
TARSHI 
LAW OFFICE

510 Essex St
Lawrence, MA 01840

(978) 686-1821

See Our Ad 

 on Page2

HE VALLEY ATRIOT
NOVEMBER, 2016

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 11

“Congress shall make no law...”

valleypatriot.com

A NEW ENGLAND PRESS ASSOCIATION AWARD WINNING NEWSPAPER

2004 2016
A FREE MONTHLY JOURNAL OF NEWS, COMMENTARY AND EVENTS, SERVING MA & NH Edition #157

SEE PAGE 11

PAGE 4

INSIDE this edition!
Jeff Katz 

Page 2
Veterans...............1, 15, 21-22 
Katz& Kaprielian...................2
Editorial...........................3
Lawrence.....................3, 7, 12
The Andovers.................5, 14
Lowell..............................6
Paying Attention............7
Duggan’s Notebook......8-9
NH/Salisbury....................10
M e t h u e n . . . . . . . . . 6 , 8 , 1 2
Culture War......................16
Music..............................17
Health.....................17- 19, 21
PETS............................19
Radio and TV ......................20
Israel.............................21
Books/Religion..................23
Letters.........................24

PRESIDENT TRUMP
Robin 

Desmet 
KITTY 

CORNER 

PAGE 19

Cindy 
Annis’ 

Vinyl Vault 
ON WCAP 

PAGE 20

Real Estate Listings and 
Foreclosures from the  

Northern Essex Registry of Deeds: 
PAGES 25-27SEE PAGE: 2, 3 & 7

Beth 
D’Amato 

ISRAEL

PAGE 21

Did The Walking Dead Go Too Far? Page 20

 

ATTENTION NORTH ANDOVER/BOXFORD VETERANS 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts began providing for its needy veterans 

immediately following the Revolutionary War. This tradition continues to this day 
providing assistance through M.G.L. Chapter 115. Chapter 115 benefits enables every 

single eligible Massachusetts veteran (both living and deceased) to receive certain 
financial, medical educational, employment, and other benefits earned by military 

service.  
 

STATE BENEFITS CAN INCLUDE: 
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CHAPTER 115 BENEFITS 
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EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
 MOTOR VEHICLE BENEFITS 

OUTREACH CENTERS 
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS 

SAVE PROGRAM 
SOLDIERS HOME  

WOMENS VETERANS’ NETWORK 
HOUSING SERVICES 

 
PLEASE REACH OUT TO YOUR LOCAL VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER GERRY MAGUIRE 

AT (978) 688- 9525 OR 120 MAIN ST NORTH ANDOVER  
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HIGH 
PRESHA!!

Lakes.
 The en-

ergy from 
this low 
pressure is 
transferred 
to a second-
ary low 
pressure off 
the east coast. This second-
ary development 
is caused by the 
temperature dif-
ferences between the warmer 
ocean and colder land. If this 
secondary low becomes stron-
ger than the primary low to the west we can 
see a larger impact storm. When a low pres-
sure system forms in the Gulf of Mexico 
this storm can be one to have a large impact 
on our weather. These storms get a lot of 
energy (warmth from the Gulf of Mexico 
ocean waters). The question becomes where 
does this storm track.

 When a low pressure system forms in the 
Gulf of Mexico we look to see if the north-
ern and southern jet streams will PHASE 
(joining together). If they phase. this storm 
will track close to Cape Cod & the Islands 
to possibly give us a major storm. If the jet 
streams do not phase, then this storm will 
track too far to the south to give us a major 
storm. In this case the storm will most likely 
track close enough to give the Mid-Atlantic 
region, the Washington DC area a major 
snowstorm with a miss for us. So you can 
see that whether the two jet streams phase 
or not determines how far north a coastal 
storm will track. How much phasing will 
occur this winter? This is a difficult ques-
tion which myself and other meteorologists 
cannot answer at this time. Time will tell. 
One big factor we look at during the winter 
is the high pressure system in Greenland, 
known as the Greenland high. How much of 
a factor will this high have this winter? This 
is also a difficult question to answer at this 
time. The effects of the Greenland high is to 
keep the jet stream to our south and this can 
cause cold weather to become locked into 
our region causing more snow versus rain 
for winter storms. Time will tell how much 
of a factor this Greenland high will have on 
our weather this winter. First it has to form  
and this is also difficult to tell when it will 
occur at this time. Stay tuned next month 
as we look at the weather that occurs this 
month and we will also have an outlook on 
what the winter weather may bring.

Al Kaprielian is a meteorologist who 
worked for 30 years on NH TV news includ-
ing WNDS, WBIN. email him at 7al61@
comcast.net 

 Fall is here and now in full swing. A 
lot of leaves have now fallen due to recent 
heavy rains and gusty winds. With the sun 
now lower in the sky, we will see the air 
continue to get colder with shorter days and 
longer nights. Sunsets will become much 
earlier as Daylight Savings time ended at 2 
AM Sunday November 6. 

October temperatures ran a few degrees 
below normal while precipitation was some-
what above normal. We are still in a drought 
but the recent episodes of heavy rain in Oc-
tober have helped somewhat. We are now in 
the last month of hurricane season as it will 
end on November 30. We can still see some 
mild/warm weather in November, however 
with the time of year it does not last very 
long. We will see some warmer weather 
during the first five days of the month. 

The reason for this warmer weather is the 
southeast US upper level high pressure sys-
tem which will build northward up the east 
coast. This will push the jet stream to our 
north putting us on the south side or warmer 
side. Temperatures will reach the 60‘s and 
possibly low 70’s on one of two days. 

This warm weather will not last long as a 
long wave through (upper level disturbance) 
will bring a cold front through before we 
get into the first weekend in November. 
This will trend to much cooler temperatures. 
We can also see coastal storms during the 
month of November. Some can produce 
snow even before Thanksgiving. This is not 
a prediction for this year. However, we have 
had snowstorms before Thanksgiving in the 
past. With the ocean temperatures still fairly 
mild and the land areas much colder, this 
can lead to storm development in Novem-
ber.

If a storm develops, the question then be-
comes where does it track and how intense 
will it become. Also the speed how fast the 
storm moves effects how much precipitation 
we get. Usually our coastal storms develop 
off the east coast or can even form over the 
Gulf coastal states.

If a coastal storm forms off the east coast 
to our south.,then the question becomes the 
track. If the storm tracks near or south of 
Cape Cod this will put us on the cold side 
of the storm and would result in more snow 
versus rain. If the storm tracks to our west 
then we would be on the east side of the low 
pressure which is the warmer side. 

With a westward track our winds would 
be more east/southeast and this would bring 
warmer air in from the ocean. A lot of times 
during the winter there will be a low pres-
sure system over the Ohio Valley/ Great 
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Hillary Clinton’s biggest enemy is Hillary 
Clinton.

Donald Trump may be the most se-
verely flawed Republican Party candidate 
in history and but he was able to deci-
sively defeat the entire corrupt Clinton 
machine. It’s not because he is a nuanced 
master of the political arts but rather just 
the opposite. He is a brilliant marketer and 
branding guru who saw that real people in 
this country were sick and tired of having 
the insiders and elitists wiz on their legs 
while being told that it was raining. While 
Hillary Clinton’s slogan was “I’m With 
Her” the essence of Donald Trump’s cam-
paign was “He’s With You” and that made 
all of the difference in the world.

The American people have been suffer-
ing for the past eight years as this nation 
has been ripped apart along racial and eco-
nomic lines by President Barack Obama. 
Obama seemed thrilled to be President 
but just not of the United States. For eight 
years, he’s crisscrossed the globe trashing 
our country and apologizing to our en-
emies. He’s bankrolled murderous tyrants 
bent on slaughtering us. He’s initiated and 
heralded the war on police officers and 
he’s used every opportunity to embrace 
those trying to hurt our nation’s heroes in 
uniform. Real people have seen their wag-
es go down as the Obamacare fraud was 
perpetrated on our country. Real people, 
black and white, Jews and gentiles, young, 
old, men and women were sick and tired 
of being sick and tired.

Hillary Clinton was a weak candidate 
because, in the end, her trump card was 

For well over a year, we’ve been told 
that America would make history on 
November 8, 2016. We’d be going to the 
polls and it was clear we would be elect-
ing the first woman as President of the 
United States. Over and over we heard 
that it was her time. She was entitled to 
the post and come hell or high water she 
would be given what was rightfully hers.

For her entire adult life Hillary Clinton 
had been planning, working, maneuvering 
and scheming to become the first female 
President. She knew she was entitled to 
it. She had stood by while her morally 
decrepit husband embarrassed her and hu-
miliated their daughter but she said noth-
ing because his power brought her closer 
to her dreams. She accomplished little of 
note as a Senator from New York but she 
served in the post because that moved her 
further down the line to her real goal. She 
travelled around the world as Secretary of 
State carrying out the wishes of the first 
American President to ever be seen root-
ing against our country. Did she believe 
in what she was doing? Who knows, but 
it was again designed to get her closer to 
The Oval Office.

Despite Hillary Clinton’s carefully 
crafted rhetoric about fighting for others, 
everything that she has ever done has been 
a cold calculated decision about what was 
right for her. She did not worry about any 
of the collateral damage which may have 
occurred be it literal or figurative. She 
was on a mission and if someone had to 
fall that was fine so long as it was not her. 

Jeff Katz
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

KATZ & KAPRIELIAN

KATZ: PAGE 10
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EDITORIAL - LAWRENCE
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* Assault / Battery 
* Drug Charges 
* Probation Violations

* Larceny / Embezzlement Cases 
* Wills 
* Health Care Proxy 
* Power of Attorney 
* Qualified Domestic Relations Order

worthy cause.”
The gala highlighted the growing num-

ber of homeless individuals in Lawrence 
and the increasing addiction crisis, not 
only at the state level but also in local 
neighborhoods and homes.

In attendance were State Rep. Linda 
Dean-Campbell, Methuen Councilor at 
Large; Jennifer Kannan, Methuen City 
Councilor Ron Marsan; Lawrence City 
Councilor Marc Laplante; State Sen. 
Candidate Susan Laplante, and Barbara 
Grondine and Jessica Finocchiaro, both 
who serve on the Greater Lawrence Tech-
nical School Committee.

“I am overwhelmed by the tremendous 
amount of support we have received from 
everyone who attended and helped us to 
prepare for this night,” said Carina Pappa-
lardo, CEO of The Psychological Center. 
“Thanks to the generosity of all who at-
tended this wonderful event, more people 
will be safe and warm in our shelter in-
stead of unprotected out on the streets, and 
more women will get the treatment they 
need to fight the disease of addiction.” 

Merrimack Valley Federal Credit Union, 
Pentucket Bank and Middlesex Healthcare 
Services were all supporting sponsors for 

Psychological Center Raises $50K at Local Gala
The Psychological Center, Inc. (TPC) 

is pleased to announce that its Overcom-
ing Obstacles Gala fundraiser brought in 
$50,000 to benefit homelessness, addic-
tion and recovery treatment and mental 
health services. 

More than 230 people attended the sold-
out event on Friday, Oct. 14th, which was 
generously hosted by Michael Agricola at 
Salvatore’s Restaurant. The money raised 
will benefit TPC’s programs at Daybreak 
Shelter, Pegasus House and Women’s 
View, which offers emergency shelter 
and individualized addiction treatment 
services.

Charlie Manzi, who is on the Board of 
Directors for TPC, was honored at the 
event for his contributions and dedication 
to the Merrimack Valley community. He is 
also an addiction counselor at Serenity at 
Summit in Haverhill and a marketing sales 
manager at Comfort Home Care.

“I was humbled by the outpouring of 
support and surprised by the number of 
people from the community who took 
time out of their busy lives to support The 
Psychological Center,” Manzi said. “I 
can’t thank the volunteers enough for this 
wonderful event, which will benefit such a 

the event, along with seven additional 
table sponsors.

Methuen Councilor at Large James 
Jajuga Sr. live-auctioned items like tickets 
to Disney (including airfare), a helicopter 
ride for two, Patriots tickets with a park-
ing and tailgating package, an iPhone 7 
and many more. A silent auction featured 
90 items including signed Bruins memora-
bilia, a signed baseball f rom Red Sox 
player Rick Porcello, Celtics tickets and a 
signed Steve Nelson Patriots jersey. 

In addition to the gala, The Psycho-
logical Center has other fundraising 

opportunities through its “Sponsor a Bed” 
campaign. A year-long sponsorship costs 
$1,000 and can be made in memory of 
someone or in the name of a business, 
a family or an individual. For business 
sponsors, a link to the company will ap-
pear on The Psychological Center’s web-
site for the duration of the sponsorship. 

If you are interested in making a dona-
tion to the “Sponsor a Bed” campaign or 
in general, checks can be sent to The Psy-
chological Center, 11 Union Street, Law-
rence, MA 01840, or by donating through 
The Psychological Center’s website

election on social media. 
Unlike Mitt Romney four years ago, 

Donald Trump fought back against the 
news media propaganda and “reporters” 
who betrayed their profession and their 
obligation to be objective long ago. 
MEDIA HYSTERIA, CONSEQUENCES

While the 24-7 misrepresentations 
about Trump had no effect on the voters, 
it will have lasting effects on our standing 
in the rest of the world now that Trump 
has been elected. 

These blind, partisan, media -types 
never give a single thought about how 
damaging it is for the world to think we 
now have an incoming president that they 
themselves told the world was a madman 
who hates Blacks, Latinos, and Muslims 
and cannot be trusted with the nuclear 
codes. 

These media lies have also (purposely) 
resulted in the emotional manipulated 
young people who have taken to the 
streets to protest the “racist” Donald 
Trump, whom they have been told is the 
anti-Christ by Democrats and the media 
for the last 12 months. 

They march in the streets burning 
American flags and protest the free and 
fair election of Donald Trump, chanting 
“Black Lives Matter” with signs depict-

ing Trump as Adolf Hitler and calling 
him a fascist. 

This is the same, tired, crying of wolf 
that liberals used against Ronald Reagan 
in the 80s. In fact, accusations of racism 
were used against Romney four years 
ago, and John McCain eight years ago. 
They are the same bogus claims used 
against any conservative that runs for 
high office. 

But the American people are on to 
CNN, the Democrats, and the anti-Amer-
ican, socialist movement. 

Yes, Donald Trump has said things that 
people who hold a left-wing extremist 
point of view would consider “racist” but, 
Trump’s actions over decades in business 
show he is anything but a hate monger. 
He was one of the first to integrate his 
businesses with women and blacks at the 
highest management positions, and even 
angered country club liberals when he 
was the first to allow Jews to play golf at 
his golf courses. 

This year the voters decided that facts 
matter. 

They not only ignored the news me-
dia’s anti-Trump hysteria, they repudiated 
it. 

It is also worth noting that, while 
Republicans like Mitt Romney spent their 

political career trying to perfectly posi-
tion themselves to achieve power, they 
ran like little girls every time the media 
or the Democrats tried to paint them as 
some type of hater (racist, sexist, homo-
phobe). 

Donald Trump didn’t cower when the 
corrupt news media painted him as a 
hater. 

Unlike Romney and the rest of the 
spineless Republican leadership, he stood 
up for himself and his supporters, and 
told the media to go to hell. He doubled 
down on his comments, talked about the 
issues that the American people cared 
about, like the opioid crisis, immigration, 
and jobs. 

While Donald Trump has many people 
to thank for his historic and unprec-
edented win on Election Day, the people 
he should thank the most are the liars in 
our news media who were so shameless 
in their gutter reporting that they created 
enough sympathy to put Donald Trump 
in the White House. 

In conclusion, Donald Trump exposed 
the media, the Democrats, the establish-
ment Republicans, and the Washington 
DC elites for the phonies that they are. 

Who’d have thought?

Trump Exposed the Spineless Hypocrisy of So Many
Donald Trump not only won the presi-

dential election, he got a higher number 
of Latino votes on Election Day than Mitt 
Romney did four years ago. 

He also did better with women than 
Romney, and won states that no republi-
can has won in more than 30 years. 

The fact is, the media propaganda was 
wrong. The establishment of the Repub-
lican Party was wrong. The elites in New 
York, Hollywood, and Washington DC 
were wrong. 

Why? 
CNN and the rest of the phonies who 

call themselves reporters were more in-
terested in campaigning for Hillary Clin-
ton and inventing controversies against 
Donald Trump than just doing their jobs 
and objectively reporting the news. 

Because of the media’s constant cheap 
shots at Trump, and Hollywood’s over 
the top mocking of Trump’s ideas and 
supporters, they created a huge back lash 
with voters who are tired of being told 
what to think, and even more tired of the 
news industry’s lies. 

The more CNN and the liberal in-
dustrial complex promoted the lie that 
Trump hates women, and Latinos, and 
black people, the more voters tuned them 
out and searched for real news about the 
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www.mikhailgomerdmd.com

Dr. Mikhail Gomer

Expires: 12/07/16

LennyMirra.com Cell: (978) 888-5212 - PO BOX 213, Georgetown, MA 01833

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT LENNY MIRRA

THANK
YOU!!

TO THE VOTERS AND THOSE WHO HAVE ALWAYS HAD FAITH IN ME....

LENNY MIRRA
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
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CPA & Attorney at Law
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Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
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THE ANDOVERS

Senior Events at The 
Center at Punchard 

Please pre-register for all classes at 
myactivecenter.com or call for assistance 
at (978) 623-8321. Visit us at www.
andoverseniorcenter.org or come by at 30 
Whittier Court to see our complete offer-
ings. 

Monday, November 14 from 10 a.m.to 3 
p.m.. $8 includes transportation.

Let’s go to Mann Orchards where you 
can have lunch from the Country Lunch 
Menu. You’ll find homemade pies, local 
produce, fully stocked farm store and a 
bakery. The aromas alone will draw you 
in and keep you shopping. We will also go 
to The Loop across the street and continue 
the browsing and shopping.

 Residential Lock Box
Monday, November 14th at 9:30 a.m. 

Free of charge.
Learn about the history and importance 

of the program and how you can apply to 
have a lock box installed at your home.

 Merrimack College Gender Studies 
Intergenerational program, Tuesday, No-
vember 15th from 12-2pm.

Join us as we participate in a unique 
opportunity to meet with students of Mer-
rimack College’s gender studies program 
as they interview us about our lives at a 
similar point to theirs. This is a require-
ment for their class—and reported to be 
the most meaningful assignment for most 
of the students. Participation by up to 30 
seniors would be appreciated. 

Special Thanksgiving Lunch and 
Performance with scenes from A Lion in 
Winter and Visitor from New York

Wednesday, November 16. Tickets 
by advance purchase $6. Lunch: 12pm. 
Show: 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. The performance 
includes scenes from A Lion in Winter 
& Visitor from New York. The Andover 
Cultural Council as well as the Andover 
Senior Community Friends support this 
event.

Happy Birthday to You!
Friday, November 18 at 11:30. Please 

join us in celebrating your birthday (and 
those of your friends!) the third Friday 
of every month. Let us know at the front 
desk if this is your birthday month!

Free congregate lunch for all birthdays 
this month as we launch this fun new 
program!

 Sea Festival of Trees, Salisbury Beach:
Friday, November 25, 9:30 to 3p.m. $46 

includes lunch at the Oceanside Sea Glass 
Restaurant right on Salisbury Beach. Get 
ready for a forest of sparkling holiday 
trees and wreaths, fancily decorated with 
unique and fun themes. Watch skating on 
Seaside Ice (an indoor rink), a coastal arts 
and crafts show, a giant gingerbread house 
castle display, gift and sweet shop, and 
festival café. Begin your holiday season 
with this fun trip!

 Monday, November 28th from 10-3pm.
We’re going to The Christmas Tree 

Shops, come along!!! $8 includes trans-
portation. You can have a nice day out 
with friends and enjoy the shops, the 
eateries, and the sales. The plaza also has 
a Bob’s Store, Kohl’s, NH Liquor & Wine 
Outlet, and Papa Gino’s. 

Identity Theft!
Monday, November 28 at 1:30. Free. 

Robin Cataldo, Andover Police Officer
Identity Theft is an ever-present dan-

ger—learn about skimmers, IRS scams, 
family hostage scams and most important-
ly—what to do if you are scammed.

 Walk the Gym: The Cormier Youth 
Center - Through December 22nd, every 
Tuesday and Thursday the gym will be 
open from 9 -10:30am for you to get out 
an exercise– regardless of the weather. 

 HOLIDAY FAIR: Saturday, Decem-
ber 3 from 9 am to 3 p.m. and Monday, 
December 5 from 9 am to 1 p.m.

 Please join us for our annual holiday 
fair, with garden club arrangement, live 
plants, senior crafters, vintage costume 
jewelry and much more! Food will be 
available both days. All who purchase a 
“Sounds of the Season” Holiday breakfast 
and concert ticket ($4) on December 5 
will receive a 25% discount ticket to the 
final morning of our fair (non-vendor or 
kitchen items). If you are a crafter, please 
contact Andrea to reserve a table (fee 
$30). 

Cambridge College’s New Campus at Sal’s Riverwalk

PUNCHARD: PAGE 10

Residents of Andover are being encour-
aged to review the volunteer positions 
that are available to be filled, under the “ 
Andover Talent Bank form” from the Town 
Manager’s office. 

A partial list of openings: Audit Commit-
tee, Commission of Disability, Council on 
Aging, Cultural Council, Housing Partner-
ship, Fair housing, Town Building Advisory 
Committee, Planning Board, Poet Laureate 
Committee, Scholarship Committee, Preser-
vation Commission and the Triad Council.

These Committees and Boards, are essen-
tial to well run town operations. It affords 
the citizen an opportunity to take part in the 
business of the town. The form can be found 
on the town website at: manager@ando-
verma.gov. Fill it out and return the form to 
the Town Manager’s office, 36 Bartlett St., 
Andover, Ma. 01810. It can also be faxed to 
978-623-8240. 

The Andover Historical Society located 
at 97 Main Street, Andover Center is open 
for the coming Holiday Season. The Amos 
Blanchard House will be open for tours 
and visits (check the web page for the time 
and days). It is an opportunity to step back 
in history and experience the early days of 
Andover. The Historical Society sponsors 
several special themes during the winter sea-
son. Many of the activities can be enjoyed 
by young and old alike. In the past few years 
the Memorial Hall Library at 2 North Main 
Street, Andover Center, has undergone a 
makeover. It is a great place to spend some 
time enjoying the many activities that are 
scheduled for residents, young and old. 

The Home Page for the MHL.org will 
have a complete list of current programs 
available for everyone and every interest. 
The staff of the library is on hand to make 
suggestions and offer assistance. So, a visit 
to the library will brighten even the dullest 
winter day.

Anne’s Andover Notebook
Anne Knowles 

ANDOVER COLUMNIST

 In honor of their new location, Cam-
bridge College Lawrence held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony at their new state-of-the-
art campus at The Riverwalk on October 
20, 2016.

Over fifty guests joined local business 
leaders and members of the Cambridge 
College community to celebrate the 
unveiling of the new campus. Deborah C. 
Jackson, President of Cambridge College 
was joined by Sal Lupoli, CEO of Lupoli 
Companies, Michael Bevilaqua, AVP 
at Merrimack Valley Chamber of Com-
merce, and Pedro Arce, Vice President, 
Eastern Bank, as guest speakers at the 
celebration. 

 “Cambridge College opened the doors 
to our first Lawrence campus thirteen 
years ago. We are committed to being a 
part of this community and to growing our 
partnerships with the city, local businesses 
and other institutions in Lawrence,” said 
President Jackson.

The new location offers students large 
modern classrooms, state-of-the-art 
technology, a spacious computer lab, a 
One Stop Resource center, cafe, ample 
complimentary parking, and easy access 
from major highways. 

Riverwalk Properties is a prominent 
asset of Lupoli Companies, the owner and 

developer of several mixed-use proper-
ties that encompass more than 3.6 million 
square feet of commercial space.

“We are honored that Cambridge Col-
lege has selected Riverwalk Properties as 

the location for their expansion north of 
Boston. As a leader and pioneer in adult 
learning, Cambridge College has shown 
an unparalleled commitment to the area’s 
diverse culture and we are thrilled to help 
facilitate their growth and development,” 

said Sal Lupoli.
To learn more about Cambridge College 

Lawrence, please contact Melissa Sue Fra-
sca at (617) 873-0474 or visit www.cam-
bridgecollege.edu.

Melissa Sue Frasca, Pedro Arce, President Deborah C. Jackson, Sal Lupoli, and Michael Bevilaqua
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METHUEN ~ LOWELL

Gr. Lawrence Tech Students Start 
Opioid Prevention Task Force

METHUEN - Mayor Stephen N. Zanni 
and Chief Joseph Solomon are pleased 
to report that the Methuen Police Depart-
ment hosted a series of events as part of 
National Recovery Month last month. .

The events, all of which were hosted in 
conjunction with the Community Ad-
diction Resources Engagement Ser-
vices (C.A.R.E.S) team, sought to raise 
awareness, reduce stigma, and celebrate 
individuals in recovery. C.A.R.E.S is a 
community outreach initiative within the 
police department designed to assist indi-
viduals, families and friends with the tools 
they need to fight the disease of addiction. 

On Friday, Sept. 23rd, the C.A.R.E.S. 
team hosted a candlelight vigil at Ray-
mond J. Martin Riverside Park (971 
Riverside Drive) to honor those who have 
died as a result of addiction. Over 70 
community members attended the event, 
where loved ones shared their stories of 
how addiction has impacted their lives and 
held a candlelight vigil to commemorate 
the memory of loved ones.

On Saturday, Sept. 24th, the Merrimack 
Valley Prevention and Substance Abuse 
Project (MVPASAP) held their third an-
nual Community Forum at the Timony 
Grammar School (45 Pleasant View St.). 
The event featured speakers and presen-
tations focusing on prevention, educa-

tion and advocacy, where the Methuen 
C.A.R.E.S team put up a table to provide 
resources and outreach and the department 
provided refreshments. Over 150 people 
attended the event. 

On Sunday, Sept. 25th, the C.A.R.E.S 
team hosted their first “Recovery Walk” 
at The Loop (90 Pleasant Valley St.). Co-
hosted by The Loop, the event included 
live bands, games, and guest speakers. In 
addition, vendors and community organi-
zations provided resources and education 
to those with loved ones suffering from 
the disease of addiction. Over 200 com-
munity members participated in the walk.

“The City of Methuen came together 
this weekend to tackle the disease af-
fecting our community and loved ones 
in many different ways,” Mayor Zanni 
said. “Through a collaboration of various 
community organizations, hundreds of 
residents received support, education, and 
resources to help fight both the disease 
and stigma surrounding addiction.”

“We are not only fighting to keep drugs 
off our streets, but also fighting to end the 
stigma surrounding drug addiction,” Chief 
Solomon said. “This is an epidemic - on 
local, state, and national levels - and I 
commend our officers for doing their part 
to engage with the community on such an 
important issue.”

Methuen Police C.A.R.E.S

Inspired by Methuen’s Phil Lahey, 
students at the Greater Lawrence Tech 
School have started a Drug Education 
Task Force. Lahey, a former Methuen 
Councilor and the main force in the Mer-
rimack Valley to spearhead public discus-
sions and educational forums for families 
of drug dependent individuals, says he 
believes having high school kids involved 
in solving the opioid crisis is critical. 

“It all started when I spoke to one of 
the teachers here at the GLTS, Cheryl 
Lewis. I spoke to her class and a group of 
students said they wanted to get involved. 
After I spoke, six of the students decided 
they want to start their own task force 
for prevention and abuse of opioids. So, 
the best way to start, they said, was at the 
open house this month for 7th and 8th 
graders who are coming to check out the 
school. I’m very excited because I deal 
with parents and recovering addicts; these 
kids are tough they are tough to reach but 
it’s easier with kids reaching out too.” 

Dorangely Rojas, a GLTS 12th grade 
student from Lawrence told The Valley 

Patriot that she wanted to get involved to 
make a difference in the community. “The 
schools weren’t giving us enough informa-
tion on the dangers of opioids and the opi-
oid epidemic, so I thought it was important 
to join the task force and have a positive 
affect on our community,” she said. 

Dorangely said that working with Phil 
Lahey’s task force and starting a drug 
prevention program for local kids with an 
after school program will show them the 
price you pay to be on these kind of drugs 
and what it does to them as well as their 
families and their community. Everyone 
knows someone who has gone through 
this, so anyone can be affected, it’s very 
dangerous.” 

Carla Barla a GLTS senior from Law-
rence said that what made her want to get 
involved in the task force was to help poor 
people who are addicted. 

“Being part of this makes me feel better 
about helping people. Together we can 
help reduce the amount of overdoses and 
opioid use and abuse.” 

Asked how she and her task force was 

Censorship Radio, 980WCAP Silences Conservative Talk
Conservative radio hosts John Mac-

Donald and Tom Duggan have both been 
harassed and pushed out of 980WCAP for 
their conservative views.

Conservative radio talk show host 
John MacDonald walked out of his show, 
live, on the air Tuesday morning, after 
the 980WCAP radio station owner, Sam 
Poulten, “invaded” the program to ‘redi-
rect’ the on-air conversation about Hillary 
Clinton’s emails and give the Clinton party 
line on what the host was discussing with 
his guest, Republican, Mary Burns.

“Hold on we have been invaded,” 
MacDonald said on the air as the station 
owner barged into the studio during the 
discussion. MacDonald is a self-described 
conservative Democrat.

Poulten not only hijacked the show to 
eat up MacDonald’s paid airtime, but he 
stayed for the duration of the show causing 
an on-air disagreement, and eventually 
MacDonald walking out, leaving his guest 
Mary Burns to bear the brunt of Poulten’s 
manipulative rants.

Poulten demanded that talk show hosts 
on the station not talk about Hillary Clin-
ton’s emails or other “controversies”.

“I walked out because my First Amend-
ment right of free speech was being vio-
lated,” MacDonald told The Valley Patriot 
in an exclusive interview after the show. 

“It is extremely troubling that a veteran 
like Sam Poulten would be so quick to 
trample on the First Amendment rights he 

and his fellow vets fought and died for.” 
AN EQUAL TIME DOCTRINE?
During the on-air melee, Poulten also 

misrepresented FCC regulations, claiming 
that MacDonald had violated the “Equal 
Time Doctrine” by having Republican 
State Rep. candidate Helen Brady (14 
Middlesex District) on the air, but not 
Poulten’s candidate, Democratic Rep. 
Cory Atkins. Poulten has campaigned for 
Atkins in the past and has called her “a 
close friend” on the air on several occa-
sions.

But, the “Equal Time Doctrine” for ra-
dio has not existed since President Ronald 
Reagan did away with it in the 1980s.

Poulten later admitted that he didn’t 
want candidates on talk shows 30 days 
prior to the election because he wanted 
them to pay money for the airtime, leav-
ing MacDonald to ask “is this freedom of 
speech?” before finally storming out of the 
station. “I pay for the time,” MacDonald 
said. “He has no right to tell a brokered 
program host who can and cannot be on 
the air.”

Ironically, all of this took place just 
minutes after a discussion on the First 
Amendment, where MacDonald pointed 
out how the national media was censoring 
news and commentary to slant publicity in 
favor of Hillary Clinton.

Station owner Sam Poulten is a member 
of the Massachusetts Democratic State 
Committee, is campaigning for Hillary 

Clinton for president, and has a long his-
tory of harassing conservative on-air hosts, 
as well as manipulating airtime to prevent 
conservative discussions from taking 
place. Poulten is also an elected official on 
the Nashoba Valley Tech. School Commit-
tee.

NOT THE FIRST TIME
“This is the same load of baloney he put 

Tommy Duggan through,” MacDonald 
told The Valley Patriot.

“Tommy walked out after being ha-
rassed so badly that he was losing money 
with his advertisers, and I don’t blame 
him. He had a business to run and Poulten 
was making it impossible for him to run 
it. Now, he’s doing it to me. I buy this 
time on 980WCAP because it is the only 
way you can get a conservative view on 
his democrat party controlled airwaves. I 
bring in my own paid advertisers to help 
pay for the time and I think we have all 
been ripped off. For him to continually 
harass my guests on and off air, call in and 
interrupt the flow our conversations, or 
like this week, barging into a paid program 
to give directives about what can and can’t 
be talked about on the air… it’s just unac-
ceptable. It’s unprofessional, and I’m not 
going to subject myself, my advertisers, 
or my guests to it for one minute longer. 
They should rename WCAP to WDNC for 
‘Democrat National Committee’ because 
that is what the station has become.”

All of MacDonald’s advertisers have 

pulled their ads off the station completely.
DUGGAN REDUX
Nearly a year ago to the day, Poulten 

and another member of the Democratic 
State Committee, Bob LeBlanc, drove Val-
ley Patriot publisher Tom Duggan off the 
air by constantly hijacking his brokered 
(paid) program to stop discussions that 
painted democrats in a bad light. Poulten 
even went so far as to give LeBlanc a pro-
gram right after Duggan’s so that he could 
spend two hours disputing everything 
Duggan had said during his broadcast. 

LeBlanc is the paid legal counsel for the 

Conservative radio hosts John 
MacDonald and Tom Duggan have 
both been harassed and pushed out 
of 980WCAP for their conservative 
views.

“They should rename WCAP to WDNC, for ‘Democrat National Committee’ because that is what the station has become.” ~ John MacDonald

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTE TO ELECT LINDA DEAN CAMPBELL

Linda Dean Campbell
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

THANK YOU!!
TO THE VOTERS OF METHUEN AND 

HAVERHILL THANK YOU FOR PUTTING 
YOUR FAITH IN ME ONCE AGAIN TO 

REPRESENT YOU!

OPIOIDS: PAGE 8

980WCAP: PAGE 16
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NATIONAL - LAWRENCE

What to Expect From a Trump Administration
lum decisions to the local school boards 
and will end the federal Common Core 
system. He also believes in expanding 
charter schools. If Trump keeps his word, 
local schools should see more education 
funding for local school committees to 
spend. He will also downsize the US De-
partment of Education. 

INDICTING HILLARY CLINTON
Trump’s main battle cry during the 

campaign was that Hillary Clinton broke 
the law and should be in jail. If President 
Obama doesn’t pardon her first, Trump 
will be poised to appoint an attorney 
general who will prosecute Hillary Clinton 
and most likely a lot of other people 
involved in (what is seen as) the cover up 
of her emails, pay to play scams involving 
the Clinton Foundation and maybe even 
President Obama. 

It is not beyond the realm of possibil-
ity that a Trump Attorney General will 
stop the Justice Department’s war on local 
police officers over the random incidents 
of white police officers killing black 
criminals. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT - Trump has 
stood with law enforcement against the 
domestic terror group “Black Lives Mat-
ter” that is responsible for the murder of 
at least ten police officers in Dallas, Baton 
Rouge, and New York City. Under Obama, 
those who use racism claims in order to 
commit civil unrest were encouraged by 
the president, often siding against the cops 
before knowing any of the facts. Trump 
will do the opposite. 

Also, while the Obama administration 
has taken from police needed, defensive, 
military equipment (like bullet proof vests, 
helmets, bullet proof vehicles, etc) Trump 
say he will re-equip local police depart-
ments with the tools they need to deal 
with the intensity of the crime on our city 
streets. 

He is also likely to push to make the 
murder of a police office a federal offense. 

VETERANS AND THE VA - Trump 
would be smart to put real veterans in 
charge of the VA and put in place a system 
where veterans get a health care card that 
is accepted at any health care facility in the 
country. That is what he said he wants to 
do and with a Republican Congress, and 
an impressive list of military veterans at 
his disposal, there is no reason he can’t get 
it done pretty quickly. 

You can also look for Trump to com-
pletely overhaul the military and veterans 
benefits system. 

Paying Attention!
with Tom Duggan

Lawrence Mayor Dan Rivera has or-
dered a halt of all construction on the Mer-
rimack St. project, sending workers and 
police details home on Wednesday. Rivera 
also called for a work stoppage by Colum-
bia Gas Company throughout the city.

Rivera told The Valley Patriot in an ex-
clusive interview Thursday, that he called 
for the work stoppage on Merrimack St. 
after the contractor refused to communicate 
with the city or work with the abutters of 
the construction project.

“This contractor wants to fix city streets 
and conduct business without any consid-
eration of the people who live and work 
there,” Rivera said.

Rivera “So, basically the contractor 
on the Merrimack St. project was doing 
whatever they wanted to do without talking 
to us. They were pushing out some of the 
staff on our team and not communicating 
with us about how they were doing things. 
The abutters were very upset at what they 
were doing.”

“For example, last Friday I found out on 

my own that they made a decision, without 
telling anyone, that they were shutting 
down South Union and Merrimack Streets 
for a half-day on Monday. That’s unac-
ceptable. That’s an intersection right by the 
bridge that is being shut down and none of 
the businesses or residents, much less the 
city, was told about. They were going to 
tell us the night before. I think we owe it to 
the people this project is inconveniencing 
to have open lines of communication and 
letting the people in on what’s being done 
over there.” 

Rivera says that when he called the 
contractor to get them to work with the city 
and communicate what they were going 
to do before they do it, “They hung up on 
me,” Rivera said in frustration, admitting 
he was harsh with them on the phone.

“I asked them, do you know how much 
money we are paying you on this project? 
The next thing I know they hung up.” 

Rivera says he would rather see the 
roads blocked and work done at night or 
on weekends when it will have the least 

impact on businesses and traffic. “They 
can’t communicate with us or take our 
concerns seriously, so, I did the only thing 
I thought would get their attention and I 
shut it down.”

The project is set to restart next week 
after proper notice is given to abutters and 
those affected by the closures of South 
Union and Merrimack Streets near the 
Duck Bridge.

COLUMBIA GAS IN HOT… PAVING?
Another move made by the Lawrence 

mayor this week was to order Columbia 
Gas to stop working on city streets for 30 
days. “They were digging up newly paved 
streets; we’ve been over this with them. 
They get the permits to do the work long 
before a street is to be paved, but they wait 
till after the street is paved, and then rip up 
the streets to do their work. I’ve told them 
they have to do the work on newly paved 
streets before they are paved.”

“I have a new rule. If the hot top is black 
you don’t rip it up unless it’s an emergen-
cy, and if it’s an emergency we need to be 

notified right away. The hot top only stays 
black for about 2 years. When you rip up a 
new street you cause numerous long term 
problems with potholes, plowing, the time 
and aggravation of the DPW, etc. You also 
have to re-pave the street sooner than you 
would if it wasn’t ripped up. I have been 
fighting this stuff every day of my life. At 
its core, government is incompetent. I’m 
trying to change that every day in Law-
rence. There’s no reason they can’t do their 
work before a street is paved.”

Rivera says that he does not blame the 
subcontractors actually performing the 
work, but the president of Columbia Gas 
who is not communicating the wishes of 
the city to the subcontractors.

“They think they can just do whatever 
they want, and I’m kind of tired of it. 
People already think the city doesn’t know 
what it’s doing, and here we pay millions 
of dollars for newly paved streets, and then 
pay millions more to re-pave it and repair 
potholes because it was ripped up with no 
consideration for the city.”

Rivera Halts Construction on Merrimack St. Project, Also Halts Columbia Gas Work

With all the media lies and misrepre-
sentations about Donald Trump before the 
election, it’s hard to know what was real 
and what was just made-up, anti-Trump 
hysteria. So, what will Donald Trump do 
as president? Nobody really knows the 
answer to that since he has never been 
elected to anything and doesn’t really have 
a political ideology other than being an 
avowed capitalist. 

ON IMMIGRATION
 DEPORTATIONS AND THE WALL: 

The media and Democrat Party lie about 
Donald Trump on immigration is that he 
hates Latinos, called Mexicans a bunch of 
rapists and wants to deport all Latinos. 

The truth is, Trump never said all Mexi-
cans were rapists, and never wanted to de-
port “Latinos” or “Mexicans”. The reality 
is, Trump will build a physical wall on the 
southern border with Mexico to stop the 
flow of drugs, guns, illegal aliens, slave 
merchants and criminals from flowing into 
the country in such large numbers. And 
yes, he will get Mexico to pay for the wall. 
He will also double the funding for border 
patrol and turn back illegals the minute 
they are caught.

He will most likely deport illegal aliens 
with criminal records on day one with an 
executive order. He is also quite likely to 
deport illegal aliens who have come here 
more recently. 

SANCTUARY CITIES - Trump will 
stop all federal funding for sanctuary cities 
like Lawrence, Massachusetts and San 
Francisco, CA. A sanctuary city is one 
which offers sanctuary to illegal aliens 
who commit major felonies like rape, 
murder, or domestic violence. Police de-
partments in sanctuary cities are forbidden 
from turning over such violent felons to 
the feds for deportation. 

By Trump withholding federal funds to 
such cities, local officials like Lawrence 
Mayor Dan Rivera and the Lawrence City 
Council will have a decision to make come 
January. Either they will be able to run 
their city without federal dollars, or they 
can’t. 

If they can’t (and we all know they 
can’t) they will have to stop being a 
sanctuary city and let the Lawrence police 
drain the swamp of illegal aliens who are 
also violent felons.  

Trump also says illegals who come back 
into the country after being deported will 
be put in prison before being deported 
again. Each additional time they get caught 
illegally entering the country, their prison 

sentence will increase. 
CITIZENSHIP - Trump says he will be 

happy to give citizenship to illegal aliens 
if they go back home and apply, and stand 
in line like everyone else. But, he also 
wants to make it much easier to come here 
legally with less waiting time and less red 
tape. Look for most of this to happen in his 
first year. Remember, Republicans won the 
House and the Senate. That means most of 
what Trump wants to do will get approved 
by both houses 
rather quickly. 

MUSLIMS - 
While Donald 
Trump did say 
at one time that 
he would stop 
Muslims from 
immigrating to 
the country, he 
has long backed 
off on that posi-
tion. Trump said 
as late as the 
night before the 
election, that he 
would stop im-
migration from 
countries that 
“hate us” and 
or have serious 
problems with 
Muslim terrorists. He will immediately 
suspend the Syrian refugee program which 
has brought thousands of people from the 
epicenter of the ISIS homeland to our own 
neighborhoods here at home. Trump has 
talked about “extreme vetting” of refugees 
that are allowed in so that we know who 
they are and where they are really coming 
from. 

OBAMACARE  - One of the things the 
media got right about Donald Trump is 
his stand on Obamacare. He said that on 
his first day he will begin the process of 
doing away with it, and creating a health 
care system with lower deductibles, more 
choice of doctors and plans, and competi-
tion among insurance companies across 
state lines. It will most likely be a version 
of the previous plan floated in the Repub-
lican House. 

  TAXES - There is no doubt that with 
a Republican Congress and a mandate by 
the American people, Trump is going to 
lower the corporate tax to 15% and will 
lower other taxes such as the death tax and 
personal income tax. 

ABORTION AND THE SUPREME 
COURT - We really don’t know what 
Trump will do with a Supreme Court pick 
now that he has actually won the election. 
If he keeps his word, he will appoint strict 

constitutional-
ist judges who 
will apply the 
constitution 
as written 
and intended 
by those who 
wrote it. That 
means justices 
appointed by 
Trump will 
most likely 
overturn Roe 
vs. Wade, the 
Supreme Court 
case that de-
clared the right 
of abortion on 
demand up 
to birth as a 
constitutional 
right. When 

that happens, the question of abortion will 
be left up to each state as the constitution 
initially intended. 

As for federal funding of abortion, 
Trump says he will stop it and he prob-
ably will, including defunding the abortion 
industry’s biggest abortion mill, Planned 
Parenthood. 

GUNS: He was supported by the Na-
tional Rifle Association early on and has 
promised he will appoint judges that sup-
port the original intent of the 2nd amend-
ment; the right of the individual to bear 
arms. Trump will do away with gun free 
zones, especially schools and government 
buildings. His Supreme Court picks, if true 
to form, will preserve the second amend-
ment. 

EDUCATION - Trump says he supports 
returning education spending and curricu-



8  November - 2016                     The valley PaTrioT

valleypatriot.com

“my team did something
INCREDIBLE”

- Tom Connors, 
American Training President & CEO

It took dedication, compassion, team-
work, caring, and a little WOW! Magic, 
the kind of support you only get at 
StarWorks of American Training.

Call us today to find out how you, too, can begin 
making your dreams come true with American Training. 
Call Mikaela Reynolds at 978-685-2151, x6806.

Scan here with your cell-
phone QR code reader to 
read Ashley’s story about 

finding her dream job.

Two months ago, seventeen 
people with disabilities began 
working at jobs they never 
thought possible.

6 Campanelli Drive, Andover    www.americantraininginc.com@TheOfficialATI@ATI_WOW

A few months ago, seventeen 
people with disabilities began 
working at jobs they never 
thought possible. 

THE BEST OF FACEBOOK: 4 year old Matthew Hourihan is an aspiring 
police officer who wanted to go to the police station and meet Chief 
Solomon. Matthew put on his police uniform and stopped by to spend 
some time with the Chief one day last month. Chief Solomn says he 
hopes to see Matthew in a Methuen Police uniform in the future. Follow 
the Methuen Police on Facebook: facebook.com/MethuenPolice

Tom Duggan’s Notebook

four years ago. There is something to be 
said for not crying wolf too often, but the 
Democrats and the democrat- controlled 
media never got that. 

“NASTY GIRLS” NOT ROLE 
MODELS FOR OUR DAUGHTERS 
Hillary Clinton was called “nasty” by 
Donald Trump during the debates be-
cause she kept throwing cheap shots at 
him. From there, Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren bragged about being 
“nasty” and how nasty women have had 
it “with guys like you”. Setting aside the 
fact that Senator Politically Correct was 
labeling and stereotyping “guys like you”, 
she then went on a tirade of personal in-
sults about Trump. So, let me see if I have 
this straight. Elizabeth Warren preaches 
against intolerance, labeling and stereo-
typing for other people, just not herself. 
Elizabeth Warren and Hillary Clinton said 
on the one hand that when Trump goes 
low, they go high. That is, until Trump 
got under their very thin skin and they 
decided that two wrongs make a right, de-
crying Trumps insults all the while hurling 
personal insults back at him. If any of that 
makes sense to you, you probably voted 
for Hillary. The rest of us, however, are 
just tired of the double talking, high ups in 
the Democrat Party saying one thing and 
doing another. I never supported Elizabeth 
Warren, but I did respect her. 

After watching her “performance” dur-
ing this campaign, however, I have lost all 
respect for her. She is a bad role model for 
young girls who should be told NOT to 
be “nasty” and not to hurl personal insults 
at someone, even if they have done it to 
you. Shame on the double talking Mas-

DEMOCRAT PARTY IN RUINS
Not only did Donald Trump win the 

White House but the Republican Party 
took both Houses of Congress. On top of 
that, the Democrat National committee 
saw the resignation of their chairman Deb-
by Wasserman Shultz after leaked emails 
proved she was colluding with the Clinton 
campaign to destroy Bernie Sanders in the 
primary. Her replacement, Donna Brazil, 
was fired last month from CNN (interest-
ing that she had both roles) because she 
was caught leaking the debate questions 
to Hillary Clinton. She has yet to resign 
but either way, after 8 years of ruling 
Washington DC, the Democrat Party at 
the national level is dead. In fact, for all 
their propaganda about how Trump hates 
Latinos and the lies about how Trump 
said all Mexicans were rapists, Trump got 
more Latino votes than Mitt Romney... 
you remember Mitt Romney right? He 
was also called a racist by the media and 
the democrats when he ran for president 

sachusetts Senator for being such a poor 
example for our daughters. 

DEATH OF THE RINO HUNTERS
For the last few years I have grown less 

and less tolerant of RINO hunters. What 
is a RINO hunter, you ask? RINO stands 
for Republican in Name Only. It is a slur 
used by social conservatives to label any 
republican who doesn’t agree with them 
100% on social and fiscal issues. Those 
republican snobs, who go around calling 
people RINOs, are RINO hunters. 

These RINO hunters stayed home and 
refused to support Scott Brown because he 
wasn’t conservative enough. They are, I 
say with all due respect, too blind to be on 
their own side. The result was the election 
of left wing socialist Elizabeth Warren and 
to most RINO hunters they just don’t care. 
The same thing happened when Tisei ran 
for Congress against Tierney. 

So, it was worth noticing that these 
same RINO hunters who would rather 
see Warren defeat Brown (to punish 
Brown for not being pure) were all out on 
Election Day holding signs for.... Donald 
Trump! Whether they realize it or not, the 
RINO hunters finally seem to have gotten 
it. They finally seem to have realized on 
some level that electing someone who 
agrees with you 65% is better than some-
one who agrees with you 5% of the time. 

GOAL APPLAUDS GOVERNOR’S 
COUNCIL’S BI-PARTISAN EF-
FORT ON JUDICIAL NOMINEE’S 
INVOLVEMENT IN ILLEGAL 
ENFORCEMENT ACTION - The Gun 
Owners’ Action League (GOAL) applauds 
the bi-partisan Governor’s Council who 
yesterday grilled Chris Barry-Smith, Gov. 
Baker’s judicial nominee for the state 
Superior Court, on his involvement with 
AG Healey’s July 2016 attack on the civil 
rights of hundreds of thousands of Mas-
sachusetts individuals and families that 
own firearms. Through hours of persistent 
and fair scrutiny, Barry-Smith admitted 
under oath to being at the center of the 
enforcement decision that criminalized the 
sale of legally sold firearms and rendered 
thousands of law-abiding, licensed gun 
owners “felons-in-waiting” overnight.

 This man admitted under oath to being 
complicit in a politically motivated attack 
on the civil rights of over 400,000 gun 
owning families in Massachusetts,” said 
Jim Wallace, GOAL’s Executive Director.  
“On its face, this fact makes it self-evident 
why he should have never been nomi-
nated, let alone confirmed, as a judge for 
the Commonwealth. As a judge one must 
respect the civil rights of all citizens, 
regardless of their political views.”

 GOAL has called on the Governor to 
withdraw his nomination and the Gover-
nor’s Council to vote down Barry-Smith’s 
judicial nomination due to his participa-
tion in the office’s action that invented 
an entirely new definition for so-called 
“assault” weapons. As AG Healey’s first 
assistant, GOAL believes that Barry-
Smith’s complicity in suppressing the 2nd 

AROUND THE VALLEY

VALLEY LAWMAKERS GET A PASS 
ELECTION - Several Merrimack Valley 
lawmakers ran with no opposition at all 
this year. It is pathetic that ANY lawmaker 
would run unopposed in any election, but 
even more pathetic in a presidential year. 
I know, I know, if you ask any elected 
official who runs unopposed, they will all 
say the same thing, “if nobody opposes 
you, that means the people like the job 
you are doing”.

Wrong. It doesn’t mean that at all. It’s a 
sad case of laziness in the opposition party 
or, in some cases, a resignation by the 
opposing party that the seat is lost. Either 
way it is unacceptable. 

Lawrence Rep. Frank Moran had no op-
position in either the primary or the final 
election (he rarely does). Having defeated 
more liberal, Democratic opponents in the 
primary, not one republican put their name 
on the ballot to challenge Rep. Diana 
DiZogio or State Senator Katy Ives. Re-
publican State Rep. Lenny Mirra of West 
Newbury had no Democrat opposition 
either. Of all the reps and senators in The 
Valley who did have opposition this year, 
none of them were unseated: 

LYONS VS CAMARGO
State Representative Jim Lyons (R) 

of Andover defeated his challenger, 
Army Veteran Oscar Camargo. This was 
Camargo’s second run for representative. 
Two years ago he ran against State Rep. 
Diana DiZoglio in the primary. 

CAMPBELL VS TORESSI
Linda Dean Campbell (D) of Methuen 

had no problem getting reelected after 
reports of her opponent’s criminal record 
came to light. Still, Campbell worked hard 
and campaigned to the end even though 
her victory was a foregone conclusion. 

L’ITALIEN VS. LAPLANTE
State Senator Barbara L’Italien (D) was 

reelected after defeating Sue LaPlante (R) 
in all four of the communities in her dis-
trict: Lawrence, Andover, Tewksbury, and 
Dracut. L’Italien will serve another two 
year term and will come up for reelection 
again in 2018. 

KELCOURSE VS. SULLIVAN 
Amesbury State Representative Jim 

Kelcourse (R) won a second term repre-
senting Amesbury, Salisbury, and New-
buryport. With so many partisan Demo-
crats in his district, many in the Democrat 
party thought he was ripe to be picked 
off with Hillary Clinton at the  top of the 
ticket. 

NOTEBOOK: NEXT PAGE 

going to do that, she said educating the 
public was key. 

“We are going to go to the Market 
Basket to educate people and then go to 
the homeless and talk to those who take 
drugs. We want to feed them and educate 
them so that they can get help for them-
selves and maybe help others. 

Carla says that she decided to get 
involved in the task force because of her 
personal experience with a family member 
who is addicted. “I would say I got in-

volved because of my mom. Addiction has 
had a big impact on me and my family. 

So, I figure my personal experience can 
show that family does matter and it affects 
the whole entire family. People need to 
understand that. Mom is addicted. She 
is getting help and I am helping her with 
that. But, maybe I can use our experience 
to help others understand how it affects 
their families too and we can stop other 
people from getting addicted to opioids.

OPIODS: FROM PAGE 6



November - 2016                The valley PaTrioT    9

valleypatriot.com

FREDDIE SAYS

Freddie also Says  
EAT AT THE DAILY DOSE 

CAFE at PENTUCKET MEDICAL 
IN LAWRENCE 

978-557-8601 

“If Kelly Ayotte stuck 
with Donald Trump when 
times were tough, she’d 

still be a Senator.”

cover many different topics including the 
challenges of grief and loss and planning 
for the future.

 This support group is currently being 
held in the Griffin-White meeting room 
at Merrimack Valley Hospice House, 360 
North Ave. in Haverhill, MA, on Wednes-
day mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. The group is facilitated by bereave-
ment counselor Nancy Thornton. New 
participants to this group are welcome and 
can register by calling 978-552-4528 or 
978-374-9257. 

METHUEN EXCHANGE CLUB 
AWARD DINNER will be held on 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 - 5:30pm

The Methuen Exchange Club will be 
having their 22nd Annual Awards Dinner, 
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at the 
Merrimack Valley Golf Club, 210 Howe 
St, Methuen, MA. Cocktails 5:30pm, 
dinner promptly at 6:45pm. We will honor 
a Police officer of the year, Firefighter 
of the year, and honor a business and an 
individual that proudly fly the American 
Flag daily. The Methuen Exchange Club 
is proud to announce the 2016 Book of 
Golden Deeds Winner. This year’s win-
ner is: The Merrimack Valley Prevention 
and Substance Abuse Project. Phil Lahey 
– project Manager. Mr. Lahey and his 
group provide valuable services to those 
individuals and families dealing with 
substance abuse. They include support, 
education, and referrals for professional 
services. Ticket price: $40.00 each. For 
tickets, please contact Linda Buell at 978-
618-1828, or Jack MacLeod at 978-314-
5081.

HOPE FOR MIDDLE EAST: BENE-
FIT CONCERTS TO AID REFUGEES

Paul Jernberg, Music Director of St. 
Monica and St. Lucy Parishes in Methuen, 
is pleased to announce three concerts to 
be held this November to raise funds for 
refugees and internally displaced people 
(IDPs) in the Middle East. The concerts 
will feature a choral performance of Cana-
dian-American composer Roman Hurko’s 
Liturgy No. 3, an English setting of the 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, as 
well as a beautiful sung Compline Night 
Prayer for the Feast of St. Cecilia. The 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is 
the typical Liturgy for Byzantine Catholic 
and Orthodox Christians and dates back to 
the 5th century.

 All net proceeds will be used to provide 
food, shelter, and medical assistance to 
IDPs and Christian refugees through the 
Knights of Columbus Christian Refugee 
Relief Fund, under the auspices of St. 
Monica and St. Lucy Parishes and the 
Knights of Columbus Council 14725. The 
fund was established to specifically assist 
Christians and other religious minorities, 
many of whom must stay for several years 
in temporary refugee camps. The goal of 
the concerts is to raise awareness of and 
funds for refugees and IDPs in the Middle 
East, where over 12 million people are 
in need of emergency relief assistance 
(usaid.gov). 

The concerts will feature a large, inter-
denominational choir based at St. Monica 
Parish, with over 50 singers from local 
churches and schools, including Thomas 
More College and Trivium School. “We 
are calling our group the ‘Cor Unum 
Chorale’,” says Mr. Jernberg. “The name 
Cor Unum (Latin: “of one heart”) has two 
distinct meanings for us, both of which are 
very important. Our first goal is to bring 
glory to God with one heart in prayer and 
so to tangibly live Christ’s call to unity 
today, in particular by bringing together 
the Catholic traditions with the Orthodox 
traditions.” The Chorale hopes to manifest 
Pope John Paul II’s call for the Church to 
“breathe with her two lungs.” Our second 
goal,” Mr. Jernberg continues, “is to unite 

Amendment civil rights of almost half a 
million Massachusetts residents, plus his 
complete lack of trial experience, renders 
his judicial qualifications highly suspect.

HAMPSTEAD ACADEMY SUP-
PORTS CHILDREN’S MIRACLE 
NETWORK - The Hampstead Academy 
community came out in full force to 
support the Children’s Miracle Network 
“Run for the Kids” last month, at Paw-
tuckaway State Park in New Hampshire. 
Coach and PE teacher Drew Steadman, 
5th grade student Jake Matarese, 6th grade 
student Jennifer Pei, and 8th grade student 
Nicholas Lamy all won their respec-
tive age groups. We would also like to 
extend extra congratulations to 8th grader 
Nicholas Lamy who came in first not only 
in his age group, but first out of all of the 
competitors!! Great job!

Congratulations to the runners and 
thank you to all who came out to support 
our Cross Country Team as they gave 
it their all to support a great cause for 
children. 

METHUEN ANNUAL HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR - Methuen Spec Ed Parent 
Advisory Council Assoc is holding their 
fourth annual Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, 
November 26 at the Nevin’s Memorial Li-
brary, Broadway, Methuen, MA. The fair 
runs from 10 AM until 3 PM in the Great 
Hall. Over 25 vendors will be coming so 
you’re sure to find that perfect gift! The 
library will be providing a fun holiday 
story and craft for kids around 11 AM 
so the adults can feel free to shop. There 
will also be a 50/50 Raffle & a delicious 
Bake Table with items made by our very 
many parent volunteers. Methuen SEPAC 
Association is a non-profit organization 
which supports the Methuen SEPAC in 
their mission to provide informative meet-
ings for parents, caregivers, & all with an 
interest in Spec Ed and to hold fun year 
round events for all.

GRIEF SUPPORT, MMV HOSPICE
Have you recently lost a parent, spouse, 

child or other family member and are 
grieving the loss? Do you think you would 
benefit from support in your grief, but 
you’re not sure where to turn? Merrimack 
Valley Hospice is offering a free, ongo-
ing support group for anyone who has 
recently experienced the loss of a loved 
one. Co-sponsored with H.L. Farmer & 
Sons Funeral Homes Aftercare Program, 
this group is designed to help participants 
understand the grief process, share their 
experience, and support each other in 
a facilitated environment. Sessions are 
tailored to meet the group’s needs and will 

AROUND THE VALLEY

NOTEBOOK: PAGE 13

THE BEST OF FACEBOOK: Posted by Mickey Lamarre of Dracut.  
“So proud of Dracut police officer Zach Coleman and his K9 partner Viper! 
They located a missing 18 year old autistic boy at around midnight last 
night, literally saving his life.”

Last month, Congressman Niki Tsongas visited one of the Greater Lawrence 
Community Action Council, Inc. Head Start centers in Lawrence. Highlighting the 
importance of early literacy, Congresswoman Tsongas read books to, and interacted 
with preschool children and educators. She also toured the many programs and 
spoke with staff. 
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NEW - HAMPSHIRE - SALISBUY

“Sounds of the Season”
Monday, December 5th, Breakfast and 

Concert at 8:30; $4. Enjoy holiday music 
and merriment with our very own Sun-
rise Singers & Rhythm-Aires! Any ticket 
holder gets a 25% off certificate for any 
purchase at our holiday fair, which ends 
that morning at 1pm.! 

All semester exercise classes are now 
registering for the late fall/winter sessions. 
For complete listings visit www.ando-
verseniorcenter.org. Drop by or call us for 
information at (978)623-8321. All classes 
are held at the Center at Punchard at 30 
Whittier Court and are open to the entire 
community as space allows.

 PUNCHARD: FROM PAGE 5

NH ELECTION RESULTS
WINDHAM

PRESIDENT 
Trump 4,825 
Clinton 3,507

GOVERNOR 
Sununu 5,447 

Van Ostern 2,998

US SENATE 
Ayotte 5,226  

Maggie Hassan 3,382

CONGRESS 
Jim Lawrence R 4,887  
Ann McLane Kuster D 

3,280

STATE SENATE 
Regina Birdsell R 4,716  

Kristi St. Laurent D 3,606

LONDONDERRY
PRESIDENT

Trump 7,338 
Clinton 5,968 
Johnson 647 
Write-In 237 
Blanks 130 

Stein 81 
De la Fuente 15

 GOVERNOR

Chris Sununu 7,668 
Colin Van Ostern 5,536 

Max Abramson 591 
Blanks 567 
Write-In 5

 SENATE 
Kelly Ayotte 7,654 

Maggie Hassan 5,956 
Aaron Day 344 

Blank 240 
Brian Cahbot 208 

Write-In 14 

CONGRESS 
Frank Guinta 6,606 

Carol Shea-Porter 5,531 
Shawn P. O’Connor 1,246 

Blanks 557 
Brendan Kelly 235 

Robert Lombardo 227 
Write-In 14

her anatomy. We have to have a woman 
elected as President was the totality of her 
campaign. She made clear that she would 
continue the failed Obama policies and in 
fact would double down and expand many 
of them. Real people regardless of gender 
saw the tragedy such actions would create. 
She continually worked to divide Ameri-
cans against each other and during the 
campaign she placed hard working Ameri-
cans in to baskets of deplorables. She 
made clear time and again that she was 
smarter than all of us and she was entitled 
to be President and it was best that we 
all fall in line. Laws did not apply to her. 
Rules were for others. She operated from 

on high and never let the peasants forget 
that she was above them. She wasn’t just 
arrogant and condescending; she was the 
poster child for hubris.

Sure, people had grave concerns about 
the Supreme Court.  Americans were wor-
ried about the very future of this country. 
In the end, real people were worried about 
the damage that could be done by a Presi-
dent who possessed no discernible ethics 
or moral compass and they were willing 
to take a chance electing a President who, 
despite all of his past ugly and uncomfort-
able language, sincerely seems anxious 
to help everyone and work tirelessly to 
restore America’s greatness.

 KATZ: FROM PAGE 2

EXEC. COUNCILOR 
Joseph Kelly Levasseur 6,792 

Chris Pappas 5,642 
Blanks 1,206 

Richard Tomasso 740 
Write-In 10

 STATE SENATE 
Sharon M. Carson 8,010 
Tammy Siekmann 4,752 

Blanks 1,607 
Write-In 21

STATE REPS.  
Blanks 24,810 

David C. Lundgren 6,964 
Betsy McKinney 6,701 

Al Baldasaro 6,558 
Bob Rimol 6,367 

Sherman Packard 6,357 
Martin N. Bove 6,295 
Doug Thomas 5,978 
Anne Warner 4,910 
Ted Combes 4,770 

Robin Skudlarek 4,495 
Barb Hynes 4367 

Gary Vermillion 4,254 
Paul Skudlarek 3,902 
Alexander Rego 3,874 

Write-In 128

SHERIFF 
Michael G. Hureau 9,805 

Blanks 4,449 
Write-In 136 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Patricia Conway 7,918 

Norman J. Patenaude 4,618 
Blanks 1,830

DERRY
PRESIDENT 

Donald J. Trump 9,237 
Hillary Clinton 6,825 

Gary Johnson 715 
Jill Stein123 

De la Fuente 13

GOVERNOR  
Chris Sununu 9,065 

Colin Van Ostern 6,519 
Max Abramson 945  

SENATE 
Kelly Ayotte 8,721 

Maggie Hassan 7,211

Aaron Day 594 
Brian Chabot 394

 CONGRESS

Frank Guinta 7,779 
Shea-Porter 6,359 
O’Connor 1,594 

Brendan Kelly 405 
Robert Lombardo 358

EXEC COUNCIL 

Prescott 8,461 
Roth 6,532

STATE SENATE

Birdsell 8,508 
St. Laurent 6,50 

STATE REPS.  

Katsakiores 7,659 
Willis 7,248 

O’Connor 7,182 
Dowling 7,071 
Jim Webb 7,014 

Chirichiello 6,885 
Frank Saparelo 6,483 
Richard P. Tripp 6,360 

David E. Milz 6,33 
Bob Fesh 5,938 

Mary L. Till 5,644 
Mary Eisner 5,892 

Cuenca 5,492 
Scott Jones 5,259 

Cooper 4,853 
Potucek 164

SHERIFF 
Hureau 11,414

COUNTY ATTY

Conway 9,418 
Patenaude 5,453

COUNTY 
TREASURER

Buck 8,339 
Ahearn 6,250

REG OF DEEDS 

Cathy Stacey 9,248 
Thomas 5,363

PROBATE 
Donna Sytek 8,945 

Bob Davidson 5,688

PRESIDENT 
Trump 9,312 
Clinton 6,068

GOVERNOR 
Chris Sununu 9343 

Colin Van Ostern 5516 
Blank  829 

Max Abramson  677 
Write-in  57

SENATE 
Kelly Ayotte 8,714 

Maggie Hassan 6,427 
Blank    507 

Aaron Day    499 
Brian Chabot    257 

Write-in      18

CONGRESS 
Lawrence 8,084 

Kuster 6,143 
Blank 1,360 

John J Babiarz    817 
Write-in   18

EXEC COUNCIL 
Russell Prescott 7,791 

Beth Roth 6,577 
Blank 2,036 
Write-in 18

SALEM,NH ELECTION RESULTS
STATE SENATE 

Chuck Morse 8,817 
Richard J. O'Shaughnessy 6,092 

Blank 1,497 
Write-in 16

STATE REPRESENTATIVES 
Blank 56,704 

Ronald J. Belanger   7,528 
Gary S. Azarian    7,373 

John Sytek    7,260 
Bob Elliott    7,110 

Fred Doucette    7,041 
Betty I. Gay    7,034 

John J. Manning    6,640 
Arthur E. Barnes III    6,594 

John Janigian    6,338 
Eleanor Carpenito   5,179 
Bonnie L. Wright   5,04 
Carla Billingham   4,659 

Sean Lewis   4,598 
Camron Iannalfo    4,534 

Scott G. Abercrombie    4,000 
Write-in 166 

SHERIFF 
Michael G. Hureau 11,393 

Blank    4,91 
Write-in      113

At Annual Town Meeting, Article 18 
(Sewer User Fees charged by Actual 
Metered Water Method) the Selectmen/
Sewer Commissioners voted against the 
interests of the single families, seniors and 
those who conserve water in the Town of 
Salisbury.  

According to them, it is perfectly fair 
for the Town of Salisbury to charge senior 
citizens $480 a year (for 20,000 gallons 
of water) to use the sewer and “flush the 
toilet” . They also think it is fair to charge 
a family of 5 (who might use over 60,000 
gallons of water) the same $480 a year. 

By their vote, the Selectmen showed a 
bias against a “certain” group of mi-
norities in favor of a “cash cow” for the 
Sewer Enterprise Fund. They did this by 
overcharging single family households,  
those who conserve, senior citizens, small 
families,  small businesses and seasonal 
properties. 

The US EPA recommends estimating 
average much less.

If a household uses less than 60,000 
gallons per year, they are overcharged 
because the town uses the flat fee method 
(currently $480 year per unit). 

Kevin Henderson (of the Warrant 
Advisory Board) spoke at the meeting 
and incorrectly lead people to believe that 
the issue being discussed was charging 
seasonal vs. year round users. 

In order for a fair and equitable sys-
tem of charging for sewer use, each user 
should be billed by the wastewater pro-
cessed according to each users water. 

Sewer user fees are paid by choice for 
use of sewer system – it is not a tax.  

Selectman, Chuck Takesian said he was 
in favor of ‘actual water’ method and that 
the selectmen will be “studying” this.  As 
a side note: the Town has been “studying” 
this since 1990. That’s 26 YEARS.

For Valley Patriot readers who remem-
ber the September, 2016 story “Harrington 

Softens” on sewer usage – he appears 
to have changed his mind since facing 
Salisbury Citizens for Change. When 
Manager Harrington had a chance to fol-
low with what he said at that meeting, he 
did exactly as his critics predicted, and he 
hardened his stance on the issue. Years of 
complaints by town residents about the 
way Salisbury charges for sewer user fees 
have fallen on deaf ears once again. 

At the actual Town Meeting, Town 
Manager Neil Harrington incorrectly 
claimed that the vote that night was to 
change the “rate”, adding that only the 
selectmen can determine the rate. This, 
despite the warrant article clearly spelling 
out that the “rate” was used to determine 
the bill for each user based on their actual 
water usage.  

Town Counsel Thomas McEnaney also 
mentioned the “rate” was determined by 
the selectmen and based on his “opinion” 
of the statute.  

Gracemarie Tomaselli, the petitioner 
of  the warrant article, read Massachu-
setts General Laws to the voters: “…but 
the charge shall be assessed in a fair and 
equitable manner”.  Both McEnaney and 
Harrington refused to address the correc-
tion of their previous statements. 

During the discussion several people 
left Town Meeting under the impression 
that the issue was not going to be voted 
on. 

Tomaselli then explained that way the 
town charges now is the same as having 
four people going to dinner where one 
person has lobster, and everyone else has 
hamburger, but the guy who had lobster 
wants to split the bill evenly. 

The vote was 77 against the article, 75 
in favor. While members of Town meet-
ing called for a recount, Town Moderator 
Jerry Klima rushed to adjourn the meet-
ing. 

Changing Sewer-User Fees 
Rejected By Town Meeting

valleypatriot.com
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Pool & Darts
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OPEN 
YEAR ROUND

LIVE BANDS 
FRI-SUN

8 Ocean Front, Salisbury Beach, MA
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Cool Breezes, Overlooking the Water 
join the thousands of people who return and enjoy Markey’s

Route 286, Seabrook NH

Open Mon. Thru Sun. 11AM - Tommy and Joyce Welcome You!

LOBSTER POOL
~Delicious~

1-603-474-2851
Route 286, Seabrook NH

Pick up your Valley Patriot all YEAR at Markey’s

Markey’s

Office: 978-689-8006
Fax: 1-866-284-2733 
Cell: 978-852-5481  
  

www.prufirstchoice.com

Dave Guselli
Realtor 184 Pleasant Valley Street, Suite 1-101, Methuen, MA 01844

daveg@prufirstchoice.com

Rock Solid in Real Estate
2010 J.D. Powers Award Winner

Methuen’s FY12 
budget was passed in 
June, and it is takes 
a balanced approach 
to Methuen’s needs, 
keeping Methuen 
affordable while 
maintaining the vital 
public safety and 
educational needs of 
our community. Let 
us look at some of the 
drivers of municipal 
spending, and 
how the municipal 
“budget busters” have 
created fiscal pressure 
on all Massachusetts 
communities. 

In Methuen 
the budget, since 
2006, has seen the following 
trends:

* State Aid down over $900,000
* The City Contribution to net 
school spending is up by over 
$4,300,000
* Health Care Spending is up by 
over $5,400,000.
* Pension Costs are up by over 
$2,400,000.
* Vocational School Spending is up 
over $1,000,000.

Those budget drivers are instructive, 
for when you look at our utilization 
of levy during the six year period the 
problems inherent in municipal finance 
become apparent. Over the six year 
period our use of levy has grown by some 
$12,300,000. During that period we have 
had new growth of $5,600,000. Existing 
levy growth would total $6,700,000 
($12 million less the new growth of $5.6 
million.) When you then deduct health 
care, pension, and school spending you 
actually arrive at a negative number for 
levy growth. We have managed, through 
the years, to maintain services in light of 
that by utilization of one time revenues 
and by keeping a close lid on municipal 
spending. How close of a lid? Since 2009 
municipal side spending has declined by 
over $6 million dollars.

As we arrive at the FY12 Budget we 
continue to hold the line on City side 
municipal spending. But the challenges 
to us are great. Before we begin the fiscal 
cycle our excess levy capacity balloons 
to approximately $6.2 million dollars. 
We have made a decision to utilize this 
capacity as a “reserve”, which has allowed 
us to lighten the tax load on residential 
taxpayers. But as the six year trend shows 
it is not possible to continue without 

some utilization 
of the levy. In 
this cycle we 
are faced with 
mandatory 
increases in 
the following 
areas. Methuen 
Public Schools 
net school 
spending will 
rise by about 
$500,000, while 
the Vocational 
School will also 
rise by $500,000. 
Employees are 
contractually 
entitled to a 
return of their 
givebacks of the 

last two years, which totals about $1.5 
million dollars. Even with that the City 
has benefited by virtue of using attrition 
and early retirement to reduce the city side 
head count, which reduced our giveback 
obligation by some $400,000.

The city side work force has been 
reduced by 10% over the last six years, 
by attrition. In reducing headcount in 
this fashion we have avoided having 
to fund unemployment benefits, while 
maintaining core services. A couple of 
figures of note: Our Fire Department is 
down by ten firefighters, our Police force 
is down by two patrolman, with two 
more out on long term disability. Our 
DPW has been cut by about a million 
dollars since 2006. In this budget I have 
restored the Police Patrol contingent to 
that recommended by the Chief. On the 
Fire side I have recommended the addition 
of five firefighters over the existing level, 
which has been reduced by attrition and 
by early retirement. The choice we face is 
between replacing the retired firefighters 
or increasing the allocation for overtime. 
My recommended staffing level will leave 
us short of the request from Chief Buote, 
but will allow us to maintain adequate fire 
services to the residents of Methuen.

This budget manages to increase 
resources to public safety, purchase some 
badly needed public safety equipment, and 
maintain services to our citizens, all while 
remaining over $2 million dollars below 
the Proposition 2.5 levy limit. While we 
are doing all of that we are funding a $100 
million dollar renovation and expansion of 
Methuen High School within our existing 
levy capacity. My budget balances our 
fundamental need for services with our 
responsibility to be conservative stewards 
of taxpayer dollars. If you have any 
questions or concerns please drop me a 
line at wmmanzi@ci.methuen.ma.us. Visit 
my blog at www.billmanzi.com. 

Addressing the city budget

METHUEN
From the desk of Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi

Councilor at Large (Elect 3)
 

Jennifer Kannan*
Michael Condon
Joyce Campagnone*
Dorothy Kalil

West Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

James Hajjar* 
Sean Fountain
Jeanne Pappalardo*
 

East Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)
 

Joseph Leone
Ron Marsan
Patricia Uliano*
Tom Ciulla

 
Central Dist. Councilor (Elect 2)

David Lavalee
Fadi Chahine
Lisa Yarid Ferry
Jamie Atkinson
 

School Committee (Elect 6)
 

Robert Vogler*  
Barbara Grondine*
Lynn Hajjar Kumm
Mary Jean Fawcett
Jeri-An Batal
Lorie Aliano
Paul Downing
Evan Chaisson*
Eunice Delice
Deborah Quinn

Tech Sch. Committee (Elect 2)

Thomas Grondine*
Kenneth Henrick

Housing Authority (Elect 2)

Robert Sheehan*
Joseph Leone

Nevins Library Trustees (Elect 2)

Arthur Nicholson*
Josephine Napolitano*

Candidates for Office

Al DiNuccio     Ken Willette     Steve Zanni

Candidates for Mayor

The deadline for taking out papers is Friday July 29th. Papers must be 
returned by Tuesday August 2nd at 5:00 p.m.

City Council At Large
METHUEN

ELECT

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT MIKE CONDON

Mike Condon

Borrellisdeli.com

322 Merrimack St. Methuen, MA. 01844 
Phone: (978) 687-2306
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best for the future of their land parcels.
Expansion of the tax credit is a wise 

investment because preserved open space, 
rich in natural resources, has many public 
benefits which cannot be replicated once 
that land is permanently developed. These 
benefits include expanded outdoor recre-
ational opportunities for local residents, 
curbed municipal costs related to suburban 
sprawl, preservation of rural character 
in communities, protection of drinking 
water resources, maintained farmland for 
food production, and the conservation of 
wildlife habitat.

Current zoning laws have resulted in 
more and more outward development be-
yond urban areas, threatening open spaces. 
In fact, the U.S. Forest Service recently 
named the Merrimack River watershed 
as the most threatened in the nation due 
to the loss of surrounding forest acreage, 
which would typically filter polluted runoff 
from more-populated areas before water 
reaches the river. Over 600,000 residents 
in the Merrimack Valley draw their water 
from the Merrimack, including the City 
of Methuen. Changing zoning laws at the 
state and municipal level can be a time-
consuming and often lengthy process. 
However, expansion of this tax credit pro-
gram is a straightforward and expeditious 
tool to address conservation goals zoning 
often strives to address. 

Moreover, Massachusetts currently 
maintains many other types of more 
expensive tax credit programs, where the 
benefits are much more speculative and 
less directly helpful to the public interest. 
Let’s raise the cap on the state’s Conserva-
tion Land Tax Credit Program. 

If this is an initiative you too support, 
your advocacy for this bill to be a state pri-
ority will make a real difference in making 
this proposal a reality.

Senator O’Connor Ives can be reached 
at KATHLEEN.OCONNORIVES@
MASENATE.GOV. More information on 
her work is available on her Senate Office 
website: www.oconnorives.com

First, the DA can’t prove that a worker 
is stealing from this city because the City 
of Lawrence hires incompetents and can’t 
keep records. Please put this city into 
receivership!

Secondly, when politicians argue for a 
path to citizenship for illegal immigrants 
and say “Of course we will make them 
learn English,” they’re lying. Mr. Garcia 
needed an interpreter for his trial and testi-
fied that he only knows one or two words 
in English, yet he also testified that he took 
English classes and became an American 
citizen.

The only time we hear from council-
ors about the importance of learning and 
speaking English is when the Community 
Development Block Grants are awarded. 
Then many local non profits get money for 
teaching ESL classes because “learning 
English is so important.” Other times, when 
there are five people in a row that can’t 
speak English testifying at a public hearing, 
the councilors that love handing out the 
money just smile and shake their heads in a 
condescending manner.

The last thing I learned was that people 
waiting for trial move around a lot. Mr. 
Garcia testified at his October trial that he 
lived in West Bridgewater. He must have 
just moved there since he voted in Law-
rence this September. I’ll bet he’s moved 
back to Lawrence in time for the November 
8th election and then, who knows where 
he’ll be “living” until election time rolls 
around again.

Information regarding Mr. Garcia’s 
testimony was taken from the tweets of Jill 
Harmaciniski of The Eagle-Tribune.

In other news, at the first council meet-
ing of October the position of homeless 
coordinator was approved. Councilor Mal-
donado again made it clear that although 
we welcome illegal immigrants, homeless 
Americans from other towns ARE NOT 
welcome here. 

During the discussion of this matter, 
Councilor Alvarez-Rodriguez remarked that 
many people receiving rental assistance in 
Lawrence go through other cities housing 
authorities, causing Lawrence to lose out on 
the income from administration.

I mention this for two reasons.
First, the subject under discussion was 

the ordinance creating the homeless coor-
dinator position, not any housing authority. 
Discussion is supposed to be limited to 
the item at hand. Untold time is wasted at 
council meetings going off on a tangent. 
This erodes the transparency of govern-
ment.

Second, I spoke to a person who has 

experience with both the Methuen and 
Lawrence Housing Authorities. They said 
that the Methuen Housing Authority is just 
better than its counterpart in Lawrence, 
giving more complete information about 
housing opportunities in the entire area 
whereas Lawrence was more Lawrence 
oriented. Also, in Lawrence, newly arrived 
immigrants are placed at the top of the list, 
leaving the rest of the applicants with a 
longer wait. That’s why they went through 
Methuen.

It seems that with early voting, the 
campaign laws don’t apply. Generally 
electioneering is not allowed within 150 ft 
of an entrance to a polling location. When 
Dave Abdoo was running for mayor against 
Lantigua my husband had a large Abdoo 
sign on his truck. He was not allowed to 
park within 150 ft of entrances to City Hall 
during the absentee voting period because 
City Hall was a polling location.

There appear to be no such laws regard-
ing early voting. Candidates and their 
surrogates hover around the building’s 
entrance to talk to people. This will be a 
disaster during city elections. You won’t 
be able to visit City Hall without running 
a gauntlet of candidates. This is a terrible 
idea.

I heard that Susan Laplante, the Repub-
lican candidate for State Senate, was trying 
to film outside City Hall one day and sup-
porters of her rival Barbara L’Italien acted 
like imbeciles and bullies trying to disrupt 
the shoot. Ahh, the party of tolerance.

A relative of a certain city councilor may 
be running for a council seat of their own. 
During the summer I saw a change in this 
person’s behavior on social media and have 
been waiting to hear rumors. Now I have. 
We do not need the council to be a family 
affair. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

LAWRENCE - METHUEN

* Corporate Catering
* Office Parties
* Family Parties
* Wedding Parties
* Party Platters
* Homemade Sausages
* Calzones... 

Deli Catering Headquarters
Daily Lunch 

Specials

BEST 
RICE BALLS 
ANYWHERE!

North End DeliTheNorthEndDeli.com calzonecity.com

95 Common St., Lawrence, MA - phone - 978.688.3539 fax 978.688.3559

KATHY’S LAWRENCE NOTEBOOK

Kathy Runge 
LAWRENCE COLUMNIST

IN YOUR CORNER WITH SENATOR KATY IVES

Leading up to the beginning of a new 
formal legislative session in January, I’m 
focusing in on which bills will be priori-
ties for me to file, re-file and co-sponsor. 
My column over these next months will be 
focused on a number of those bills. 

This month’s column is focused on a bill 
I co-sponsored last session—House Bill 
2585, “An Act Relative To Land Conserva-
tion Incentives,” filed by Representative 
Stephen Kulik, which would expand the 
state’s Conservation Land Tax Credit Pro-
gram by increasing the state’s cap from $2 
million to $5 million a year.

Massachusetts created the Conservation 
Land Tax Credit Program in 2011 with the 
goal of increasing the donation of property 
by landowners for conservation purposes. 
Under the program, land donations must 
be made to governmental entities such as 
municipalities, or private conservation 
corporations such as non-profit organiza-
tions, that have the resources necessary 
to provide stewardship of the conserved 
lands. These properties must contain an im-
portant natural resource such as forestland, 
drinking water assets, and sensitive natural 
habitats. In exchange for eligible proper-
ties, landowners are provided a tax credit 
valued at 50% of their land’s value. The in-
dividual tax credit is capped at a maximum 
$75,000 per donation, while the state-wide 
limit for the program overall is limited to 
$2 million per year. 

Since 2011, the program has helped pre-
serve over 10,000 acres of land in Massa-
chusetts. Between 2011 and 2016, the state 
received land donations valued at over 
$46.3 million at a cost of $10.7 million in 
tax credits, representing a significant return 
on investment. However, there are cur-
rently more than 87 applications for land 
transfers under the program awaiting state 
approval, representing $5 million in state 
tax credits, and encompassing 3,500 acres, 
including over 100 acres of land in the 
Merrimack Valley. 

Increasing the current $2 million an-
nual cap to $5 million would address the 
existing waitlist of landowners whom 
have applied under the program, and also 
encourage greater conservation planning in 
the future. 

As many as 14 states in the region have 
some kind of land conservation tax credit 
programs, including New York and Con-
necticut. Many of these states’ programs 
also have much larger caps, or no an-
nual caps or other restrictions, to prevent 
residents from participating in the state’s 
conservation goals. This allows residents to 
have more freedom to do what they think is 

2017-2018 Legislative Session: 
Expanding Land Conservation

Kathleen O’Connor Ives 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE SENATOR

Things We All Learned From  
The Justo Garcia Trial
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NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE OPENS REGISTRATION 
FOR WINTER INTERSESSION - 
Looking to catch up on college credits 
over winter break or get ahead? North-
ern Essex Community College is now 
registering students for its third annual 
winter intersession, a series of accelerated 
credit courses offered online or on campus 
throughout the month of January.

The intersession is open to NECC 
students and students from other colleges 
or universities. It offers a range of credit, 
general-education courses.

Both online and on-campus options are 
available.

Most courses are suitable for a wide 
range of majors and fulfill core liberal arts 
requirements at two-year and four-year 
institutions. This year’s online intersession 
courses will include accounting classes, 
cultural anthropology, human nutrition 
and health, micro and micro economics, 
technical writing, intro to music, as well 
as other courses.

Online courses will run January 3 
through January 30.  On-campus courses 
will meet for 10 days, January 3 through 
16, Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. 
to mid-afternoon on NECC’s Lawrence 
Riverwalk campus. Please see the inter-
session schedule at www.necc.mass.edu/
winter-intersession for more information.

Northern Essex offers over 70 associate 
degrees and certificates in fields such as 
liberal arts, health care, criminal justice, 
computer science, technology and engi-
neering, arts & design, and much more. 
Classes and programs are offered days, 
evenings, weekends, and online. Campus-
es are in Haverhill and Lawrence.

To learn more, please visit www.necc.
mass.edu or contact enrollment services 
at 978-556-3700 or at admissions@necc.
mass.edu.

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

www.valley-monuments.com

















 

 




































































354 Merrimack St., at Sal’s Riverwalk  
Lawrence, MA 01843

Tel. 978.685.9700 * Fax 978.685.9701
MA Mortgage Broker #MB 4520  

• Licensed by the NH Banking Dept.
ME#CSO11110 * NMLS ID 1964

www.firstinteg.com

24-hr. -Cell: (978) 771-2906

Steve  
Sirmaian

Chief Operations  
Manager
MLO 3520

steve@firstinteg.comSteve@firstinteg.com

1111 Riverside Drive, Methuen, MA 01844
Email Us at info@valley-monuments.com

Phone: 978.685.8500 - Fax: 978.685.8510

Monuments 
Cemetery Lettering 

Markers 
Carvings 

Sculptures, & Etchings 
Monument Cleaning
Landscape Granite 

Accessories

BUSINESS HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9-5pm, Sat: 8-12pm
Or any time by appointment.

www.valley-monuments.com

ROYAL House of ROAST BEEFROYAL House of ROAST BEEF
464 Lowell St - Methuen

All tips are donated to someone in need @ St. Anne’s Orphanage

Home made (house) dressing!

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Pizza, Exceptional Seafood, 
Subs, Hot Sandwiches, 

Hamburgers, Salads 

Family Owned!
20 years in the community

(978) 794-4996(978) 794-4996

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

OPEN
Sun to Wed -  10:30AM-9PM

Thurs to Sat 10:30AM - 10PM

advertise in the Valley Patriot
Call 978-771-4091

See our ad rates at valleypatriot.com

Subs - Lunch - Dinners - Ice Cream - Slushies - Desserts - Hot Coffees & Sodas

STAR Pizza

15 First Street - N. ANDOVER - Across from Town Hall - Downtown

Family Restaurant

WE DELIVER!
... BREAKFAST TOO!!!

Catering Services  
Available

(978) 683-0472(978) 683-0472
Fax (978) 689-4966

BREAKFAST SERVED!!
6am-3pm

www.Starpizzaofnorthandover.com

 MORE BANG FOR YOUR BUCK

Ellen Anna 
Wright

CPA & Attorney at Law

“Your One-Stop 
Law Office”

1830 Main St., Tewksbury
(next to Planet Fitness)

978-851-2291
www.getmemyrefundnow.com

Specializing In:
•	Tax	Debt	Settlement
•	Divorce	&	Family	Law
•	Personal	Injury
•	Worker’s	Compensation
•	Civil	Disputes
•	Real	Estate

$25
OFF

FREE
Legal Consultation

with this coupon

Tax 
Return

with this 
coupon

Max Tax 
Refunds!

Compare 
our prices 

to H&R 
Block

Translator available by appointment

ANY DATE (EXAMPLE: 2012) 
ENGRAVED $75

SIMILAR SAVINGS ON 
ALL ENGRAVING

AROUND THE VALLEY 

OMNI
Digital Printers

Mention	this	ad	and	receive	10%	OFF	your	order.	

287 Appleton Street, LOWELL, MA 01852 
Tel: 978.459.2109  •  Fax: 978.452.8879 

Email: lowell@omnidp.com 
MON-FRI 8:30AM-5:30PM 

92 South Broadway, LAWRENCE, MA 01843 
Tel: 978.686.3875  •  Fax: 978.683.9941 

Email: lawrence@omnidp.com 
MON-FRI 8AM-6PM & SAT 9:30AM-2PM 

VISIT US ON THE WEB 
www.omnidp.com 

BEST	
COMPETITIVE		

PRICES!	

FAST B&W or Color Prints 
Mailing Services 
B&W or Color Scanning

Graphic Design Services 
Stationery, Brochures, Flyers  
Business Cards, Postcards 
Binding & Finishing 

Blue Prints, Color Posters, Outdoor Signs & Banners 
Wedding & Special Occasion Invitations 
Local FREE Pick-Up & Delivery . . . . . and much more! 

Hablamos 

Español 

NOTEBOOK: FROM PAGE 11

our hearts to those of our brothers and 
sisters in great need, and to offer whatever 
concrete help we can.” 

The concerts will be presented on 
Friday, November 18 at 7:00 pm at St. 
Mary Star of the Sea Catholic Church in 
Beverly, MA, on Sunday, November 20 at 
5:30 pm at St. Monica Catholic Church in 
Methuen, MA, and on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 22 at 7:00 pm at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Nashua, NH. No tickets will 
be sold but a free-will offering will be ac-
cepted. Light refreshments will be served 
at a reception following each concert. For 
more information or to help sponsor these 
efforts please email saintmonicachoir@
gmail.com. Donations are also accepted 
via the youcaring.com fundraising page 
(656504). 

A TASTE OF THE FESTIVAL  
 FESTIVAL OF TREES METHUEN!
The Taste of the Festival is the most 

exciting evening at the beginning of each 
year’s Festival of Trees! It’s a gala event 
featuring food items from some of the 
region’s best restaurants and caterers. 
Over the years, it has become the premier 
restaurant event in the Merrimack Valley.

Join 25 renowned local chefs at a 
culinary celebration of sights, sounds and 
tastes of the Merrimack Valley!

Sample the best of the best from the 
area’s eateries among over 240 dazzling 
holiday trees.

Join us at this culinary celebration sur-
rounded by the sights, sounds and tastes of 
the Merrimack Valley!

Friday, November 18th at 6pm – 9pm. 
Tickets ($50 each) are limited to 400 
guests. Holiday Finery or Business Attire 
(no jeans please) 

For more information, call 978-808-
9147 or email Taste@methuenfesti-
valoftrees.com.

Failed candidate for Essex County Sheriff, Mark Archer holds his copy 
of The Valley Patriot, but he had to stop and fold over the front page 
because “Donald Trump is on the cover”. Archer was petrified that holding 
a newspaper with Trump on the front might give him a bad reputation that 
he even asked our photographer Rich Russell not to post it on Facebook 
after the photo was taken. We say, Arhcher being so scared of being seen 
holding a newspaper with Trump on the front shows how shallow he and 
his supporters were prior to election day. 

Blue Ribbons placed in Groveland to honor law enforcement officers. The initiative 
is spearheaded by the Massachusetts State Police Wives group. The ribbons were 
on display at the Town Hall, Public Safety Building, Elm Park, and the Dr. Elmer 
S. Bagnall Elementary School to coincide with students’ civic lessons.

978-689-7374

NORTH ANDOVER
Get your Valley 

Patriot at SAL’S!

490 Main St. 



The North Andover Merchants Association (NAMA) is proud to support our  
community and its businesses.  NAMA invites you to learn more about our great  

local businesses by visiting www.NorthAndoverMerchants.org. 
   

Looking for a great excuse to visit some of  these merchants?   
Come on down to Main Street on Saturday, November 26th.  North Andover will be 

having its Annual Santa Parade—plus its Small Business Saturday—what a great  
excuse to spend the day supporting our Merrimack Valley economy! 

A Garden for Knitters, LLC 

Acupuncture and Holistic  
Wellness 

Adam Landscaping 

AFC Doctors Express 

Amici’s Pizzeria 

Arbonne International 

Bella Vita Salon & Day Spa 

Blue Dog 

Bodyworks Auto Body 

Brightview North Andover 

Brothers Home Services 

Bulger Veterinary Hospital 

Butcher Boy Market 

BW Graphics 

Cakes By Design Edible Art 

Center for the Performing Arts 

China Blossom 

Ciao! Bow Wow, Inc 

Cincotta Landscape & Design 

Consignment Bridal & Prom 

Dawg City, Inc 

Dawn’s Sign Tech, Inc 

Distinctive Window Coverings 

Dominic’s Diner 

Dottie’s Delights 

Ed Pedi Photography 

Edward Jones 

 

Events by Ellen, LLC 

Everyone's A Player 

Eyes on Main 

Fitness Together 

Frederick’s Pastries 

Georgetown Bank 

Good Day Café 

Good Dog Aquatic Fitness 

Green Apple Café, LLC 

GroomTown Pet  
Boutique & Spa 

Heav’nly Donuts 

Homegrown Indoor Sports 

Jackson Kitchens 

Jaime’s Restaurant 

Janine’s Beauty Works 

Jill Romano for Etcetera 

Jimmy’s Famous Pizza 

Joe Fish 

Juice Plus and Tower Garden 

Juice Plus Distributor 

Kiai Communications, LLC 

Kids Karousel 

Kumon of North Andover 

Leonard Orthodontics, LLC 

Licciardello Financial Services/
Compass Capital Corporations 

Lowell Five Cent Savings Bank 

 

M.P. Roberts Insurance Agency 

MacDonald and Pangione 

McAloon’s Liquors 

Merrimack Valley Family  
Chiropractic 

Miami Fitness & Lifestyle 

Morgan Healey Photography 

MTM Insurance Associates 

Nancy Chippendale’s Dance 
Studios 

North Andover Historical  
Society 

North Andover Music  
Academy 

North Andover School of 
Dance 

North Andover Thrift Shop 

Nova SalonSpa 

Orchard Material Technology 

Organizing Relief 

Orzo Trattoria 

Paneless Window Cleaning 

Perfecto’s Caffe 

Pridecraft, Inc 

RealLiving Schruender  
Real Estate 

Rennie’s Flower Shoppe 

Roche Farm 

Rolf’s Pub 

 

Rolling Ridge Conference  
Center 

Rose and Dove Gift Shop 

Salem Five Savings Bank 

Shadi’s Restaurant 

Saint Michael’s Church 

Stachey’s Pizza 

Stella and Dot 

Sutton Street Service 

Taki’s Pizza 

Taste Buds Kitchen 

Tatiana’s Treats 

The Cork Stop 

The Dentist Collaborative 

The Fairy Tale Players 

The Loft Restaurant 

The Stevens-Coolidge Place 

The Uncommon Home 

The UPS Store 

The Vineyard 

Trombly Brothers 

Van Otis Truffles 

Wiggles & Jiggles Pet Care 

Windrush Farm 

Woodridge Homes 

Ye Olde Pepper Candie  
Companies 

Zumba Dance with Tallie 

The North Andover Santa Parade is on Saturday 11/26.  It kicks off at  noon from the Middle School, and then it 
will travel down Main Street, turn onto Elm Street, then Water Street, before returning to Main Street and ending at 

Sutton.  



Massachusetts House Speaker DeLeo made an appearance 
in Methuen  last month to support the reelection bid of State 
Representative Linda Dean Campbell. Here, DeLeo is boxing 
with Valley Patriot publisher Tom Duggan who fought Robert 
DeLeo on Duggan’s public records bill for four years, before the 
bill was finally  passed by both the House and Senate and singed 
by Governor Charlie Baker early this year.   

Amercan Training of Andover held their annual Gala last month at the Andover Country Club. Photo top: Amplifi, 
Monogram Gourmet Foods, Dr. Raju Navaratnam, Preferred Pharmacy Solutions, Dr. Michael Grossman, and Elite 
Manufacturing Services.George Howshan (bottom photo left) was presented with the prestigious “Life Matters Award” 
by State Senator Barbara L’Italien (D-Andover). Howshan  is a longtime volunteer, who has served on the Board of 
Directors of American Training for more than 8 years Photo bottom right: Tom Connors, President & CEO of American 
Trainig said of Howshan, “Thank you for always being there for us. Thank you for living our values each and every day, 
especially when it comes to family. You’ve taught us what it means to be family, both in our personal and professional 
lives.” 

State Representative Diana DiZoglio with North Andover and Boxford’s 
Veteran’s Services Coordinator Gerard Maguire, and Katy Adele Laverriere, 
legislative aide for State Representative Linda Dean Campbell. The trio 
were at the VFW in Methuen for a fund raiser run by Veterans for DiZoglio. 
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Barney Frank once said, “Conserva-
tives believe that from the standpoint of the 
federal government, life begins at conception 
and ends at birth.” How true this is. I haven’t 
met a conservative yet that is not pro-life and 
anti-death penalty. Isn’t that thought process 
counter-intuitive? I’ve asked some of my 
conservative friends to explain this contra-
diction and they tell me that the unborn fetus 
has the same rights as any person who is 
born from a completed pregnancy and that 
a person who commits a horrendous and 
violent crime has given up his or her rights to 
life. But this still does not answer the ques-
tion of how can one be pro-life and pro-death 
penalty. A person, is a person, is a person. 
Thou shall not kill. Then I read an article in 
the Huffington Post that gave me my answer.

The article that was first published on 
johnpavlovitz.com, “pro-lifers are really 
anti-abortion. They are pro-straight, white, 
Christian fetuses. Life for them, comprises 
a very narrow demographic – one that bears 
a striking resemblance to themselves.” Let 
me be clear before I go on: I am NOT anti-
straight, anti-white or anti-Christian. The 
article goes on to say that their, “sanctity for 
life evaporates upon delivery. In so many 
cases this compassion really has a nine-
month expiration date, as if life begins at 
conception and ends upon leaving the birth 
canal. The completion of that third trimester 
is actually the shelf life of their passionate 
regard for much of the living.”

These people who claim to be pro-life will 
quickly tear up my marriage license because, 
to them, I am abhorrent as are the millions of 
LGBTQ people throughout the world. In a 
quick stroke of a pen and slice of an accusing 
tongue these people who taut their love for 
the sanctity of life see me and my commu-
nity as subhuman, not worthy of a blessed 
monogamous marriage by our creator. I 
wonder if there was a way to find out if a 
fetus would grow up to be gay how many 
“pro-lifers” would become pro-abortionists. 
If the life they are so adamantly trying to 
save, “eventually comes out as LGBTQ, they 
condemn its soul, harass it in the workplace 

I am writing this one week before the 
presidential election. As of this writing, 
you know who the president elect is, but I 
do not. I do this deliberately. The time for 
persuasion and voting is over, at least for 
another four years; and regardless of who 
won, it is time to let go and let God, and 
to rejoice in the deeper reality that is ours: 
We do not merely live in a democracy; we 
live in a kingdom.

Yes, America is a representative democ-
racy; however, more importantly is the 
underlying truth that America and every 
nation on earth make up a kingdom. This 
kingdom is not temporary and tenuous 
like earthly governments, but permanent 
and forever. It is not governed by flawed 
men as are all earthly realms, but rather by 
the perfect goodness and benevolence of 
the King. Recognizing this makes the re-
sults of our presidential election bearable, 
and our lives hopeful.

The point I am making is not political, 
but theological. Earthly powers come 
and go, always tainted with corruption 
and self-interest. Yet, as Thomas Aquinas 
taught, all creation is under the gover-
nance of justice and truth characterized 
by the eternal law of love. Creation is 
governed by its Creator, whose essence 
is Love (1 Jn 4:8). No matter what we do 
here on earth with our various forms of 
governance, the Kingdom of God is pres-
ent, and its reign continues into eternity.

In the beginning when mankind’s first 
representatives rejected God’s reign in the 
Garden, power was given over to the evil 
serpent to fill the void. The devil had free 
reign over the earth. To offer man a sec-
ond chance, the King of the universe took 
on a human nature in the Incarnation to 
stamp out the power of the serpent, some-
thing the first Adam should have done. 
When He began His reign, Christ the King 
proclaimed to the world, “The Kingdom 
of God is at hand, repent and believe in 
the good news!” (Mk 1:15).

What is this good news? That God ex-
ists, that He has not forgotten us, that He 
is infinite Love, and will temper justice 
with His mercy to reestablish His king-
dom. In John’s gospel Christ proclaimed, 
“The ruler of this world…has no power 
over me” (Jn 14:30). He assures us, “I 
have conquered the world” (Jn 16:33), and 
invites all people of every race, nation, 
and era to follow Him in this victory: “If 
you remain in my word you will be my 
disciples, and you will know the truth and 
the truth will set you free” (Jn 8:32). Yet, 
as he said to Pontius Pilate, “My kingdom 
is not of this world” (Jn 18:36). It is in the 
world but not of the world. This is the es-
sence of our hope: Christ reminds human-
ity that God’s kingship, which was lost for 
countless centuries due to man’s rejection 
in original sin, is now re-established over 
the human race. No longer must we be 
slaves to our fears, vices, and addictions; 

CULTURE WAR
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and church, try to prevent its marriage, tell it 
where and when it can use a public bath-
room, and bully it and drive it to suicide.” 

Anyone who deviates from their idea of 
what a proper human being is becomes fod-
der for their retribution. “Convert to Islam, 
they will label you dangerous and applaud 
suggestions for expulsion and denying your 
right to openly worship.” When young black 
men are gunned down in the street, pro-
lifers, “not only have little grief over the loss, 
but readily blame them for their own execu-
tion.” In their eyes, prostitutes are over sexu-
alized, perverted street scum. They didn’t 
bother to learn her name, that she is 16 and 
ran away from her opioid addicted parents’ 
home because she was being abused. Pros-
titution is what pays her bills. She knows no 
other way because nobody has ever loved 
her, not even those who say all life is pre-
cious. And speaking of how precious life is, 
“If that life is strapped to a prison gurney and 
pumped full of drugs that will cease its lungs 
from expanding while its terrified mind com-
prehends it all, they celebrate the occasion as 
justice being served – after a last meal they 
resent having to pay for.”

So, it seems to me people who say that 
they are pro-life are pro-life until they are 
not. Once that life engages in some question-
able activity that these people find sinful, 
that life is no longer worthy of empathy, 
love, respect, understanding, or saving. This 
is abhorrent to me. Pro-life people shouldn’t 
get to choose whose life is more worthy than 
another. “All life is sacred; not only when its 
heart begins beating, but as it beats and when 
it struggles to beat and up until it ceases to 
beat.” If these people truly were pro-life they 
would, “defend it equally, celebrate it all 
fully, and protect it all passionately,” no mat-
ter how deplorable they may find it to be.

Anti-abortion vs. Pro-life
Dani Langevin 
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Beneath the Surface

Our Real Home is a Kingdom
Paul Murano 
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nor to hatred, envy, or greed. No, God’s 
reign frees us from all that, leaving no 
need for denial.

For the time being, however, His king-
dom exists concurrently with the temporal 
kingdoms of the world. While our culture 
at large behaves like a stubborn adolescent 
in denial foolishly declaring independence 
from God, we now have a choice between 
life and death, truth and falsehood, love 
and hate which masquerades as love by 
“tolerating” evil. Christ the King declared, 
“For this I was born and for this I came 
into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 
to my voice” (Jn 18:37). Yet, we deny the 
truth about ourselves because it might 
mean self-sacrifice. We embrace a culture 
of death because we reject the natural 
order of sexual love – which is marriage, 
sexual intimacy, and babies in that order 
– three elements of an integral whole 
not to be separated or impeded. We hold 
grudges and condemn individuals rather 
than love our enemies and pray for those 
who persecute us (Mt 5:44). We ignore the 
poor and vulnerable, we abort one-third of 
our children before birth, we pretend that 
sodomitic couplings are marriage, and we 
insist on using each other as objects - as 
long as there is ‘consent’. The reign of 
Satan is going wild because he knows his 
time is running out.

Yet, we cannot lose hope and must 
persevere, witnessing to the Truth in love. 
The King counsels, “Do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can 
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna” 
(Mt 10:28). Indeed, despite the spirit of 
this election cycle and its results, we can-
not forget that the King of heaven seeks 
to heal our wounds, elevate our lives, and 
offer us unimaginable happiness that is 
everlasting. Christ the King, who is omni-
scient and omnipotent, will at the perfect 
time bring about the fullness of what has 
already begun, when St. John’s vision 
comes to complete fruition:

“Behold, God’s dwelling is with the hu-
man race…He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more 
death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the 
old order has passed away…The one who 
sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new’” (Rev 21:4-5).

Paul Murano teaches 
philosophy at Rivier 
University and North 
S h o r e  C o m m u n i t y 
College and is host of 
Beneath the Surface 
radio show on WCAP, 
M ondays  10 -11pm, 
with podcasts available 
a t  . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
fellowtruthseekers. Paul 

teaches adult enrichment at St. Patrick’s in 
Nashua, is founder of Heartbeat Pregnancy 
Help center in Burlington, and is a singer-
songwriter-musician. E-mail Paul at 
PJDM@aol.com

Dani Langevin is a teacher 
and has a Bachelors in Fine 
Art and Masters in Educa-
tion. She has written four 
young adult novels, one of 
which is self-published. You 
can email Dani at dblan-
gevin@aol.com

980WCAP and is paid for his services with 
free airtime.

When Duggan called out LeBlanc for 
saying all the “poor people in Lawrence 
love being poor”, he says he was told by 
the station owner that he wasn’t allowed to 
talk about LeBlanc. 

“I spent two hours a week on the air 
doing my show, and 20 hours a week field-
ing harassing phone calls and emails from 
Sam complaining about every single thing 
I had said during my show. I couldn’t get 
any work done on the paper because I was 
constantly dealing with Sam Poulten and 
Bob LeBlanc” Duggan added. 

“Even when I was a call-in guest on 
other programs he would text the hosts and 
tell them to hang up on me the minute I 
said something ‘too conservative’ or men-
tioned the bad behavior of Bob LeBlanc 
attacking Latinos in Lawrence.”

“Now, my show was a brokered show 
which means John and I effectively pay 
for the time. That means the broker (host) 
of the show owns that air-time as if it was 
a commercial. The station owner is to 
have no say in what is or is not discussed. 
THAT is what we were paying for. But, 
we never got what we paid for because of 
censorship and interference by the station 
owner and his lackey Bob LeBlanc” Dug-

gan said. 
PROTECTING DEMOCRATS
Tom Duggan former host of Paying At-

tention on 980WCAP
Duggan went on to say that for years he 

had seen news stories get cut because it 
didn’t espouse the Democratic Party line. 
“He runs the station as though it is an arm 
of the Democratic Party while trying to 
give the appearance that that is not what’s 
going on. But, that is exactly what is going 
on.”

“The last straw for me was when he told 
me I couldn’t talk badly about Senator 
Elizabeth Warren because Warren had 
gotten his son a job at Comedy Central 
writing for the ‘Nightly Show with Larry 
Wilmore’. Within a few days, I tried to 
break a story about Lowell School Com-
mitteeman Steve Gendron’s son being 
involved in a racist incident at Lowell 
High School. Again, I was told that I was 
not allowed to talk about an elected offi-
cial because Poulten supports Gendron and 
they are close friends.”

“This is the state of talk radio and free 
speech in this country, my friends,” Dug-
gan concluded. “The voice of conserva-
tives like myself and John MacDonald 
are being silenced and the public needs to 
know why.”

980WCAP: FROM PAGE 6
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Taking the Orange Line into Boston, 
getting off the Tufts Medical Center stop, 
the 103-year old Wilbur Theatre was 
roughly a two-minute walk down the 
street.

 James Oppenheim, known in the musi-
cal world as “Boney James” performed 
with guitarist Kendall Gilder, keyboardist 
Herman Jackson, Dwayne “Smitty” Smith 
on bass guitar and Omari Williams on 
drums.

 James said that Gilder and Jackson are 
fairly new to his band. He has played with 
Williams for the past 11-years and goes 
back 25-years with Smith as he has been 
in the band on and off for the last several 
years.

 The Wilbur Theatre was full of energy 
as Boney’s band had everyone standing, 
clapping their hands and snapping their 
fingers to different songs he was perform-
ing.

 One song, James walked down the 
stairs of the stage playing his saxophone 
as a woman danced to his fine tunes.

 After his performance, James said, 
“loved it” when asking about his appear-
ance on Tremont Street. “The energy was 
off the chain and it was gratifying since 
we don’t get to Boston very often. Hope-
fully we will come back soon.”

 “If there was a word for it, they haven’t 
come up with it yet other than amazing, 
fantastic, super, spectacular, awesome,” 
said Mayzeo of Boston. Speaking about 
the show he saw Boney perform, Mayzeo 
said, “He never ever disappoints me” as 
his friend responded with, “I moved here 
from California and couldn’t miss his 
show; he’s amazing!”

 James played from his hit album “Fu-
ture Soul” that was produced in 2015 and 
Grand Central that hit the streets 15-years 
ago.

 Holding notes for long periods of 
times, James had everyone dancing at the 
Wilbur Theatre and snapping their fingers 
as he played the alto, tenor and soprano 
saxophones. 

 Speaking about Future Soul, James 
said, “I was very proud of this record 
when I finished it. It just really flowed 
out of here, really organically. The ideas 
where really coming fast and furious on 
this CD.” 

 Talking about how “Future Soul” was 
formed from original music and inspired 
by music he grew up listening to in the 
60s and 70s, he said, “It’s got a modern 
production sound. I enjoy experimenting 
with the new gear as it comes out. It made 

this interesting cross genre sound and I 
was really inspired by it and wrote some 
of my new favorite songs that I’ve written 
to date.”

 A few songs to name that James and 
company performed were Vinyl, The Mo-
ment, Contact and The Beat.

 The music and energy James brings to 
town is electrifying! He not only performs, 
but talks about the songs before hitting the 
note. Since nowadays, the compact disc 
has slowly hit the back shelf due to iTunes 
and other “Music apps,” James described 
a record as a thing that spun around in a 
circle when speaking of vinyl. 

Influenced by Grover Washington Jr. 
growing up, James didn’t want to be 
called Boney at first. “Don’t call me 
Boney James” is what he said to a col-
league and went on to say, “Of course, 
that’s how you get nicknamed. To mess 
with me, he called me Boney and kept in-
troducing me as Boney and the next thing 
you know I had a nickname.”

For more information about Boney 
James, go to www.boneyjames.com. For 
more information about The Wilbur The-
atre, go to www.thewilbur.com. Besides 
journalism, Shawn Hansen is a Full 
Time Real Estate Agent at CENTURY 21 
Advance Realty in Medford and serves all 
around Massachusetts so if you or anyone 
you know are looking to Sell a house, Buy 
a house or complete both transactions, 
call Shawn Hansen today at 978-621-
6763 or send an email to shawnhansen@
c21advane.com.

Shawn Hansen’s Music Corner  
with Boney James

Shawn Hansen 
MUSIC COLUIMNIST
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Emily’s Bakery

Are you obsessed with your scale as 
much as I am?

For years my scale and I had a mutual 
agreement, it would stay in that quiet 
empty corner in the bathroom ignored 
and if I didn’t bother with it, it wouldn’t 
bother with me.

 All that changed at the beginning of my 
journey back on February 6, 2015 when 
I had to weigh in for a starting weight 
and that’s where everything about our 
relationship forever changed. Of course 
that initial weigh in was traumatic (for 
both me and the scale), when I saw it read 
415.9 lbs, I had to do all I could to restrain 
myself from throwing it out the window 
and I’m sure the scale was doing all it 
could to restrain from screaming: get off, 
get off - you’re killing me!

At that point a mutual hatred began for 
me and that oversized bathroom doorstop-
per.

 As I apologized to it for almost crush-
ing it, things between us became a little 
less tense as I dusted it off and began 
stepping on it daily, watching my weight 
going down every day when I started the 
program made us both happy, but there 
were days that the number didn’t move 
or said I was up and that discouraged me, 
thus making the day ahead for me not so 
fun. On days the numbers would be down 
we were both happy again and we had a 
great day. Slight changes in weight seem 
to affect how we feel and impact decisions 
that we make and it was then I started to 
realize very quickly that I was obsessed 
with that number and it ruled my daily 
emotions. I knew if I didn’t change my 
way of thinking soon, I was going to need 
an intervention at the nearest Bed, Bath 
and Beyond. 

Did you know that after the ques-
tion: Is it a boy or a girl, it’s the second 
question asked about us minutes after we 
were born; How much does he weigh? So 
for me, that is when I probably became 
obsessed with my weight, thanks labor 
and delivery nurse Jan for calling me a big 

bouncing baby boy. 
In all seriousness, don’t let the scale 

number be the only thing that makes you 
feel better about yourself. Using only your 
weight is outdated when it comes to mea-
surements of being healthy. As a society, 
we need to start taking a different ap-
proach by taking the emphasis off of what 
number we weigh and instead put the 
focus on being healthier and getting fit. As 
I mentioned last month when hitting your 
plateau, you could be building muscle 
and losing fat at the same time but the 
scale may not have moved. Chances are 
you will look and feel better and clothes 
may even feel looser, all NSV (Non Scale 
Victories). 

I now happily made the decision to 
weigh myself once a month and here’s 
why; if you are overweight and your 
physician has recommended that you lose 
some weight, whether it is 10 lbs or 100 
lbs, a healthy guideline to lose weight 
(and better your chances at keeping it 
off) is to lose between one to two pounds 
a week and if you follow this guideline 
there is no reason to weigh yourself once 
a day to see if you lost a healthy quarter of 
a pound right? Although, I know some of 
you still will.

 Instead, start paying more attention to 
the non scale victories you are experienc-
ing (no matter how small) like getting 
around better and enjoying exercise, 
decrease in stress, better sleeping habits, 
your clothes fitting better and buying 
smaller sizes, feeling good about

yourself and smiling more. The scale 
cannot measure those accomplishments 
only you can, so stop looking down for 
the perfect number to make you happy, 
instead look in the mirror and smile and 
say, I got this!

Rick Bellanti is a wellness columnist and 
is on a journey himself to lose 241lbs, and 
has lost 160 lbs since the start of 2015. 
If you have any questions or comments, 
please post them to his Getting Healthy 
with Rick Bellanti Facebook page and 
once a month he will address a few of the 
topics here.

The Scales of Non Justice
Rick Bellanti
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tion (TENS), may also be recommended 
as complementary treatments for patients 
suffering with failed back surgery syn-
drome. 

Epidural steroid injections, nerve 
blocks, and trigger point injections may 
also be suggested to help alleviate a 
patient’s pain. Epidural steroid injec-
tions consist of injecting a corticosteroid, 
combined with a local anesthetic, into 
the epidural space of the affected area. 
Nerve blocks consist of injecting medica-
tion close to or directly into a nerve root 
to help block pain signals. Trigger point 
injections involve injecting medication 
directly into a trigger point to help relieve 
pain.

If the pain associated with failed back 
surgery syndrome does not respond to 
initial pain management therapies, spinal 
cord stimulation (SCS) may be recom-
mended. This therapy involves implant-
ing stimulating electrodes in the epidural 
space and implanting a small electrical 
pulse generator near the spine that is 
connected with conducting wires. These 
devices usually have a remote control. 
Spinal cord stimulation delivers small, 
electrical impulses to the spinal cord to 
help control chronic pain.

While not all therapies may provide 
complete relief of symptoms, physicians 
will help to design the best treatment plan 
to help eliminate as much pain as possible. 
A combination of treatment options usu-
ally provides the best possible treatment 
outcomes.

Failed Back Surgery Syndrome
Dr. Rami Rustum 

VALLEY PATRIOT MEDICAL COLUMNIST

YOUR HEALTH 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon - Wed: 8am - 5:30pm  
Thu: 8am - 5pm, Fri: 8am - 2pm 

Located  
at 

Riverwalk  
Complex

Vaso Patsi Hatzigiannis D.M.D.

Joseph P. Beninato D.M.D.
354 Merrimack St., Suite 334 (Bldg. 1, Entrance C), Lawrence, MA 01843

*Implants * Crowns* Bridges  
* Root Canals * Whitening * Dentures 

* Cleanings * Inlays and Onlays  
* White Fillings * Extractions  

* Pediatric Dentistry

INVISALIGN BRACES!!

Phone (978) 685- 1499 

Failed Back Surgery Syndrome (FBSS) 
refers to a group of patients who have 
new or persistent pain after spinal surgery 
for back or leg pain. The same term ap-
plies for continuing pain in the neck or 
arm following neck surgery.

The pain can be reduced but still 
present, or may get worse within a few 
months after surgery due to a buildup 
of scar tissue around spinal nerve roots, 
along with persistent tissue pain and 
muscle spasm. The term refers to a condi-
tion of continuing pain and is not meant 
to imply there was necessarily a problem 
during surgery. 

Causes: 
 In general, there are two primary rea-

sons chronic pain may persist after some-
one undergoes a major back operation.

First, for a variety of reasons, the pa-
tient may not have been a good candidate 
for surgery to begin with. This can be 
due to a misdiagnosis or a pre-surgery 
physical evaluation that was not thorough. 
Either way, if a patient is not a good 
candidate for spine surgery, the surgery 
has the potential to create new symptoms 
outside of the ones already experienced 
by the patient.

Second, the procedure may have been 
performed incorrectly. In the midst of the 
highly invasive nature of traditional open 
back surgery, a nerve root may be dam-
aged or excessive blood loss may prevent 
the surgery from being performed with 

absolute precision.
Specific causes of FBSS include:
•  Surgery performed at incorrect 

location
•  Bone graft rejection
•  Fusion 

hardware 
failure

•  Scar 
tissue com-
pressing a 
nerve root

•  Inad-
equate de-
compression 
of affected 
nerve or 
nerves

•  Post-
operative 
infection

Symp-
toms:

 The most 
obvious 
symptom of 
failed back surgery syndrome is persis-
tent, chronic pain that is not associated 
with the healing process. Other symp-
toms associated with FBSS include:

•  New pain at a level different from 
the location treated

•  Inability to recuperate
•  Restricted mobility
•  Sharp, stabbing back pain
•  Numbness or pain radiating 

through the lower back into the legs

•  Back spasms
•  Anxiety, depression and sleeplessness
•  Potential dependence on pain medica-

tion
Treatment:

After de-
tailed physi-
cal exam and 
evaluation for 
the pain case 
trying to iden-
tifying specific 
reason for the 
pain if possible 
and obtain-
ing diagnostic 
studies such as 
spine x-rays, 
CT or MRI 
studies, the 
Pain Specialist 
will draft the 
best possible 
treatment plan 
based on the 
above findings:

Medication may be necessary to allevi-
ate some of the patient’s pain. Medications 
may include analgesic and anti-inflamma-
tory medications, including non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs). Addi-
tionally, some patients may be prescribed 
opioids for short-term pain relief. Further-
more, certain antidepressants medications 
may be prescribed.

Physical therapy, chiropractic care, 
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimula-

Lawrence General’s New Surgical Center Named in Honor of  
Santagati Family of Andover

Lawrence General Hospital has offi-
cially named its new surgical building in 
honor of Richard and Marilyn Santagati 
of Andover. The announcement came at 
a ceremony held in the surgical center on 
October 13. When officially open in early 
2017, the Santagati Center will support 
highly complex surgical procedures right 
here in the Merrimack Valley. Boasting 
seven spacious surgical suites – includ-
ing the only hybrid operating room in 

the region, giving surgeons more options 
during surgery – the center also features 
specialized imaging and video capability, 
lighting, and air-handling technology; an 
onsite pathology lab; expanded space for 
pre- and post- surgical care; and enhanced 
waiting areas for families.

The Santagatis have long been actively 
supportive of Lawrence General. Mr. 
Santagati has served on the Board of 
Trustees for more than 25 years, including 

six years as its chair. The couple’s interest 
in the hospital’s success has made their 
faces familiar additions to many events 
and meetings, large and small. Under Mr. 
Santagati’s leadership, Dianne Anderson 
was recruited to the hospital in 2008 and 
the hospital’s president and CEO credits 
Santagati with the kind of vision and 
steady guidance that changes the destiny 
of organizations like Lawrence General.

“This is a very appropriate opportunity 

to honor a family that has so passionately 
promoted the interests of Lawrence Gen-
eral Hospital for decades,” says Dianne 
J. Anderson, RN, president and CEO of 
Lawrence General Hospital. “The Santa-
gatis are Lawrence natives, who believe 
in this hospital and have expressed that 
belief over the years in so many important 
ways.”

In February of 2016, Richard Santa-
gati, and his wife, Marilyn, made a lead 
gift, pledging $1.25 million to support a 
multi-year Master Facility Plan at Law-
rence General Hospital that includes the 
construction of the new surgical center 
and an array of expansion, renovation, and 
improvement projects across the orga-
nization. The Santagati’s donation is the 
largest in the hospital’s history.

“We are so honored and humbled by 
this recognition,” says Richard Santagati, 
a longtime board member at Lawrence 
General. “The quality of life in a com-
munity is measured by some very key 
attributes, not the least of which is its 
ability to care for sick and injured citizens. 
Marilyn and I are proud to have been able 
to support this incredible community as-
set over the years, and to bear witness as 
Lawrence General has grown to serve the 
needs of the entire region.”

Richard Santagati was president of Mer-
rimack College from 1994 to 2008 and 
currently serves on the boards of several 
national corporations. Santagati has also 
been recognized for his leadership in 
health care by the New England Associa-
tion for Healthcare Philanthropy and the 
Massachusetts Hospital Association.

Additional upcoming components of 
the $73 million Master Facility Plan at 
Lawrence General slated to open in 2017 
include a new surgical day care unit, 
central sterile processing department, and 
family/visitor waiting area.
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Leadership is made much of because it 
affects every member of an organization 
and everyone who has to deal with them. 
The impact of leadership is felt in every 
interaction, big or small, and in every poli-
cy that is implemented on a daily basis. 

When the leadership is bad, this is im-
mediately felt in every interaction with 
the hospital staff and the policies one is 
confronted with. 

When the leadership is bad, that is 
revealed too by the overt reliance on fake 
metrics like Leapfrog Group Scores to 
paper over reality and distract people.

This past week I had my first experience 
of interacting with the system at Sturdy 
Memorial Hospital. Two weeks prior, I 
had faxed in three orders, 2 for CT scans 
and 1 for neck dopplers, to be done on a 
patient of mine who lives in Taunton and 
is registered with Sturdy Hospital. They 
have all her data. 

The expectation had been that the hospi-
tal would call the patient to set up a time 
to come in for the scans and I would do 
a house call after, to see the images and 
discuss it with my patient. 

Two weeks later my patient called me, 
this past Monday, to say what Tom Dug-
gan loves to say - “Crickets!” No one had 
called her and the scans were never done. 

So I phoned Sturdy’s radiology depart-
ment right away. “Oh,” said the lady on 
the phone, “we never call the patient. That 
is our policy. All our doctors know that.” 

I informed her that I was not affiliated 
with Sturdy and nowhere on the hospital 
website was this policy mentioned. 

“Well,” she said, “I don’t know about 
the website. But we never call the patient 
or the doctor. So we just filed your faxes.” 

“Well, would I be able to make an 
appointment for her scans now on the 
phone?”

“No, because you need to check her 
insurance and without that we will not 
book a slot.” 

“She has good insurance.” 
“I meant you need to check her insur-

ance.” 
Impasse........
“Perhaps you mean get a prior authori-

zation for the scan?” I ventured. 
“That’s what I said. Call us back with 

the number.” 
Click. 
So I called my patient’s insurance plan 

at Blue Cross and was informed that she 
did not need any prior authorization for 
CT scans, only for MRIs. 

I called the Leapfrog-awarded Sturdy 
Hospital back. 

“I just got off the phone with Blue 
Cross and they said my patient never 

needed a PA for CT scans.”
“Well, we would not know that.” 
“May I have a slot now for her please?” 
“What test are you ordering?
“The same tests I faxed you two weeks 

ago.”
“Hang on, let me find them.” 
She actually found them! 
“Tell her to come in on Friday at 7:30 in 

the morning.”
“Is that the earliest? She’s been waiting 

for 2 weeks and didn’t even need insur-
ance approval.”

“I said Friday at 7:30 in the morning.” 
Click. 
Folks at other departments also in-

formed me that they simply don’t have 
the staff to call patients to come in for 
their appointments. The policy throughout 
is that the hospital does not call patients 
for anything. But their website declares 
“Sturdy Memorial Puts Patients First” 

The really scary part? “Sturdy is ca-
pable and prepared to handle any patients 
with potential Ebola virus disease.” says 
the hospital on Twitter. Good luck with 
epidemics Attleboro!

No wonder Sturdy Hospital needs to 
tout a Leapfrog Score. 

http://www.sturdymemorial.org/news_
Awards_11.04.2014.html

When the present CEO took over, the 
local newspaper gushed - 

“Replacing a legend can’t be easy. And 
in the world of hospital administration, 
Shyavitz’s record of achievement that 
includes 28 consecutive years of budget 
surpluses - often $10 million at a whack - 
certainly makes her a legend, and would 
surely put her in a hospital administrator’s 
hall of fame.” 

It seems to me the present CEO, Bruce 
Auerbach, who served for years under the 
former CEO, is on course to becoming an 
administrative legend as well. 

I called my patient back to give her the 
appointment time and said “Next time you 
are going to Shields in Brockton.” 

Bharani Padmanabhan MD PhD is a 
neurologist who specializes in multiple 
sclerosis in the Boston area. scleroplex@
gmail.com 

Commitment to Patient Care Not 
Quite Sturdy at Sturdy Hospital

Bharani Padmanabhan, MD, PhD 
MEDICAL CORRUPTION COLUMNIST

HEALTH - PETS
 Robin’s Kitty Corner 

Ever hear the expression “Crazy Cat 
Man”? No, neither have I. It’s always 
“Crazy Cat Lady.” But, with animal 
shelters brimming with cats, it’s time for 
men to start realizing what women have 
known all along---cats make great pets!

For a man who has never owned a 
cat, the thought of adopting a cat may 
instantly bring to mind an unappeal-
ing image of “Garfield”, and having an 
aloof, cynical creature hanging around 
the house. It’s time we got rid of this 
stereotype and took an honest look at the 
benefits of cat ownership. 

For starters, cats are relatively low 
maintenance pets. Compared to that 
other family favorite, the dog, cats are 
downright simple. They don’t need to be 
walked outside, which means no need to 
go outside on a cold, snowy day. Your 
dog walker is a no show? Well, you’ll 
need to make other arrangements for the 
dog, but your cat is perfectly content to 
spend the day in the 
house. You’ve lost 
power? Your fish 
tank is an instant 
concern. Your cat 
doesn’t mind the 
dark. 

Another advan-
tage is that cats 
don’t require large 
spaces. They are 
perfect pets for 
apartment dwellers 
and for condo liv-
ing. Young profes-
sionals away from 
home for a day or 
two know that the 
cat would prefer 
you home snuggling 
with them on the couch, but will be fine 
without you. 

One reason men may gravitate towards 
cat ownership is the “cool” factor. Cats 
are born being able to do amazing things. 

Many will figure out, on their own, how 
to open cupboards, and can scale any tall 
shelf with ease. My friend’s cat Fallon 
walks the shower curtain as if it’s a tight-
rope. My cat Tatiana loves to play fetch. 

Cats are smart. They know how to get 
what they want. I have seen a cat stare at 
a mole hole for hours - in the rain. (Okay, 
maybe not that smart). They are masters 
at wrapping you around their little paws 
with their purrs and stares, and getting 
you to like it. 

Cats also look cool. Their markings are 
unique and they come in colors and sizes 
to match anyone’s tastes. There are long 
haired and short haired cats, depending 
on how much time you have for groom-
ing. There are hypo-allergenic cats, if 
you happen to be allergic to cats. And no, 
I am not only talking about those hair-
less cats that bear little resemblance to 
most housecats. Google “Siberian Cat” 
and you will see a beautiful fluffy cat 
that also happens to be hypo-allergen-
ic.  

Don’t get me 
wrong---I love dogs. 
Growing up we 
always had a dog 
and I have many 
fond memories of 
our black Labrador 
retriever “Reba”. 
But there are definite 
advantages to cat 
ownership. Cats are 
easy to take care of, 
have personality, 
and are great com-
pany. They appeal 
to the young and the 
old. Cats give you 
a lot without asking 
for much in return. 
That’s why it’s so 
sad to see so many 

cats in shelters. If you know a guy that is 
considering adoption but can’t quite fit a 
dog into his lifestyle, ask him to consider 
this; Rob Gronkowski is a cat lover. 
Need I say more?

“Meow” means “Woof” in cat.  
~ George Carlin

Robin Desmet 
VALLEY PATRIOT KITTY COLUMNIST
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blood. The way Negan took great pleasure 
in killing the two victims and asserting his 
dominance. Longtime fans have threat-
ened to boycott the show. Parents groups 
have demanded the show be removed 
from the air. Children under certain ages 
should not be watching this show anyway. 
The show clearly posts warnings several 
times during every episode that “Parental 
Discretion Is Advised.” 

 Was it brutal? Yes. Was it disturb-
ing? Yes. Was it extremely violent? Yes. 
But as far as the story of ‘The Walking 
Dead’ is concerned, it was supposed to be 
those things. The world of this show is a 
zombie apocalypse, where the remaining 
population is struggling to survive, and 
rebuild their lives and societies. This is a 
lawless land now. For fans of the show, 
it is unrealistic to think that people like 
Negan do not exist. 

Remember that Negan thinks his ac-
tions are justified. To Negan, Rick and his 
group are the bad guys. Negan feels his 
actions are appropriate and necessary for 
his group’s survival. The same way that 
Rick’s group consistently feels about their 
actions. 

Moving forward, the episode was 
meant to solidify Negan as a villain like 
you’ve never seen on TV before. A villain 
whose actions will impact the story for 
the rest of its run. 

The producers, writers, and cast of ‘The 
Walking Dead’ gave us something that is 
increasingly rare in today’s TV landscape. 
An episode that made us, as fans, feel a 
whole series of emotions. This episode 
will be talked about for years to come 
and as a fan of the show,  I agree that it 
was tough to watch. But in the world of 
‘The Walking Dead’ it was a phenomenal 
viewing experience, one that I will not 
forget. THAT was what the producers 
were trying to accomplish. They suc-
ceeded. So did the show go too far? In 
this writer’s opinion, no it did not. It went 
just far enough. 

Do you have any questions about TV? 
Email me at BillsTVTalk@gmail.com. I 
will answer all of your questions and will 
feature some of the questions I receive in a 
future column.

Follow Bill on Twitter @BillsTVTalk 
and on Facebook at Bills TV Talk for daily 
up-to-the-minute TV news and discussion.

The highly anticipat-
ed premiere of AMC’s 
‘The Walking Dead’ 
aired on October 23rd 
to near record ratings. 

Fans of the show 
will know that this 
episode promised to 
resolve last April’s 

cliffhanger. That episode ended with our 
group of survivors being captured by 
Negan (Jeffrey Dean Morgan) and his 
followers, The Saviors. Negan was bent 
on revenge, after Rick (Andrew Lincoln) 
and his group killed some of Negan’s 
gang. Negan felt he needed to make a 
point. He had the group on their knees 
while he wielded “Lucille,” his baseball 
bat wrapped in barbed wire. Giving a 
speech to the group declaring that he was 
in charge now and he wasn’t going to take 
this lying down, he swung the bat and 
struck one of the group on the head. We 
saw it in a camera shot from the point of 
view of the victim. The screen then faded 
to black and the season ended. So who 
did Negan kill? 

We needed to wait until October to 
find out. Be warned, there are spoilers 
from here on out. If you haven’t seen the 
premiere yet, stop reading now. 

The premiere revealed that the victim 
was Abraham Ford (Michael Cudlitz), 
but he wasn’t the only one. After killing 
Abraham, Daryl (Norman Reedus) lunged 
at Negan and punched him. Feeling the 
need to prove himself again, Negan killed 
one more. This time it was one of the 
most beloved characters of the group, 
Glenn Rhee (Steven Yeun). It was truly 
a shocking moment for fans of the show, 
not just in who was killed, but in the sheer 
brutality of the act. 

The next day we heard from fans and 
critics that this show about zombies, that 
had a reputation for being the bloodiest 
and most gory show on television, had 
finally gone too far. There have been 
episodes in the shows history that have 
triggered this same feeling before, but not 
like this. 

It wasn’t just the gore that people 
thought was over the top. It was the way 
that it was presented. It was the way the 
show almost romanticized the killings, 
lingering on the shots of the bat dripping 

RADIO - TV
TV TALK WITH BILL CUSHING

Bill Cushing 
VALLEY PATRIOT TV COLUMNIST

So, what do you do when you have a hit 
and nobody wants it? You start a record 
company, so this was the first number-
one hit for Artie Kaplan’s Dimension 
Records. 

Little Eva would tour with this song, 
even singing it on Dick Clark’s Ameri-
can Bandstand. This was, however, her 
only #1 hit. Later that year, in 1962, 
she would hit the top 20 with “Keep 
Your Hands Off My Baby.” In 1963 
she would also do, “Let’s Turkey Trot” 
which would make the top 20, but 
after that there wasn’t much. “Swing-
ing On A Star” was a top 40 cover of a 
Bing Crosby song, and “Old Smokey 
Loco-Motion” was a top 100 song, all 
in 1963. She kind of fades into nothing-
ness after those. 

Little Eva never owned the rights to 
“The Loco-Motion” that made lots of 
money, just not for her. She went from 
a $35.00 a week nanny to a $50.00 a 
week singer. A nice raise in those days, 
but compared to the money made on the 
song, and still pulling in royalties today, 
she got nothing. Her 15 minutes of fame 
lasted from 1962 until about 1971 when 
she went back to North Carolina with 
her three children and without their 
father. It is said that she and her ex-
husband reconciled, later. 

Little Eva came out of obscurity 
around 1988 when Kylie Monague did 
a very popular cover of “The Loco-Mo-
tion”. She started performing with oth-
ers of her past era doing “Oldies Shows’ 
for large audiences of aging vinyl 
buyers. She performed the “old stuff” 
with Little Richard, and Bobby Vee who 
just passed away a few weeks ago. She 
recorded “Back On Track” in 1989. 

Little Eva stopped working around 
2001 due to illness. She passed away 
in 2003 from an 18-month battle with 
cervical cancer. She was only 59. She is 
buried in a little cemetery in Belhaven, 
North Carolina. The burial site was 
refurbished in 2008 with a gravestone 
with an image of a steam locomotive on 
it with the words, “Singing With The 
Angels” nicely engraved on it.

Tune into Cindy’s Vinyl Vault every 
Sunday at 10pm, Monday at 11pm, and 
Wednesday at 9pm for the best music 
from the 50s through the 70s ever placed 
on vinyl. And remember folks, “it’s not 
how old it is, but how great it sounds!”

IN THE GROOVE with Cindy Annis

You know, in the Rock & Roll lives 
of the stars, there are performers that 
started out as very young stars and 
didn’t stop till the end, some that were 
put in front of the microphone and told 
they will be stars, and there were and 
are those that just got lucky. 

Well, Little Eva, just happens to be 
one of those lucky ones. Let’s start at 
the beginning.

Little Eva was born Eva Narcissus 
Boyd. Quite simply, she was called 
“Little” Eva, because she was named 
after her Aunt Eva that would visit often 
and be spoken of at home a lot. She 
was born in Belhaven, North Carolina, 
June 29, 1943. As a young girl, she did 
the church choir thing and wanted to be 
somebody. At the age of about seven-
teen, she moved to Brighton Beach, just 
near Brooklyn, New York, where she 
had other relatives. She would occasion-
ally stand in for one of the Cookies, and 
do a little singing, but she also got a gig 
as a nanny for the song-writing team of 
Carol King, and Gerry Goffin. 

Doing, what a nanny does, she was 
entertaining baby Louise, and clean-
ing house, but also singing, somewhat, 
regularly, with the Cookies, including, 
“Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow.” Is 
it definitively known how the song came 
about? Well, not really, BUT, it is said 
the song had been in Goffin’s head for 
a couple years, and Eva loved the dance 
crazes that were going around at the 
time, and danced and sang them while 
taking care of the baby. Did he write 
it for her or because of her? King and 
Goffin wanted Dee Dee Sharp to record 
it, so I guess that answers that question, 
but when they heard Eva singing it at 
home, it all came together. 

Do you remember that great saxo-
phone solo in the middle of the song? 
That was Artie Kaplan. He put the 
recording session together. Carol King 
wrote the arrangement and played 
piano for the recording. Carol and the 
Cookies did all the back-ground vocals 
while Gerry Goffin directed the whole 
thing. Little Eva sang the song without a 
glitch, like it was written for her. So, the 
demo was recorded.

Artie Kaplan took the demo to Cam-
eo-Parkway where they turned it down 
before getting even half way through it. 

Did ‘The Walking Dead’  
Go Too Far?Cindy Annis 
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ISRAEL - VETS

Christians and Jews United for Israel 
(CJUI) held their annual Genesis Awards 
last month in Newton. This award ceremo-
ny is held to recognize individuals who 
have demonstrated courageous leadership 
and endur-
ing love for 
Israel. 

The key-
note speaker 
and award 
recipient this 
year was 
Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali. Ms. Ali 
is a champion 
of women in 
the Middle 
East and tries 
to both edu-
cate and free 
them from 
oppression 
under Islam. 
Ali’s latest 
best-selling 
book titled 
“Infidel” highlights female genital mutila-
tion and violence against women. She is 
an outspoken critic of Islam’s tolerance 
and promotion of female honor killings. 

CJUI is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization that exists to fight the ongoing 
anti-Semitism that runs rampant in our 
country specifically on our college cam-
puses. They have brought attention to the 
omission of Jewish history, specifically 
the Holocaust, in the textbooks used in 
the Newton school system. They fight to 
educate people concerning the truth about 
Israel and expose those who slander and 
seek to destroy it as a Jewish nation. 

According to the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, the vast majority of hate crimes 
and civil rights attacks in The United 
States are against Jews. 

Who are the ones who wish to destroy 
Israel and exterminate the Jews? 

Predominantly those living in hostile, 
neighboring Muslim-dominated countries, 
and those who immigrate from those 
countries to the west. Israel is a threat to 
their religion and their culture because 

Israel is the only free and democratic 
society in the Middle East that values and 
protects human and civil rights. 

So, why would Christians want to get 
involved in the Jewish/Israel saga? 

Since speaking the truth can be contro-
versial and downright dangerous, CJUI 

President Ray 
Hanna had 
some insight to 
that question. 
Born in Cairo, 
Egypt, Ray 
came to The 
United States 
with his family 
in the late 60s 
because, as 
Coptic Chris-
tians, their 
only hope was 
to get to Amer-
ica and be free 
of Sharia and 
Islamic rule or 
face death. 

Ray was also 
keenly aware 
of the sur-

rounding Muslim countries and culture in 
the Middle East and their desire to defame 
and destroy Israel as well as kill the Jews. 

He also knew that Israel contains the 
very roots of Christianity, and that Israel 
protects those religious sites and holy 
relics of his religion. Besides being the 
Chosen People of God, protecting and 
supporting Israel is the right thing to 
do, he says. Now, Hanna lectures and 
educates people about hidden and not so 
hidden anti-Semitism in America and the 
dangers of radical Islam. 

CJUI and the other organizations are 
constantly under threat of violence and 
need to have round-the-clock security 
because of Jew haters who masquerade as 
civil rights advocates. 

At the CJUI Gala event in Newton this 
past month, not only was there heavy 
security present but there were also bomb 
sniffing dogs at the venue. So, why would 
people want to risk their safety and their 
very lives to speak out against Sharia Law, 
the enslavement of women, and rampant 
anti-Semitism in the United States? In the 

Beth D’Amato 
VALLEY PATRIOT COLUMNIST

Not Afraid
Christians and Jews United for Israel

Dr. Charles Jacobs, Ayaan Hirsi Ali and Ray 
Hanna of Christians and Jews United for Israel

Alicia Nordin of Companion Care 
Services of New England says with more 
part time volunteers she would be able to 
service more nursing home residents, in 
particular, military veterans. Alicia’s non-
profit was established to provide compan-
ionship to seniors who may not have any 
family to visit them. 

“We all worked in the field for so long 
and we know what nursing home residents 
experience every day. It gets harder all the 
time because of budget cuts and all the 
new regulations on nursing homes. We 
find ourselves spending more time on pa-
perwork and less time with our residents.” 

Companion Care Services of New Eng-
land cares for nursing home residents in 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. 

“We are looking for people to volunteer 
and spend time with a senior, specifically 
for those who don’t have family or loved 
ones to come in and visit them,” Nordin 
says. 

“We are purposely targeting military 
veterans who served their country and 
may not have family or loved ones to visit 
them and keep them company. Our volun-
teers are here to provide companionship 
and fill that void. That’s why our motto is: 
‘we are there when others can’t be.” 

Nordin has a soft spot for our veterans, 
probably because her husband is a dis-
abled veteran from the Air Force. 

Nordin says she tries to encourage 
volunteers to work around their own 
schedule, adding that many people don’t 
like to volunteer because they don’t have 
a lot of time to give and don’t want a big 
commitment. “We want people to know 
that you can go spend 15 or 20 minutes 
with nursing home residents and even that 
little time mean so much to the residents, 

it makes them feel special.”
She says some of her volunteers have 

a little more time and coordinate activi-
ties like book clubs, while others just do 
a couple of visits a week based on their 
availability. 

“We even have a pastor who volunteers 
to do a bible study group and it makes 
such a difference.” Nordin says. 

Nordin and her volunteers are reach-
ing out to civic organizations and church 
groups who want to reach beyond their 
flock and help those in need of ministry. 

To volunteer with Companion Care Ser-
vices of New England contact Alicia Nor-
din at (603) 682-4622 or email them at: 
AN.CCSNE@gmail.com. You can also visit 
their website at: companioncareservices.
com.

Companion Care Services Seeks  
Volunteers for Vets in Nursing Homes
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VETERANS

I am sure we will all be glad when the 
election is over and there are no more ads 
with all their biased statements.  It will 
then be even more interesting as our next 
President leads us for the next four years.    
There will certainly be many challenges 
including:   appointment of a Supreme 
Court Justice (perhaps more than one in 
four years); dealing with ISIS, Russia, 
Iran, Syria and other hot spots; cleaning 
up the mess in the VA and IRS; Social 
Security funding; Obamacare or whatever 
the next version becomes; what seems to 
be a growing racial divide and whatever 
else materializes.    

I expect one of the big challenges will 
be to bring the country together again.   
We need leadership not only in the White 
House but in Congress as well.     This 
will undoubtedly go down as one of the 
most bitter and nasty presidential cam-
paigns this country has seen.    Hopefully 
there will be recognition that a large por-
tion of the population is tired of partisan 
politics in Washington, D.C.

The Air Force Association notes that 
the Senate is back in session on Novem-
ber 14th and there are only about 20 
working days for Congress to finish up 
a handful of items before the closeout 
of the 114th Congress. The list includes 
completing the FY17 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) so Con-
gress can send it to the White House for 
enactment (or veto), and supporting the 
appropriations bills before the continu-
ing resolution expires on December 9th.  
These are complicated by the fact Con-
gress will be in a lame duck session. 

Congress is also looking forward to the 
FY18 NDAA and FY18 budget submis-
sion; they realize with a change in ad-
ministration the budget will likely not be 
delivered by the first Monday in Febru-
ary.  Depending on which party wins the 
White House, there could be up to a 90 
day delay in starting the budget overview 
process (the FY10 budget, the Obama 
administration’s first submitted budget, 
was delivered in May, 2009).  This will 
of course, put pressure on completing 
the budget process prior to the end of 
FY17.   Some of the issues the defense 
committees are still focused on include 
the repeal of the 2011 Budget Control Act 
and sequestration, acquisition reform, and 
ensuring appropriate funding levels for 

the Department of Defense. 
As citizens, our job does not end with 

the election.   We must continue to let 
Congress know our thoughts on issues. 
Keep up the emails and calls to the 
district offices of our House and Senate 
representatives.

This month, as we celebrate Veterans 
Day, let us not forget those who have 
served in the past, but also remember the 
many who today wear the uniform of our 
nation’s Armed Forces.   Many are over-
seas and will be unable to spend Thanks-
giving with their families.   Many will be 
in harm’s way.  Respect and prayers are 
needed for all of them.

If you are a veteran and do not belong 
to The American Legion or other veterans 
organization that you might qualify for, 
do yourself and fellow veterans a service.   
JOIN!   The VA needs our help and 
constructive criticism.    The American 
Legion is your voice in Washington, D.C.   
Numbers are needed to show strength.    
Check out the websites at www.legion.
org and www.masslegion.org. .

May GOD bless our troops and their 
families.   Bring them home safe.

John Lenotte, Past Commander Ameri-
can Legion Post 4 Haverhill MA, Past 
Commander District 8/Essex County, Past 
Commander, Department of MA.    I may 
be reached by email at JohnLDistrict8@
verizon.net

John Lenotte 
VALLEY PATRIOT VETERAN COLUMNIST

NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION

than $150,000 in scholarships. The first-
place winner receives a $30,000 college 
scholarship.

The National Association of Broadcast-
ers (NAB) started the Voice of Democracy 
Scholarship program in 1947. The VFW 
became a national sponsor in the late 1950s 
and assumed sole responsibility for the 
program in 1961. The competition was 
created to provide students grades 9-12 the 
opportunity to express themselves in regard 
to democratic ideas and principles. Around 
40,000 students participate in the competi-
tion each year and VFW awards more than 
$2 million in scholarships every year.

Interested students and teachers should 
contact the Voice of Democracy Chairman 
at VFW Post 2104 by phone at 978-687-
9614 or email the Post at cdrpost2104@
ma.vfwwebmail.com for more information.

FOR DETAILS VISIT: vfw.org/VOD.

Commander Oscar Camargo of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2104 an-
nounced the kick-off of this year’s VFW’s 
Voice of Democracy Scholarship competi-
tion. Local high school students have the 
opportunity to compete for thousands of 
dollars in scholarships and a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C.

Students must write and record a three-to-
five minute essay on the selected theme us-
ing an audio CD or flash drive and present 
their recording, typed essay and completed 
entry form to their local VFW Post by No-
vember 1. The 2016 theme selected is “My 
Responsibility to America.” Students begin 
by competing at the local Post level with an 
entry deadline of November 1. Post winners 
compete at the District level with the winner 
advancing to the state competition.

All state first-place winners receive a 
four-day trip to Washington, D.C. and the 
chance to compete for their share of more 

VFW Announces Kick-Off of  
Annual $30K Scholarship Competition

This ad donated by Kathleen LaPlante, 
Author of “Surviving My Father’s Suicide”

Anne Manning-Martin
ESSEX COUNTY SHERIFF CANDIDATE 

THANK YOU!!
TO ALL THE VOTERS OF ESSEX COUNTY 

WHO PUT THEIR FAITH IN ME ON 
ELECTION DAY AND TO ALL MY 

SUPPORTERS WHO MADE PERSONAL 
SACRIFICES TO SUPPORT MY CAMPAIGN 

The Fitzgerald Family from Mann Orchards in Methuen held a 
fundraiser last month at their ice cream stand to benefit local 
veterans. Pictured above are hero veteran John Ratka, Dennis 
Marcello from State Senator Katy Ives office and hero veteran 
Randy Carter from Veterans Northeast Outreach Center in 
Haverhill. 
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bunkers, equipment and steps utilized 
in order to secure these facilities (e.g. 
only one metal detector inside, the nerve 
center is on the X floor) were specified. 
A secret service office under the White 
House was revealed, as were tunnels un-
der the East Wing to the basement of the 
Treasury Department. The 440 acre train-
ing center between a conservation area 
and a wildlife refuge in Laurel, Maryland 
was noted as was the fact that the main 
classroom had a green roof.

On top of all this sensitive informa-
tion being divulged, the Secret Services 
inability to stand up to political pres-
sure put those it was sworn to protect in 
jeopardy. Magnetometers were routinely 
dispensed with in lieu of allowing the 
public faster access to events.

During President Obama’s 2009 White 
House State Dinner safety was com-
promised. Though not on the guest list, 
Michaele and Tareq Salahi worked their 
way into this state function. No prelimi-
nary screenings, as was protocol, were 
done on the couple.

Another security breach occurred that 
evening. A man ingratiated himself with 
the Indian Delegation and rode with them 
from the hotel to the dinner. The Secret 
Service ignored the fact that he was also 
not on the guest’s lists and had not been 
properly vetted. The Secret Service al-
lowed these individuals handshake access 
to the President and his guests.

According to this author many of this 
country’s assassinations have taken place 
in front of and some within steps of the 
Secret Service.

Mr. Kessler states several times in the 
book that the Secret Services own equip-
ment and habits enhanced the dangers 
to the agents and those they protected. 
Poor morale was cited as one of the main 
failures of the organization. Management 
was not conducive to effectively handling 
and working with its agents. Pay did not 
keep up with inflation. Hours were horri-
ble. Briefings were not thorough. Agents 
admitted they learned more about over-
seas threats from CNN, FOX or MSNBC 
than they did from their own sessions. 
Many agents retired. New people had to 
be recruited, vetted, and trained.

This book lays out all the issues with 
the organization. The one flaw in this 
book was that the same information was 
repeated several times. Unnecessary and 
ultimately annoying, the material was 
separated by a few chapters and then 
reiterated, and reiterated, and then reiter-
ated again.

While agents’ accounts are troubling, 
what is more alarming is that according 
to many, it is only a matter of time before 
another assassin strikes.

A troubling though interesting read.

As Christians we really do have so 
much to be thankful for! For example 
please take a look at Romans 8:16-17, 
“The Spirit [Holy Spirit], itself, [him-
self] beareth witness [testifies] with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God:17 
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together.” When we became a 
born-again Christian we became a child 
of God! 1John 3:1-2a further elabo-
rates, “Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God: there-
fore the world knoweth us not, because 
it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God …”

 Because of the love of our Heavenly 
Father, we are His sons and daughters! 
God’s Angels although are created 
spirit beings in service to Him and can 
do wonderful, spectacular things but 
they are still not considered family. On 
the other hand, God chose to have a 
relationship with us and that my friend 
makes us special! Going back to Ro-
mans, the scripture goes on to say that 
we are heirs of God. 

 Notice that God didn’t say that we 
are heir apparent like the boys across the 
big pond. Prince William is 2nd in line 
and Prince Harry is fifth in line waiting 
to succeed their grandmother, Queen 
Elizabeth the 2nd. But this is most 
definitely not you or I; we are not heir 
apparent waiting to replace someone. 
We became heirs of God immediately 
after we made Jesus our Personal Lord 
and Savior! Then, God’s Word goes 
on to say that we are joint- heirs with 
Christ meaning we inherit everything 
that He is! How special Jesus Christ is 
to The Father is how special we are to 
The Father! The way that The Father 
loves Jesus is the way The Father loves 
us! We inherit all that Jesus obtained 
from The Father. How much Jesus has is 
how much we have!

 It’s time we change how we perceive 
ourselves! As God’s children, we are 
His Heir and Joint Heirs with Christ. 
This means that we have the same 
unclouded favor that Jesus has. All that 
Jesus is in Heaven today, we are in this 
world. All that belongs to Him belongs 
to us.

In the latter part of 1John 4:17, we 
read, “As he is, so are we in this world.” 
We are Joint-Heirs with Christ Jesus, 
so let’s step out in faith and expect His 
favor to open doors for us!

 All of this was bestowed upon us 
by Jesus Christ at the Cross! Do we 
deserve any of this? No! Was there 

some special good work that we did that 
helped us to earn any of this? No! Did 
we merit any of this? No! We received 
all this by God’s Grace which is God’s 
undeserved, unearned and unmerited 
favor! There was and still is absolutely 
nothing we could have done that would 
have placed us in a position to be a child 
of the Most High God! The work, all 
the heavy lifting was all done by Jesus 
Christ at the cross, Amen!!! So again, 
we have so much to be thankful for!

 In addition, we have nothing to be 
afraid of! Jesus knowing that in just 
a few hours that e would die for all 
mankind said the following which we 
read about in John 14:27, “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid.” Jesus gave us his peace, 
a peace that passes all understanding. 
Shortly following that statement, he 
said this in John 16:33, “These things 
I have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: [trials or testings] but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” Jesus overcame this world so 
whatever is going on around us we can 
still be at peace!

 Now we are ready to read 2 Timothy 
1:7, which says, “For God hath not giv-
en us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind.” Instead 
of living a life that is full of fear we 
can find within our God-given spirit the 
power to love like he loved with a sound 
mind knowing that no matter what is 
happening around us we need not be 
afraid! This includes whoever won the 
Presidency! God is going to take care of 
His children, His Heirs and His Joint-
heirs with Christ! (I am submitting this 
Column for publication well before the 
election results are in.)

  God’s Blessings [not the curses] 
found in Numbers 6 and Deuteronomy 
28 are still for us today and have noth-
ing to do with who is The President of 
the United States!

 “The Lord Bless Thee, and Keep 
Thee, The Lord make His face shine 
upon thee, and be gracious unto thee, 
The Lord lift up His Countenance upon 
thee and give thee Peace.

 The LORD shall open unto thee His 
good Treasure, the Heaven to give the 
rain unto thy land in His Season, and 
to bless all the work of thine hand: and 
thou shalt lend unto many nations, and 
thou shalt not borrow. And the LORD 
shall make thee the head, and not the 
tail; and thou shalt be above only, and 
thou shalt not be beneath.”

 These Blessings are from The Most 
High God and our irrevocable! Now we 

So Much To Be Thankful For!
Peter Larocque 
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J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service J & W Shoe Repair and Leather Service 
Winter Is BACK!! ... Refurbish your Uggs NOW!

All Kinds of Shoe  
& Leather Repairs  

* Pocketbook Refurbishing 
* Custom Shoe Dying  
* Orthopedic Shoes  

* Suitcase & Luggage Repair 
* All Kinds of Zipper Repair  

* Name Brand Pocketbook Repair 

Better QUALITY 
WORK than any 
other shoe repair 
shop BAR NONE!

Bring in this ad and get $5 off any shoe repair 

139 Main St., North Andover, (978) 685-2325 - OPEN: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5pm & Sat. 8:30 - 4pm 

We  
refurbish 

UGGS
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“In The President’s Secret Service: 
Behind The Scenes With Agents In The 
Line Of Fire And The Presidents They 
Protect” by Ronald Kessler © 2009 With 
An Explosive New Afterword © 2010 
Published by: Crown Publishing, Three 
Rivers Press, Imprints of Random House 
NY

Paperback: 285 pages include: After-
word to the Paperback Edition, Epilogue, 
Secret Service Dates, Acknowledgements 
and Index. Chapter Headings and Pro-
logue open the book.

Genre: U.S. Politics
4 out of 5 Bookmarkers
Ronald Kessler, a New York Times 

bestseller, has written books on the CIA, 
FBI, George W. Bush, Joseph P. Ken-
nedy, and First Lady Laura Bush amongst 
others. In this book Mr. Kessler gives 
us an in depth history, a progression of 
the Secret Service, as well as a separate 
section listing dates important to the in-
stitution. Requirements and duties for the 
uniformed officers are explained. Prior 
assassinations and assassination attempts 
are reviewed.

The Secret Service should act in a 
confidential capacity. This book, and the 
agents who openly speak on the record, 
do not subscribe to that philosophy. 
Personal material makes up about half of 
this book.

Example: Hillary Clinton fired an agent 
for helping former First Lady Barbara 
Bush with her computer. Hillary swears 
like a sailor, has an explosive temper 
and is known for throwing things at her 
husband, President Bill Clinton. Almost 
$200,000. worth of goods that were taken 
when they left the White House had to 
be returned. President Lyndon Johnson is 
credited with absconding with more than 
ten plane loads of White House property. 
He never returned anything.

Nelson Pierce, an assistant White 
House usher, says that Carter didn’t want 
the police officers or agents to look at 
him nor speak to him on his way into the 
office. President Carter refused to carry 
the nuclear football when he went on 
vacation in Plains, GA. Fifteen minutes 
away and in the possession of a military 
aide by the time the aide reached Carter 
the United States would have been five 
minutes away from total devastation.

This book is thorough, maybe a bit 
more than was necessary.

Equipped with its own oxygen supply, 
the president’s limo was armor-plated, 
had five inch thick bulletproof glass and 
eighteen inch thick doors. “The Beast” 
could take a direct hit from a bazooka or 
grenade.

The location of certain buildings and 

“In The President’s Secret Service”
Susan Piazza 

VALLEY PATRIOT BOOK REVIEW
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can live with our head up and our shoul-
ders back and with Thanksgiving in our 
heart knowing that our Heavenly Father 
will take care of us because we are His 
Heirs and joint heirs with Jesus Christ! 

Have a happy and wonderful Thanks-
giving everybody!

Love to all, Peter Larocque
Peter Larocque is married to wife Pam 

EMERGENCY!!
Over 85% of heart attacks happen at home or in a public place.

Are you or your facility prepared 
to fight Mankind’s #1 Serial Killer?

* Stroke * Sudden Cardiac Arrest * Heart Attack
You, the general public, are the most important part of the 

chain of survival. By learning CPR, First Aid, and by placing 
AEDs everywhere there is a beating heart that can stop. 

We CAN AND WILL SAVE LIVES. 
Join my Band of Heroes Today!!

BAND OF HEROES: CPR, 1ST AID, PEDIATRIC 1ST AID,  
WILDERNESS FIRST AID & SURVIVAL TRAINING

HELP WANTED!
Teach CPR, First Aid, 

Pediatric Emergencies, 
Sell Defibrillators  

Wilderness First Aid 
and Survival!

“Let me and my team train you to be a hero.”
~ Brian Mercer, Band of Heroes, President

Contact Brian Mercer at 1-877- 936-8911 or email at brian@mybandofheroes.com
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34 Years, has 3 won-
derful children, and 
blessed with 3 grand-
children. He is a for-
mer Lawrence School 
Committee Mem-
ber-2006-2009, and a 
baker with Demoulas, 

Market Basket 16 + years. You can email 
him at peterlarocque@hotmail.com

LETTERS

coming months, The Valley Patriot will be 
exploring the amazing work of Christians 
and Jews United for Israel and the brave 
people who put their lives on the line to 
publicly speak out against Jew Hatred and 
anti-Israeli propaganda. 

Sister organizations that work hard to 
make the American public aware of the 
dangers of a society dominated by Islam: 

Americans for Peace and Tolerance. 
This group is a Boston-based 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization run by Dr. Charles 
Jacobs. You will find Dr. Jacobs name on 
many lists accusing him of Islamophobia 
and hate speech against Muslims. Dr. 
Jacobs is a target of anti-Semitic attacks 
disguised as complaints about civil rights 
of Muslims to silence him but he is not 
deterred. 

ACT for America: Brigitte Gabriels’s 
group (CJUI president Ray Hanna is 
Leader of the Boston Chapter) is the na-
tion’s largest 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation, non-partisan, grassroots national 
security organization with 300,000 mem-
bers and more than 1,000 chapters around 
the country focused on educating, engag-
ing, and mobilizing citizens and elected 

officials to impact legislative outcomes to 
protect America.

Ray Hanna of Christians and Jews 
United for Israel. CJUI.org

To the Editor:
On behalf of the Massachusetts Charter 

Public School Association, I would like to 
thank the Valley Patriot for their endorse-
ment of Question 2, which would allow 
the state to approve up to 12 new charter 
schools each year in the state’s worst 
performing school districts.

I do want to clarify one crucial point for 
your readers: Charter schools are public 
schools. Charter schools in Massachusetts 
are tuition-free, nonprofit public schools 
that operate outside of the traditional 
school district. http://www.doe.mass.edu/
charter/about.html  

Rather than reporting to a school 
committee, charter schools must report 
directly to the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education 
and must show consistent results or face 
their charter being revoked.

Charter school boards are made up of 
educators, parents, nonprofit and business 
leaders.

Charter schools are open to any Massa-
chusetts resident looking for a high quality 
educational option. Students are enrolled 
by a blind lottery, which any parent can 
put their child’s name into.

Charter schools in Massachusetts have 
been found to be doing more than any 
other schools in the nation to close the 
achievement gap between low-income, 
minority students and their wealthy, white 
counterparts. Currently, Massachusetts has 
the third widest achievement gap in the 
country.

Today, there are over 30,000 children 
on waitlists for charter schools across 
the state, the majority of whom are stuck 
in chronically underperforming school 
districts including Lawrence, Fall River, 
Holyoke, and Boston. These communities 
have run up against the current cap and 
are frozen to charter growth.

A Yes vote on 2 would allow charter 
schools to provide a high quality public 
school option to families who need it the 
most.

Again, we thank the Valley Patriot for 
their endorsement and encourage your 
readers to join us in voting Yes on Ques-
tion 2 on November 8th.

Sincerely,
Marc Kenen,
Massachusetts Charter Public School 

Association

northernprocess@gmail.com
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ANDOVER
Peter & Shirley Schwarz, Terrance 

& Jennifer Healy, 103 Abbot Street, 
$1,095,000.00

Russell J. Arsenault, RDM Lakeside 
LLC, 10 Lakeside Circle, $407,500.00

Christopher & Jennifer Samaras, 
Chunyan Qian, 38 Tewksbury Street, 
$480,000.00

Christopher & Jennifer Samaras, Biao 
Huang, 38 Tewksbury Street, 

Kenneth Poublon, Kelly & James Por-
ter, 127 Haverhill Street, $262,000.00

Kenneth Poublon, Thomas O’Connell, 
127 Haverhill Street, 

Jillians Way LLC, Marc Mclaughlin, 7 
Jillian Way, $813,499.00

Christine Green & Melissa Macisaac, 
Sean Joseph Gerrin, 1 Powder Mill Sq. 
Unit 310A, $345,000.00

Third JWW Jr. Realty Trust, Joseph 
Watson, 53 Dascomb Road, $440,000.00

Herbert & Paul Kempton , Jeffco Inc., 
17 Theodore Avenue, $310,000.00

Peter Frey , Ronald & Tara Wiltshire, 
55 High Street Unit 5, $265,000.00

Spencer Realty Trust, Johnson Fam-
ily Investment Trust, Sunset Rock Road, 
$390,000.00

Getty Properties Corp., LGP Ralty 
Holdings LP, 166 Salem Street, 
$400,000.00

Ming Teh Wang, Patrick & Tania Hig-
gins, 66 Bailey Road, $580,000.00

Belvidere Hill Group LLC, Manish 
Munot, 1 Fraser Drive, $1,211,000.00

Belvidere Hill Group LLC, Priti Bafna, 
1 Fraser Drive, 

Suzanne Strock, Marc & Mer-
edith Mansfield, 19 Powers Road, 
$1,100,000.00

Brian, Gayle, Sandi, & Muriel Feeney, 
Elmer & Pamela Dicicco, 80B Washing-
ton Park Drive Unit 6, $135,000.00

Brian, Gayle, Sandi, & Muriel Feeney, 
Jennifer Leary, 80B Washington Park 
Drive Unit 6, 

Chase Feole, Kevin Smith, 3 Colonial 
Drive B3-9, $145,000.00

Gail Matthews, Darron Smith, 61 
Wildwood Road, $500,000.00

James & Therese Chen, Michael & 
Lisa Hemmerle, 114 Wild Rose Road, 
$505,000.00

Jaw Eun Han & Eun Hee Lee, Guy & 
Catherine Pederzani, 81 Bailey Road, 
$565,000.00

Joshua L. Miner III Nominee Trust 
of 1999, Maria Alexandris, 42 School 
Street, $1,350,000.00

Peter Angle , D. Virgil Alfaro III, 5 
Porter Road Unit 105, $210,000.00

Jenkins Family Trust, Mary B. Leon-
ard Living Trust, 52 Hidden Road, 
$525,000.00

Michael and Vivian McNeely, Jason 
Ferreira, 137 North Main Street Unit 2, 
$343,000.00

David Sirois, Yutian Zhan, 1 Colonial 
Drive Unit B-11, $135,000.00

David Sirois, Gengjie Yang, 1 Colonial 
Drive Unit B-11, 

Federal National Mortgage Associa-
tion, John & Denise Hashem, 30 Mablin 
Avenue, $285,000.00

Spencer Realty Trust, Adam & Cath-
erine Tokarz, 13 Sunset Rock Road, 
$795,000.00

Kellerd-Tardif Realty Trust, Mary & 
Stephen Ruisi, 5 Rock Odundee Road, 
$758,000.00

Alexander and Lindsey Smith, Dennis 
& Susan Krivelow, 24 Michael Way Unit 
17, $470,500.00

Jeffco Inc., Andres Michel Uribe, 348 
River Road Unit 3, $445,000.00

Jeffco Inc., Lisa Moore, 348 River 
Road Unit 3, 

JMF Realty LLC, Rickenbach 
Renovations LLC, 45 Corbett Street, 

$242,500.00
Chandra & Kiran Upadhyay, Edwin 

& Erin Hudson, 111 Greenwood Road, 
$455,000.00

Debra & Jeffrey Makowsk, Aricia 
Makkinje, 11 Crescent Drive Unit 9, 
$172,500.00

Lisa & Robert Finnerman, Mark & 
Eve Larochelle Faucher, 5 Sutherland 
Street, $539,000.00

Peter &Linda Ciaccia, Stephen & 
Nicole Garabedian, 121 Woburn Street, 
$670,000.00

Timothy & Rebecca Sprattler, Ann To-
hill, 460 South Main Street, $399,500.00

Donna Dooley, 157 Pleasant Realty 
Trust, 36 Highvale Lane, $2,440.20

Richard Quinn, 157 Pleasant Realty 
Trust, 36 Highvale Lane, $871.50

Marianne Tuverson, 157 Pleasant Re-
alty Trust, 36 Highvale Lane, $2,440.20

Daniel Caine, 157 Pleasant Realty 
Trust, 36 Highvale Lane, $2,440.20

Alice Caine, 17 Pleasant Realty Trust, 
36 Highvale Lane, $7,320.60

Sylve Kossodo, Anthony Teberio, 650 
Brookside Drive Unit 650H, $269,900.00

Thomas & Eileen Sharkey, Mark & 
Heather Dennehy, 24 West Parish Drive, 
$569,000.00

Ergendino Perrone, Neil Westerman, 2 
Colonial Drive Unit E2-4, $104,000.00

Richard Duffy & Kathleen Smith, 
Thomas & Patricia Heffernan, 354 North 
Main Street Unit 203, $114,000.00

P & L Realty Trust Two, FJS Realty 
LLC, 59 Union Street, $1,725,000.00

Shawsheen River Realty LP, Easyre 
USA LLC, 204 Andover Street, 
$250,000.00

Kellie Lally, Karthik Subramanian, 12 
Paulornette Circle, $731,250.00

Kellie Lally, Mamta Sodikumar, 12 
Paulornette Circle, 

John & Susan Kulungian, William 
Daniels, 14 Green Meadow Lane, 
$815,000.00

John Susan Kulungian, Amy Wing 
Chan-Daniels, 14 Green Meadow Lane, 

Joel Shapiro, Jianhua Huang, 80 Wash-
ington Park Drive Unit 11, $146,000.00

Joel Shapiro, Lichun Yang, 80 Wash-
ington Park Drive Unit 11, 

120 Lovejoy Road Realty Trust, Patr-
cia & Christopher Maher, 120 Lovejoy 
Road, $410,000.00

120 Lovejoy Road Realty Trust, 
Melissa & Daniel Belbusti, 120 Lovejoy 
Road, 

Scott Slaughter & James Batchelder, 
Vincent & Shama Mullen, 53 Red Spring 
Road, $609,900.00

Mark Dennehy & Heather Davies-
Dennehy, Monica Chung, 211 Lowell 
Street, $497,000.00

Mark Dennehy & Heather Davies-
Dennehy, Gregory Storella, 211 Lowell 
Street, 

LAWRENCE 

Sandy Duran & Jose Rosado, Junior 
Vargas, 3-5 Eutaw Street, $408,000.00

Sandy Duran & Jose Rosado, Mariel 
Henriquez, 3-5 Eutaw Street, 

Robyn Russo, Robert Minasian, 86 
Newton Street, $10,000.00

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Human-
ity Inc., Ricardo Chanquet, 100 Parker 
Street Unit 9, $111,000.00

Allisson Kearney, Candido & Ju-
liana Delacruz, 7 Ferguson Street, 
$225,000.00

Merrimack Valley Habitat for Human-
ity Inc., Elvin Fabian, 100 Parker Street 
Unit 10, $90,000.00

Soriya Tum, Alex Jimenez, 40-42 
Cambridge Street, $457,000.00

David Besins, Joseph Almanzar, 19-21 
Exchange Street, $305,000.00

Tianbao Wang & Qu Hua Jiang, Mi-
chael Delossantos, 193-195 Park Street, 
$328,500.00

Christopher Desjardins, Roger 
Matar, 242 Mt. Vernon Street Unit 9, 
$100,000.00

Laura Andujar, Urbano Guzman, 19-21 
Chelmsford Street, $359,900.00

Roberto Collazo, Juan & Rosario Diez, 
88-90 Columbus Avenue, $370,000.00

Brothers Investment Properties LLC, 
Nancy Vargas, 66-68 Congress Street, 
$320,000.00

EMB Properties LLC, Wanda 
Figueroa, 1 West Beacon Street Unit 1, 
$135,000.00

Robin Soriano, Lludi, Maria, & 
Victor Alvarez, 86-88 Marble Avenue, 
$280,000.00

Daniel Winning, Marie Jonie Marcel-
lin, 14 Beaconsfield Street, $265,000.00

Maria Tavarez & Seberino Martinez 
Reyes, K & K Realty Trust, 116 Haver-
hill Street, $344,000.00

Samuel Velez Ortiz, Rafael Molina, 
92-94 Bennington Street, $356,000.00

Samuel Velez Ortiz, Ana Villanueva 
Demolina, 92-94 Bennington Street, 

Ziad Hanna, Junior Diaz, 141 Berkely 
Street, $300,000.00

Niza Muniz, Gilberto De Los Santos, 2 
Melrose Street, $235,000.00

Kara Hernandez & Waleska Parrilla, 
Jose Fernandez, 164 Willow Street, 
$205,000.00

Shawn & Margot Regan, Audelina 
Tema, 452 So. Broadway, $234,900.00

Shawn & Margot Regan, Juan Pache-
co, 452 So. Broadway, 

Jin Properties LLC, Wilfredo Ramos, 
66-68 Mount Vernon Street, $330,000.00

La Belle Maison LLC, Juan Badegado, 
15-17 Exchange Street, $360,000.00

Luz Clase & Jose Espinal, Eduardo 
Espinal, 2-4 Prospect Ct., $342,000.00

Jaime Taveras, Xavier Cortes, 73-75 
Water Street, $395,000.00

Miosotis Baez & Ricardo Deje-
sus, Rosa Susana, 47-49 Ames Street, 
$334,000.00

AG & J Realty Trust, Mercedes Silla, 
43 Whitman Street, $445,000.00

Samuel Hilario, Roberto Calcano, 30-
32 Spruce Street, $302,500.00

Samuel Hilario, Yadiza Pena Bello, 
30-32 Spruce Street, 

V I P Development LLC, Liset Marti-
nez, 15 Monmouth Street, $130,000.00

Phung Tran, Hoa and Hung Ong, 16 
Tyler Street, $250,000.00

Mary Anne & Joseph Sollomi, Joel 
Ruiz Vega , 39 Montgomery Street, 
$366,000.00

Mary Anne & Joseph Sollomi, Marilyn 
Valdez, 39 Montgomery Street, 

Pedro Arce & Sandra Devita, Andres 
Perez, 26 Orchard Street, $233,000.00

Belquis Guerrero, Maritza Nunez, 26-
28 Logan Street, $410,000.00

Chloe LLC, Antonia Cardona, 100 
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Tremont Street, $220,000.00
Julia & Adolfo Casado, Mary Hernan-

dez, 42 Pleasant Street, $226,000.00
Cesar Perez, Carlos Duval Recio, 3 

Prospect Court, $176,000.00
Rafael & Paulina Taveras, Samuel Bar-

rios, 26-28 Olive Avenue, $360,000.00
42 Orchard Street LLC, 55-55A New-

bury Street LLC, 55-55A Newbury Street 
, $275,000.00

Monica Nunez, Keiry Sandoval, 22-24 
Montgomery Street, $395,000.00

Angel & Juanita Mejia, Jose Aneury 
Blanco, 257 Jackson Street, $216,000.00

Angel & Juanita Mejia, Alexandra 
Abreu Cruz, 257 Jackson Street, 

U S Bank Trust N A Tr, Jorge Jaime, 
168 East Haverhill Street, $190,000.00

Irma Porro, Paula Jimenez, 668-670 
Lowell Street, $330,000.00

Hong Ngoc Truong & Ngoc Le, 
Fabiola & Mariano Camilo, 422 South 
Broadway, $233,000.00

Shane & Jennifer Donahue, Jonathan 
Lara, 4 Zanni Avenue, $292,000.00

Manuel Javier, Wilfrido Suarez, 23-25 
Newton Street, $350,000.00

130-136 West Street LLC, Coque Re-
alty LLC, 12 Doyle Street, $149,600.00

372-374 Rear Broadway LLC, Coque 
Realty LLC, 372-374R Broadway, 
$174,000.00

Melissa & Damema Spragens, An-
dres Llerena, 77 Greenfield Street, 
$223,900.00

Hector Miranda, Emilia Sousa, 185 B 
Park Street, $326,000.00

Donald Campbell, Emmanuel Dejesus 
Valerio, 33-35 Cedar Street, $360,000.00

206-210 Lawrence Street LLC, M & 
A Real Estate LLC, 206-210 Lawrence 
Street, $232,000.00

Jean & Belony Binjour, Jessy Her-
nandez, 108 Mount Vernon Street, 
$264,000.00

P & L Realty Trust Two, FJS Re-
alty LLC, 670 South Union Street, 
$1,725,000.00

Arrowpoint Shawsheen LLC, C&M 
Properties LLC, 101 Shawsheen Road, 
$1,160,000.00

Luis Calderon, Jesus Calderon, 86-88 
Phillips Street, $398,000.00

Robert Plowman, Felicia Mejia-Pi-
mentel, 1088 Essex Street, $287,000.00

Swan Street, $380,000.00
Anthony & Mary Carito and Anna Ma-

ria Miles, Robinson Maurico Corporan, 
113-115 Swan Street, 

Raymond & Linda Begin, Iriving and 
Barbara Bachner, 4 Stone Castle Drive 
Unit 2, $605,000.00

Fabio & Ana Rena, Antonio Marcos 
Darocha, 18 Henry Avenue, $359,000.00

Rita Annette & Steven Belair, Chad 
Peters, 1 Riverview Blvd. Unit 1-106, 
$228,000.00

Jonathan & Elisha Falorni, Reina 
Rosario, 37 Adeline Avenue Unit 37, 
$245,000.00

Michael & Cara Griffin, Lourdes Bur-
gos, 11 Hartung Street, $293,000.00

Henry Gonzalez, Denisha Alix, 17 
Baremeadow Street, $415,000.00

Henry Gonzalez, Neftali Correa, 17 
Baremeadow Street, 

Young Investment Trust, W. Scott, 
Katherine, & Maryanne McGurn, 1 Riv-
erview Blvd. Unit 2-102, $250,000.00

Steven & Elizabeth Burdeau, Kaushik 
& Hetalben Patel, 55 Green Side Way, 
$665,000.00

Rene, Linda, John, & Dennis De-
sharnais and Lisa Ireson, Craig & 
Lauren Defrancesco, 90 Adams Avenue, 
$330,000.00

Michael Surprenant, Marcus & Andrea 
Desimone, Elizabeth McLaughlin, 1 
Norwich Lane, $405,000.00

Michael Surprenant, Marcus & Andrea 
Desimone, Jeffrey Hogue, 1 Norwich 
Lane, 

Kreil Nominee Trust, Azad, Hina 
Azad, & Kruti Patel, 24 Archibald Av-
enue, $500,000.00

Evelyn & Donald Schelling and 
Patricia Dube, Juan Polanco, 5 Lupine 
Avenue, $260,000.00

Gary & Rachel Sullivan, Andrew Saw-
chuk, 11 Redgate Drive, $315,000.00

Joseph Antonuccio & Ruth Venti, 
Mario & Fadia Nehme, 18 Heartwood 
Street, $499,900.00

Five John Realty Trust, Ramon Cruz 
Santos, 5 John Street, $221,500.00

Five John Realty Trust, Milvana Cruz, 
5 John Street, 

Adriana Hernandez, Rosana Vargas 
Desariol, 77 Broadway, $30,000.00

Christopher & Melissa Auger, Phung 
Truong, 4 Danielian Way, $307,000.00

Christopher & Melissa Auger, Nini 
Thach, 4 Danielian Way, 
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Homestead Village LLC, Eraljes 
LLC, 386 Merrimack Street Unit 3-B, 
$318,370.00

Land & Water Realty Trust, BDM 
Management LLC, 413 Broadway Unit 
B, C, D, $645,000.00

Gary & Amy Cannon, Hanna Abou-
Nasr, 22 Adams Avenue, $320,000.00

Gary & Amy Cannon, Nawal Aoun, 22 
Adams Avenue, 

Sarah Fuoco Revocable Trust, An-
thony & Laura Valdez, 4 Bedford Street, 
$380,000.00

Susan Mary Grew & Joanne Helen 
Perrotta, Alexander Ortega, 10 Howe 
Terrace, $277,000.00

Susan Mary Grew & Joanne Helen 
Perrotta, Carmen Nunez, 10 Howe Ter-
race, 

Hanoi Campusano, Anabel Hernandez, 
10 Granite Street, $199,900.00

Christopher Drive Realty Trust II, Zita 
Wright, 2 Christopher Drive Unit 31, 
$233,000.00

Adrienne & Lisa Ray, Stephan Nazar-
ian, 19 School Street, $241,000.00

Larry & Abigail Espinal, Francisco Ja-
vier Tineo, 2 Wilson Street, $230,000.00

James & Maria Waldron, Kevin & 
Shireen Scott, 600A Prospect Street, 
$429,000.00

Raleigh Realty Trust, Barbara Col-
lins, 45 Washington Street Unit V-106, 
$219,900.00

Richard & Stephanie Doyle, Shaun 
& Olga Gehring, 143 Old Ferry Road, 
$435,000.00

Toll MA IV LLC, Gregory & Kath-
leen Zager, 2 Sierra Court Unit 1, 
$585,786.00

Pauline Baillie, Charles Smerdon 
III, 945 Riverside Drive Unit 20D, 
$137,000.00

ASC Enterprises Inc., Henrique Ama-
to, 20 Canobieola Road, $299,000.00

ASC Enterprises Inc., Karla Decastro, 
20 Canobieola Road, 

Richard Incollingo & Caryn Ciaraldi, 
Denis & Marie Noel, 576 Prospect Street 
, $378,000.00

Kathleen Dimauro, Michael Kubryk, 
28 Gaston Street, $335,000.00

Michael & Mary Kentopian Nomi-
nee Trust, Priscilla Avellan-Encalada, 9 
Bearse Avenue, $348,500.00

Michael & Mary Kentopian Nomi-
nee Trust, Hernan Encalada, 9 Bearse 
Avenue, 

Russell & Kristine Hertrich, Begin 
2013 Family Trust, 10 Valley View Way, 
$750,000.00

Sandra Galanos, Eric Kelso, 44 Elm-
wood Road, $202,000.00

Anthony & Mary Carito and Anna Ma-
ria Miles, Tito Mauricio Pena, 113-115 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Street, $52,500.00
Gail & Fremont Waitt, John Parker, 32 

Gage Street, $388,000.00
Toll MA IV LLC, Stephen & Diane 

Avedikian, 7 Sierra Court, $835,111.00
Allen, Gary, & Bruce Rudis, Fermin 

Salazar, 8 Whittier Street, $245,000.00
Allen, Gary, & Bruce Rudis, Quiteria 

Santana, 8 Whittier Street, 
Bayview Loan Servicing, Rafael Ba-

tista, 20 Tudor Street, $105,000.00
Kerry Robbins, Nancy Campbell, 21 

Hampshire Road Unit 214, $210,000.00
MJC Development Corp. & Select 

Properties LLC, Stephen Torosian, 27 
Allen Street, $380,000.00

Mark & Robin Psaros, Robert Reddish, 
16 Cochrane Cricle, $351,000.00

Ryan & Shannon Siviski, Gannon 
& Tina Paris, 55 Greenhalge Street, 
$415,000.00

Jose Espinal, Jillian Espinola, 102 
Edgewood Avenue, $248,000.00

Christopher Dasilveira & Amanda 
Soucy, Ilabeshi & Olayinka Aina, 55 
Strathmore Road, $227,000.00

Nancy Mccormick, Ashley & Ra-
fael Dos Santos, 273 Oakland Avenue, 
$415,000.00

David & Pauline Ditommaso, Ryan 
& Shannon Siviski, 4 Cameron Way, 
$552,500.00

Kevin & Kathleen Mcgann, David & 
Pauline Ditommaso, 14 Gaywood Circle, 
$290,000.00

James & Priscilla Hennessey, Katernia 
& Geremia Ortega, 16 Oakridge Street, 
$323,000.00

Toll MA IC LLC, Rosemary Casale, 13 
Pine Tree Drive Unit 103, $548,526.00

Jorgina & Manuel Freitas, Angel Gon-
zalez, 101 Temple Drive, $357,000.00

Jorgina & Manuel Freitas, Yenny Del-
rosario, 101 Temple Drive, 

NORTH ANDOVER

Kenneth and Linda Elliot, Bonnie 
Messina, & Brenda Phelan, Tyler Canty, 

Matthew Lonardo, Kelly Gearan, 19 
Pondersoa Avenue, $330,200.00

Gerard Cassidy, Sean Robert Lukas-
sen, 4 Pine Grove Avenue, $380,000.00

Gerard Cassidy, Kaitlyn Nicole Spink, 
4 Pine Grove Avenue, 

Gregory & Andrea Carroll, Roal-
kis Jimenez, 14 Hemenway Street, 
$275,000.00

Gregory & Andrea Carroll, Sofia Ro-
driguez, 14 Hemenway Street, 

Ruth Crispo, Robin & Jeremy Ro-
barge, Ana Mendez, 3 Parker Court, 
$255,000.00

Ruth Crispo, Robin & Jeremy Ro-
barge, Ronald Skidmore, 3 Parker Court, 

Nidhi & Siddharth Gehlot, Marie Cro-
teau, 59 Lippold Street, $456,000.00

Nidhi & Siddharth Gehlot, Sharon-Lee 
Rastello, 59 Lippold Street, 

John & Jennifer Davis, Thomas & 
jennifer Armano, 6 Thissell Street, 
$301,000.00

Richard & Cheryle Demaria, John 
Torro, 58 Walton Avenue, $386,000.00

Kristine Ord, Kristopher Lucchesi, 152 
Edgewood Avenue Unit 2, $215,000.00

Maple Parl Reserve LLC, Eric & 
Leigh-Ann Pellerin, 11 Mariah Drive, 
$579,000.00

David & Kerin Raymond, Sonny 
& Jenifer Chin, 6 Falmouth Street, 
$272,000.00

US Bank NA TR, Merrimack Valley 
Homes & Interiors LLC, 2 Bernard Lane, 
$226,275.00

Jan Michal, Anna Maria, & Barbara 
Grace Novak, Felix Ventura, 19 Gage 
Street, $315,000.00

Jan Michal, Anna Maria, & Barbara 
Grace Novak, Rosa Fortuna, 19 Gage 
Street, 

Toll MA IV LLC, Constance Camp-
bell, 13 Sierra Court Unit 9, $560,553.00

James & Maureen Gioia, Rafael 
& Marilyn Vega, 3 Nelson Avenue, 
$369,900.00

Charles Hope Companies LLP, 19 
Cross Street Realty Trust, 19 Cross 
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Are you a 1st Time Home Buyer? Empty Nester? Buying that 
Vacation Home? Looking to Invest in Real Estate? That New 

Dream Home?

 GET THE EXPERIENCE YOU NEED AND THE CUSTOMER 
SERVICE YOU DESERVE

REAL ESTATE LAW
Paul D. Lambert, Esq. – Law Office of Paul D. Lambert  

844-REAL LAW (844-773-2552)  
WWW.LAMBERTLAWOFFICE.NET 

More than 25 years serving the Real Estate legal  
needs of Buyers and Sellers in MA, NH, RI and ME

REAL ESTATE LAW IS WHAT WE DO!!

Paul D. Lambert, Esq. – Law Office of Paul D. Lambert
LambertLawOffice@gmail.com LambertLawOffice.net 

401 Andover Street, Suite 201-B, P.O. Box 892, North Andover, MA 01845 
Toll Free 844-REAL LAW (844-773-2552) Cell 978-609-6420 Fax 877-396-5164

42 Phillips Court Unit 42A, $172,000.00
Santo Mangano Irrevocable Trust, 

555 Chickering Road Realty Trust, 555 
Chickering Road Unit 1, $1,650,000.00

Key-Lime Inc., Mary Diana & Joseph 
Pulvirenti, 19 Mayflower Drive Unit 35, 
$575,000.00

288 Sutton Street LLC, Margaret Cul-
len, 17 Mathews Way, $429,400.00

Bank of New York Mellon Tr, Bank 
of New York Mellon Tr, 2 Walker Road 
Unit 4, $97,000.00

Cheryl & Frank Ghinassi, Daniel Win-
ning, 547-549 Salem Street, $402,000.00

Matthew & Caroline Changelian, Paul 
Humphrey & Lori Tam-Humphrey, 25 
Edgelawn Avenue Unit 9, $165,000.00

Charles & Lillian Camirand, Lindsay 
& Jane Reynolds, 3 Walker Road Unit 5, 
$130,000.00

Stephen & Nicole Garabedian, Timo-
thy & Laura Lambert, 180 Chickering 
Road Unit 110C, $262,500.00

Eric Whelan, Dennis Pellegrino, 35 
Fernview Avenue Unit 1, $129,500.00

Eric Whelan, Milagros Roman, 35 
Fernview Avenue Unit 1, 

Andrew Bartfay-Szabo & Patricia 
Bartfay, Bartholomew & Brenda Galvin, 
425 Great Pond Road, $728,175.00

Matthew Harrington, Alyssa Kelley, 12 
Walker Road Unit 12-6, $150,000.00

Eugene & Linda Farnam, Michael & 
Bonnie Mazzaglia, 4 Harvest Drive Unit 
315, $335,000.00

655 North Andover Nominee Trust, 
Joseph & Stacy Tringali, 655 South 
Bradford Street, $755,000.00

Berry/114 Co LLC, Sasikumar Vi-
jayakumar, 68 Compass Point Unit G4, 
$468,300.00

Berry/114 Co LLC, Pavithra Kumar, 
68 Compass Point Unit G4, 

Whittaker Family Irrevocable Trust, 
Jonathan Contreras, 73 Saunders Street, 
$365,000.00

NAOP LLC, 125 NAOP LLC, 203 
Turnpike Street Unit 125, $540,000.00

Jason Rollins, Craig Mear, 77 Ed-

gelawn Avenue Unit 11, $197,000.00
Turnpike Street Realty Trust, HMZ 

Realty Trust, 865 Turnpike Street Unit 
117-119, $148,000.00

Robert Degregorio, Shariq Yousfi, 25 
Farrwood Avenue Unit 5, $164,000.00

Robert Degregorio, Samina Banatwala, 
25 Farrwood Avenue Unit 5, 

Thirty One Morgan Street Realty 
Trust, Pesco Realty LLC, 873 Turnpike 
Street Unit 102 & 104, $150,000.00

Nancy Campbell, Larry & Abigail 
Espinal, 16 Poor Street, $339,000.00

Jonathan Rizzo, Terrance Desmond, 5 
Walker Road Unit 5-1, $140,000.00

Sandra Porter, Irene Taylor, 78 Ed-
gelawn Avenue Unit 8, $145,000.00

Fann Family Trust, Stefan Wennik, 20 
Lisa Lane, $415,000.00

Berry/114 Company LLC, Chris & 
Lisa Louth, 48 Compass Point Unit I-1, 
$420,000.00

Avelino Hernandez & Antonio Ruisan-
chez, Nadim & Nawal Ash, 6 Russell 
Street, $595,000.00

Marc & Lauren Perry, Avelino Hernan-
dez, 507 Salem Street, $594,250.00

Marc & Lauren Perry, Antonio Ruisan-
chez, 507 Salem Street, 

Christopher Long, Michelle Lo-
gan, 200 Chickering Road Unit 103B, 
$136,000.00

Richard & Diane Blanchette, Sergio 
Maurilio Desouza, 47-49 Riverview 
Street, $496,000.00

Annelle Routhier, Sutton Pond F443 
LLC, 148 Main Street Unit F443, 
$179,900.00

Richard Anderson & Mira Furth, Scott 
& Jessica Ninomiya, 1225 Salem Street, 
$480,000.00

J. Adam & Kathleen Stagno, Peter 
Maki, 78 East Water Street U nit 78, 
$227,000.00

Shea Wilkinson Twomey-Meuse, Pris-
cilla Plotkin, 84 Millpond, $332,500.00

Shea Wilkinson Twomey-Meuse, Steve 
Klayman, 84 Millpond, 
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HOPE LOVE 

STRENGTH RECOVERY 

Case Worker – Overnight at Daybreak Shelter (Saturday, Sunday, Monday 11pm—7am) 

This position is responsible for the health, safety and quality of life of the guests during overnight 
shifts.  

Primary Duties: 

Be awake and available to guests during the overnight shift; until clients have left the program or 
until the morning staff person arrives. 
Perform shelter maintenance and upkeep activities. 
Perform security checks. 
Write log notes throughout shift, noting any incidents and maintain regular communication with 
other team members. 
Attend all required training. 
Respond appropriately to guests and act as role model. 
Contribute to the efforts of the program in maintaining a high quality living environment and to the 
overall quality of life for guests. 
Conduct and document routine fire drills and other fire prevention activities. 
Perform other duties as required. 
 
Qualifications: 

Minimum High School degree or GED required.  

Minimum one (1) year human services experience with similar population preferred.   

Strong communication and computer skills. 

The ability to successfully complete training in Narcan administration, CPR and First Aid.  

Send resume to: Carina.pappalardo@psychologicalcenter.com 

Other positions available at Pegasus House, Women’s View and Safe Haven 

QUALIFICATIONS: Minimum High School degree or GED required. 
Minimum one (1) year human services experience with similar population preferred. Strong 
communication and computer skills. 
The ability to successfully complete training in Narcan administration, CPR and First Aid.

Case Worker – Overnight at Daybreak Shelter  
(Saturday, Sunday, Monday 11pm—7am)

HELP WANTED!!

This position is responsible for the health, safety and  
quality of life of the guests during overnight shifts.

 PRIMARY DUTIES: Be awake and available to guests during the overnight shift;  
  until clients have left the program or until the morning staff person arrives.  
*Perform shelter maintenance and upkeep activities and perform security checks. 
*Write log notes throughout shift, noting any incidents and maintain regular  
  communication with other team members. 
*Attend all required training. 
* Respond appropriately to guests and act as a role model. 
* Contribute to the efforts of the program in maintaining a high quality living  
   environment and to the overall quality of life for guests. 
* Conduct and document routine fire drills and other fire prevention activities. 
* Perform other duties as required.

Send resume to: Carina.pappalardo@psychologicalcenter.com 
Other positions available at Pegasus House, Women’s View and Safe Haven.




