-
porate governance issues”,
the source added.

The letter, sent on January
16, included a catalogue of
questions relating to corpo-
rate governance, compliance
with regulatory guidelines,
the conduct of player trans-
fersand fees paid to transfer
agents.

After the Irish pair warned
they might demand an inde-
pendent audit of recent
transfers, Manchester
United lastweek announced
itwould conductan internal
review. However, thisdid not
go far enough for Magnier
and McManus, who also de-
manded limitsonanew con-
tract for Ferguson so as to

curb compensation due to
him if he left. The board
later appeared to bow to this
pressure, awarding the 62-
year-old Glaswegian a one-
year rolling contract.

Most mediacoverage of the
flak exploding around Old
Trafford has been based on
speculation that Magnier’s
motiveisadesireforrevenge
on one-time friend
Ferguson, who issued a writ
last year claiming half own-
ership ofthe Rock. Ferguson
said hewasgivenhalfashare
as a gift from Magnier and
was entitled to half of the
stud fees.

The five-year-old thor-
oughbred, which won seven
successive Group Oneraces,
could generate more than
100 million pounds ($182
million) in fees over the next
15 years.

According to Irish legal
sources, the Ferguson-
Magnier case could take up
to two years to reach
Dublin’s High Court, dur-
ing which time more pres-
sure could pile up on the
United manager who last
week hitoutat his “distress-
ing” treatment.

Manchester City’s Nicolas Anelka shown in action in this

file photo.

taking partin talk showsand
sports programmes he had
turned down in the past.
Anelka
was open” and hinted that a
misunderstandingwasat the
root of his row with Santini.
“The whole thing is a prob-
lem of communication. I've
never understood what he
(Santini) is trying to say to
me,” he added.

No Choice?

The player’s brother and
agent Didier admitted
Anelkawastryingtoimprove
hisimage but denied Santini
was the target of his recent
seduction campaign.

“Since he has returned to
England he hasfeltgoodand
does not want to be cut off
from France any more,”
Didier told soccer weekly
But. “It’s the right time for
him to speak. But we don’t
think it’s going to influence
Santini,” he added.

Anelka can count on the
support of some of France’s
mostinfluential playerssuch
as defender Lilian Thuram
and Arsenal’s Robert Pires,
whorecentlysaid: “Onsheer

talent alone, Nicolas de-
serves a place.

The moody and aloof
Anelka has 28 caps for
France and has scored six

goals for his country, inter-
national experience which
could prove crucial

Manchester United’s Louis
Saha and Lyon’s Peguy
Luyindula have been men-
tioned as possibilities to
make up for Cisse’s loss. But
neither hasplayed for France
beforeand Santiniisunlikely
to call up total rookies for
the defence of their Euro-
pean crown unless he wishes
to emulate 1998 manager
Aime Jacquet, who repeat-
edly turned down Eric
Cantona and David Ginola
in favour of young players
such as Trezeguet and
Henry.

So does Santini really have
a choice? “If he kneels in
frontof meandapologises, |
will think it over,” Santini
recently told French maga-
zine Paris Match.

Will Anelka go that far? “If
we agree to discuss, every-
thing can be solved,” the
player said.

Four PSV players
selected for
Dutch national
squad against US

AMSTERDAM, Nether-
lands—Four PSV
Eindhoven players have
been selected for the Neth-
erlands’ friendly against the
United States on Feb. 18,
the club said Monday.

Forward Arjen Robben,
halfback Mark van Bommel,
defender Wilfred Bouma,
and goalkeeper Ronald
Waterreus would be named
tothe Dutchsquad, PSV said
in a statement.

The Dutch national soccer
association won't release its
full roster until Feb. 13.
PSV’s list is noteworthy for
the absence of defender
Andre Ooijer, who recently
underwentaminor kneesur-
gery.

Ooijer replaced Dutch vet-
eran Frank de Boer in the
Netherlands’ 6-Ovictory over
Scotland during Euro 2004
qualifying, and he is re-
garded asacandidate to play
alongside Jaap Stam in the
center of the Dutch defense
in the finals in Portugal. In
Ooijer’sabsence, De Boer is
likely to play against the
United States, and will re-
main in contention for the
center spot.

According to Dutch media
reports, De Boer left
Turkey's Galatasaray last
week for Scotland’s Rang-
ers in part to satisfy Dutch
coach Dick Advocaat that
he will receive enough play-
ing time ahead of the cham-
pionship this summer.

The United States an-
nounced a provisional ros-
ter of 17 MLS players last
week. A spokeswoman for
Ajaxsaid Monday that John
O’'Brien was also provision-
ally selected for the U.S.
squad, which he will join
when it arrives in Europe.

Veron hopes to play
again in two months

BUENOS AIRES—
Chelsea midfielder Juan
Sebastian Veron hopes to
makeaplaying returnintwo
months’ time after surgery
on a herniated disc in his
back last week.

“I will spend the first 25
days of my recovery here (in
Argentina). Ifall goeswell, |
shall be back playing in two
months,” Argentine newspa-
per El Dia quoted Veron as
saying in its online weekend
edition.

“ButI’'mmore worried that
theinjury healswell and that
there are no complications
of any kind,” he added. Ar-
gentine media had estimated
Veron would be out of ac-
tion until May. His doctors
have refused to comment.

Veron is now convalescing
at home in the city of La
Plata, 40 miles (60 km)
southeast of Buenos Aires.
Witnesses say Veron is
closely guarded by a team of
bodyguards.

He hasbeen beensidelined
for two months after return-
ing from international duty
with Argentina last Novem-
ber suffering fromback pain.
Veron said it was time for
payback fromhisinjuriesand
past poor form.

“I wasn’t in good shape ei-
ther physically or in terms of
my football for the last World
Cup,” he said. “Now | want
my revenge and I’'m going to
have it, by working calmly.”
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HOUSTON—A blurry-
eyed Super Bowl MVP Tom
Brady stopped to pick up his
new car and a trunk load of
praise Monday, following his
masterful performance guid-
ing the New England Patri-
ots to a dramatic 32-29 vic-
tory over the Carolina Pan-
thers.

Operating on less than one
hour of sleep, agrinning but
clearly weary Brady can ex-
pect little in the way of rest

Anastasiou
makes switch
from Roda
to Ajax

AMSTERDAM—Ajax
have signed Greek striker
Yannis Anastasiou from
Roda JC Kerkrade, the
Dutch first division leaders
announced on Monday.
The 30-year-old has agreed
on adeal that runs until the
summer of 2005 and is ex-
pected to make his debut
against second-placed PSV
onSunday. Ajaxhaveanum-
ber of injury problemsgoing
into the top-of-the-table
clashas Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Wesley Sonck and Rafael
van der Vaart are all likely
to miss the tie.

Anastasiou joined Roda
from Belgian side
Anderlecht four years ago
after spellswith Greek sides
Ethnikos Piraeus and OFI
Crete. He has scored eight
times this season and has an
overall record of 48 goals in
114 appearances in the
Dutch league.

over the next few days as he
makes a triumphant return
toNew England where more
parties, more celebrations
and more accolades await
the quarterback.

With two Super Bowl rings
and two MVP awards Brady
must now be ranked among
the NFL’s quarterbacking
elite, underlining hiscreden-
tials with a record perfor-
mance against one of the
league’s most feared de-
fenses.

It was on the Super Bowl
stage two years ago that
Brady first shot on to the
NFL radar screen by lead-
ing the Pats to a stunning
upset win over the heavily-
favoured St. Louis Rams.
While the Patriots were the
favourites this year, Brady’s
performance may well rank
as his best, the 26-year-old
completing a record 32
passes for 354 yards (fourth
best in Super Bowl history)
and three-touchdowns
againstaferocious Panthers
defense.

Only nine quarterbacks
have won two super Bowls

New England Patriots QB and SuperBowl MVP Tom B-rady describes how big linebacker
Mike Vrabel's eyes got when he saw the pass coming to him on his fourth quarter
touchdown reception, at a news conference in Houston on Monday.

(Joe Montana 4, Terry
Bradshaw4, Troy Aikman 3,
Bob Griese 2, John Elway 2,
Jim Plunkett 2, Roger
Staubach 2, Bart Starr 2) and
allbut Aikman and Plunkett
are members of the Football
Hall of Fame. An even
smaller selectgroup of three

players (Montana, Bradshaw
and Starr) has two Super
Bowl MVP awards in their
trophy case.

“There are a lot of great
players in this league and
they certainly deserve the
recognition they get,” said
Patriotscoach Bill Belichick.

“But for a guy like Tom
Brady to do what he’s done
this year, including the
postseason, and again last
night, he certainly deserves
all the recognition he gets.”
Brady said hissecond MVP
award will find a place be-
side his firstone on the night

table in his bedroom. But it
isunlikely Brady will be see-
ing much of his bedroom in
the next few days.

In the aftermath of his first
Super Bowl win Brady went
from an unknown third-
string quarterback to A-list
celebrity and one of
America’s most eligible
bachelors.

He has appeared on maga-
zine covers, commercials
and televisionshows. Hewas
a judge for the Miss Uni-
verse pageant, a passenger
on Donald Trump’s private
jet and a guest at the Play-
boy Mansion.

“Excuse me if | stutter a
little bit today, I’'m working
onaboutone hour of sleep,”
apologised Brady as he
picked out his new Cadillac.
“It'sagreattrophyandsince
the last time I won it, it's sat
next to my bed.”

“It's a great, great honour
but I think more important
is holding up the Lombardi
trophy we held last night,”
he added. “It is really the
reason | go out there and
play every day.”

IvanRodriguez stands in front of amural of former Detroit
Tigers’ great Bill Freehan during a Monday news confer-
ence at Comerica Park announcing his $40 million, four-
year contract with the Detroit Tigers

Tigers, Rodriguez complete
four-year $40 million deal

DETROIT—Ivan
Rodriguez finalized his
$40million, four-year con-
tract with the Detroit Ti-
gers on Monday, leaving
the World Series cham-
pion Florida Marlins to
join a team that last year
set the American League
record for losses.

“This is an exciting day
for me,” he said. “I know
they had a bad season last
year, but | think this is
going to be a completely
different season.”

The signing of the 10-
time All-Star catcher was
the latest high-profile
move by the Tigers, who
went 43-119 last season.
Detroit won five of its fi-
nal six games to avoid ty-
ing the post-1900 major
league record of 120
losses, set by the 1962 New
York Mets.

“If you don’t mind for a
moment I’'m going to soak

this up a little bit,” said
Tigers manager Alan
Trammell, who indicated
Rodriguez could hitinthe
No. 3 spot in the lineup.
“This is how it starts. This
is how we get better.”
Rodriguez, a 10-time
Gold Glove winner and
MVP of the NL Champi-
onship Series, gets $7 mil-
lionthisyear, $8 millionin
2005 and $11 million each
in 2006 and 2007, accord-
ing to contract informa-
tion obtained by news
media. The Tigers have a
$13millionoption for 2008
with a $3 million buyout.

Detroit will defer $2 mil-
lion of his salary in 2004
and$3millioneachin2006
and 2007, all at 1 percent
interest.

If Rodriguez goes on the
disabled list for 35 or more
days in 2004 or 2005 be-
cause of a lower spine in-
jury, Detroitcouldvoid the

restof the contractby pay-
ing a $5 million buyout. If
he goes on the DL for 35
or more days in 2006 be-
cause of a lower spine in-
jury, the Tigers could ter-
minate the deal by paying
a $4 million buyout.

Rodriguez would get a
$500,000 bonus if he’s
voted the American

League MVP, an award
hewonwith Texasin1999.
If he wins the award twice
under the contract, he
would get $1 million the
second time.

Rodriguez had a $10 mil-
lion, one-yeardealwiththe
Marlins last season. He
asked for a $40 million,
four-year contract from
Florida, which broke off
talks Dec. 7.

Scott Boras, Rodriguez’s
agent who negotiated the
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