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THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (STORY OF JULAYBEEB) 
 
Listen to the Hadith of Abi Barzat al-Aslamee radhiallahu ‘anhu. The Hadith is summarised in 

Sahih Muslim. In fact, Imaam Muslim has a chapter named after it: 

 بَاب َفَضاِئِل ُجَلْيِبيب  
He named a chapter after Julaybeeb radhiallahu ‘anhu.  

A longer version is found in other books of Sunan. There is another one in Musnad Imaam 

Ahmad with the identical chain of Sahih Muslim but it has more details in it, so it is 

authentic as well.  

Julaybeeb radhiallahu ‘anhu is a Sahaabi who did not look good. From his description you 

read, he was possibly short and you could also see that he was possibly poor. You might 

figure that he was possibly neglected and no one wanted to give him a wife. Even his name 

Julaybeeb is the diminutive (Tasgheer (تصغير)) of the word Jilbaab (جلباب), which is what 

women wear. It is a small version (Tasgheer). But the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

loved this man, he gave him attention, he gave him sympathy, he gave him kindness and 

affection. Rahmatallil-‘Aalameen ( ْحَمًة لِّْلَعاَلِمينَ   رَ  ), as he did with all the Sahaabah. Every last 

one of them thought that he was the most special man to the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam.  

The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was in a gathering when a man from the Ansaar 

was before him. He said I would like to ask for your daughter for marriage. The man got 

excited. He got happy and he said: 

 نِِعمَّ وََكَراَمٌة ، يَا َرُسوَل اللَِّه ، َونُ ْعَم َعْيِني
He gave words – yes of course. No question about it. Who would not want the Prophet 

sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as a son-in-law, and the blood of his grandchildren having the 

blood of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam? The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam 

said but it is not for me. The man said well who is it for? He said it is for Julaybeeb. Any one 

of the characteristics of Julaybeeb that I mentioned is sufficient for some to reject him. 

Imagine all of them together combined in one man. At that point, you can see that this man 

from the Ansaar hesitated. You can possibly imagine his voice softening as he said let me 

consult her mother. When he got to the mother, he said exactly what the Prophet sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam told him. He said the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is asking for your 

daughter in marriage.  
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She said: 

 نِِعمَّ َونُ ْعَمُة َعْيِني
Who would not want that? Then he broke her happiness and cheer with saying but he does 

not want her for him, he wants her for Julaybeeb. You can imagine the sudden silence or the 

jaw possibly dropping and what went through her mind. Moments ago the dream of having 

the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as the son-in-law, and now Julaybeeb? She said: 

 ؟َأُجَلْيِبيٌب ِإنَيِه  ؟َأُجَلْيِبيٌب ِإنَيِه  ؟َأُجَلْيِبيٌب ِإنَيِه 

Three times. Julaybeeb? Yuck. Basically, Inyah ( هإني ) means yuck.  

  ََل َلَعْمُر اللَِّه ََل ُأَزوُِّج ُجَلْيِبيًبا
Wallahi I am not going to give Julaybeeb my daughter. We have better than him and you 

want us to give our daughter to Julaybeeb? When the man got up to return and inform the 

Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam of the decision of his wife, the daughter asked who does 

the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam want for me? The mother told her the story. She 

said you reject what the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked or recommended for 

me? Let me go forth with it, Wallahi Allah will never neglect me or forsake me. 

What a woman. Wallahi what a woman. That is our point right here. We need to learn from 

that. We say these stories, but do we really learn from them? The submission of that young 

girl to Allah and the Sunnah – that is Tawheed, that is Imaan and that is Ihsaan. That is 

obedience to the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam that we are trying to get. 

This is sufficient for you to know. If you leave today with this alone, that is sufficient for you 

to be among those who are successful. She saw happiness in her life in the obedience of 

what Allah and the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam chose for her, because happiness is 

in obedience to the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Seeking to please Allah 

and the orders of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam will eliminate your 

pursuit of happiness, because happiness will then pursue you. That is what this woman 

understood.  

Did she say is it Waajib? Did the Prophet mean it is Waajib? Is it Fardh? Is it obligatory for 

me or is he just recommending it? Did she say I do not find that in the Qur’an where he can 

force me to marry someone? Did she burst out laughing at her that beautiful woman from a 

prestigious family of the Ansaar marrying Julaybeeb? Did she say that does not apply to me? 

Well the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam recommended and she accepted his 
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recommendation, and the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam died and his Sunnah is still 

there for you to apply it just like that woman applied it. 

 ﴾٦: ﴿األحزاب... ِمِنيَن ِمْن أَنُفِسِهمْ النَِّبيُّ َأْوَلٰى بِاْلُمؤْ 
The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves. (Surat al-Ahzaab: 6) 
The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam has precedence for the believers over your own 

selves.  

What is the dowry? What is the house we are going to live in? What area of Madinah? 

Where is the source of income? The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam recommended this 

man to this girl and that is all she needed to know. No other questions. It is as if she is saying 

mum I love you, dad I love you, but the word of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is 

the only word I will take over your word, and his recommendation is the one I will take over 

you. That is her status and that is basically what you see from her statement.  

What many neglect to mention when they mention this famous story is was it obligatory on 

her to marry this man or not? The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was asking and 

recommending. It was not an order. It was a Khutbah (خطبة), which means you ask. The 

recommendation of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was not for a woman like this to 

reject, even if all the odds were against her. All the odds for her future are against her, but if 

the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam recommended it then that is it, even if it was a 

recommendation. Imagine when you are told of a simple Sunnah and you sit and nag and 

complain about it. This is a lifetime with this man. More so, imagine those who are told that 

the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said a Waajib, and they say oh it is not in the Qur’an. 

They sit and quibble and argue and want to debate you on whether it is Waajib or Sunnah. 

How do you say that? It was the fruit of Tawheed (exactly what we study) that was the 

means for her to submit to a mere suggestion by the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam. 

Today you have people who go decades or a lifetime unable to quit an alcohol addiction or 

other addictions. They go in and out of alcohol rehabs and Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Alcoholism is now considered a disease. Read the reports – they say it is a disease and there 

is no cure for it. Nearly all the people who specialise in this field tell you there is no cure and 

it is a disease. They say no matter how long one remains sober, he can relapse any time. No 

doubt it is a strong addiction, but look at the Sahaabah. In Jaahiliyyah and in the beginning 

of Islam before it was prohibited, the Sahaabah were nearly all alcoholics. It was exceptional 

for some that they did not drink and it was documented that he did not drink. In the books 

you read that. Why? Because it was exceptional for one to not drink. And it was not just a 
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weekend drinking, but it was an everyday thing. And it was not just at night-time, but it was 

day and night that they drank and they were deep into alcohol.  

When the messenger of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam (not the Prophet) went out 

and shouted in Madinah that alcohol is prohibited, what do you think their reaction was to 

this strong addiction that today is considered a disease? The sip was on their mouth and 

some of them were about to drink.  

ْجٌس مِّْن   َواأْلَنَصاُب َواأْلَْزََلُم رِ   َواْلَمْيِسرُ   يَا أَي َُّها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا ِإنََّما اْلَخْمرُ 
 ﴾٠٩: ﴿المائدة َعَمِل الشَّْيطَاِن َفاْجَتِنُبوُه َلَعلَُّكْم تُ ْفِلُحونَ 

O you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks), gambling, Al-Ansaab, and Al-

Azlaam (arrows for seeking luck or decision) are an abomination of Shaytaan’s handiwork. 

So avoid (strictly all) that (abomination) in order that you may be successful. (Surat al-

Maa’idah: 90) 
 ﴾٠٩: ﴿المائدةفَ َهْل أَنُتم مُّنت َُهوَن ...

So, will you not then abstain? (Surat al-Maa’idah: 91) 
َنا َهي ْ َنا ِانْ ت َ َهي ْ  ، ِانْ ت َ

Why was there no epidemic and relapse among the Sahaabah, when it was a whole society 

that left alcohol? Why was there not an epidemic and relapse? Why did anyone not doubt 

the messenger of the Messenger? I am not saying the Messenger, but he sent a messenger 

to go shout in the alleys. No one said are you serious? Are you for real? No one said that. 

Why did anyone not ask is this Haraam or Makrooh? Is the Prophet saying this is Haraam or 

Makrooh? It was the Tawheed that the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam worked on for 

over a decade that filled their hearts with Imaan, to accept the commands at such ease. 

They obeyed the orders and they refrained from the Haraam with no resistance. Rather, 

they obeyed it overwhelmed with joy that we are the honoured followers of the Prophet 

Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 

ن َُهْم ثُمَّ ََل َيِجُدوا ِفي َفََل َورَبَِّك ََل يُ ْؤِمُنوَن َحتَّٰى ُيحَ  كُِّموَك ِفيَما َشَجَر بَ ي ْ
 ﴾٦٦: ﴿النساء أَنُفِسِهْم َحَرًجا مِّمَّا َقَضْيَت َوُيَسلُِّموا َتْسِليًما
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But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you (O Muhammad sallallahu 

‘alayhi wa sallam) judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance 

against your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission. (Surat an-Nisaa’: 65) 

They will not be believers until you be the judge in all disputes between them. 

 ْم َحَرًجا مِّمَّا َقَضْيَت َوُيَسلُِّموا َتْسِليًماثُمَّ ََل َيِجُدوا ِفي أَنُفِسهِ 

And find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full 

submission. 

You cannot just accept it. You cannot have any resistance for decisions and you have to 

accept it with full submission. 

The wise father returned to the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and he said O Prophet it 

is your decision, and the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam married her to this man. The 

days go by, they are newlyweds and the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam goes to a 

battle. Do you think a partner of a woman in such status and obedience to Allah and the 

Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is going to go and cry honeymoon? He is like her. 

 ﴾٦٦: ﴿النور... ِللطَّيَِّباتِ  الطَّيَِّباُت ِللطَّيِِّبيَن َوالطَّيُِّبونَ ...
Good statements are for good people (or good women for good men) and good people for 

good statements (or good men for good women). (Surat an-Noor: 26) 

Good spouses for good spouses. You brothers here, a lot of you are single and when you are 

having difficulty finding the woman at a high status in Imaan, then the problem is work on 

yourself. When you get to that status, Allah Inshaa Allah is going to provide you a woman at 

that same status (like Julaybeeb).  

Julaybeeb joins in the battle. At the end of the battle, the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam usually asks in many battles and he is known to say who do you miss? Who do I miss 

from my Sahaabah? They begin to mention many names – so and so, and so and so. He says 

do you miss anyone else other than those who you mentioned? They say no O Prophet of 

Allah. Julaybeeb lived neglected, Julaybeeb lived a loner, but he had the honour of the 

friendship of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam who did not neglect him. 

The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam says but I miss Julaybeeb, so immediately they 

remembered and went in pursuit of Julaybeeb.  

Then they find him near seven that he had fought towards the end of the battle. He fought 

them and he killed them, and they killed him. So he killed seven before meeting his end and 

they told the Prophet he is over there and they explained to him. He said he killed seven and 
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they killed him, he is from me and I am from him, he is from me and I am from him, and he 

is from me and I am from him. The narrator of the Hadith said the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi 

wa sallam kept repeating it either two or three times. The Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 

sallam laid him in his forearms as the Sahaabah began to dig the grave. Imagine that. Then 

he the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam took him and put him in the grave with his 

blessed hands himself. The neglected man, the man who had an incomplete name and the 

man who was looked down on in society. 

Thaabit said there was none from the Ansaar whose financial status was like that woman 

who married Julaybeeb. She used to spend and spend as if she never fears poverty, and it is 

because when the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam heard what she said, he said: 

َها اْلَخي ْ  االلَُّهمَّ ُصبَّ َعَلي ْ  َر َصبًّا ، َوََل َتْجَعْل َعْيَشَها َكدًّ
O Allah, pour your blessings upon her and do not make her life hard.  

Some other narrations said that there was not a man standing at the burial of Julaybeeb, 

except that he wished he was Julaybeeb. Radhiallahu ‘Anhu Wa Ardhaahu Wa Jama’anaa 

Wa Iyyaakum Ma’ahu Fil-Firdaws Al-A’laa ( جمعنا وإياكم معه في  رضى اهلل عنه وارضاه و
 .(الفردوس األعلى


